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INTRODUCTION
ABOUT THIS BOOK
The key question for students and parents researching colleges today shouldn’t be “What college is best, academically?” The thing is, it’s not hard to find academically great schools in this country. The key question—
and one that is truly tough to answer—is “What is the best college for me?”
Over the past 19 years, it has been our mission to provide students with savvy and sometimes hard-to-getinformation about colleges so that they can find and get in to their “best fit” schools. To do that, we have
authored over 200 college guidebooks, most notably, our Best Colleges guidebook series, which provides statistical data and narrative descriptions of the most academically outstanding institutions in the United
States.
And now we’ve done it again. This is a guide to 286 U.S. colleges and universities that have demonstrated a
notable commitment to sustainability. While it differs from our Best Colleges guidebooks in that it does not
report information based on our surveys of students attending the schools, it very much embodies our philosophy that finding your “best fit” school means looking at everything from the school’s academic offerings to
its extracurricular options and now, its commitment to going green. We recognize that there is a rising interest among students in attending colleges that practice, teach, and support environmentally responsible choices. Among the almost 16,000 college applicants and parents of applicants The Princeton Review surveyed for
its 2009 College Hopes & Worries Survey, 66 percent of respondents said they would value having information about a college’s commitment to the environment. Moreover, of that cohort, 24 percent said such information would “very much” impact their decision to apply to or attend
the school (PrincetonReview.com/hopes).
Clearly the green movement on college campuses is far more than a
passing fad. There is a sincere and growing interest among students in
identifying and applying to colleges where there is a demonstrated commitment to sustainability. But what exactly does this commitment
entail? Why should it matter whether a college has practices in place
that support green living? And how can you determine whether a school
is committed to going green?

Did You Know?
Middlebury College became the first institution of higher education in the United
States to offer an Environmental Studies
major, establishing the major in 1965.1

While you might be able to plug a school’s name into a Google search and come up with independent evaluations of the school’s commitment to sustainability in the form of a Green Report Card or something similar,
The Princeton Review’s Guide to 286 Green Colleges differs in that it’s not about grading schools. In fact,
nowhere in this book will you find a hierarchical listing of the “greenest” colleges or the ones with the “best”
sustainability practices.
Rather, our aim is to highlight 286 campuses which, based on our survey of their school administrators,
demonstrate a strong commitment to sustainability. Some of them are just in the beginning states of defining sustainability priorities while others are reaping the rewards of a long term commitment to green. A holistic approach to sustainable living on campus binds these schools together, covering everything from procurement and building guidelines to green academic programs and preparation for sustainable careers, and a
willingness to be accountable for their green commitments. Just as there is no such thing as a perfect college
(just a perfect college for you), there is not one way to be green; a school surrounded by a wildlife reserve will
have different sustainability priorities than one in the middle of a giant metropolis, and what is actually
achievable for each may not be the same.
That’s why, in this book, we take both a quantitative and qualitative look at a school’s sustainability efforts
in areas we’ve identified as most important to students: 1) whether students have a campus quality of life
that is both healthy and sustainable; 2) how well a school is preparing
students for employment in the green economy; 3) how environmentally responsible a school’s policies are. We invited 2,000 schools to take
Did You Know?
our survey in order to come up with the 286 profiled here. In addition
Biodegrading in a landfill takes:
to earning the highest Green Rating (which you’ll learn more about
• 90 years for an aluminum can
later), the green initiatives of these institutions enhance students’ aca• 700 years for a plastic bottle
demic experience and quality of life in ways that truly merit recognition.
• 1 million years for a glass bottle2

1. Source: http://community.middlebury.edu/~enviroc/aande.html
2. Source: http://www.sustain.ucla.edu/handbook/article.asp?parentid=3465
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With more students going to college now than ever before, educational institutions are busy accomodating the
growth with new facilities while ensuring that existing buildings and existing facilities are running as efficiently as possible. The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) helps provide a layer of accountability for college campuses seeking ways to make their new capital projects as environmentally responsible as possible. The
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) green building certification program is the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction, and operation of green buildings. LEED encourages and
accelerates global adoption of sustainable green building and development practices through the creation of
universally understood and accepted tools and performance criteria. Many of the schools profiled in these
pages have LEED-certified buildings on campus, but that was not a criterion for inclusion in the book.
All of the schools in this book—whether or not they house a LEED-certified building and whether or not they
are profiled in our Best Colleges flagship book—are exemplary green institutions with models to follow. Each
and every one of them understands the urgent need to implement an infrastructure that will allow students
to live and learn sustainably.

THE U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL AND THE PRINCETON REVIEW:
A PARTNERSHIP FOR ADVANCING SUSTAINABILITY
To produce this book we partnered with the Washington D.C.-based U.S. Green Building Council
(www.usgbc.org), a national non-profit committed to a prosperous and sustainable future for our
nation through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings and communities. Established in
1993 with little more than an idea about how buildings could be built better, today the USGBC is
a global community comprised of 78 local affiliates, more than 18,000 member companies and
organizations, and more than 140,000 LEED Professional Credential holders. USGBC is the driving force of change in an industry that accounts for fully 15% of US GDP. It leads a diverse constituency of builders and environmentalists, corporations and nonprofit organizations, elected officials and concerned citizens, and faculty and students.
All of the critically important work USGBC does is about changing building practices to help secure
the future, and it is in greening schools that the future has a face—every boy and girl in a K-12
school, every young man and young woman on a college campus.
USGBC’s work in greening schools has struck a common chord across industry sectors, political
affiliation, and generations. Green schools and green campuses have health and learning implications, community engagement opportunities, taxpayer savings impacts, and much, much more. A
common interest in better environments and facilities is a driving force for green schools discourse,
research, policy development, advocacy and innovation in every region, state and school district
and on campuses across the country.
USGBC helps provide a layer of accountability for college campuses seeking ways to make their
new capital projects and existing facilities as environmentally responsible as possible. USGBC’s
LEED green building rating system™ provides guidelines for assessing green performance and
meeting sustainability goals in the campus infrastructure, buildings, and associated grounds.
Many of the schools profiled in these pages have LEED-certified buildings on campus, but that was
not a criterion for inclusion in this guide.
USGBC is working in a variety of ways to support college sustainability initiatives utilizing LEED
as a framework for campus greening efforts. Working in partnership with students, faculty, staff
and administrators, USGBC has launched the Green Campus Campaign (www.usgbc.org/campus)
to strengthen campus sustainability efforts by increasing accessibility to LEED through training
and outreach and providing a wide variety of support materials and resources.
Through the Green Campus Campaign, USGBC is helping administrators make the business case
for green buildings and grounds. Today green buildings don’t have to cost a penny more than conventional buildings, and the ongoing energy savings help improvement measures pay for themselves, especially green retrofits for existing buildings.
USGBC Students is how college students experience the power of transforming their campuses,
communities and careers. There are a number of initiatives underway across the country where
these student groups are taking charge of their environment and assuming responsibility for their
quality of life. USGBC Students recruits, equips and connects the next generation of leaders of the
green building movement and sustainable design industry by empowering students who take pride
in living in green dorms, learning in green classrooms, studying in green libraries and experiencing the pleasure of walkable campuses.

6

THE PRINCETON REVIEW’S GUIDE TO 286 GREEN COLLEGES

WHY SUSTAINABILITY ON CAMPUS MATTERS
In the U.S., there are 4300+ institutions of higher learning, and each has a campus of anywhere from one to
as many as several hundred buildings. Some campuses sprawl in flat open spaces; others are crammed into
dense urban environments. Some have buildings that pre-date the Civil War; others have brand new architectural icons that define the personality of the institution.
But they all have something in common: until recently, you could count
on the fact that virtually every one of those buildings was an energy
hog. Nearly every one of those buildings was a profligate waster of
water and other precious natural resources. And almost every one of
those buildings had an indoor environment filled with toxic chemicals
and limited air exchange, making them at best uncomfortable, at worst
unsafe for their occupants.

Did You Know?
Buildings in the U.S. are responsible for
about 40% of CO2 emissions.1

But campuses that include green buildings as a part of their campus master plans—new ones or retrofits to
the ones that already exist—are decreasing their carbon footprint, saving energy, saving water, reducing
waste and saving money. And this is but one strategy in use as campuses everywhere demonstrate their leadership in sustainability.
In 1983 the United Nations convened the Brundtland Commission to address growing concerns “about the
accelerating deterioration of the human environment and natural resources and the consequences of that
deterioration for economic and social development.” The commission
determined that the developing environmental crisis was global in
Did You Know?
nature and that the world’s nations needed to establish policies for susOne ton of paper made completely from
tainable development. The commission’s findings led to the most widerecycled scrap saves 7,000 gallons of water,
ly quoted definition of sustainability: “meeting the needs of the present
4,100 kilowatt-hours of energy, three cubic
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
yards of landfill space, and 17 trees.2
own needs.” But in today’s world, sustainability and green are often
used interchangeably to describe concepts and practices that are kinder
to the earth and better for humans.
Ways of living more sustainably can take many forms, from adjustments in individual lifestyles to the development of green technologies. In 2002, the United Nations (UN) adopted Resolution 57/254, which established the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014). The UN’s focus on
sustainability in higher education is not incidental; a college campus is often its very own city or town, and
the carbon footprint it leaves can be significant.
Moreover, colleges train the next generation of leaders who will ultimately be responsible for carrying out the
world’s sustainability objectives and actions. By infusing sustainability principles into every aspect of higher education, the movement for a sustainable world will become a major priority for a whole generation of
leaders, educated and trained, to make a greener world now.

HOW COLLEGES HAVE RESPONDED

Today it is hard to find a professional association related to community
planning and development that does not have some initiative related to
Did You Know?
sustainability. In 1990, Tufts University president John Mayer conJust one percent of Australia’s untapped
vened a conference of 22 universities in Talloires, France, to discuss the
geothermal power potential could provide
role the world’s universities would play in achieving a sustainable
enough energy to last 26,000 years.3
future. The Talloires Declaration (www.ulsf.org), a ten point action plan
for incorporating sustainability and environmental literacy in teaching,
research, operations, and outreach at colleges and universities, was the
first official statement made by university administrators of a commitment to sustainability in higher education. To date it has been signed by over 350 university presidents and chancellors in over 40 countries.
The American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) is another effort undertaken by a network of colleges and universities to incorporate sustainable practices into their operations and
curriculum (more information available at www.PresidentsClimateCommitment.org). Officially launched in
June 2007, the ACUPCC’s mission is to “educate students, create solutions, and provide leadership by
example for the rest of society.” ACUPCC provides a framework for American colleges and universities to
implement sustainable practices on campus in pursuit of climate neutrality. ACUPCC signatory institutions
commit to meeting a series of benchmarks that will significantly reduce their greenhouse emissions, including completing an emissions inventory, incorporating sustainability into the curriculum, and making progress
reports on their climate action plans publicly available.
1. Source: http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=124
2. Source: http://www.oberlin.edu/recycle/facts.html
3. Source: http://www.treehugger.com/files/2008/08/one-percent-australian-geothermal-potential-26000-years-energy.php
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While not all of the schools featured in this book are Talloires Declaration and/or ACUPCC signatories, and all
are in various stages of organizing for sustainability, each and every one of them has made an express commitment to going green. The implications of going green has meant changes in the way these institutions of higher learning transport students to campus, maintain their grounds, provide food services, construct and operate
their buildings, dispose of waste, perform their research, and instruct students, among other things. Initiatives
are typically rolled out in the following key areas: renewable energy, waste disposal and recycling, capital
projects, food services, transportation, academic programs, water conservation, research, and procurement.
Throughout the pages of this book you will read about schools’ efforts in each of these areas and others. You
will read about student-organized “Doin’ it in the Dark” campaigns and campus vehicles running on dining
hall compost-generated biofuel. You’ll learn about wind power and solar panels, low flow toilets and showers,
and realtime consumption feedback in dorms. You’ll even get a primer on the cutting-edge research some universities are doing to ensure that a sustainable future isn’t just a talking point.

WHY SUSTAINABILITY MATTERS FOR YOU (AND YOUR FUTURE)

Still wary that the sustainability movement is just a passing phase? Here’s a little anecdotal evidence for you:
In 2008 alone, the U.S. Patent Office handed out over 300,000 trademarks to names that included “eco” or
“green” in their title. Investors have been rushing to fund a huge range of new companies, featuring everything from solar energy to green building materials. Even corporations like Wal-Mart, Google and Hewlett
Packard are greening their products and supply chains, and improving their environmental record in
response to consumer demand.
You want to be equipped to join the emerging green economy, and that means attending a college that offers
a green education. Schools that scored well on our green survey and are featured in this book have courses
that help you understand your way around renewable energy, organic agriculture and the tools for developing smart, efficient products. As an example, Santa Clara University’s Penstemon Project in California trains
faculty in disciplines that have not traditionally been environmentally focused on how to integrate environment and sustainability concepts into new or existing curriculum. Additionally, schools like Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C. and Northland College in Wisconsin offer environmental literacy courses to
undergraduates… and that is just the beginning!
Not only do green colleges provide great courses, they also have undergrads involved in top notch research.
Students at the State University of New York-College of Environmental Science and Forestry get to participate in projects such as the development of the state’s first wood ethanol biorefinery, which produces renewable fuel and biodegradable plastics from wood. Undergrads at Goucher College have taken the green lead,
launching the school’s recycling program, and composting programs and pushing for more environmentally
friendly policies.
Given the choice, would you rather live in an energy hog of a dorm with poor ventilation and very little natural light or a green dorm with real-time energy feedback and water efficient toilets and faucets? Schools like
Dartmouth College in New Hampshire and Sonoma State in California make a point to account for green
attributes when designing and operating their buildings. Many of their facilities incorporate natural lighting,
improve air quality, and reduce energy and water use. In turn, these attributes foster more welcoming academic and social communities, and result in buildings that create a better place to live, learn and play.
Going green also improves your quality of life when it comes to dining. Fruits and vegetables transported from
across the world are often picked early and then sprayed with chemicals. Wouldn’t you rather eat something
that has more of its natural vitamins and minerals, and isn’t coated in pesticides? Schools such as Naropa
University in Colorado, believe that food tastes better when it’s local and organic. They forego long
distance, low grade cafeteria food, offering their students fresh and local cuisine whenever possible.
Lastly, consider how mobility plays into your standard of living. How “walkable” is a particular campus? Is
public transportation accessible? Schools such as Arizona State University and University of ArkansasFayetteville provide a myriad of transportation options, from free bus passes to bike share and even car share
programs. You’ll definitely appreciate the freedom these choices afford, all while lessening your environmental impact.
If you choose to attend a school with a commitment to sustainability, the academic, research and extracurricular opportunities available will put you a step ahead of the competition when it comes to getting one of the
green jobs of the future, not to mention make your college experience that much more enjoyable.
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SUSTAINABILITY 101
For an introduction to issues of climate change and sustainability, check out the following
resources:
•

Anderson, Ray C. Confessions of a Radical Industrialist: Profits, People and Purpose—
Doing Business by Respecting the Earth. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2009.

•

Brown, Lester R. Plan B: Rescuing a Planet Under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble.
New York City: W. W. Norton & Co., 2003.

•

Cox, John D. Climate Crash: Abrupt Climate Change and What It Means for Our Future.
Washington, D.C.: Joseph Henry Press, 2005

•

Daly, Herman. Beyond Growth: The Economics of Sustainable Development. Boston:
Beacon Press, 1996.

•

Friedman, Thomas L. Hot, Flat and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution—and
How it Can Renew America. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.

•

Gore, Al. Our Choice: A Plan to Solve the Climate Crisis. New York: Simon & Schuster,
2009.

•

Katz, Greg. Greening Our Built World: Costs, Benefits and Strategies. Washington, D.C.:
Island Press, 2010.

•

“Green
Building
Basics
and
LEED”
online
www.usgbc.org/CourseCatalog/CourseCatalog.aspx.to

course

available

at

For a continually updated list of informative books on sustainability, visit www.usgbc.org/knowledgecenter.

GETTING INTO COLLEGE
The Princeton Review’s Guide to 286 Green Colleges includes public and private schools, all-women’s colleges,
science and technology-focused institutions, nontraditional colleges, highly selective schools, and some with
virtually open door admissions policies. If you’re like any one of the two million (and growing!) high school
students who apply to college each year, you’re probably wondering what admissions officers at these schools
are looking for in an applicant.
The good news is that getting into a green college is no different than getting into any other college. On the
other hand, applying to colleges can be a stressful experience, no matter where you’re headed. Here’s a brief
primer on what you should be doing year by year in high school to prepare yourself for admission to your “best fit” college. For a detailed
guide on how you can make the most of your high school years and
Sustainability.EDU
segue those experiences into a successful college application, check out
Check out the sustainability websites for
our book: The Road to College: The High School Student’s Guide to
the colleges in which you are in interested.
Discovering Your Passion, Getting Involved, and Getting Admitted.
There you can find out about green initiaPick it up at PrincetonReview.com/bookstore.
tives on campus impacting student life
inside and outside of the classroom.

FRESHMAN YEAR

It’s easier to finish well in high school if you start off that way. Concentrate on your studies and work hard
to earn good grades. Get to know your teachers and ask for their help if you are having trouble in a subject
(or even if you just really enjoy it and want to learn more). They will most certainly want to help you do your
best. Make a point to meet your guidance counselor to begin thinking about colleges you may be interested
in and the courses and admission tests they require. Also work on building your vocabulary to get an early
start on prepping for the SAT and ACT. Check out our Essential SAT Vocabulary flashcards or download our
Vocab Minute podcasts on PrincetonReview.com.
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SOPHOMORE YEAR

As a sophomore, you’ll need to stay focused on your studies. You’ll also want to choose one or more extracurricular activities that interest you. Admissions officers look favorably on involvement in student government,
student newspaper, varsity sports, and community service. If you’re applying to a green school, admissions
officers might also look favorably upon involvement in organizations that advocate for sustainable practices.
But don’t overload your schedule with activities just to rack up a long list of extracurriculars that you hope
will impress admissions officers. Colleges would much rather see you focus on a few worthwhile extracurriculars than divide your time among a bunch of different activities that you’re not passionate about. If you didn’t earn strong grades during your freshman year, start doing so this
year. Scope out your high school’s most challenging course offerings. If
you’re applying to a selective school, you’ll want to sign up for as many
ACT or SAT?
Advanced Placement courses as you can reasonably take, starting in
Not sure which test to take? First make sure
your junior year. Admissions officers will want to see that you’ve earned
that all the schools to which you’re applying
high grades in challenging classes. Our test prep book series, Cracking
accept both tests (nearly all colleges now do
the AP, can help give you a leg up on passing the AP exams and gainso, but it’s best to check). Then take the test
ing college credit while in high school.
on which you do better. Visit
PrincetonReview.com to take a free assessYou may have the opportunity to take the PSAT in your sophomore year.
ment test that will help you identify
Given every October, the PSAT is a shortened version of the SAT. It is
whether the ACT or SAT is better for you.
used to predict how well students may do on the SAT, and it determines
We also have a new book on this very subeligibility for National Merit Scholarships. While your PSAT scores
ject: ACT or SAT? Choosing the Right Exam
won’t count until you retake the test in your junior year, you should
for You. No matter which test you end up
approach this as a test run for the real thing. Check out our book,
taking, you should plan to spend three to
Cracking
the PSAT/NMSQT for more info. It has two full-length practice
twelve weeks preparing for the tests.
tests and tips on how to score your best on the test.

JUNIOR YEAR
You’ll start the year off by taking the PSAT in October. High PSAT scores in your junior year will qualify you
for the National Merit Scholarship competition. To become a finalist, you also need great grades and a recommendation from your school.

Financial Aid 101
All students applying for financial aid
(including federal, state, and institutional
need-based aid) need to complete the
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) form. The form is available in
high schools in December, but you can’t
submit it until January. You may also need
to complete the CSS/PROFILE form, state
aid forms, and any additional forms provided by the colleges. The Princeton
Review’s book Paying for College Without
Going Broke explains how the financial
aid process works and how to maximize
your eligibility for aid. It is the only annually-updated guide that gives line-by-line
strategies for completing the FAFSA,
which is particularly complicated and crucial. The FAFSA is the need-analysis document used to determine your “EFC”
(Expected Family Contribution)- the
amount of money your family is expected
to ante up toward the cost of college.

Make sure your grades are high this year. When colleges look at your
transcripts they put a heavy emphasis on junior year grades. Decisions
are made before admissions officers see your second semester senior
year grades, and possibly before they see your first semester senior year
grades! It’s critical that your junior year grades are solid.
During your junior year, you’ll probably take the SAT or ACT test for
the first time. Most colleges require scores from one of these tests for
admission and/or scholarship award decisions. Plan to spend three to
twelve weeks preparing for the tests. The SAT is comprised of Math,
Critical Reading, and Writing sections. Colleges will see your individual section scores and your composite score, but generally they’ll be
most concerned with your composite score.
More and more students are opting to take the ACT in addition to, or
instead of, the SAT. Most colleges accept the ACT in lieu of the SAT. The
ACT has an English, Reading, Math, and Science section, plus the
optional Writing section (some schools require the essay, so be sure to
ask before you take the test).
Most highly selective colleges also require you to take three SAT
Subject Tests in addition to the SAT or ACT. If you have SAT Subject
Tests to take, plan now. You can’t take the SAT and SAT Subject Tests
on the same day. The Princeton Review can help with all the standardized tests you will need to take throughout high school. Log on to
PrincetonReview.com for more info about our classes and study guides.

Also take time during your junior year to research colleges, and, if possible, visit schools high on your “hopes”
list. When researching colleges, you’ll want to consider a variety of factors besides whether or not you can get
in including location, school size, majors or programs offered that interest you, cost of tuition and availability of financial aid. Be on the lookout for the campus’ green attributes. Are there opportunities to complete
community service projects, enroll in classes, and join extracurricular activities focused on sustainability? It
helps to visit schools because it’s the best way to learn whether a school may be right for you. If you can schedule an interview with an admissions officer during your visit, it may help him or her discover how right you
may be for the school.
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SENIOR YEAR

It’s time to get serious about pulling everything together for your applications. Deadlines will vary from
school to school and you will have a lot to keep track of, so make checklists of what’s due when. If you’re not
happy with your previous SAT scores, you should take the October SAT. If you still need to take any SAT
Subject Tests, now is the time.
If you have found the school of your dreams and you’re happy with your grades and test scores, consider filing an early decision application. Many selective colleges commit more than half of their admissions spots to
early decision applicants. To take this route, you must file your application in early November. By midDecember, you’ll find out whether you got in—but there’s a catch. If you’re accepted early decision to a college, you must withdraw all applications to other colleges. This means that your financial aid offer might be
hard to negotiate, so be prepared to take what you get.
Regardless of which route you decide to take, have a backup plan. Make sure you apply to at least one safety
school—one that you feel confident you can get into and afford. Another option is to apply early decision at one
school, but apply to other colleges during the regular decision period in the event that you are rejected from
the early decision college.
When you ask teachers to write recommendations for you, give them everything they need. Tell them your
application deadline and include a stamped, addressed envelope, or directions on how to submit the recommendation online, and be sure to send them a thank you note after you know the recommendation was turned
in. Your essay, on the other hand, is the one part of your application you have total control over. Don’t repeat
information from other parts of your application. And by all means, proofread! You’ll find tips from admissions officers on what they look for (and what peeves them the most) about college applicants’ essays in our
book, College Essays That Made a Difference.
In March and April, colleges will send you a decision from the admissions office regarding your admission or
rejection. If you are admitted (and you applied for financial aid) you’ll also receive a decision from the financial aid office detailing your aid award package. The decision from the financial aid office can sometimes be
appealed. The decision from the admissions office is almost always final. If you are wait listed, don’t lose hope.
Write a letter to the college expressing how much you’d still like to attend the school and include an update
on your recent activities. When colleges admit students from waiting lists, they almost always give preference to students who have made it clear that they really want to attend. It’s important to wait until you’ve
heard from all of the colleges you’ve applied to before making your final choice. May 1 is when you’ll need to
commit to the lucky college that will have you in its freshman class. We know how exciting but stressful that
decision can be. If you’re having a difficult time choosing between two colleges, try to visit each of them one
more time. Can you imagine yourself walking around that campus, building a life in that community, and
establishing friendships with those people? Finally, decide and be happy. Don’t forget to thank your recommenders and tell them where you’ll be going to school. Some of the best times of your life await you!

GETTING INVOLVED
With so many ways to make a difference, do you ever find that it’s hard to decide where to start? Fortunately,
there are little things you can do each and every day to help save our planet. Rather than trying to undertake a full-out green crusade (leave that to the Al Gores of the world), start with the man in the mirror and
focus on reducing your individual carbon footprint. Here are some easy
suggestions to implement into your daily routine that go a long way
toward helping our world get on the path to sustainability.
Did You Know?
Lighting results in up to 34 percent of the
electricity consumed by the U.S. Using a
fluorescent light bulb, which doesn’t flicker
REEN IPS
or hum, is much more efficient than an
Tip #1: Use laptops instead of desktops. Laptops use less energy and
incandescent bulb. They last longer and
require fewer resources to manufacture. Whatever you use, make sure
use a quarter of the energy. 1
to activate those sleep/hibernate settings when your computer is not in
use. Screen savers do not save any energy!

G

T

Tip#2: Light it up. Use compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) instead of regular bulbs. They last 8–12 times longer and use 25 percent less energy.

Tip #3: Check the labels. When you shop for a new appliance, look for the Energy Star label. This means that
the appliance saves energy. Avoid products that contain ChloroFluoroCarbons (CFCs), as these destroy the
ozone layer.
1. Source: http://www.worldwatch.org/node/1494
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Tip #4: Invest in a power strip.

Plug all your appliances in one area—say, your toaster, blender, and coffee
maker—into a power strip. Then when you’re done using them, simply turn the power strip switch from
“reset” to “off”. This will make it easier to get into the routine of turning off electrical appliances when you
leave the room.

Tip #5: Avoid water waste.

Turn off the water when you’re not using it and check all your faucets for drips.
Installing low-flow toilets in your home can lower your overall water use by as much as 25 percent.

Tip #6: Rearrange the furniture. Cut down on the need for artificial lightDid You Know?
It is important to note that cell phone and
laptop chargers, as well as some other
plug-in devices, continue to drain energy
from your electrical circuit even when the
item being charged or utilized is no
longer connected. If you’re not going to
be using the appliance for the next 36
hours, unplug it. It will save you money
and conserve energy.

ing during the day by arranging desks and reading chairs near the window. Maximize heating and cooling efficiency by opening the curtains
and lifting the blinds during the day and closing them at night to insulate the windows.

Tip #7: Be a groupie.

Organize a carpool to travel to work and school.
Group your errands so that you avoid going around in circles and time
them so have to make less frequent outings. For solo trips, travel by
bicycle or public transportation whenever possible.

Tip #8: Shop smart. Always

ask for paper bags—never plastic (plastic
bags are not biodegradable). Better still, bring a cloth bag when you
shop, or if your purchase is small enough, don’t take a bag at all. Buying
in bulk saves on packaging, and shopping for reusable products (a glass baking dish rather than a disposable
one, for example) will cut down on waste.

Tip #9: Cut down on paper.

For those pesky allergies, use handkerchiefs instead of Kleenex. Wipe up kitchen
spills with a dish cloth instead of a paper towel. Always use paper products made from 80–100 percent recycled paper, preferably with high post-consumer content.

Tip #10: Reuse as well as recycle. Use reusable containers for food storage instead of wrapping food in foil or
plastic wrap. Make it a point to buy products with recycled contents and/or recyclable packaging. Start a
backyard composting bin for yard clippings, and donate your unwanted furniture, appliances, and clothing so
that they may be reused.
Making these small lifestyle changes are some of the easiest things you can do to help the environment. You
can also join green organizations on campus and help organize sustainability education initiatives for your
peers, local businesses, and even your school. USGBC offers many ways to get involved, from its family of
USGBC Members to its network of local chapters to its USBGC Students program. USGBC is also the source
for LEED and green building knowledge and offers personalized lifelong learning pathways in a variety of
formats, from instructor-led workshops, to online courses and live and on-demand webinars
(www.usgbc.org/education).
If your time is limited and you would like to support the green effort in another way, consider making a donation to a favorite nonprofit: dollars are welcome, but so are your old clothes, computers, dishes, bicycles, cell
phones, and furniture. Finally, if you feel that you want to study sustainability in college and make a career
out of it, by all means, do so! The schools profiled in this book are great destinations for green career training. Whatever your objective, remember to stay focused on the long term. As an old Kenyan proverb says:
“Treat the earth well. It was not given to you by your parents. It was loaned to you by your children.”

BECOME A STUDENT MEMBER OF A USGBC STUDENT ORGANIZATION
Students all across America are passionately pursuing sustainability issues on
their campuses and in their own lives. USGBC Students is the college/university program of the U.S. Green Building Council. The program was created to help recruit, equip, and
connect the next generation of leaders to the green building movement and sustainable design industry. USGBC Student Group members transform their campuses, communities and careers
through action.
USGBC Students’ efforts cover everything from advocating for green building projects on campus,
to running an energy audit on a residence hall, to organizing a recycling competition among various departments, to hosting study groups to become a LEED Green Associate. USGBC Students
was created to support students’ creativity and help them develop leadership skills in the sustainability movement. Some of the benefits of membership include preferred access to USGBC-provided LEED workshops and training, invitation to the Greenbuild International Conference and Expo,
access to the Green Campus Campaign resources, and more.
If you are interested in participating in the USGBC Students program, e-mail:
studentgroups@usgbc.org. Include in your email: your name, school, and the reason you are interested in starting a group on your campus.
12
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The following schools (all featured in this guide) currently have thriving student groups:*
Arizona State University

George Mason University

University of Florida

Auburn University

Kansas State University

Bryant University

New Jersey Institute of Technology

University of Maryland—
College Park

The Catholic University of America

Northeastern University

Chatham University

Oregon State University

University of Minnesota—Twin
Cities Campus

Clemson University

Texas A&M University—
College Station

University of Southern California

Cornell University
Franklin and Marshall College

University of Arkansas—
Fayetteville

University of Miami

University of Southern Mississippi
Utah State University

University of California—San Diego

HOW WE PRODUCED THIS BOOK
The story of how we produced this book needs to begin with the story of how our “Green Rating” began. That's
because our criteria for the selection of schools in this book and much of the data we report in their school
write-ups relies largely on our unique Green Rating of colleges and our surveys of college administrators upon
which we tally those ratings.
However, like most of what we do at The Princeton Review, our purpose in producing it starts with students
and what we learned from them about issues that matter in their college searches.
Since 2003, we have annually polled high school students applying to colleges and parents of applicants for
our “Princeton Review College Hopes & Worries Survey” (www.princetonreview.com/hopes). Our survey runs
in the back section of our annual Best Colleges flagship book and also on our website. We ask survey participants not only about their “college hopes and worries”—as you would guess from our survey title—but also
their priorities as they go through the always exciting and stressful process of researching, applying to and
deciding which college will be right for them. We report our findings every March around the time applicants are receiving the eagerly anticipated decision letters (or emails in some cases) from schools about their
admission and financial aid applications. Over the years, our findings have served as a barometer on how
stressed America's college-bound teens and their parents are about the application process, what issues are
affecting their decisions, and what they are looking for in their ideal college.
In the 2007-2008 school year, as we visited campuses (one of the most inspiring parts of our job) and saw a
growing number of student and school-based initiatives on college campuses around environmental issues and
practices, we decided to add a “green” question to our “College Hopes & Worries Survey.” We asked how important it would be to have information about a school's commitment to the environment in their assessments of
whether to apply to or attend the school. The response, in a word: very. When we reported our survey findings
in March of 2008, 63 percent of the 10,300 students and parents we polled had indicated they would find such
information useful in their college selection process. In the following year's survey, 66 percent of our respondents held this view. When looking at student responses only, that number jumps to 68 percent.
We quickly got to work to collect data on this topic from the hundreds of colleges at which we annually survey administrators for statistical information we report in our college guidebooks and website profiles. We
teamed up with ecoAmerica (www.ecoAmerica.org), an environmental nonprofit research and partnershipbased organization, to help us decide what to ask schools about their environmentally-conscious policies,
practices and priorities. Working with a national advisory board created expressly for this project, we identified twenty-eight questions for our institutional survey.
Like our other seven College Ratings (www.princetonreview.com/college/college-ratings.aspx) —including our
Fire Safety, and Financial Aid Ratings—in the school profiles in our books and website, our Green Rating is
a numerical score from 60 to 99 that we tally based on several data points. Colleges that do not supply
answers to a sufficient number of the questions for us to fairly tally a rating for them in any category receive
a rating of 60* (sixty with an asterisk) in that category.
N o t e : Our College Ratings differ from our College Rankings (which are lists of schools in rank order 1 to 20
that we compile in 62 categories and report in our annual Best Colleges flagship book). Our Rankings are
lists entirely based on our surveys of students attending the schools in that book (only) who rate their own
institutions on an 80-question survey and report on their campus experiences at their schools. Our Ratings
* List as of January 2010
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are scores primarily based on our surveys of administrators who report institutional data to us about colleges
and universities that we analyze to tally their score.
Our Green Rating provides a measure of a school's performance as an environmentally-aware institution as
well as its efforts to provide (and continually develop) an environmentally-beneficial student experience.
Specifically it looks at:
1.

whether the students have a campus quality of life that is both healthy and sustainable,

2.

how well a school is preparing its students for employment in the green energy economy of the 21st century, as well as for citizenship in a world now defined by environmental concerns and opportunities, and

3.

how environmentally responsible a school's policies are.

CRITERIA FOR THE PRINCETON REVIEW GREEN RATING OF COLLEGES

The Princeton Review tallies its Green Rating scores based on institutional data it obtains from the colleges
in response to ten survey questions that asks:
1. The percentage of food expenditures that goes toward local, organic or otherwise environmentally
preferable food
2. Whether the school offers programs including free bus passes, universal access transit passes, bike sharing/renting, car sharing, carpool parking, vanpooling or guaranteed rides home to encourage alternatives to single-passenger automobile use for students
3. Whether the school has a formal committee with participation from students that is devoted to advancing sustainability on campus
4. Whether new buildings are required to be LEED Silver certified
5. The school's overall waste diversion rate
6. Whether the school has an environmental studies major, minor or concentration
7. Whether the school has an “environmental literacy” requirement
8. Whether the school has produced a publicly available greenhouse gas emissions inventory and adopted
a climate action plan consistent with 80 percent greenhouse gas reductions by 2050 targets
9. What percentage of the school’s energy consumption, including heating/cooling and electrical, is derived
from renewable sources (this definition included “green tags” but not nuclear or large scale hydropower)
10. Whether the school employs a dedicated full-time (or full-time equivalent) sustainability officer.
In July 2009, the participation from school administrators to this project jumped 30% and we were able to
tally and report “Green Rating” scores for 697 colleges and universities in our school profiles in our various
books and website. Of those, 15 schools attained scores of 99 and were named to our second “Green Rating
Honor Roll” reported in our The Best 371 Colleges. In alphabetical order, they were:
Arizona State University )Tempe, AZ
Bates College (Lewiston ME)
State University of New York—Binghamton University (Binghamton, NY)
College of the Atlantic (Bar Harbor, ME)
Colorado College (Colorado Springs, CO)
Dickinson College (Carlisle, PA)
Evergreen State College (Olympia, WA)
Georgia Institute of Technology (Atlanta, GA)
Harvard College (Cambridge, MA)
Middlebury College (Middlebury, VT)
Northeastern University (Boston, MA)
University of California—Berkeley (Berkeley, CA)
University of New Hampshire (Durham, NH)
University of Washington (Seattle, WA)
Yale University (New Haven CT)
14
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In fall 2009, we teamed up with the USGBC to produce this book. Together we believed it was important to
produce an expanded resource for students looking for information about colleges particularly committed to
the environment and to building sustainable campuses.
USGBC was an ideal partner for this project, just as ecoAmerica had been an ideal partner in the creation of
our Green Rating methodology. Founded in 1993, USGBC’s mission is a sustainable built environment within a generation. The organization encourages green building practices through a variety of educational offerings, an extensive member and chapter network, the annual Greenbuild International Conference & Expo
and the LEED green building certification system, which provides a suite of standards for the design, construction and operation of green buildings. The LEED certification program is a point-based system where
building projects earn points for satisfying specific green building criteria. LEED certification is available in
four progressive levels: Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum. LEED certified buildings save energy, reduce
carbon dioxide emissions, conserve water, improve the health of their occupants, increase productivity, cost
less to operate and maintain, and increasingly cost no more to build than conventional structures. As colleges
and universities across the country break ground on capital projects to house and educate students, many of
those institutions have adopted LEED standards to guide their construction or renovations.
Eleven of the schools were highlighted by the USGBC for their strong commitment to the LEED-certification
process and each has at least one LEED-certified building. (Additional narrative in the text highlights them
in special “call-out” sections below the schools' regular profiles.)
It is also important to note that some, but not all of the schools in this book are in our flagship Best Colleges
book which profiles institutions we believe are academically the most outstanding in the country. Though
this book contains some narrative and statistical information about schools that we also report in our Best
Colleges book, it differs in three important aspects:
1.

it does not include any rankings of schools or “top lists”

2.

it is not based on a survey of students and therefore does not include any student opinions

3.

it focuses solely on one aspect of college life: “green living and learning”

Nowhere in this book will you find a hierarchical listing of the “greenest” colleges or the ones with the “best”
sustainability practices. Just as we believe there is no such thing as a “best” college (just a “best” college for
you), there is no one way to be green.
All 286 schools in this book, however, have demonstrated a strong commitment to sustainability initiatives.
We chose them based on “Green Rating” scores we tallied for and reported in our 2009 school profiles. Of
697 schools we gave “Green Ratings” to, these 286 schools scored in the 80s or 90s on our tallies. They are
terrific green institutions in our opinion with many different and wonderful offerings.
We salute and recommend them to students seeking to learn and live at a “green” college.
We hope you will peruse these profiles and be impressed as we were by the information in them. We also
encourage you to use this information as a springboard to learn more about the schools, to visit their sustainability websites (when noted) and better yet, visit the campuses.
Finally, we hope you'll remember that green living is just one aspect of the college experience. Many factors
should go into your assessment of the colleges you are considering. Visit all the colleges you can and talk to
their students. Ask what they love about their schools and what they believe needs improving. Form your
own opinion about the colleges. At the end of the day, it's what you think that matters the most and will
enable you to answer that all-important question: “Which college is best for me?”

* Schools marked as USGBC member schools are current as of Jan. 1, 2010.
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HOW THIS BOOK IS ORGANIZED
Each of the colleges and universities in this book has its own half page profile. To make it easier to find and
compare information about the schools, we’ve used the same profile format for every school. Look at the sample page below:

Each spread has several components. First, at the very top of the profile you will see the school’s address,
telephone and fax numbers for its admissions office, the telephone number for its financial aid office, and its
sustainability website and/or e-mail address.
The profile header is followed by a Green Highlights section, which is based primarily on school administrators’ survey responses for that particular college. This section shares the straight-from-the-school feedback
we got from the school administrator filling out our survey. The section summarizes the sustainability initiatives on campus that the school was most proud of. When appropriate, it also incorporates statistics provided by the schools about their sustainability efforts. Quotes, when they appear, were derived directly from the
school’s survey responses and/or from online information sources the school may have referred us to in their
responses.
Under “Green Highlights” you may see the USGBC Member logo, which indicates that this institution is a member of USGBC at the national level. USGBC’s 18,000+ national members are
organizations, corporations and institutions across the globe who share USGBC’s goal of a more
sustainable built environment. USGBC member organizations come from every industry and are
part of a vibrant and diverse community which offers unlimited new opportunities for connecting
individuals and businesses with the people, information and ideas they need to be part of the rapidly growing green building industry.
Eleven of the schools selected by USGBC to receive a special feature in the book for their commitment to
incorporating the additional layer of accountability provided by the LEED-certification process into their
building practices. Each of these schools has at least one LEED-certified building on campus and committed
to pursuing LEED certification for others. Additional narrative for these schools describes how their exceptional commitment to LEED certification fits into their overall sustainability goals. This additional narrative appears in a special “call-out” section below the school’s regular profile.
The shaded column on the right is where the school’s statistical data appears. The statistics were culled from
questionnaires school administrators fill out. Keep in mind that not every category will appear for every
school, since in some cases the information is not reported or not applicable. If a school has completed each
and every data field (and not all do), the headings will appear in the following order.

% food budget spent on local/organic food
The percentage of food expenditures that go toward local, organic, or otherwise environmentally preferable
food
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Available transportation alternatives (preferred parking, bike share/rent, car share, guaranteed ride home)
Whether the school offers programs including free bus passes, universal access transit passes, bike
sharing/renting, car sharing, carpool parking, vanpooling, or guaranteed rides home to encourage alternatives to single-passenger automobile use for students

School has formal sustainability committee
Whether the school has a formal committee with participation from students that is devoted to advancing
sustainability on campus

New construction must be LEED certified or comparable third-party rating system
Whether new buildings are required to be certified LEED Silver or a comparable third-party rating system

Waste diversion rate
The school’s overall waste diversion rate

Environmental studies degree available
Whether the school has an Environmental Studies major, minor, or concentration

Environmental literacy requirement
Whether the school requires the students to take “environmental literacy” course

Public GHG inventory plan
Whether a school has produced a publicly available greenhouse gas emissions inventory and adopted a climate action plan consistent with 80 percent greenhouse gas reductions by 2050 targets

% of school energy from renewable resources
The percentage of the school’s energy consumption, including heating/cooling and electrical, that is derived
from renewable resources (this definition included ‘green tags’ but not nuclear or large scale hydro power)

School employs a sustainability officer
Whether the school employs a dedicated full-time (or full-time equivalent) sustainability officer

School provides guidance on green jobs
Whether the school’s Career Services Office provides programming and/or counseling specifically for jobs and
internships in the green sector

% school cleaning products that are green certified
The percentage of the school’s cleaning expenditure budget that goes toward buying Green Seal-certified
products

% school grounds maintained organically
The percentage of the school’s grounds maintained through organic methods

Total undergrad enrollment
The total number of degree-seeking undergraduates who attend the school

# of applicants
The total number of degree-seeking applicants to the school

% of applicants accepted
The percentage of applicants to whom the school offered admission

Average HS GPA
The average grade point average of entering freshmen. We report this on a scale of 1.0-4.0 (occasionally colleges report averages on a 100 scale, in which case we report those figures)

Range/Average SAT Verbal, Range/Average SAT Math, Range/Average SAT Writing
The average and the middle 50 percent range of test scores for entering freshmen

Annual tuition
The tuition at the school; for state schools, the tuition for in-state residents

Required fees
Estimated fees for books, transportation, and other incidentals

Room and board
Estimated annual room and board costs

% of students receiving need-based financial aid
The percentage of all degree-seeking undergrads who applied for financial aid, were determined to have
financial need, and received any sort of aid, need-based or otherwise

Nota Bene: The statistical data reported in this book, unless otherwise noted, was collected from the profiled
colleges from the fall of 2009 through the spring of 2010. In some cases, we were unable to publish the most
recent data because schools did not report the necessary statistics to us in time, despite our repeated
INTRODUCTION
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outreach efforts. Because the enrollment and financial statistics, as well as application and financial aid
deadlines, fluctuate from one year to another, we recommend that you check with the schools to make sure
you have the most current information before applying.
To all of our readers, we welcome your feedback on how we can continue to improve this guide. We hope you
will share with us your comments, questions, comments, and suggestions.
Please contact us at Editorial Department, Princeton Review Books, 2315 Broadway, New York,NY 10024, or
e-mail us at editorialsupport@review.com. Good luck!
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GLOSSARY
AASHE: Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education. AASHE is an association of
colleges and universities that are working to create a sustainable future.
ACUPCC: American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment. The ACUPCC provides a
framework for America’s colleges and universities to implement sustainable practices on campus in pursuit
of climate neutrality.
alternative energy: Energy derived from renewable sources such as solar, hydroelectric, and wind.
alternative fuel: Any materials or substances that can be used as fuels, other than conventional fossil fuels.
Includes biodiesel, bioalcohol (methanol, ethanol, butanol), and electricity (batteries and fuel cells).

alternative transportation:

Modes of travel other than private cars, such as walking, bicycling, rollerblading,
carpooling, and public transit.

biofuels: Gas or liquid fuel made from plant material, like wood.
bioretention: An engineered process to manage storm water runoff by removing contaminants or nutrients as
fluid passes through media or a biological system.

carbon emission inventory: The process of creating an inventory of the air pollutants released by an entity or
community into the atmosphere over a finite period of time.
carbon footprint: A measure of the amount of carbon dioxide that is put into the atmosphere as a result of an
individual’s actions.
carbon sink: Reservoirs that sequester more carbon than they release, thereby offsetting greenhouse gas emissions.

climate neutrality:

The effort to balance out the total amount of carbon output based on the notion that
unavoidable emissions in location X can be neutralized by protective measures taken in location Y.

cogeneration: The act of generating two forms of energy from the same process. For example, while boiling
water to generate electricity, the leftover steam can be used for space heating.
compact fluorescent lamp (CFL): A type of fluorescent lamp that gives the same amount of light as incandescent lamps, but uses less power with a longer lasting bulb life.
compost: Decomposing plant and animal matter that can be used as fertilizer.
Energy Star: An international standard for energy efficient consumer products.
EPA: Environmental Protection Agency. EPA is a federal agency charged to protect

human health and the
environment by writing and enforcing regulations based on laws passed by Congress.

fair trade: An organized movement developed to promote standards of environmentalism and fair wages, and
ensure that companies negotiate with the growers, manufacturers, and producers of products for a fair price,
especially for products from developing countries.

fossil fuels: A hydrocarbon deposit, such as petroleum, coal, or natural gas.
green roof: The roof of a building that is partially or completely covered with vegetation and planted over a
waterproof membrane. Green roofs reduce rooftop and building temperatures, filter pollution, lessen pressure
on sewer systems, and reduce the heat island effect.

green power: Electricity that is generated from renewable energy sources.
Green Seal: A labeling system to identify environmentally safe commercial products such as cleaning supplies.
grey water: Wastewater other than sewage, such as washing machine discharge.
hydropower: Electrical energy produced by falling or flowing water.
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System: A rating system for the
design, construction, and operation of high performance green buildings developed by the U.S. Green
Building Council.

LEED Accredited Professional (LEED AP): A credential which signifies an advanced depth of knowledge in green
building practice and demonstrates the specialty in applying LEED to specific project types.

low-flow:

Plumbing fixtures including toilets, faucets, and showerheads that save substantial amounts of
water compared to conventional fixtures.

INTRODUCTION

19

photovoltaic (PV): A system that converts sunlight directly into electricity.
post-consumer content: Percentage of materials recovered by consumers from the waste stream. For example,
a newspaper might be made from 30 percent recovered newsprint.

pre-consumer content: Percentage of materials salvaged for reuse from the waste stream of a manufacturing
process rather than from consumers.
reclaimed water: Former waste water (sewage) that has been treated to remove solids and certain impurities
and reintroduced into the acquifier for nonpotable use, such as irrigation, dust control, and fire suppression.

recycling: Collecting and reprocessing a resource so it can be used again.
RecycleMania: A friendly competition and benchmarking tool for college and university recycling programs to
promote waste reduction activities to their campus communities. Over a 10-week period, schools report recycling and trash data which are then ranked in various categories.

renewable energy: Energy

obtained from sources that are essentially inexhaustible, for example, wind and

solar.

renewable energy credit: Also known as renewable energy certificates, these credits represent proof that one
megawatt-hour (MWh) of electricity was generated from an eligible renewable energy resource. These credits can be traded, bought, and sold.

solar energy: Direct radiant energy from the sun.
STARS: Developed by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, STARS is a
voluntary, self-reporting framework for gauging relative progress toward sustainability for colleges and universities.

storm water: Water discharge generated by precipitation and runoff from land, pavements, building rooftops
and other surfaces that accumulate pollutants such as oil and grease and chemicals as it travels across land.
sustainable development:

Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs.

Taillores Declaration:

The first official statement made by university administrators of a commitment to sustainability in higher education. Consists of a 10-point action plan for incorporating sustainability and environmental literacy in teaching, research, operations, and outreach.

USGBC: U.S. Green Building Council. An international nonprofit organization that promotes sustainability
in the design, construction, and operation of buildings. Developer of the LEED rating system.
volatile organic compound (VOC): carbon compounds that participate in atmospheric photochemical reductions
(excluding carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, carbonic acid, metallic carbides and carbonates, and ammonium
carbonate). The compounds vaporize (become a gas) at normal room temperatures.
zero waste:

Designing and managing products and processes to reduce the volume and harmfulness of waste
and materials, and ensure that all products are reused.
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USGBC SAYS CONGRATULATIONS TO ITS GREEN
GUIDE SCHOOLS WITH LEED CERTIFIED BUILDINGS
At the end of 2009, the following schools profiled in this book have achieved LEED certification of at least one
building on campus:

Albion College

Harvard College

Aquinas College

Harvey Mudd College

Arizona State University

Haverford College

Berea College

Humboldt State University

Boston University

Ithaca College

Bowdoin College

Kalamazoo College

Brown University

Keene State College

California Polytechnic State University

LaGrange College

California State University—Stanislaus

Lawrence University

Carnegie Mellon University

Lipscomb University

Case Western Reserve University

Loyola University Chicago

Centre College

Luther College

Clark University (MA)

Macalester College

Clemson University

Manhattanville College

Colby College

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

College of William and Mary

Michigan State University

Colorado College

Middlebury College

Colorado State University

Mills College

Cornell University

Montclair State University

Dartmouth College

Muhlenberg College

DePaul University

New York University

Dickinson College

The Ohio State University

Duke University

Oregon State University

Duquesne University

Pacific Lutheran University

Eastern Connecticut State University

Pennsylvania State University

Eckerd College

Portland State University

Elon University

Rochester Institute of Technology

Emerson College

Rowan University

Emory University

Salisbury University

The Evergreen State College

Seattle Pacific University

Furman University

Seattle University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Simmons College

Grand Valley State University

Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania

Guilford College

St. Lawrence University

Hamilton College

St. Mary's College of Maryland
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St. Olaf College

University of Michigan

Stetson University

University of Minnesota

Suffolk University

University of Minnesota—Duluth

State University of New York—
Binghamton University

University of New Hampshire—Plymouth

Swarthmore College
Texas Christian University
Tufts University
University of Arkansas
University of California—Berkeley
University of California—Irvine
University of California—Los Angeles
University of California—Santa Barbara
University of California—Santa Cruz
University of Central Florida
University of Chicago
University of Cincinnati
University of Colorado—Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Idaho
University of Illinois—Urbana-Champaign
University of Maine
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University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill
University of Oregon
University of Redlands
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
University of South Carolina
University of the Pacific—Stockton
University of Utah
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Washington
Utah State University
Villanova University
Warren Wilson College
Washington State University
Wesleyan University
West Virginia University
Western Michigan University
Western Washington University
Wheaton College
Willamette University

University of Maryland Baltimore—
Baltimore County

Williams College

University of Maryland—College Park

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

University of Miami

Yale University
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THE SCHOOLS

AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE
141 EAST COLLEGE AVENUE, DECATUR, GA 30030-3797
ADMISSIONS: 404-471-6285 • FAX: 404-471-6414 • FINANCIAL AID: 404-471-6395
E-MAIL: ADMISSION@AGNESSCOTT.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.AGNESSCOTT.EDU/ABOUT/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Agnes Scott is a school that’s working hard on sustainability initiatives.
A charter signatory of the ACUPCC, it has a dedicated director of sustainability. In the past few years, the college has converted to a campuswide, single-stream recycling program, completed its greenhouse gas
emissions inventory, formed an inclusive sustainability steering committee with representative board members, alumnae, students, faculty
and staff, and been awarded grants from the Kresge Foundation Green
Building Initiative and the Community Foundation for Greater
Atlanta’s “Grants to Green” program. These awards will help Agnes
Scott evaluate building efficiency and support green renovations on
campus, as the college develops a climate action plan with commitments
to renewable energy and maintaining LEED Silver standards for new
buildings and renovations. Agnes Scott promotes student awareness of
sustainability issues through presentations at its Spring Annual
Research Conference, and the Environmental and Sustainability
Studies minor, which includes an internship component. Possible
internships include on-campus environmental/sustainability efforts and
local environmental organizations such as Southface (an Atlanta organization promoting sustainable homes, workplaces and communities),
the National Wildlife Federation or the Georgia Conservancy. Students
pursuing this minor may also complete a summer internship elsewhere
in the United States, or abroad, to further develop the “think globally,
act locally” philosophy that is so vital to the sustainability movement.

ALASKA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
4101 UNIVERSITY DRIVE, ANCHORAGE, AK 99508 • ADMISSIONS: 907-564-8248 • FAX: 907-562-4276
FINANCIAL AID: 907-564-8341 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ALASKAPACIFIC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ALASKAPACIFIC.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
They say that everything’s better in Alaska, and when it comes to sustainability, they just might be on to something. With strong offerings in
Environmental Science, Marine Biology, and Environmental Planning and
Policy and an emphasis on “active,” or experiential learning, Alaska Pacific
University is a great place to train for a green career. APU’s Kellogg Farm
is a 700-acre working hay farm that serves as the university’s learning laboratory, and is dedicated to place-based learning and organic and sustainable practices. In addition to hosting retreats, field courses, senior projects,
thesis work, and ongoing research, Kellogg Farm is the home base of the
university’s Master of Science in Outdoor Environmental Education, and
is the site of the APU Field School, where advanced students provide
environmental education programs to school groups and the community. Kellogg Farm demonstrates organic community farming and familystyle agriculture, as well as sustainable design: The site currently
boasts a solar-powered yurt and off-grid greenhouse. APU also practices
what it teaches on its Anchorage campus where the university has
undertaken a paperless initiative to cut down on waste (hence an overall waste diversion rate of 50 percent), committed to building a LEEDcertified student center, and currently maintains 100 percent of its
grounds organically. APU’s neighborhood, the University-Medical district, is the first “green” district in the city of Anchorage. APU is a signatory of the Talloires Declaration and ACUPCC, and a founding member of the EcoLeague, a consortium of small liberal arts colleges united
by an emphasis on environmental responsibility.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, vanpool,
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
62
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

784
1,984
46
3.57
520-650
490-620
520-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,068
$215
$9,850
73

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
50
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 25
% school grounds maintained organically
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

493
1,353
35
3.22
510-630
490-600

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$22,500
$110
$8,884

THE SCHOOLS
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ALBION COLLEGE
611 EAST PORTER STREET, ALBION, MI 49224 • ADMISSIONS: 517-629-0321 • FAX: 517-629-0569
FINANCIAL AID: 517-629-0440 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ALBION.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ALBION.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Every student at Albion College receives instruction in environmental
issues through the school’s environmental category requirement. This
“graduation requirement for all students” has fostered the development
of “over 20 environmental courses spread over the arts, humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences divisions of the college.” Environmental
Science and Environmental Studies concentrations are available
through the Institute for the Study of the Environment, which provides
intensive opportunities for green campus living, green research, and
green career training for students. The Institute oversees an on-campus
E-house, a living and learning community where students investigate
and manage residential heating, cooling, lighting, food, grounds, and
entertainment in a sustainable way. The Institute’s research efforts have
been “directed toward developing an ecological inventory of the upper
branches of the Kalamazoo River,” and use this as a basis for encouraging sustainable practices. The college boasts two National Wildlife
Federation Fellows, and facilitates student research through the Albion
Foundation for Undergraduate Research, which provides stipends for
independent projects. The Institute for the Study of the Environment
encourages concentrators to complete an internship as part of their
course of study. Recent internships have taken students from Albion to
Oregon to Brussels to London, where they’ve worked on everything from
shark behavior to LEED certification. Albion’s career services office
works with students one-on-one and a set of approved online search
engines facilitates efforts to connect students with green careers. Active
RecycleMania and Focus the Nation student groups on campus are working hard to raise Albion’s sustainability profile nationally.

ALLEGHENY COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, BOX 5, 520 NORTH MAIN STREET, MEADVILLE, PA 16335
ADMISSIONS: 814-332-4351 • FAX: 814-337-0431 • FINANCIAL AID: 800-835-7780
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ALLEGHENY.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.ALLEGHENY.EDU/GREEN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a signatory of the ACUPCC and a pilot of the Clinton
Climate Initiative's Energy Efficiency Building Retrofit
Program, Allegheny College clearly understands the need
for sustainability and works diligently to ensure that its
campus is on the path to greenness. Five percent of the college’s energy is purchased from renewable wind sources, and the school
strives for energy efficiency through regular energy audits, retrofits
(nearly half of buildings on campus have undergone energy-related renovation or retrofitting in the past three years), geothermal wells, education, submetering, and dorm competitions that promote environmental
responsibility. In line with this, Allegheny has determined that Silver
will be the minimum LEED certification for new buildings, and all renovations will strive for that same mark of excellence. The campus also
boasts a robust composting program that “processes 800–900 pounds of
food and compostable paper and plastic” daily (Allegheny was the first
college in Pennsylvania to use an in-vessel composting operation for
food scraps). Once processed, the compost is mixed with landscaping
materials and then used on the campus “lawns, gardens, and
flowerbeds” instead of chemical fertilizers. Allegheny also wants to
ensure that its students’ dedication to the environment and sustainability issues doesn’t end after graduation; each year the college invites
recruiters from green companies and organizations and alums working
in sustainability to hold informational presentations for recruiting purposes. In addition to this exposure, students majoring in Environmental
Science get hands-on experience with sustainability research during
their required senior project.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
2
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, shower
facilities for bikers
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
No
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75
% school grounds maintained organically
40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,722
1,780
79
3.51
530-660
560-670

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,998
65

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
No
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 55
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,099
3,916
66
3.75
550-660
560-650
550-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,240
$320
$8,440
69

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
4400 MASSACHUSETTS AVE, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20016-8001 • ADMISSIONS: 202-885-6000
FAX: 202-885-1025 • FINANCIAL AID: 202-885-6100 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@AMERICAN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.AMERICAN.EDU/FINANCE/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
American University knows that “the American Dream is
Green.” In keeping with the get-it-done ethic of hometown
Washington, D.C., AU is taking a series of practical steps to
make sure that its students are green-equipped all the way
from the classroom to Congress. A signatory of both the
ACUPCC and the Talloires Declaration, the university has established a
Green Teaching Certification Program to “reward professors using sustainable practices and incorporating sustainability content into the curriculum.” A full-time Manager of Sustainability Programs oversees efforts
to integrate sustainability across all campus activities. Recently, students
worked with the Manager of Sustainability Programs to compile research
to support work under the ACUPCC. This included conducting a transportation survey in the parking lots to gather and analyze commuter
data to contribute to calculations included in AU’s greenhouse gas emissions inventory. AU’s career counselors integrate “advising on green jobs
and the impact of the environmental movement on job opportunities”
into their advising and programming. Students enrolled in the university’s Environmental Policy and Environmental Studies programs
receive special attention and access to green programming, like “panel
discussions on environmental jobs in both the private sector and the federal government,” and presentations on the “impact of the green movement on jobs in the arts.” The career services office also promotes local
green job fairs to students. AU has an “incredibly active and successful”
environmental group called Eco-Sense that has been in place for 10 years.
Eco-Sense works hand-in-hand with departments across campus to
implement sustainability initiatives.

APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, ASU BOX 32004, BOONE, NC 28608-2004 • ADMISSIONS: 828-262-2120
FAX: 828-262-3296 • FINANCIAL AID: 828-262-2190 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@APPSTATE.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.APPSTATE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
From its name alone, you can tell that Appalachian State
University has a strong connection to nature. In line with
this, the school has made it its mission to not only promote
its “aesthetically pleasing, as well as culturally and recreationally rich, mountain environment,” but also to protect it through
“conscientious stewardship” and “assertive leadership” in sustainable
policies and practices. Case in point: in 2009, App State installed the
largest wind turbine in North Carolina. Appalachian is also committed
to LEED certification for all new construction as well as any renovation
or retrofitting of current buildings.The school is currently in the process
of creating an Office of Sustainability and is developing a campus-wide
sustainability plan. One of Appalachian’s most impressive measures is
its Teaching and Research Farm and Agroecology Laboratory located in
Valle Crucis. This is a real, working farm, where students “enhance
their classroom lessons about agroecology, agroforestry, and sustainable
farming practices” through experiential learning. The building itself,
beyond being a living, breathing farm, is functionally green: the lower
level, which features the “original 100-year-old cork-lined cold storage
room,” serves as lab space and graduate student offices. Any research
carried out on the farm is shared with the local community to “encourage sustainable agricultural practices in the region. The university’s
role as a local green leader will only continue to expand. Appalachian
recently received over $1.6 million in funding for research involving biofuels and biomass projects.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically
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Yes
43
Yes
No
No
26
Yes
Yes
90
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,028
15,413
53
580-700
570-670
580-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,456
$517
$12,930
25

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, dedicated bike lane, rideshare:
www.rideshare.appstate.edu
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, student
life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95
% school grounds maintained organically
35

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

14,698
13,039
63
3.92
530-620
540-630
510-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$2,341
$12,692
$2,150
$6,400

THE SCHOOLS
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AQUINAS COLLEGE
1607 ROBINSON ROAD SE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506-1799 • ADMISSIONS: 616-632-2900
FAX: 616-732-4469 • FINANCIAL AID: 616-632-2893 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@AQUINAS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.AQUINAS.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Sustainability Initiative of Aquinas College seeks to improve the
health of the environment, enhance the quality of life for campus community members and their neighbors, and improve the financial stability of the college through a variety of projects proposed by members of
the Aquinas community. Proposals are considered and developed by the
Student Senate Sustainability Committee. Successes include the opening of three LEED-certified campus buildings: the second floor of the
Academic Building, the Grace Hauenstein Library, and Ravine
Apartment D. Creative Dining Services, the college’s food service partner, introduced trayless dining in the fall of 2009. In addition, Creative
Dining implemented a local food program that buys as much produce
and as many turkeys as possible from local Michigan farmers.
Elsewhere on campus, the Physical Plant Department began recycling
all light bulbs and the housekeeping department is installing new, controlled-use paper towel dispensers throughout campus as bathrooms are
remodeled. A campus community garden, established in 2009, provides
opportunities for growing local, organic food for the campus community
and for community outreach. Indicative of the efforts Aquinas has made
to integrate sustainability issues into the curriculum is the introduction
of an undergraduate program in Sustainable Business, the first of its
kind in the United States. The program was recently awarded a $1 million, five-year grant from the Steelcase Foundation to fund green initiatives on campus and student jobs on sustainable business projects.

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 870112, TEMPE, AZ 85287-0112 • ADMISSIONS: 480-965-7788 • FAX: 480-965-3610
FINANCIAL AID: 480-965-3355 • E-MAIL: UGRADINQ@ASU.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.ASU.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Arizona State University, the term “sun-baked” isn’t just a
statement of fact, it’s an opportunity to harness the sun’s rays
to power the campus. With over 300 sunny days a year, ASU
takes advantage of Phoenix’s exemplary weather with a 30
kilowatt photovoltaic system on the Tyler Street Parking Structure’s roof.
This goes a long way in both producing and conserving energy on campus,
but that’s not enough for ASU—the university is in pursuit of complete carbon neutrality. In 2007, in line with the Clinton Climate Initiative, the university put forth a request for solar energy proposals that would provide
over 310,000 square feet of solar panels on campus. Needless to say, when
your school’s located in the middle of one of the nation’s hottest deserts,
every drop of H2O counts, and water conservation measures are big on
campus. ASU strives to reduce water consumption across campus through
low-flow water sinks, toilets, and showers. Several buildings on campus
are LEED-certified at Silver, Gold, or Platinum levels. ASU is committed
to active community engagement through a partnership between its
School of Sustainability and the career services department, which shares
articles on sustainability issues with students and staff regularly, and
hosts an annual “Green Summit” which, in 2008, was “the largest sustainability-focused event” in Arizona’s history. As if all that weren’t enough,
ASU is also working on implementing a “campus-grown foods program,”
wherein campus eateries would harvest fruits, herbs, and vegetables from
campus gardens. In order to eliminate as much car-based pollution as possible, every student at ASU gets a free U-Pass, which gives them a year of
free public transportation.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
3
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

1,879
2,192
80
3.4

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$22,314
$7,014
82

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
35
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), preferred parking
for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, health
services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 76
% school grounds maintained organically
54

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

53,902
28,304
91
3.38
470-590
480-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,679
$18,582
$337
$9,210
39

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY:
HEAD OF THE “GREEN” CLASS
Arizona State University is known for a number of things: great athletics, beautiful people, a fantastic social
scene, and now, world-class sustainability initiatives. With plans to be carbon neutral by 2025, ASU is building out renewable energy production on campus, improving energy efficiency, cutting back on consumption,
and thinking creatively about how to get to zero. Grounds staff at the university are choosing bikes for oncampus transportation, paint recycling programs have been implemented to divert hazardous waste from the
landfills, and sustainable dining options are readily available thanks to the many trees and gardens on campus that allow for the harvesting of a large quantity of food and herbs. And that’s just skimming the surface
of ASU’s commitment to green.
ASU’s Global Institute of Sustainability is the locus of the university’s environmental initiatives. A green
ethic informs every aspect of the Institute’s operations from its building design to its programs. The building’s carpet, resilient flooring, and exterior wall framing finish are all made of recycled material.
GreenGuard-certified furniture and low-emitting paints, coatings, and interior signage enhance air quality
throughout the building. “Waterless urinals, low-flow toilets, and automatically monitored landscaping irrigation” enhance the building’s water conservation features. ASU has 12 LEED-certified buildings, including
the LEED Silver Global Institute of Sustainability. Another visible reminder of ASU’s commitment to renewable energy are the wind turbines mounted on the building’s roof, which will soon be joined by solar panels
as part of the university’s plan to solarize over 310,000 square feet of university roof space.
The learning going on inside the Institute is just as impressive. The Institute is home to the nation’s first School
of Sustainability, established in 2007. The School offers multidisciplinary degree programs designed to “advance
practical solutions to environmental, economic, and social challenges,” especially as they relate to urban areas.
Study abroad opportunities in Australia and Thailand where students can study the human dimensions of sustainability are among the School’s unique offerings. The School’s Sustainability Consortium is poised to make a
global impact on environmental efforts worldwide through its efforts to develop an index rating the sustainability of consumer products. A big school in a big desert, ASU is a model for other institutions to follow.

AUBURN UNIVERSITY
QUAD CENTER, AUBURN, AL 36849-5149 • ADMISSIONS: 334-844-4080 • FAX: 334-844-6436
FINANCIAL AID: 334-844-4634 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@AUBURN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.AUBURN.EDU/PROJECTS/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Auburn University is planning for the future, and that
future is decidedly green. In 2008, the university approved a
Strategic Plan that incorporated “significant sustainability
emphasis.” A signatory of the ACUPCC, the university has
completed its required greenhouse gas inventory and is on target to complete its Climate Action Plan by June 2010. The university curricula
include “one of the first truly interdisciplinary sustainability minors in
the country.” Open to all undergraduates on campus, the program
includes courses on Ecotourism and Global Consumer Culture among
others, and offers students the opportunity to pursue independent
research projects during a required senior capstone course. In conjunction with the academic program in sustainability, “the Office of
Sustainability is expanding resources related to ‘green jobs’ potential for
students on campus.” Outside of the classroom, the Office of
Sustainability sponsors a Green Lunch series, free and open to the public, during which speakers are invited to present on a sustainability
theme. The Office of Sustainability, in partnership with other green
groups on campus like the Auburn Sustainability Action Plan, has led
efforts to “pedestrianize” the core campus. Currently, there is 5,000 feet
of university pedestrianized streets on campus or under construction.
Other initiatives include the “establishment of a campus development
boundary, evaluation of flat roof space for solar energy, and expansion of
non-paved green spaces on campus.” A green cleaning policy is currently
being written, and the university is also working on contracts to reduce
waste on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
0.75
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, dedicated bike lane, two car
sharing programs being evaluated
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

19,916
14,862
80
3.69
520-640
540-660
510-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,240
$18,720
$732
$8,972

THE SCHOOLS
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AUBURN UNIVERSITY: RAISING THE GREEN STAKES
Tiger football isn’t the only thing getting everyone amped up on Auburn University’s campus. A land grant university nationally recognized as having some of the best agriculture, fisheries, forestry, and poultry science programs in the South, it’s no wonder Auburn’s commitment to green is so, well, orange and blue. Auburn’s 2008
Campus Strategic Plan commits the university to sustainability as a guiding concept in campus development:
“As an institution devoted to learning, Auburn must constantly strive to improve itself. Making better use of
scarce resources is an evergreen management challenge that is made even more important by our deepening
commitment to sustainability. This priority will steadily increase in importance as the proportion of Auburn's
funding provided by the state of Alabama continues to decline.” So far, the university is shoring up those big
words with some big actions. In 2009, the LEED Gold Auburn Research Park Building One opened for business, and “has received local and national recognition for construction quality and its commitment to energy
and environmental sustainability.” It is one of just three buildings in the state of Alabama to achieve LEED
Gold certification. Auburn’s other LEED Gold building, the Miller Gorrie Center, became the first building in
the state of Alabama to receive LEED Gold certification when it was completed in October 2006. Future LEED
project teams will be hard-pressed to find a better place to train than Auburn University’s campus—the university’s undergraduate Architecture program is nationally recognized, and the campus is home to a USGBC
Students group.

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, LUCINA HALL, MUNCIE, IN 47306
ADMISSIONS: 765-285-8300 • FAX: 765-285-1632 • FINANCIAL AID: 765-285-5600
E-MAIL: ASKUS@BSU.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.BSU.EDU/COTE

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Ball State University’s Council on the Environment was
established to “promote the sustainable use of natural
resources and the protection of ecological systems that sustain life” on campus and in the surrounding area. Each university department is required to submit a unit-level sustainability plan
outlining what it will do to help the university achieve its strategic sustainability goals. In 2009, BSU’s Board of Trustees approved a “geothermal energy solution to the university’s long-term central heating and cooling needs.” In a two-phase, 10-year project, the university will convert its
outmoded boiler system to an environmentally-friendly geothermal system that will save the university up to $2 million a year in operating costs
and cut Ball State’s carbon footprint almost in half. In keeping with BSU’s
sustainability makeover, LEED Silver certification is required for all new
construction on campus. Staff members in the career center act as
liaisons to departments offering majors related to green jobs. In addition,
“the center has a large collection of print and electronic resources, lists of
professional associations and societies, and programming including an
annual career day for internships and professional positions in natural
resources and environmental management.” BSU is also home to the
Center for Energy Research/Education/Service (CERES), “an interdisciplinary academic support unit focused on issues related to energy and
resource use.” The university offers the CERES Research Fellows
Program, in which the faculty is encouraged to secure “buy-out” time to
engage in energy-related research as an extension of their disciplinary
expertise. In many cases, students have assisted with this research.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

17,403
13,022
74
3.28
470-570
470-580
460-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,228
$19,796
$602
$8,052
38

BARD COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, NY 12504 • ADMISSIONS: 845-758-7472
FAX: 845-758-5208 • FINANCIAL AID: 845-758-7526 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@BARD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BARD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Bard College is known for offering great research opportunities for
undergraduates, and it’s no different when it comes to sustainability.
Students in related majors may pursue a concentration in
Environmental Studies with links to the Bard Globalization and
International Affairs Program in New York City and to internship and
study abroad opportunities. Bard is also home to a global public health
concentration, a field station for biological research on the Hudson’s
ecosystems, and Hudsonia, a nonprofit research institute dedicated to
preserving those ecosystems. Partnerships with other institutions provide summer programs for students, including the National Science
Foundation’s Research Experiences for Undergraduates at the nearby
Institute for Ecosystem Studies, and Rockefeller University’s Summer
Undergraduate Research Fellows program. The office of career services
provides “Green Collar” career advising, a green jobs workshop, and
internships with environmentally-concerned companies. The studentrun Environmental Collective and Environmental Resources Program
recruits environmental stewardship representatives in each dorm, and
runs an electric bike-sharing plan and Free-Use, a free “store” where
discarded clothing, dishes, and other household items collected in dorms
are made available for reuse by students. The school’s overall wastediversion rate is an impressive 30 percent, and the campus composts
100 percent of food waste onsite. Several buildings on campus use
geothermal heating and cooling systems, and the performing arts building meets LEED Silver standards. Bard has also received funding from
the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority for
use toward installation of solar panels on top of the campus gym.

BARNARD COLLEGE
3009 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10027 • ADMISSIONS: 212-854-2014 • FAX: 212-854-6220
FINANCIAL AID: 212-854-2154 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BARNARD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BARNARD.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The ladies at Columbia University-affiliated Barnard
College aren’t afraid of a challenge (just ask alum Martha
Stewart). The college has accepted New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s PlaNYC2030 Challenge to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent in 10 years. To do this, it has implemented a variety of energy-saving initiatives, including installing lowemissivity, glass-insulated windows in several residence halls and academic buildings to prevent heat loss, replacing incandescent bulbs with
energy-efficient CFLs, setting temperature controls in buildings to set
back for weekends and late nights, and purchasing solely hybrid campus
vehicles. Barnard has “engaged an energy consulting firm to provide
energy modeling for all new building systems design” and has mandated
LEED certification for new buildings. The newly constructed, LEED
Silver Diana Center is a prototype for green building practices on campus, and features a green roof; low-flow plumbing fixtures; occupancy
sensors; a radiant floor heating system; and operable windows.
Moreover, most of the building’s interior finishings are made from recycled/recyclable materials. Students have plenty of opportunities to study
sustainability in the classroom through the Environmental Science
department. In addition, the Earth Institute at Columbia University is
an “excellent resource for students and alumnae interested in green
careers and internships.” The Institute organizes an annual All Ivy
Environmental and Sustainable Development Career Fair and distributes a mailing list about green jobs and internships. Barnard’s studentrun Earth Coalition provides opportunities for community outreach
through local park clean-ups, tutoring elementary school students in
environmental education, and sponsoring environmental forums.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, preferred parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient
vehicles, Trans. Demand Mngmt Plan research underway
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 65
% school grounds maintained organically
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,900
5,510
33
3.5
680-740
650-680

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,784
56

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
5
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 85
% school grounds maintained organically
0

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,417
4,174
31
630-730
620-710
660-740

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,051
$1,599
$12,319

THE SCHOOLS
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BATES COLLEGE
23 CAMPUS AVENUE, LINDHOLM HOUSE, LEWISTON, ME 04240 • ADMISSIONS: 207-786-6000
FAX: 207-786-6025 • FINANCIAL AID: 207-786-6096 • WEBSITE: WWW.BATES.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
One look at Bates College’s environmental history and you’ll quickly
realize that it means business when it comes to sustainability. For 90
years, the school and its students, alumni, and staff have demonstrated
a clear commitment to not only education but environmental protection.
In 1980, Bates was “one of the first schools in the Northeast to install a
solar heating system.” In 1991, the school instituted a recycling program, and in 2005, Bates signed a five-year contract to use nothing but
renewable energy on campus. Since 1995, the school has had an environmental policy, and more recently, Bates signed the ACUPCC, pledging to work toward becoming a climate neutral campus. Case in point:
An impressive 94 percent of the school’s energy consumption is derived
from renewable resources. All new buildings and renovations of preexisting ones on campus will be certified, at the very least, LEED Silver.
The new student housing and dining commons feature dual-flush toilets, low-emitting materials, and energy-efficient equipment. Bates
keeps a keen eye on recycling (did we mention the wood ceiling in the
dining commons was salvaged from an old phonograph factory?)
through its recently formed Energy Task Force, which focuses on ways
the school can reduce energy consumption, costs, and emissions across
campus. In addition, Bates is working with the Committee on
Environmental Responsibility to update a sustainability plan for the
college. That said, so far the school is doing an admirable job—28 percent of the dining program’s food is locally-grown and/or organic, and 80
percent of its food-related waste is kept from the landfill and instead
composted, recycled, or shared with local homeless shelters.

BENNINGTON COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, BENNINGTON, VT 05201-6003 • ADMISSIONS: 802-440-4312
FAX: 802-440-4320 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BENNINGTON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BENNINGTON.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
One of the defining aspects of a Bennington education is “learning by
practice.” Ever since the college first opened its doors in 1932, it has
required its students to complete internships each year during the winter
recess. This “Fieldwork Term” equips students with a body of practical
work experiences to complement their studies. Thanks to a multi-year
grant recently awarded from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, which
will fund the establishment of a new interdisciplinary Environmental
Studies program, more and more students will use their Fieldwork
Term to get experience working in the green sector. Bennington got a
major step closer to its goal of become climate neutral when it converted to a campus-wide biomass heating system in 2008. The heating system consists of “a single 400 hp boiler, housed in a 4,800 square foot
addition to the college’s utility plant, which includes a wood chip storage area.” The new system now provides the majority of the university’s
energy needs through a renewable source. Bennington also offers plenty of environmentally-focused courses, including “Our Energy Future.”
The college’s Environmental Initiatives group is an active, engaged
force on campus, providing green programming and activities. Planned
projects include, “working on offering beverage discounts to patrons
with reusable mugs, increasing the usage of energy-efficient light bulbs
throughout campus, and advocating to re-institute campus composting.”
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
28
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
94
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,660
4,434
30
635-710
630-700

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$51,300
39

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

10

Yes

Yes
No
No
50
No
Yes
10
99

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

664
1,054
66
3.45
620-720
560-640
610-710

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,730
67

BENTLEY UNIVERSITY
175 FOREST STREET, WALTHAM, MA 02452 • ADMISSIONS: 781-891-2244 • FAX: 781-891-3414
FINANCIAL AID: 781-891-3441 • E-MAIL: UGADMISSION@BENTLEY.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BENTLEY.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Bentley University is posting some impressive numbers
reflecting its green efforts, and recently hired a brand new
Manager of Sustainability to further those efforts, bringing
its total number of full-time sustainability staff to five.
Since signing the ACUPCC, Bentley has reduced its overall electricity
consumption by five percent, and now derives 21 percent of its total
energy consumption from renewable sources. Over 50 percent of campus
buildings have an Energy Star rating of 69 or higher, and the university recently installed a solar wall on the outside of the Dana Center gym,
a project that is estimated to save 116,000 kilowatt hours of energy each
year. Student “Eco-Reps” help oversee recycling efforts for each residence hall. The campus recently instituted single-stream recycling,
leading to an overall waste diversion rate of 100 percent. The Manager
of Sustainability collaborates with the student-run Bentley Green
Society (composed of nearly 200 students!) in its mission to educate
members of the university community about environmental challenges
and create cooperative solutions. Their collective efforts are exemplified
in a monthly e-newsletter sent to students, faculty, and staff to provide
the community with more information on day-to-day sustainability
efforts. The university also views career development as an integral
component of its sustainability plan. Green companies are encouraged
to retain Bentley student teams to draft sustainability plans as part of
curricula, and green jobs, internships, and resources are promoted to
students and faculty.

BEREA COLLEGE
CPO 2220, BEREA, KY 40404 • ADMISSIONS: 859-985-3500 • FAX: 859-985-3512
FINANCIAL AID: 859-985-3310 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BEREA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BEREA.EDU/SENS

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The eight “Great Commitments” listed in Berea College’s mission
include an emphasis on service to one’s community and encouraging “a
life characterized by plain living, pride in labor well done, zest for learning, high personal standards, and concern for the welfare of others.” A
commitment to sustainability on all levels naturally follows these priorities, and Berea was recently named “2009 Tree Campus USA” by the
Arbor Day Foundation in recognition of its tree care and grounds keeping, which is 80 percent organic. In 2002, Berea adopted the Ecological
Renovation Standards for all campus renovations. Since then, Berea
has completed well over $100 million worth of renovations, including
energy-related retrofitting of over half of the buildings on campus.
Certainly the green jewel of Berea’s campus is the Ecovillage, a residential complex built to house students with families and provide live/work
opportunities for students interested in sustainability. The Ecovillage
was built from college-harvested wood and includes 50 apartments for
families, a Child Development Laboratory, several garden plots for food,
and a Sustainability and Environmental Studies (SENS) demonstration
house, where students collect energy and sustainability statistics for the
community. SENS, which offers a minor and “sponsorship” for those
interested in pursuing sustainability as a major, is only one of the sustainability-focused academic departments at Berea; others include
Biology, Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Ecological
Sustainability Education, which offers mini-grants for sustainability
research projects initiated by students, faculty, and staff. Berea’s Local
Food Initiative explores opportunities to increase local food awareness
and consumption among the Berea community.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

10

Yes
30
Yes
No
Yes
21
Yes
Yes
70
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,179
6,675
43
540-630
600-680
550-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,360
$1,468
$11,740
40

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
4
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 18
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,496
2,745
19
3.37
500-620
465-585
510-590

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$25,500

THE SCHOOLS
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BIRMINGHAM-SOUTHERN
COLLEGE
BOX 549008, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35254 • ADMISSIONS: 205-226-4696 • FAX: 205-226-3074
FINANCIAL AID: 205-226-4688 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@BSC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BSC,EDU/SEC

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Birmingham-Southern College (BSC) has brought environmental education to campus through a number of different efforts. The Urban
Environmental Studies (UES) program is intended to produce a new
generation of leaders who understand the interdependencies between
human welfare and environmental sustainability, and focuses specifically on the critical environmental problems of urban areas. UES
majors participate in community-based research with faculty as well as
January Interim Term courses and summer internships in sustainability-related fields. Recent UES research projects have included: studying
the impact of proposed interstate expansions on the local environment;
studying amphibian and herbivore ecology with BSC faculty in Costa
Rica; and promoting energy conservation through retrofitting campus
buildings. BSC is also home to the Southern Environmental Center,
which offers an award-winning museum and interactive EcoScape
Gardens, which use local artwork to highlight organic gardening efforts
as well as provide educational programming to area school children.
Over 15,000 children visit the center each year. In addition, BSC is
building an Urban Environmental Park that will serve as both a recreational area for students and an academic laboratory for the study of
environmental issues. On campus, BSC students, faculty, and staff benefit from a free bike share program with over 100 bicycles available for
use. Each summer, BSC offers a limited number of environmental
internships with local organizations.

BOSTON COLLEGE
140 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, DEVLIN HALL 208, CHESTNUT HILL, MA 02467-3809
ADMISSIONS: 617-552-3100 • FAX: 617-552-0798 • FINANCIAL AID: 617-552-3300
WEBSITE: WWW.BC.EDU/OFFICES/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Sprawled over 280 gorgeous acres in Chestnut Hill,
Massachusetts, Boston College has a vested interest in sustainability, so much so that environmental responsibility is a
key component of the college’s 50-year Master Plan. BC has
already made astonishing strides in the area of green building practices
and energy conservation and procurement. New construction on campus
is required to be certified LEED Silver, and since 2003 the college has
saved over 7 million kilowatt hours through initiatives such as switching
to energy-efficient lighting and installing retrofits and new heat pumps.
Over a third of the college’s electricity use is provided by hydropower. The
Environmental Studies department routinely turns the outdoors into an
experiential learning lab for students, with many research projects conducted from a field station in Cape Cod. Students in the Environmental
Studies program have even helped calculate BU’s carbon footprint. BC’s
Environmental Scholars Program provides further opportunity for internship and research experience through a year-long, six-credit course.
Outside of the classroom, student-run initiatives have helped advance the
college’s sustainability agenda. Ecopledge is a student-led organization
that educates the BC community about environmental issues by showing
films, presenting lectures, hosting annual events, and leading BC’s participation in national competitions like RecycleMania. With over 1,000
students on its listserv, the group actively promotes campaigns to reduce
student impact on environment. For students who want to continue to
make a difference after graduation, BC’s career center, is available to
advise and make referrals on green jobs.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, guaranteed ride home, BSC shuttle.
Twice per week off campus.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
4
School employs a sustainability officer
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,412
2,101
69
3.4
520-540
510-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$25,800
$946
$9,236
38

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
35
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool,
market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed
ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
No
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
41
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 30
% school grounds maintained organically
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,171
29,289
30
610-700
640-730
630-720

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,530
$600
$12,909
35

BOSTON UNIVERSITY
121 BAY STATE ROAD, BOSTON, MA 02215 • ADMISSIONS: 617-353-2300 • FAX: 617-353-9695
FINANCIAL AID: 617-353-4176 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
What a difference $1 million makes. To increase environmental awareness and efforts on campus, Boston
University president Robert Brown has established a
Sustainability Committee and an Office of Sustainability to
provide guidance on high-impact, short payback projects on waste management, building design, and energy conservation. He’s also founded a
$1 million Sustainable Revolving Loan Fund to help fund these projects.
First up: increasing energy efficiency in campus buildings. To that end,
BU has retrofitted 27 percent of existing buildings on campus by
installing more energy-efficient fixtures, heat preservation systems,
and water-efficiency upgrades. In addition, all new buildings are
required to be LEED-certified. There is already one LEED Silver building on the main campus. Features such as lights that automatically dim
or brighten and energy start computers, copiers, and printers are a
major part of these improvements. Next up: increase BU’s waste diversion rate. The good news is that in just three years BU has increased its
waste diversion rate from 3 percent to 13 percent. The great news is
that there’s still plenty of room to improve. Other highlights include a
green procurement policy that has led to 75 percent of cleaning products
being Green Seal-certified and 25 percent of food in dining halls coming
from local or organic sources. There’s plenty of opportunities for students on campus to get involved; BU boasts many environmentally
friendly student groups, from the Composting Club to BU Bikes.
Speaking of transportation, students who choose to drive to class can
take advantage of carpooling programs, which reward students for
using fewer cars.

BOWDOIN COLLEGE
5000 COLLEGE STATION, BOWDOIN COLLEGE, BRUNSWICK, ME 04011-8441
ADMISSIONS: 207-725-3100 • FAX: 207-725-3101 • FINANCIAL AID: 207-725-3273
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BOWDOIN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BOWDOIN.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“To be at home in all lands and all ages; to count Nature a
familiar acquaintance.” These words open “The Offer of the
College,” defining the vision of education at Bowdoin, a
vision just as relevant today as when it was penned in 1906.
An ACUPCC signatory, and a participant in Maine’s Carbon Challenge,
the college annually submits greenhouse gas emissions data to the state
Department of Environmental Protection, and has made a commitment
to become carbon neutral by 2020. To that end, Bowdoin has implemented changes in campus energy consumption, using renewable energy
resources exclusively and reducing campus heating emissions to less
than 1990 levels—despite significant campus growth! Bowdoin has also
developed a comprehensive approach to alternative transportation on
campus, including a bike-sharing program, incentives for faculty and
staff who carpool, bike, or walk to work, and an increased emphasis on
biking infrastructure on campus. The college has also built a campusmanaged organic garden that, in concert with bicycle delivery carts, provides carbon neutral produce to the dining halls. The garden also allows
for a year-round composting program and academic and co-curricular
opportunities for students. The Environmental Studies program offers
students a variety of service learning opportunities with organizations
in Brunswick and the larger Maine community. The Environmental
Studies program and Institute for Coastal Studies at Bowdoin have
begun a long term ecology and environmental science research study in
the mid-coast region of Maine, and the college maintains a research
facility on Kent Island.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly
parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
13
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,673
33,390
56
3.45
580-670
600-690
590-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,910
$530
$11,848
39

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
26
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home,
preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
100
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,772
5,940
19
3.8
660-750
660-750
660-750

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,605
$415
$10,880

THE SCHOOLS
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BREVARD COLLEGE
ONE BREVARD COLLEGE DRIVE, BREVARD, NC 28712 • ADMISSIONS: 828-884-8300
FAX: 828-884-3790 • FINANCIAL AID: 828-884-8287 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BREVARD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BREVARD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Brevard College’s tree-line campus located in North Carolina’s Blue
Ridge Mountains provides a dramatic backdrop for the school’s commitment to sustainability. Brevard’s natural setting serves as an important
resource for the school’s outstanding Ecology, Environmental Studies,
and Wilderness Leadership programs. Known for their strong interdisciplinary and experiential research component, Brevard’s environmental programs are defined by opportunities that combine academics with
outdoor exploration. During the college’s “Voice of the Rivers” program,
for example, students and faculty explore rivers in sea kayaks and
investigate all aspects of river wildlife while camping along the riverbank. Brevard is home to the Appalachian Center for Environmental
Education (ACEE), which provides “hands-on, field-based environmental education” for students and the surrounding community. The Pisgah
Forest Institute is housed within the ACEE and provides environmental research opportunities for local high school and middle school students in concert with Brevard faculty and students. These deep
research and field study opportunities uniquely prepare Brevard students for graduate school or professional careers in environmental
issues. Every two years, Brevard College chooses a campus theme,
“challenging everyone in the college family to explore the meaning, values, and applications of the theme in our lives as individuals and as
members of a community.” The theme for 2008–2010 is “Sustainability:
Awareness into Action.” Brevard’s BC Greens is a student-run organization ramping up recycling efforts on campus. The university administration is doing its part by incorporating a commitment to sustainability
into its Strategic Plan.

BROWN UNIVERSITY
BOX 1876, 45 PROSPECT ST, PROVIDENCE, RI 02912 • ADMISSIONS: 401-863-2378
FAX: 401-863-9300 • FINANCIAL AID: 401-863-2721 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION_UNDERGRADUATE@BROWN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BROWN.EDU/DEPARTMENTS/BROWN_IS_GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Brown is indeed the new green. Retrofits of lighting, motors
and mechanical equipment have been completed in many
existing buildings on campus, and new construction will be, at a minimum,
LEED Silver. The university’s commitment to limiting greenhouse gas
emissions goes beyond the campus to impact the greater Providence area.
The Community Carbon Use Reduction at Brown (CCURB) program is the
official organ of the university’s community-wide carbon emissions reduction effort. In 2004, Brown received an Innovation Award from the National
Recycling Coalition, and biodegradable to-go containers and unbleached
napkins are the norm in campus dining areas. The university’s After the
Harvest program provides compost material to a local orchard, and 90 percent of dining hall tray content waste is diverted to a local pig farmer.
Students lend muscle to the university’s sustainability efforts through the
Sustainable Food Initiative, which integrates sustainable agriculture into
student life through an on-campus, student-run farm, and EcoReps, a
group that works to educate other students about environmental issues. A
transportation office was formed in 2004 and offers free bus transportation
(UPASS) for students, staff, and faculty of the university, and incentives for
carpooling. Members of the Brown Outing Club launched a bike-share in
the spring of 2009. Students looking to learn how to make a difference
inside the classroom may enroll in undergraduate programs in
Environmental Science and Engineering with a focus in Environmental.
These programs prepare students for work in environmental policy, planning, and regulation. Off-campus, the USGBC Rhode Island Chapter offers
students a hands-on education in sustainability issues and matches students with green mentors, internships, and leadership opportunities.
36

THE PRINCETON REVIEW’S GUIDE TO 286 GREEN COLLEGES

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer

1
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

651
1,191
54
2.86
420-540
430-550

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$22,900
72

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
4.5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 65
% school grounds maintained organically
0

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,013
24,988
11
650-760
670-770
670-770

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,048
40

BRYANT UNIVERSITY
1150 DOUGLAS PIKE STE 3, SMITHFIELD, RI 02917-1285 • ADMISSIONS: 401-232-6100
FAX: 401-232-6741 • FINANCIAL AID: 401-232-6020 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@BRYANT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BRYANT.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Home to the Confucius Institute, “the first China-funded institute in
Southern New England,” Bryant University offers students the opportunity to conduct research on environmental issues on-site in China.
This is just one example of BU’s global perspective on sustainability and
commitment to developing solutions that have the widest scope and the
strongest impact. The Environmental Studies program at BU is
“designed to prepare graduates for careers in environmentally-related
fields.” The curriculum reflects the university’s practical approach to
solving the world’s environmental problems, and “combines business
principles and hands-on field and laboratory research experience” with
“personalized career advising, global perspectives, and international
study opportunities.” BU has a Center for Sustainable Business
Practices that offers pollution training, renewable energy technology
training, and energy credits and conservation opportunities, and recently took part in the “Focus the Nation” program to raise awareness about
climate change among members of the campus community. In 2009, the
university announced plans to partner with IBM and American Power
Conversion to implement a new “green” data center on campus that will
reduce energy use by 35 percent, saving the university $20,000. In 2009,
BU participated in the annual RecycleMania competition for the first
time. A consortium of student groups helped get the entire campus community involved by placing bins outside of each classroom in the
Unistructure (the school’s main thoroughfare). The university has also
purchased renewable energy credits to decrease its carbon footprint,
and continues to seek ways to become more sustainable.

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE
101 NORTH MERION AVENUE, BRYN MAWR, PA 19010-2859 • ADMISSIONS: 610-526-5152
FAX: 610-526-7471 • FINANCIAL AID: 610-526-5245 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BRYNMAWR.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BRYNMAWR.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
When looking back on Bryn Mawr College’s groundbreaking history, the
following question comes to mind: “What will this school do next?” In
addition to esteemed alumna such as Katherine Hepburn, two national
badminton championships, and the first-ever graduate school for
women, Bryn Mawr can now add “sustainability pioneer” to its growing
list of accolades. Since signing the ACUPCC, this Seven Sisters college
has gone on to receive two Pennsylvania Growing Greener Grants “for
watershed improvements under the Environmental Improvement and
Watershed Protection Act.” The college is “committed to reducing our
consumption of electricity through the use of technology,” and has started an initiative to remove all incandescent light bulbs from its campus,
replacing them with more energy-efficient CFLs. Green building is
another area of focus and all capital projects, including renovations, are
required to be designed using LEED as a guide. A recycling program has
been implemented in all campus dining halls and cafes, and the college
also provides recycling at all outdoor special events. An initiative to
recycle waste fry oil from campus dining services as bio diesel fuel is in
place, and all leftover food is donated to a local food bank. A composting
program is in the works, and efforts are being ramped up to purchase
more food from local and organic food providers.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

25

Yes
Yes
No
No
4
No
No
75
8

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,367
5,393
53
3.35
510-590
550-630
510-600

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,974
$300
$11,757
57

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

15

Yes
Yes
No
No
1.5
No
Yes
19

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,274
2,150
49
620-730
580-680
620-710

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,120
$914
$12,000

THE SCHOOLS
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BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY
FREAS HALL, BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY, LEWISBURG, PA 17837 • ADMISSIONS: 570-577-1101
FAX: 570-577-3538 • FINANCIAL AID: 570-577-1331 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@BUCKNELL.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BUCKNELL.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Campus Greening Initiative at Bucknell University engages students,
faculty, and staff in promoting environmental literacy and demonstrating
best practices in environmental sustainability. Run by the Bucknell
University Environmental Center (BUEC), the initiative works toward
several objectives: supporting student-centered research on the ways to
increase the sustainability of the university; integrating the topic of sustainability throughout the curriculum; providing guidance and leadership
to campus sustainability projects; and supporting outreach activities at
the local, regional, state, and national levels. The initiative works in collaboration with facilities, dining services, the student-run Bucknell
Environmental Club, and the provost’s office. BUEC completed a campuswide environmental assessment of the university’s operations in September
2007. A campus Master Plan, completed in August 2008, embraces sustainable principles, including creating a more pedestrian-friendly campus, reconnecting campus to the Susquehanna River, and restoring Miller Run, a
stream flowing through campus. Bucknell has also adopted alternative and
renewable energy sources beginning with its transition in 1998 from a conventional coal-burning power plan to a co-generation power plant fueled by
cleaner-burning natural gas. This change resulted in a 40 percent reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions. One hundred percent of Bucknell’s purchased
energy comes from wind power. Three photovoltaic arrays are used in educational programming. The Career Development Office provides guidance
on green jobs and connects students to alumni in environmental career
fields. The Bucknell Environmental Club heads Earth Day activities,
RecycleMania participation, recycling efforts on campus, and participates
in the Campus Greening Initiative.

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY—CHICO
400 WEST FIRST STREET, CHICO, CA 95929-0722 • ADMISSIONS: 530-898-4428 • FAX: 530-898-6456
FINANCIAL AID: 530-898-6451 • E-MAIL: INFO@CSUCHICO.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CSUCHICO.EDU/SUSTAINABLEFUTURE/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
We’re not the first to note California State University—
Chico’s sustainability accomplishments: The school was
recently commended by The Daily Green website for having
one of the greenest college cafeterias in the country, and it
made the top 35 on the Sierra Club’s Cool School list, which features the
most “eco-enlightened” schools in the United States. CSU—Chico has also
received national honors for sustainability and environmental programs
from The New York Times and the National Wildlife Federation, and
made top green college rankings from KIWI magazine and Grist, an environmental news website. The university is committed to seeking LEED
certification on all building projects, and was an early adopter of the
AASHE STARS Program, an innovative self-reporting framework for universities to report and track sustainable development. The Alliance to
Save Energy’s Green Campus program introduced energy-saving software to campus computer labs, earning CSU—Chico a $50,000 grant from
Pacific Gas and Electric. Green Campus has also helped establish a
Sustainability House on campus and Greeks Going Green, an organization to promote environmentally-sound practices in sorority and fraternity houses, among many other projects. CSU—Chico also hosts an annual
“This Way to Sustainability” conference in partnership with Butte
Community College, with keynote speakers and workshops focusing on
topics like green agriculture, curricula, energy, and ethics, and “Greenie”
awards for community leaders and organizations. In short, the university has thoroughly integrated students into campus sustainability efforts,
providing lots of hands-on opportunities to increase individual awareness
and gain insight into environmental efforts on an institutional level.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

25

Yes

Yes
No
No
2.5
Yes
Yes
30
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,523
7,572
30
3.49
600-680
630-720
600-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$40,594
$222
$9,504
46

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, carpool parking, electronic cars for students/fac/staff
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 65

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

15,617
12,881
88
3.12
450-550
460-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,336
$16,496
$960
$9,404
36

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY—STANISLAUS
ONE UNIVERSITY CIRCLE, TURLOCK, CA 95382 • ADMISSIONS: 209-667-3070 • FAX: 209-667-3788
FINANCIAL AID: 209-667-3336 • E-MAIL: OUTREACH_HELP_DESK@CSUSTAN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CSUSTAN.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
CSU–Stanislaus is a standout in a state university system known for its
outstanding commitment to sustainability. California’s Green Campus
Program currently serves 12 University of California (UC) and California
State University (CSU) campuses, and aims to: build general campus
awareness about sustainability issues; build training in energy conservation and efficiency into academic programs; and implement system-wide
initiatives targeting energy consumption, procurement decisions, and
campus operations. The Green Campus Program offers students the
opportunity to work with university staff and faculty to develop strategic
energy plans and gain real-time work experience. The CSU Program for
Environmental Responsibility is another system-wide initiative that
encourages environmentally-friendly decisions and actions during the
planning, design, construction, and operation of capital projects on 23
CSU campuses, including CSU—Stanislaus. CSU-Stanislaus has done an
especially stellar job of actualizing the program’s aims to enhance learning, living, and working conditions on campus while minimizing ecological impacts. In 2008, CSU—Stanislaus received LEED Silver certification
on its new Naraghi Hall of Science, making it the first building in
Stanislaus County to achieve LEED certification. The metal exterior
cover of the building is made from 100 percent recycled materials and specially designed window areas let in more light to reduce electrical lighting
needs. The campus is scheduled to have solar-generating (photovoltaic)
equipment installed, which will deliver zero-emission renewable energy
directly to the campus at economical costs. The career center provides students with plenty of guidance on green jobs, and sustainability research
opportunities are available through CSU—Stanislaus’ new master’s program in Ecology and Sustainability.

CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA
3801 WEST TEMPLE AVENUE, POMONA, CA 91768 • ADMISSIONS: 909-869-3210
FAX: 909-869-4529 • FINANCIAL AID: 909-869-3700 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CSUPOMONA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CSUPOMONA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the techies at California State Polytechnic
University in Pomona have taken a methodical, systematic approach to
sustainability. In 2007, the university signed the ACUPCC, and since
then it has been busy establishing a baseline inventory for its greenhouse gas emissions. In the process, the university discovered that most
of its emissions come from purchased electricity and from student and
faculty cars, since it is a commuter campus. In an effort to reduce its
environmental impact, the university has implemented a new policy
that requires all office equipment and appliances to be Energy Starrated, improved access to public transport, and assigned a special parking lot for commuters who carpool. The John T. Lyle Center for
Regenerative Studies is Cal Poly—Pomona’s institute for sustainability
education. At the Center, students and faculty work on new low-energy
technology and building plans, and other processes that can “restore,
renew, and revitalize their own sources of energy and materials.” The
Center offers a minor in Regenerative Studies for undergrads interested in sustainability and interdisciplinary learning, and students get to
see their research put to immediate practical use. Case in point: The
Center directs efforts to sequester methane from a nearby landfill and
turn it into energy for the school. The university uses 99 percent
reclaimed water and also uses trayless dining services to save on water
and energy costs from washing trays. Students at Cal Poly—Pomona
recently participated in the RecycleMania contest, and the university
already boasts a 51 percent waste diversion rate.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

20

No
68.4
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
35
2

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

6,559
4,751
66
3.2
420-530
420-540

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,160
$4,840
$7,936
57

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
6
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, shuttle
from local metro rail to campus
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
51
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

20,136
20,759
61
3.36
450-560
470-610

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,160
$4,551
$9,570

THE SCHOOLS
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CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA
250 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, CALIFORNIA, PA 15419 • ADMISSIONS: 724-938-4404 • FAX: 724-938-4564
FINANCIAL AID: 724-938-4415 • E-MAIL: INQUIRY@CUP.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.CALU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Thanks to some legendarily cold winters, California University of
Pennsylvania is no stranger to the need for heat. But the school also
understands the high price the environment pays for keeping its buildings warm. With that in mind, Cal U put together an ambitious multimillion dollar geothermal project that resulted in 62 miles of pipe being laid
deep underground to tap into the earth’s constant temperature to reduce
the need for fossil fuels,” and a reduction in energy usage by an astounding 57 percent (the best energy-efficiency of any school in the
Pennsylvania State System universities and colleges). Currently, 37 percent of the school’s energy consumption is derived from renewable
sources. The university has also committed to renovating all residence
halls on campus with green retrofits within the next five years. In addition to this, Cal U has been working with Johnson Controls to reduce its
carbon footprint and energy usage, as well as promoting campus-wide
sustainability awareness programs so that students are informed about
what they can do to lead greener lives both on campus and off. The university also offers internships in and employment counseling for environmentally-aware and sustainability-related industries. The Cal U weather
center participates in the G.L.O.B.E. Program, a “worldwide hands-on,
primary and secondary school-based education and science program” in
which students gather and report “valid scientific data” for dissemination
through a free web service, allowing them to collaborate with scientists
from anywhere on Earth.

CARNEGIE MELLON
UNIVERSITY
5000 FORBES AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15213 • ADMISSIONS: 412-268-2082 • FAX: 412-268-7838
FINANCIAL AID: 412-268-8186 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRADUATE-ADMISSIONS@ANDREW.CMU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CMU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Considering its emphasis on science and technology, it’s no
surprise that environmental innovation is an integral part of
Carnegie Melon’s curriculum and practice. While interdisciplinary research is promoted through 18 different centers
spread across seven different colleges within the university, those most
focused on climate change include the Climate Decision-Making Center, a
research center funded by the National Science Foundation and focused
on advanced climate research, the Carnegie Mellon Electricity Industry
Center which provides up-to-date analysis of the industry, and the Green
Design Institute, an interdisciplinary center dedicated to practical solutions to environmental problems through design. The Steinbrenner
Institute for Environmental Education and Research facilitates collaboration among centers, and provides a variety of grants for undergraduate
and graduate students involved in academic undertakings that address
environmental concerns. The university’s Green Practices Committee has
been in place for over 10 years and “strives to develop university practices
that improve environmental quality.” To that end, half the buildings on
campus have been retrofitted for energy efficiency and Carnegie Mellon
requires LEED Silver certification for new projects. In 2009, the Carnegie
Mellon Café acheived LEED Gold. In 2008, Carnegie Mellon started a
composting program in campus kitchens that has helped the campus
achieve an overall waste diversion rate of 19 percent. The university won
the Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence in 2007.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
100
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
37
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 72
% school grounds maintained organically
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

6,199
3,849
68
3.3
460-536
460-540

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,178
$8,284
$1,673
$8,466
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
31
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
19
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 38
% school grounds maintained organically
8

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,951
14,153
36
3.62
620-720
670-780
620-720

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,470
$428
$10,340
47

CASE WESTERN RESERVE
UNIVERSITY
WOLSTEIN HALL, 10900 EUCLID AVE, CLEVELAND, OH 44106-7055 • ADMISSIONS: 216-368-4450
FAX: 216-368-5111 • FINANCIAL AID: 216-368-4530 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@CASE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CASE.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
One needn’t look any further than the class of 1975 for proof of
Case Western Reserve University’s ability to successfully
instill sustainability ethics into its students: That year, the
university graduated Craig Newman, founder of Craig’s List, an online
message board that is the global marketplace for the reuse of everything
from furniture to clothes, to books, to computers. In 2008, the university
signed the ACUPCC, committing the university to reducing its greenhouse
gas emissions in pursuit of climate neutrality. Case began a greenhouse gas
assessment program in the fall of 2008, and has launched a corresponding
course around this project. Students will assist in the data collection, recommendations, presentation, and implementation of the plan to reduce the
university’s carbon footprint. Case has dedicated funding for infrastructure
upgrades for increased energy efficiency and building performance. Recent
efforts in this area have resulted in more than 7 million kilowatt hours
saved over a period of two years. The university has also formed the Great
Lakes Advanced Energy Institute, which is partnering with Cuyahoga
County and Green Energy Ohio in a wind feasibility study and implementation of a wind farm at Lake Erie. Campus food service provider Bon
Appetit purchases the bulk of its fresh food and supplies from local farms
and food producers. Case’s “Center for Business As an Agency of World
Benefit” researches profitable strategies that approach social and environmental challenges as business opportunities, and puts forward organizational designs and operational solutions that are ecologically sustainable.

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF
AMERICA
OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS, 620 MICHIGAN AVENUE, NE, WASHINGTON, DC 20064
ADMISSIONS: 202-319-5305 • FAX: 202-319-6533 • FINANCIAL AID: 202-319-5307
E-MAIL: CUA-ADMISSIONS@CUA.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.HTTP://GREEN.CUA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At The Catholic University of America, as at all Jesuit institutions, environmental stewardship is an integral part of the school’s ethos. Leading
the university’s commitment to sustainability is the Center for the Study
of Energy and Environmental Stewardship. The Center convenes “scholars in theology, philosophy, and religious studies [with] scientists, engineers, economists and political scientists . . . to help develop concepts and
policies for ethical stewardship of the earth.” So far, it’s been successful.
CUA derives 30 percent of its energy needs from renewable sources, and
its comprehensive recycling program—which includes the recycling of
hazardous materials—has resulted in a waste diversion rate of at least
40 percent. LEED certification for a new residence hall on campus is in
process, and all new buildings on campus must be aligned with LEED
Silver standards, which means rigorous regulations concerning building
materials, waste produced, and energy used. The university is working
to implement environmentally friendly procurement policies across all
campus departments. CUA can already be proud that fully half of the
students on campus use alternative transportation. Students at CUA can
get involved in the school’s greening efforts by joining USGBC Students
Group, Green Club, or pursuing EPA grants with the university’s support. Weekly updates on sustainability are published in CUA’s e-mail
magazine “Saving your Energy,” and the magazine is also a forum for
educational campaigns about environmental issues.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, campus safety, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,145
7,998
70
590-700
650-740
590-690

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,900
61

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
35
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred
parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles, dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
No
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
36
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
65

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,422
5,044
86
3.25
510-610
500-600

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,580

THE SCHOOLS
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CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE
UNIVERSITY
1615 STANLEY STREET, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06050 • ADMISSIONS: 860-832-2278 • FAX: 862-832-2295
FINANCIAL AID: 860-832-2200 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CCSU.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.CCSU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2007, Central Connecticut State University became a charter member
of the ACUPCC, and stands apart as the only school in Connecticut to
meet all of its deadlines for the ACUPCC. The president has himself
named sustainability as one of the top four priorities for the university.
One measure that CCSU has been working hard at is reducing its greenhouse gas emissions. The university has set an ambitious goal to reduce
its greenhouse gas emissions by 50 percent from 2008 levels by the year
2025. The school now has restricted parking to encourage people to carpool, and offers special carpool parking to reduce the number of individual drivers that are on the road. Already, the university has converted
approximately 26 percent of student trips to alternative forms of transportation. Other areas of emphasis are waste reduction, recycling, and
environmentally responsible procurement policies. To that end, CCSU
participates in RecycleMania, and has a policy to include environmental
performance requirements in its contracts with suppliers, including
paper, office supplies, landscaping, building materials, and equipment.
Because of this effort, now 100 percent of the cleaning supplies purchased at CCSU are Green Seal-certified. Helping these strides forward
are new on-campus educational offerings and programs about sustainable practices and how to decrease dependence on fossil fuels. The School
of Business’ Summer Institute for Sustainability is especially noteworthy, and brings together researchers and business leaders to discuss
ways to implement more sustainable business practices and policies.

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
ADMISSIONS OFF., 400 E. UNIVERSITY WAY, ELLENSBURG, WA 98926-7463 • ADMISSIONS: 509-963-1211
FAX: 509-963-3022 • FINANCIAL AID: 509-963-1611 • E-MAIL: CWUADMIS@CWU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CWU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Central Washington University’s mission states that its purpose is to
prepare students for “responsible stewardship of the earth.” While the
university is an ACUPCC signatory, has undertaken its first sustainable renovation, and has consistently decreased campus electricity consumption, the locus of CWU’s most impressive sustainability initiatives
is in its academic programs. Environmental Studies has been offered as
a minor here for over thirty years—a long time for departments under
that name—and a Bachelor of Science program was recently approved.
A graduate program in Environmental Resource Management is also
available. Disciplines addressing environmental issues have been consolidated under the Center for the Environment through an institutional Sphere of Distinction grant, and the Center includes many institutes
providing opportunities for students to engage in environmental
research. These include the Landscape Values Institute, which addresses land use planning; the Center for Spatial Information, which is currently engaged in research on the intersection of the environment and
economics along the Pacific Northwest coast; and the Chimpanzee and
Human Communication Institute, which is home to three chimps who
are protected from invasive research while also being at the center of
behavioral research and educational programs for local school groups.
Another impressive program for environmental research and education
is the Yakima Watershed Activities to Enhance Research in Schools
(WATERS) Project, funded by the National Science Foundation, and a
site where graduate fellows not only conduct their own thesis research
but are also paired with a local K–12 teacher to incorporate an aspect of
their research into the teacher’s curriculum.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, campus safety, student life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,570
6,791
54
470-550
470-550
460-550

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$3,742
$12,112
$3,672
$9,122
47

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No
43

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

9,688
5,013
79
3.2
440-540
440-550

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board

$4,842
$14,013
$882
$8,052

CENTRE COLLEGE
600 WEST WALNUT STREET, 600 WEST WALNUT, DANVILLE, KY 40422 • ADMISSIONS: 859-238-5350
FAX: 859-238-5373 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@CENTRE.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.CENTRE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Leadership is part of Centre College’s institutional DNA—the school
counts two U.S. vice presidents and two Supreme Court justices among
its alumni. It’s no wonder that Centre College was among the first U.S.
higher education institutions to make a public commitment to sustainability. A charter signatory of the ACUPCC, Centre has chosen to focus
its sustainability efforts in three key areas: building practices, energy
conservation, and waste minimization. The college has established a
policy that all new campus buildings will be built to LEED Silver standards. In addition, “energy consumption and life-cycle costs will be considered in purchases of all equipment and appliances,” with the goal of
purchasing Energy Star-rated whenever possible. Students have taken
up the cause in this area; in 2007, over three-quarters of the student
body voted for the creation of a Green Fund, an initiative that requires
students to pay an annual $20 surcharge on their tuition to purchase
renewable energy credits from a local hydroelectric station, effectively
subsidizing an amount of clean energy equal to 25 percent of the station’s entire energy output. Waste minimization is promoted in policy
and in practice. Current efforts include: A campus-wide recycling program; participation in RecycleMania; and use of reusable drink containers. Research opportunities are plentiful, and “recent student-faculty
collaborative research topics have included endangered native plants,
animal behavior, and environmental chemistry.” Environmentally
Conscious Centre Organization (ECCO) is a student-run organization
“active in promoting energy and materials conservation and pursuit of
sustainable practices” on campus.

CHATHAM UNIVERSITY
WOODLAND ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15232 • ADMISSIONS: 412-365-1290 • FAX: 412-365-1609
FINANCIAL AID: 412-365-2797 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CHATHAM.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CHATHAM.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Chatham University recently created the School of Sustainability and
the Environment, which aims to provide “innovative, interdisciplinary
education and research opportunities” to students interested in exploring and finding solutions to environmental and sustainability issues.
The school also focuses on increasing its commitment to green by conducting inventories of its greenhouse gas emissions and developing
plans to reduce its carbon footprint. In line with this, Chatham purchased Pittsburgh’s first hybrid police car to patrol its campus in 2008,
and runs active cell phone and computer recycling services. (The university’s dedication to the environment isn’t just for the sake of nature; it’s
also for the sake of people. Chatham students’ refurbished cell phones
and computers are provided to victims of domestic violence, senior citizens, and local school children through a partnership with HopeLine.)
The university also purchases 15 percent of its energy from wind-generated sources. But the campus isn’t just “green,” it’s really green (as in
the color), thanks to a 32-acre arboretum (117 different tree species!)
and Chatham’s new Eden Hall Farm Campus, which functions as a “living laboratory” where students can focus on sustainability issues. In
order to ensure the continued verdancy of the campus, in 2004 Chatham
committed to using only organic and toxic-free pesticide, herbicide, and
fertilizer. The university also has an active composting program that
recycles used cooking oil as biofuel, and its cafeterias are committed to
using organic foods whenever possible. In fact, in 2009, Chatham had
the distinction of recycling “more food service organics than any other
school” that participated in the nationwide RecycleMania competition.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

1

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,214
2,056
69
3.58
550-670
570-670
530-670

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,000
59

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
80
Available transportation alternatives:
Free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, market based pricing, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking forfuel-efficient vehicles, biodiesel shuttle
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation, campus safety, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
19
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

771
641
68
3.35
478-600
458-583
470-603

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$27,006
$1,020
$8,700

THE SCHOOLS
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CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW
YORK—BROOKLYN COLLEGE
2900 BEDFORD AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11210 • ADMISSIONS: 718-951-5001 • FAX: 718-951-4506
FINANCIAL AID: 718-951-5045 • WEBSITE: WWW.BROOKLYN.CUNY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As part of the vast CUNY system, Brooklyn College participates in the CUNY-mandated Brooklyn 10 Year Sustainability
Plan, a response to NYC Mayor Bloomberg’s request for all
CUNY institutions to reduce their carbon footprints by 30 percent within
10 years. Brooklyn College convened several meetings of faculty, staff, and
students to produce a comprehensive plan to meet this mandate. The
resulting sustainability plan considers several areas: energy; water; transportation; waste management/recycling; procurement; food, health and
nutrition; education and outreach; and buildings and grounds. The university also launched a pilot project, named “Greening of Me,” that introduced
interviewing and journaling projects into English and history classes. The
project encourages individual reflection and assessment of where things
stand in the “going green” process. To date, the college has implemented
several changes aimed at increasing its sustainability. In the science facilities, retrofitting of hoods and ventilation equipment has increased their
energy efficiency. Brooklyn College was the first CUNY institution to introduce energy reduction measures during peak usage periods. Golf carts
have been purchased along with four electric mega-vans for college personnel use. Additional bicycle racks have been placed throughout campus.
Organic waste composted by students in the Health and Nutrition
Department is used at Floyd Bennett Field. The purchasing and facilities
departments are working to increase the use of green cleaning products.
The college’s food services provider introduced plastic to-go mugs with discounted refills, and a portion of the proceeds go to The Carbon Fund.

CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—CITY COLLEGE
160 CONVENT AVENUE, WILLE ADMIN. BLDG., ROOM 101, NEW YORK, NY 10031
ADMISSIONS: 212 650 6977 • FAX: 212 650 6417 • FINANCIAL AID: 212 650 5819
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CCNY.CUNY.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.CCNY.CUNY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
City University of New York—City College holds a prominent place in the intellectual history of New York (its list of
notable alums includes Colin Powell, Henry Kissinger, and
Woody Allen!). That legacy of excellence defines the college’s
sustainability program. “CCNY Green” is the name of City College’s campaign to “rethink the way we teach, learn, conduct research, operate, and
live.” The college has signed on to both the ACUPCC and New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s PlaNYC Challenge to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions on campus by 30 percent in 10 years. A Sustainability Task
Force was created to “place sustainability at the forefront in all operations, outreach, and educational missions.” Working groups have been
established to focus on different areas including recycling/reuse, sustainable purchasing, and energy conservation. Thanks to their efforts, a new
fountain has been installed inside the Marshak Science Center to promote water conservation by providing chilled, filtered tap water free of
charge for use with refillable containers. Natural gas-powered buses
have replaced older diesel-powered engine vehicles on campus, and a
new recycling program is even turning the school’s grass clippings into
mulch for use in campus landscaping. Undergraduate and graduate programs in sustainability are available, and research opportunities abound
through the many environmentally-focused centers and institutes
housed on campus. CUNY’s Institute for Urban Systems, for example, is
working to find ways to green existing commercial buildings by “promoting advanced building system technologies and best practices that
reduce energy use and improve indoor environmental conditions and
waste management practices.”
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

5
Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
No
30
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

12,021
17,497
28
3.3
450-570
480-590

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,000
$10,800
$431
66

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool,
preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, preferred parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles, shuttle bus.
We incentivise transit use.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

12,340
22,159
38
440-550
470-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,600
$12,450
$329
$12,207
77

CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—HUNTER COLLEGE
695 PARK AVE, ROOM N203, NEW YORK, NY 10065 • ADMISSIONS: 212-772-4490 • FAX: 212-650-3472
FINANCIAL AID: 212-772-4820 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@HUNTER.CUNY.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.HUNTER.CUNY.EDU/HUNTERGREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Hunter Green is both a color and a commitment at Hunter
College. The college’s Sustainability Council came about in
direct response to New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s “30 in 10” Challenge: a pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent within 10 years. As a result, the
Council developed a 10-year Sustainability Plan focusing on eight key
areas: energy, efficiency and operations; curriculum and faculty development; student involvement; procurement and dining; fleet and transportation; waste and recycling; communication; and professional development. The college has implemented an extensive recycling program for
paper, metal, glass, plastic, e-waste, and household batteries. Occupancy
sensors have been installed in most rooms on campus, causing lights to
turn off automatically when rooms are unoccupied. In similar fashion,
most campus computers are programmed to turn off if they are inactive
for a designated amount of time. Modern, dual-fuel boilers that rely primarily on natural gas and reduce greenhouse gas emissions have been
installed on campus. A recent campus swimming pool renovation has
resulted in significant energy efficiencies, through a heat-conserving
cover and an energy-saving dehumidification system. The student-led
Hunter Solar Project received an award from the Clinton Global
Initiative along with a $4,000 grant from the Walmart Foundation to be
used toward a project to place photovoltaic solar panels on the roof of
Hunter’s campus. Research on fuel cell technology and photovoltaic cells
is currently being conducted by Hunter’s Physics department. Career
Development Services sponsors regular week-long workshops that
include “green job” modules and components.

CLAREMONT MCKENNA COLLEGE
890 COLUMBIA AVENUE, CLAREMONT, CA 91711 • ADMISSIONS: 909-621-8088 • FAX: 909-621-8516
FINANCIAL AID: 909-621-8356 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@CLAREMONTMCKENNA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CLAREMONTMCKENNA.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Measurability and accountability define the sustainability movement at
Claremont McKenna College, and students, faculty, and staff have all
risen to the occasion. In 2007, CMC was named the winner of the Dorm
Energy Challenge, a month-long competition between the five colleges
in the Claremont Consortium to reduce student energy consumption
and raise awareness about global warming. A campus-wide database is
currently under development and will provide more comprehensive
tracking of CMC’s use of limited resources, such as energy, electricity,
and water. CMC’s SoCal locale means that water is always in short supply, and in 2006 students received a grant from the National Wildlife
Foundation to install underground moisture sensors to improve landscaping irrigation efficiency. To date, there are 19 meters documenting
water usage in residence halls, academic and administrative buildings,
and on the grounds. The summer of 2009 saw the completion of green
renovations to two residence halls on campus, as well as the opening of
Claremont Hall, a LEED Silver dormitory that marries energy and
water efficiency with drought-tolerant landscaping and recycled materials. CMC will design, build, and pursue certification of all new buildings
at a LEED Silver level or higher. To promote clean transportation, faculty and staff that walk, bicycle, use public transportation, or carpool to
travel to work are given an additional $1.50 per workday. For students
interested in formal training in sustainability, CMC offers degree programs in the Environment, Economics, and Politics as well as
Environmental Science, and internships at the Roberts Environmental
Center and CMC’s own Burger Reserve conservation near Yosemite
National Park.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, campus safety
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 30

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

14,806
30,528
26
510-610
520-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,600
$12,450
$399
$3,726
57

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

20

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
18
No
Yes
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,210
3,856
18
630-730
660-750

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,510
$235
$12,525

THE SCHOOLS
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CLARK UNIVERSITY
950 MAIN STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01610-1477 • ADMISSIONS: 508-793-7431 • FAX: 508-793-8821
FINANCIAL AID: 508-793-7478 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CLARKU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CLARK.EDU/OFFICES/CAMPUSSUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 1982, the World’s Fair was held in Knoxville, TN, with the theme of
“Energy Turns the World.” That was also the year in which Clark
University dedicated its on-campus cogeneration plant. Clark’s
Integrated Community Energy System was built in response to a decade
of high energy costs, and saved the university 8,500 barrels of oil worth
$250,000 in the first year alone! Ten years later, Clark’s Recycling
Center began full-time operations, and today improving Clark’s 15 percent waste diversion rate is a major priority for the university. Clark
signed the ACUPCC in 2007 and is in the process of setting a target date
to become climate neutral. Taking a greenhouse gas inventory is the
first step, and Clark has employed a full-time sustainability officer to
manage this process. In addition, the university has started car share
and vanpool programs to encourage students and faculty to drive
together and cut down on gas and carbon. New buildings on campus are
required to meet LEED Silver standards at minimum. Since 2006,
Clark has offered a course called “The Sustainable University” in which
students not only learn about sustainability challenges, but implement
initiatives to promote sustainable practices on campus. A new student
bike club on campus has “put cycling back in recycling,” and offers students the chance to learn how to build bikes from salvaged parts. Other
Clark students have designed a composting project in the dining hall
that will help convert food waste into biofuel.

CLARKSON UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 5605, POTSDAM, NY 13699 • ADMISSIONS: 315-268-6480 • FAX: 315-268-7647
FINANCIAL AID: 315-268-6413 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@CLARKSON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CLARKSON.EDU/GREEN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Clarkson University has a number of environmental initiatives underway, such as a “No Styrofoam” policy on campus,
a commitment to keeping designated areas of campus “forever wild”, and a policy to limit the loss of trees eight inches in
diameter or greater during construction. The university has recently
expanded its recycling program to include electronic waste like computers
and monitors, fluorescent bulbs, batteries, ballasts, scrap metal, tires,
and used oil and anti-freeze. Clarkson has also adopted green building
policies, such as a commitment to pursuing LEED Silver certification on
all current and future construction. The university hosts a “dump and
run” at the end of the school year to reduce the stream of large items into
the trash during Move-Out weekend, and to give students an opportunity to buy discounted, used goods. The Clarkson Center for the
Environment sponsors workshops, seminars, and a small grants program, as well as undergraduate and graduate-level research experiences
on a variety of projects around renewable energy, clean water, and air
quality. Other on-campus organizations like Student Projects for
Engineering Experience and Design give students hands-on opportunities
to design eco-friendly homes, build electric cars, and assist with research
on the factors required to install a wind turbine on campus. New interdisciplinary minors in Sustainable Energy Systems for both engineering students and those in other disciplines are currently being initiated.
Clarkson’s Adirondack Lodge and trails provide recreational equipment
and outlets for numerous outdoor recreation experiences.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer

Yes
15
Yes
No
No
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,293
5,299
56
3.47
550-660
540-650
550-660

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,900
$320
$6,750
51

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
preferred parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, student life, residence
life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,717
4,125
73
3.47
500-610
560-660
490-580

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,220
$690
$11,518
79

CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
105 SIKES HALL, BOX 345124, CLEMSON, SC 29634-5124 • ADMISSIONS: 864-656-2287
FAX: 864-656-2464 • FINANCIAL AID: 864-656-2280 • E-MAIL: CUADMISSIONS@CLEMSON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CLEMSON.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Clemson University is remaking itself into a top-20 public
educational institution, and part of that effort includes
establishing a long-term plan for sustainability on campus.
In September 2009, the university president approved the
charter forming the President’s Commission on Sustainability, but the
university has been making strides toward a greener campus since at
least 2004, when the campus’ first LEED-certified building (and the
first one in South Carolina) opened its doors. Since then, the Fraternity
Quad on Clemson’s campus has been LEED certified, and the university has committed to seeking LEED Silver for all newly-constructed
buildings and large renovations going forward. Clemson is committed to
reducing its total energy consumption by 20 percent by 2020, and has
implemented an aggressive energy conservation program that includes
utilizing temperature setbacks, demand management techniques, and
upgrading lighting. As a renowned institution intent upon increasing its
academic stature even further, Clemson offers plenty of research opportunities to students. The Clemson University Restoration Institute was
established in 2004 to help develop environmentally-friendly restoration industries in South Carolina. Clemson’s dining services get in on
the fun through its recycling, waste reduction, and energy efficiency
efforts. Cooking oil is converted to 100 percent bio diesel fuel, and a
refillable soft drink and coffee mug discount program is in place at retail
locations. Each year, Clemson recycles 4,815 gallons of cooking oil, and
13,000 pounds of paper.

COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 261954, CONWAY, SC 29528-6054 • ADMISSIONS: 843-349-2170 • FAX: 843-349-2127
FINANCIAL AID: 843-349-2325 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@COASTAL.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.COASTAL.EDU/SUSTAIN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Coastal Carolina University (CCU) Campus and
Community Sustainability Initiative dates back to 2005,
when CCU formalized efforts to become an environmentally sustainable university, by bringing the topic of sustainability into the curriculum, and serving as a resource on environmental
sustainability for the local community. One of the university’s first
efforts was to work with the local branch of Habitat for Humanity to
develop a sustainable building and living program. Through this program, CCU helps Habitat for Humanity incorporate sustainable practices and materials into their homes, and has developed a service learning/mentoring course that connects CCU students with Habitat volunteers as well as the residents of Habitat homes. CCU has also partnered
with the only utility company in South Carolina producing green electricity to develop energy projects that lower electricity costs and emissions. South Carolina’s first solar green power site is on CCU’s campus
and consists of a solar array on top of four bus shelters on the main campus. CCU’s Sustainability Initiative has also worked in close collaboration with the CCU Buildings and Grounds Committee to develop the
High Performance Building and Renovation Initiative, a plan to achieve
LEED certification for all new construction and renovations. Several
faculty members working on sustainability-themed research projects
such as storm water management and wind power, provide opportunities for undergraduates to get involved. Outside of the classroom, students can join organizations like Students for Environmental Action
and Eco-Reps.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
35
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

15,247
16,282
63
4.1
550-640
580-670
490-590

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,478
$25,788
$500
$6,774
18

Green Facts
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

7,544
8,706
74
3.31
460-550
470-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,950
$18,770

THE SCHOOLS
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COLBY COLLEGE
4000 MAYFLOWER HILL, WATERVILLE, ME 04901-8848 • ADMISSIONS: 207-859-4800
FAX: 207-859-4828 • FINANCIAL AID: 207-859-4832 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@COLBY.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.COLBY.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Colby College’s Environmental Science/Studies program is
among the oldest offered at U.S. liberal arts colleges. The
number of majors in the program grew from five in 1995 to
approximately 80 in 2008, including several interdisciplinary tracks emphasizing policy or science from an environmental perspective, or an environmental track in hard sciences like Biology and
Chemistry. Student projects in these programs have helped contribute
to Colby’s green momentum. The campus is home to a 128-acre arboretum and wildlife sanctuary, and the college owns additional properties
on the nearby Belgrade Lakes, including a kettle bog for research. 20%
of food served in dining halls is procured locally, 60 percent of the campus grounds are maintained organically, and more than 80 percent of
cleaning products used are Green Seal-certified. Perhaps most impressively, 100 percent of the energy used on campus is from renewable
sources, and a cogeneration turbine on campus supplies 13 percent of
the school’s electricity needs. Colby has committed to seeking LEED
Silver certification on all future building projects. Students play active
roles in the college’s green initiatives, as members of the Environmental
Advisory Committee to the college president, as recycling coordinators,
and as members of student organizations like the Environmental
Coalition, the Organic Gardening Club, and Project RESCUE (Recycle
Everything, Save Colby’s Usable Excess), which collects furniture,
household items, and clothing left behind by students at the end of the
year for donation to local nonprofits. It’s no wonder that Colby’s overall
waste diversion rate is an impressive 64 percent.

COLGATE UNIVERSITY
13 OAK DRIVE, HAMILTON, NY 13346 • ADMISSIONS: 315-228-7401 • FAX: 315-228-7544
FINANCIAL AID: 315-228-7431 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@MAIL.COLGATE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.COLGATE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Colgate University had a big year in 2009. In January 2009, Colgate
signed the ACUPCC; later that year, the university completed its greenhouse gas inventory, something it had been aiming to do since becoming
a signatory of the Clean Air-Cool Planet Climate Action Plan in 2004.
Energy-saving measures have already been implemented on campus;
the university encourages the purchase of Energy Star appliances,
lighting, motion sensors, and computer sleep protocols, and operates a
low-emission, diesel fuel-powered, free shuttle service to help cut down
on carbon emissions on campus and in the surrounding community. But
the real feather in Colgate’s hat is its successful conversion to clean
energy sources to power the campus. Today, the university derives 100
percent of its electricity from hydroelectric or nuclear power, and 75 percent of its heating needs from an on-campus, woodchip-burning heating
plant (Sayonara, fossil fuels). Last year, this plant helped Colgate avoid
consuming the equivalent of 1.17 million gallons of fuel oil and saved
the university over $1.8 million in heating costs. New buildings on campus must be built to LEED Silver standards, and architectural consultants who work on renovations of existing buildings must themselves be
LEED APs. Colgate’s location in a prosperous agricultural area affords
the university incredible opportunities to support the local farming community. Already, Colgate’s Center for Outreach, Volunteerism, and
Education collects hundreds of pounds of unused food at the end of the
year and donates it to a local food bank or shelter.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, vanpool,
scheduled public bus connections
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 87
% school grounds maintained organically
60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,838
4,520
34
630-720
640-720
630-710

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$50,320
38

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,799
7,816
32
3.62
630-710
640-730

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$40,690
$280
$9,970
35

COLLEGE OF THE ATLANTIC
105 EDEN STREET, ADMISSION OFFICE, BAR HARBOR, ME 04609 • ADMISSIONS: 207-288-5015
FAX: 207-288-4126 • FINANCIAL AID: 207-288-5015 • E-MAIL: INQUIRY@COA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.COA.EDU/ENVIRONMENTAL-COMMITMENT.HTM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
How committed is the College of the Atlantic to the ideas and ideals of
sustainability? In 2007, in line with the school’s Carbon NetZero initiative, COA became the country’s first carbon neutral college. In fact, to
date, it’s the only college in the nation that is completely carbon neutral.
The school encourages energy conservation by using renewable sources
(electricity comes from non-emitting renewable hydropower and the
new student dorms have space heating and hot water courtesy of wood
pellet boilers) and environmentally-sound building practices (the new
student dorms are heavily-insulated, have triple-pane windows, and
include composting toilets). COA routinely conducts energy audits of the
campus with the goal of making existing buildings, which were retrofitted and upgraded in 2008, more energy efficient. The college also focuses on providing local and organic food to its students and staff; COA has
its own organic farm on campus, which supplies the cafeteria with produce as the seasons permit. That said, the school is keen to note that “all
food waste is composted.” In fact, with designated composting bins in
the cafeteria as well as every dorm (not to mention recycling bins for
plastic, glass, and paper in every office), there’s no excuse at COA not to
compost. The college also takes a proactive approach to teaching sustainability in the classroom through its Sustainable Foods Systems
Program, which explores how COA’s work in organic agriculture can be
applied to larger food system issues. In 2008, the Campus Committee
for Sustainability was created so that students could work actively to
make COA even greener.

COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 1 COLLEGE STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01610-2395
ADMISSIONS: 508-793-2443 • FAX: 508-793-3888 • FINANCIAL AID: 508-793-2265
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@HOLYCROSS.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.HOLYCROSS.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A signatory of the ACUPCC, College of the Holy Cross is well on its way
to realizing its goal of becoming carbon neutral by the year 2040. Holy
Cross’ Task Force on the Environment is responsible for overseeing the
college’s response to the challenge of sustainability, under the leadership of a cross section of faculty and staff. Renewable energy initiatives
on campus include a partnership with TransCanada, a renewable energy supplier that will reduce the school’s carbon footprint by 30 percent.
Holy Cross has also received a Massachusetts Technology Collaborative
Feasibility Study grant to investigate the feasibility of wind energy on
campus. New construction on campus adheres to a strict green building
policy, with the intent of achieving LEED Silver certification standards
on all major construction and renovations. The Integrated Science
Complex currently under construction will use an energy recovery
wheel to capture and reuse heat and humidity from air exhausted from
the building. In 2009, the college began to grow fruit and vegetables in
a community garden on campus, and student dining halls regularly feature “slow food” dinners, where cooks prepare locally grown and locally
purchased meat and produce. Internships and projects working with
environmental organizations and not-for-profit groups throughout the
Worcester area are plentiful, and many students participate through
Holy Cross’ Environment Studies program, and student-run environmental groups like Eco-Action.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

20

Yes
75
Yes
Yes
Yes
31
Yes
Yes
75
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

321
322
75
620-690
510-620
570-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,580
$480
$8,490
82

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, vanpool, preferred parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
5
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,897
6,652
36
3.79
600-680
610-690
600-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,330
$562
$10,940

THE SCHOOLS
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THE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY
PO BOX 7718, EWING, NJ 08628-0718 • ADMISSIONS: 609-771-2131 • FAX: 609-637-5174
FINANCIAL AID: 609-771-2211 • E-MAIL: TCNJINFO@TCNJ.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.TCNJ.EDU/CLIMATE/INDEX

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The College of New Jersey has only been operating under
that name since 1996, but in a few short years it’s managed
to define itself as a green leader. Signing the ACUPCC has
spurred The College of New Jersey on to impressive sustainable action. The college has formed the President’s Climate
Commitment Committee, evaluated its carbon footprint, completed its
greenhouse gas inventory, audited its energy consumption, and developed conservation and sustainability strategies—often with the direct
involvement of students. TCNJ has committed to purchasing carbon offsets for greenhouse gases produced by travel and commuting. Outside
consultants were hired to develop a comprehensive sustainability and
climate neutrality plan for the campus, while the college’s Municipal
Land Use Center is authoring similar plans for the state of New Jersey.
The College of New Jersey’s Municipal Land Use Center also offers the
Sustainable Communities’ Implementation Grant Program, which supports “municipalities that have shown leadership, vision and commitment to creating sustainable community plans and programs.” Back on
campus, TCNJ is making an aggressive effort to incorporate sustainability into the curriculum, through freshman seminars, liberal learning programs, research opportunities, and possibly new majors and
minors (TCNJ already offers an interdisciplinary Environmental
Studies concentration). Students can use summer research opportunities in the School of Science to focus on sustainability-related topics.
Student environmental organizations have diversified over the years,
and now many focus on specific aspects of the environment: for example, Water Watch, Roots and Shoots, and so forth.

COLLEGE OF SAINT BENEDICT/
SAINT JOHN’S UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 7155, COLLEGEVILLE, MN 56321-7155 • ADMISSIONS: 320-363-2196 • FAX: 320-363-2750
FINANCIAL AID: 320-363-5452 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CSBSJU.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.CSBSJU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a Benedictine institution, the College of Saint Benedict and Saint
John’s University believe it’s their responsibility to live and teach the
value of environmental stewardship.
Signing the ACUPCC was a major step in this direction, and CSB/SJU
has undertaken the long process of completing a greenhouse gas emissions inventory and creating a sustainability plan. As many of CSB/SJU’s
emissions come from commuter cars, the institution offers free bus passes and carpool parking to reduce the number of cars on campus. Today, 80
percent of student trips to and from campus are through alternative
transportation. Recycling is big on both campuses: SJU has a totally commingled system, where all recyclable materials can be put in the same
container. CSB/SJU’s career center offers many resources for pursuing
green careers, including workshops on environmental jobs and panels featuring alums with green jobs. Students who major in Environmental
Studies complete a thesis including original research, and CSB/SJU has
an endowed research fund to finance these projects. Five percent of current food expenditures go towards organic or sustainable products, and
vegetarian options are always available at every meal. One of the best
examples of CSB/SJU’s attitude towards environmental stewardship is
the Saint John’s Arboretum, a 2,740 acre forest that students can use to
study sustainable land management. The arboretum also provides a place
to preserve the native flora and fauna of the area. Best of all, students
enrolled in CSB/SJU’s Forestry and Environmental Studies programs can
do their research right in their own (huge) backyard.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
12
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, campus safety
Waste diversion rate (%)
23
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
8
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 22
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,197
9,283
46
560-660
590-690
570-670

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,980
$17,666
$3,742
$9,612
19

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school grounds maintained organically

5

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
48

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,966
3,204
74
3.66
500-633
540-660

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,936
59

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM
AND MARY

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, P.O. BOX 8795, WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23187-8795
ADMISSIONS: 757-221-4223 • FAX: 757-221-1242 • FINANCIAL AID: 757-221-2420
E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WM.EDU • WEBSITE: WM.EDU/SITES/SUSTAINABILITY/INDX.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At the College of William and Mary, student research and institutional
initiatives toward sustainability go hand-in-hand. A group of physics students is designing and testing solar cells on the roof of the building that
houses their department. Participants from the Student Environmental
Action Coalition, the Eco-House (a dorm in which sustainability-focused
students live and share their interests), and the Sharpe Community
Scholars Program (which supports select first-years in academics and
community engagement) recently came together to build green roof test
plots. These are just some of the opportunities made possible by the
Committee on Sustainability and funding from the recently initiated
Student Green Fee, the aim of which is to create a “green endowment”
and to provide grants and funding for sustainability projects designed and
implemented by students, faculty, and staff. Part of this funding goes
toward four summer research internships. Two recent recipients audited
campus recycling and waste management services and came up with a
plan to help the college save $40,000 annually. The college’s dining services team has also recently hired three student interns to coordinate local
and sustainable food initiatives. William and Mary is entirely transparent about its sustainability efforts (not surprising when it has so much to
brag about); the Committee on Sustainability includes a Sustainability
Fellow who regularly blogs about the school’s progress and writes press
releases to let the media know about W&M’s green progress. New campus
buildings are required to achieve LEED Silver certification or better, and
the brand new business school has applied for Gold certification.

COLORADO COLLEGE
14 EAST CACHE LA POUDRE STREET, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80903 • ADMISSIONS: 719-389-6344
FAX: 719-389-6816 • FINANCIAL AID: 719-389-6651 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@COLORADOCOLLEGE.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.COLORADOCOLLEGE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Colorado College built the nation’s first LEED-certified science center in 2005, and has only looked forward since. In
2008, the LEED Gold Cornerstone Arts Center was opened
and a 25 kilowatt solar PV array was installed, providing an
on-campus source for renewable energy (plans are in the works for
large-scale wind and solar projects). The college also looks to reduce its
environmental impact through a UN Climate Crews Fellowship supported campuswide, and a semester-long resource conservation and
waste reduction campaign, aCClimate 14, which aims to encourage students and staff to consider how they can improve economic and environmental conditions on campus. Colorado College also takes particular
pride in the fact that its radio station will become “the first National
Public Radio station housed in an Earthship building and completely
powered by renewable energy.” The school features a one-acre community garden that provides the cafeteria with local, organic produce.
Colorado College has also implemented a single-stream recycling plan
and a composting plan, which diverts 40 tons of waste from landfills
yearly. Students play a key role in the school’s continuing commitment
to sustainability; independent research is required of all Environmental
Science and Environmental Policy majors and minors, and numerous
on-campus sustainability internships focus on campus and regional sustainability issues. In addition, the State of the Rockies Project, which
investigates solutions to local environmental issues through state-ofthe-art research, fosters student experience and exposure to sustainability research.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, carpool parking, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
22
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 30
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,790
12,109
34
4
620-730
620-720
610-710

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,100
$31,264
23

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
45
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,966
4,941
32
620-710
620-710
610-710

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,278

THE SCHOOLS
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COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
1062 CAMPUS DELIVERY, AMMONS HALL, FORT COLLINS, CO 80523-1062
ADMISSIONS: 970-491-6909 • FAX: 970-491-7799 • FINANCIAL AID: 970-491-6321
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@COLOSTATE.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.FM.COLOSTATE.EDU/SUSTAIN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Colorado State University signed the Talloires Declaration in 2001 and
the ACUPCC in 2008, but before that it had already racked up some
impressive accolades demonstrating its commitment to sustainability.
CSU was the first institution of higher learning in the world to receive
LEED for Commercial Interiors certification. It was also the first university to collect data via satellite for weather forecasting, and it founded the United States’ first emissions-control program, an invaluable
resource for reducing greenhouse gases on campus. In addition to all
this, CSU was also one of the first universities nationwide to offer green
power to its students. (With more than 700 students currently using
this option, CSU will keep 760,000 pounds of carbon dioxide from being
produced this year alone.) Every university diesel-fueled vehicle runs on
biodiesel fuel, and CSU is in the process of constructing a biomass boiler that will burn wood chips claimed from forest fire mitigation projects.
CSU’s recycling program works actively to ensure that all recyclable
waste avoids the landfill by increasing the number of recycling bins
around campus and investing in a new truck. As a result, in 2008, 51
percent of the university’s waste was recycled. CSU also has a taste for
culinary sustainability: The campus-based, student-run Aspen Grille is
the second green-certified restaurant in Colorado and provides environmentally-minded cuisine by purchasing locally produced meats,
cheeses, and produce. Furthering its commitment to local sustainability, CSU’s Forest Service tree nursery produces two million seedlings
annually in order to reduce carbon monoxide and provide even more
greenery for the surrounding area.

CORNELL UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS, 410 THURSTON AVE, ITHACA, NY 14850 • ADMISSIONS: 607-255-5241
FAX: 607-255-0659 • FINANCIAL AID: 607-255-5147 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CORNELL.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABLECAMPUS.CORNELL.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Cornell University’s Center for a Sustainable Future brings
together students, faculty and staff to “help advance multidisciplinary research and cultivate innovative collaborations
within and beyond Cornell to foster a sustainable future for
all.” The Center provides grants for campus sustainability
projects, coordinates interdepartmental research, and oversees the hiring of faculty focused on sustainability. Cornell has set an ambitious goal
to become carbon neutral by 2050. A key element of its plan is its
Transportation Demand Management program, which provides Cornell
commuters with incentives to use vanpools, public transportation, and
bikes. As part of this effort, the Omniride program provides free access
to public transportation for members of the Cornell community who give
up a parking permit. As a result of this and other measures, Cornell commuters now consume 417,000 fewer gallons of fuel per year. There are
active green groups on campus to fill every niche, including Greeks Go
Green, Kyoto NOW!, Society for Natural Resources Conservation,
Engineers for a Sustainable World, and the Sustainable Enterprise
Association. Over 60 percent of waste on campus is recycled or composted, including 320 tons of food from the dining halls. Cornell considers
itself a caretaker of the natural environment: In total, the school manages 3,500 acres of biologically diverse natural land on and around its
campus. The school has several LEED-certified buildings—in fact,
Cornell built the first LEED-certified residence hall in New York.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, preferred parking
for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
3.3
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

21,204
15,253
72
3.56
500-610
510-640
490-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,822
$20,744
$1,496
$8,378
37

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
21
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
77

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

13,882
34,371
19
630-730
660-770

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,750
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CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY
2500 CALIFORNIA PLAZA, OMAHA, NE 68178 • ADMISSIONS: 402-280-2703 • FAX: 402-280-2685
FINANCIAL AID: 402-280-2731 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@CREIGHTON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CREIGHTON.EDU/ABOUT/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Creighton University has only recently formed a Sustainability
Committee, but admirable efforts to green the campus are already
underway. Students coordinated with the Sustainability Council, faculty, and staff to participate in February’s National Teach-In on Global
Warming, which featured a series of panel discussions, a display of sustainability activity on campus, and a panel on Climate and Faith—an
important topic at this Jesuit school. The university has put a singlestream recycling program into place, and undertaken a “clean green”
initiative: 95 percent of cleaning products used on campus are Green
Seal-certified. Dining services participates in extensive recycling of
cardboard and cooking oil, and groundskeepers pay careful attention to
campus plantings, using native flora, drip irrigation, and organic
mulch. Rain gardens to help manage storm water are currently under
consideration, and the university is collaborating with local utility companies to create a site for collecting solar energy. At the end of each
semester, Creightonians Helping the Less Fortunate collects unwanted
household items from residence halls and distributes them—by the
truckload—to places like homeless shelters and the Salvation Army.
Creighton offers an interdisciplinary program in Environmental
Science through its Institute of Environmental Science, and other sustainability-focused classes, such as “Ecocomposition: Writing about
Environment, Culture, and Experience,” and “Introduction to Green
Cultural Studies.” Creighton’s Chemistry department emphasizes
“green chemistry” practices, and the Biology department has curriculum that extends into the community to educate citizens about native
plants and sustainable planting practices.

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
6016 MCNUTT HALL, HANOVER, NH 03755 • ADMISSIONS: 603-646-2875 • FAX: 603-646-1216
FINANCIAL AID: 603-646-2451 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS.OFFICE@DARTMOUTH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DARTMOUTH.EDU/~SUSTAIN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The crown jewel among Dartmouth College’s sustainability
undertakings is the Sustainable Living Center, which offers
a small number of students the chance to live in a model
green dormitory for a semester and serves as a focal point
for sustainability efforts on campus. The building is moving
towards net zero energy, and features “Green Lite” technology to help
residents track their resource use in real time. Eco-awareness is spreading across campus with the help of Dartmouth Trustees, who invested
$12.5 million to support energy efficiency projects on campus.
Dartmouth recently established a tenured faculty position in
Sustainability Sciences, and is adding a number of new green courses to
its existing offerings. There are seven major green student groups on
campus, including The Big Green Bus, a group of students that travels
across the country on a vegetable oil-powered bus, educating Americans
about the environment. Dorms have ECO reps, and the Greek system
has Green Greek sustainability chairs. Each year, campus environmental groups organize a sustainable move-in sale where they resell items
left behind the previous year. In 2008, the profits went to purchase a
motion detector lighting system for a Dartmouth fraternity, and to a
local organization that helps low-income families weatherize their
homes. Dartmouth’s career services office organizes trips to environmental career fairs, as well as panels on “Careers for the Common
Good,” which include several speakers on sustainability. Students who
want to research sustainability on their own can find grants and fellowships through the Dartmouth Dickey Center for International
Understanding.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
vanpool, extensive shuttle system
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

4,133
4,752
82
3.75
520-640
540-650

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$28,238
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
30
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
3
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 8

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,090
18,132
13
660-770
680-780
670-780

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,445
$234
$11,295

THE SCHOOLS
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SPOTLIGHT ON “THE BIG GREEN”
AT DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
Though Dartmouth College has never had an official mascot, students coined the nickname “The Big Green”
after a shade of forest green was adopted as the school’s official color. That moniker has never been more
appropriate. Dartmouth is making tremendous strides toward sustainability, all framed by an impressive
commitment: The college has said it will lower its carbon dioxide emissions from 2005 levels by 30 percent by
the year 2030. Dartmouth was recently awarded a grant from the New Hampshire Greenhouse Gas Emission
Reduction Fund to assist with this effort. Funds will cover the cost of implementing an energy monitoring
system around campus. The college has a green building policy in place, and already boasts four certified
buildings, including two LEED Gold and two LEED Silver.
Dartmouth also does a fantastic job mobilizing its students to action through initiatives like sustainable moving sales (Dartmouth’s 2009 Sustainable Move-In Sale was its largest and most successful to date, with nearly all of the donated items sold and over $9,000 raised), dorm energy-use competitions, and the 350 campaign.
The 350 campaign is a visual activism project in which community members gathered on Collis porch for a
group photo that was sent to world leaders at the Compenhagen Summit (“350” stands for the safe upper
limit of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere). Students also run Dartmouth’s organic farm.
Originally created “for the education and instruction of Youth of the Indian Tribes in this Land in reading, writing and all parts of Learning,” Dartmouth has established academic and social programs designed to reconnect the institution with its Native American roots, which is fitting given the culture’s association with an ethic
of environmental stewardship. As a result of its efforts, Dartmouth has graduated over 500 Native American
students from over 120 different tribes, more than the other seven Ivy League universities combined.

DENISON UNIVERSITY
BOX H, GRANVILLE, OH 43023 • ADMISSIONS: 740-587-6276 • FAX: 740-587-6306
FINANCIAL AID: 800-336-4766 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@DENISON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DENISON.EDU/ABOUT/SUSTAINABILITY.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Rumors that Denison University was once a stop on the
Underground Railroad have persisted for years, but there’s
nothing underground about Denison’s commitment to sustainability. In 1977, Denison established the Denison University
Homestead, a living/learning community for students with a strong commitment to an environmentally responsible way of life. An Environmental
Studies program was established in the 1990s, a green renovation of an oncampus building was completed in 1996, and Denison’s recycling program
was established in 2003, followed by the opening of an on-campus recycling
center in 2004. A signatory of the Talloires Declaration, Denison’s latest
development in the path to sustainability is the development of an
Environmental Task Force responsible for overseeing the university’s
green initiatives. The university is currently establishing a systematic
energy conservation/retrofit program for existing buildings with the goal
to complete retrofitting of all buildings in the next three to five years.
Future construction projects on campus are required to be LEED-certified,
and the university is exploring LEED certification for existing buildings on
campus after planned retrofits. The university’s recycling program is comprehensive, including even construction waste and metal, and the school
has begun composting operations for yard waste and kitchen food scraps.
The chemicals used in the university’s cleaning operations and grounds
upkeep are almost 100 percent green, and incandescent bulbs are no
longer used on campus (except where required). Environmental Studies
and other academic programs require students to work on assignments
related to sustainability, and the university’s Facilities Services supports
the programs with data, funding, and work study opportunities.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, vanpool, preferred parking for lowemitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,240
5,002
50
3.5
600-700
600-680

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,650
46

DEPAUL UNIVERSITY
1 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD, SUITE 9000, CHICAGO, IL 60604-2287 • ADMISSIONS: 312-362-8300
FAX: 312-362-5749 • FINANCIAL AID: 312-362-8091 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@DEPAUL.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
DePaul University has made significant strides toward becoming more
environmentally sustainable through green building initiatives, conservation efforts, use of alternative energy sources, and academic programs. The Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan Science Building achieved
LEED Gold in 2009. The building features a storm water management
plan, a partial green roof, use of recycled construction products, and a
green housekeeping program. With funding secured by the Student
Government Association, DePaul was able to install 34 solar light poles
on campus to reduce electricity usage and pollution. Transportation is
another area of focus, and DePaul’s Public Safety car fleet includes
hybrid vehicles. DePaul also participates in the U-Pass program, which
provides a financial incentive for students who use public transportation. Through a partnership with I-GO, DePaul introduced a car-sharing service on campus and provides two hybrid cars for use by students
and faculty members. DePaul has laid out more than $5 million on energy-related projects since 2000. The Information Services department
recently implemented server virtualization to maximize its processing
power and reduce the number of servers needed, resulting in approximately $400,000 in savings on hardware that will now be kept from
landfills. Best of all, this initiative reduced server energy consumption
by 40 percent. Environmental Concerns Organization is a student group
on campus that engages in recycling, community service, and advocacy
on environmental issues. DePaul offers students an Environmental
Science major that provides research opportunities in soil and wetland
science, restoration ecology, and conservation biology.

DICKINSON COLLEGE
PO BOX 1773, CARLISLE, PA 17013-2896 • ADMISSIONS: 717-245-1231 • FAX: 717-245-1442
FINANCIAL AID: 717-245-1308 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@DICKINSON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DICKINSON.EDU/ABOUT/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Though half of its energy comes from renewable sources,
Dickinson College isn’t ready to rest on its laurels—the
school is always on the lookout for ways it can improve sustainability on campus and in its students’ lives. To aid this
goal, the college has a 23-member Sustainability Task Force
that focuses on how the campus can commit to a more sustainable
future by reducing pollution, preserving natural resources, educating
the community on environmental issues, and developing initiatives to
reduce both cost and consumption on campus. In line with this, in 2007
President Durden signed the American Colleges and Universities
Presidents’ Climate Commitment, an agreement that involves
Dickinson moving toward climate neutrality and furthering its goals of
developing a sustainable energy management and renewable energy
infrastructure. All new buildings on campus must achieve LEED Silver
certification, and Dickinson is in the process of cultivating a 30-acre
organic farm which will one day supply the campus cafeteria with most,
if not all, of its produce needs. Also, in 2008, the Center for
Environmental and Sustainable Education was founded, whose mission
is to provide information and organization for all students and faculty
at the college looking to expand both their knowledge of and commitment to the environment. Students and faculty receive hands-on learning experiences in renewable energy technology through Dickinson’s
Biodiesel Project, an initiative that also provides campus vehicles with
an environmentally sustainable alternative to diesel fuel, essentially
allowing the school to use a food service waste product to reduce air polluting emissions.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15

Yes

Yes
Yes
No
No
4
Yes
Yes
40
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

15,821
11,564
74
3.36
520-640
520-620
520-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$26,765
$577
$10,617
51

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, student life, residence
life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
50
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,330
5,026
49
600-690
590-680
590-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,780
$334
$10,080

THE SCHOOLS
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DICKINSON COLLEGE: LEAVING NO TRACES
Dickinson’s Center for Sustainable Living, known as “The Treehouse,” takes its environmental inspiration
from Walt Whitman. “Now I am terrified at the Earth, it is that calm and patient/It grows such sweet things
out of such corruptions/...It gives such divine materials to men, and accepts such leavings from them at last.”
The Treehouse is working diligently to reduce the impact of those leavings at Dickinson. Residents of the living community “work actively on issues of campus greening, publish a newsletter called ‘Leaves’, and host a
series of dinners, guest speakers and community events.” Even the building housing these do-gooders is sustainable: One of two LEED Gold buildings on Dickinson’s campus, The Treehouse features a grid-tied photovoltaic system and functions as an academic resource for students studying sustainable living and green
building on campus.
Dickinson’s other LEED Gold building is an addition to its state-of-the-art Rector Science Complex. Stuart
and James Halls opened in 2009 and “reflect Dickinson’s nationally-recognized science programs as well as
its commitment to the environment and sustainability in its curriculum and facilities.” Stuart and James
Halls consist of 90,000 square feet of labs, classrooms, and research space, all designed to foster true learning in an environment that marries artfulness with a commitment to green. The building’s green features
include a storm water retention pond, extensive use of natural lighting, and restoration of native plantings
around the site. As further proof of Dickinson’s environmentally-responsible building practices, Stuart Hall
was shifted westward during the design stage to preserve several large specimen trees in the area.
Dickinson has been nationally-recognized for its international education opportunities. As the sponsor of 12
study centers abroad, it’s only a matter of time before the college takes its place as a global model of environmental stewardship, teaching others how to preserve and protect nature’s “divine materials to men.”

DREW UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF COLLEGE ADMISSIONS, MADISON, NJ 07940-1493 • ADMISSIONS: 973-408-3739
FAX: 973-408-3068 • FINANCIAL AID: 973-408-3112 • E-MAIL: CADM@DREW.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DREW.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Originally established as a theological seminary, Drew University’s ecumenical foundation can be seen in its commitment to the natural world.
Drew is home to an on-campus arboretum that serves as a laboratory for
students enrolled in its newly-created Environmental Studies program.
The major includes three concentrations—general Environmental
Studies, Environmental Sustainability and Society, and Environmental
Science—and provides opportunities to collaborate with other departments such as Economics, Biology, Political Science, Chemistry, and
even Theology on sustainability research projects. The campus has committed to “planting only native tree and plant species on campus
grounds” and restoring the forest floor through an “annual fern planting in sections of the campus and removal of turf to create ‘no-mow
zones.’” An ACUPCC signatory, the university recently opened New
Jersey’s first green dorm which features a variety of eco-friendly features, including a geothermal heating and cooling system that “utilizes
the Earth’s natural temperature to regulate its interior heat and air
conditioning.” The building also features energy-efficient light fixtures,
water-efficient plumbing, and low-emissions paint. Drew’s Earth House
is a sustainable living and learning community that works to raise environmental awareness on campus and provide a forum where environmentally concerned students can exchange ideas and views. Recycling is
a community effort at Drew and mandatory for all students, staff, and
faculty; the university recycles 100 percent of its landscape waste.
Drew’s career center “assists with research for green jobs and provides
information sessions and career panels including panels with Drew
graduates with green jobs.”
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, student life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
1
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,575
5,219
68
3.33
520-650
510-620
510-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,310
$707
$10,368
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DREXEL UNIVERSITY
3141 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104 • ADMISSIONS: 215-895-2400 • FAX: 215-895-5939
FINANCIAL AID: 215-895-2537 • E-MAIL: ENROLL@DREXEL.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DREXEL.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
It’s all about the build at Drexel University. Drexel has become the first
university in the country to require the use of independent environmental impact monitoring software for all new construction projects. The
Integrated Sciences Building currently under construction will be the
first academic building in the United States to have a four-story biofilter wall: a living wall of vegetation through which air intakes and outputs will be filtered, improving energy efficiency and indoor air quality.
The Recreation Center is the first building in Philadelphia to have total
storm water management, collecting and using rainwater in the building’s toilets. A recently completed residence hall incorporates many sustainability-focused features, including a green roof. In 2002, Drexel was
one of the first universities to purchase wind power, leading to an estimated environmental benefit that is equivalent to planting about
17,700 acres of trees, or not driving over 45 million miles. Speaking of
driving, the campus transportation fleet includes both biodiesel fuel and
hybrid vehicles, and 95 percent of commuter trips to campus are
through alternative transportation. Thirty percent of food expenditures
go toward local or organic food and the school boasts an overall waste
diversion rate of 40 percent. Drexel offers plenty of environmentallyfocused programs, including Environmental Policy, Environmental
Education, Environmental Engineering, and Urban Environmental
Studies. Student initiatives include Smart House, a project to construct
an urban home that will serve as a laboratory for exploring sustainable
design and technology.

DRURY UNIVERSITY
900 NORTH BENTON AVENUE, SPRINGFIELD, MO 65802-3712 • ADMISSIONS: 417-873-7205
FAX: 417-866-3873 • FINANCIAL AID: 417-873-7312 • E-MAIL: DRURYAD@DRURY.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DRURY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Drury University has recently undertaken several new measures in order to address consumption and improve conservation on campus. One such project involves the university’s
dining commons, where trays have been outlawed in order to
conserve water (needed to wash the trays) and energy (needed to heat the
aforementioned water), thereby reducing environmentally-damaging
chemicals and detergents, and reducing food waste by “25 to 30 percent
per person.” Drury also recently built a sustainable Habitat for Humanity
House in a Springfield subdivision. The house achieved LEED Platinum
certification, making it only the 37th house in the nation to receive such
a rating, and only the third such construction in Missouri. In line with
this, the university is focusing its efforts regarding energy management
on its buildings through renovation and retrofitting. The Trustee Science
Center features bamboo flooring and energy-efficient fixtures. Drury’s
iconic Stone Chapel was also recently renovated and a geothermal air
conditioning system was installed. To bolster its efforts to reduce waste,
the university has opened a new recycling center that accepts aluminum,
plastic, and paper products. However, students who have plastic bags,
batteries, printer and toner cartridges, cell phones, and clothing to dump
can rest easy: the university has programs in place to recycle those as
well. Drury also addresses environmental issues through such classes as
“Sustainable Development: The Relationship Between Natural and Built
Environments,” which offers students hands-on adventures in sustainability through field trips to the local power plant, water testing at Jordan
Creek, and a trash dive to discover the amount of recyclable waste that is
thrown away (at last count, it was estimated by students that one-third
of trash examined could have been recycled).

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
40
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
18
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 35
% school grounds maintained organically
30

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

13,069
16,867
72
3.47
530-630
560-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,800
$2,035
$12,680
61

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

5
Yes
30
Yes
No
Yes
3.5
Yes
No
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

1,542
1,108
72
3.83

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$18,598
$415
$6,703

THE SCHOOLS
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DUKE UNIVERSITY
2138 CAMPUS DRIVE, BOX 90586, DURHAM, NC 27708-0586 • ADMISSIONS: 919-684-3214
WEBSITE: WWW.DUKE.EDU/WEB/ESC

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Duke University, sustainability starts from the bottom up—each
year, the administration provides $50,000 in grants to fund green projects initiated by students, faculty, and staff. Students have used the
money to begin a composting program at Duke’s Marine Lab, travel to
sustainability conferences, and install rainwater cisterns on campus
buildings. Duke’s Eco-Olympics competition pits dorms against each
other to reduce their energy and water consumption. The winning dorm
gets a party—complete with Ben and Jerry’s ice cream—with the university’s president. Duke’s Energy Star policy commits the university to
buying energy-efficient appliances whenever possible. Numerous green
organizations on campus include the Environmental Alliance, which
works with the facilities department to hand out free energy-efficient
fluorescent light bulbs to incoming freshmen, and coordinates the Green
Power Challenge, in which members of the Duke community purchase
wind power (for around $50 per year) to offset their individual electrical
consumption. There are also many opportunities for students to study
sustainability in the classroom. The Nicholas School for the
Environment offers a B.S. in Environmental Sciences and an A.B. in
Environmental Science and Policy. Classes often have practical implications—one course called “Energy and the Campus” allows students to
explore ways for Duke to conserve energy. Students enrolled in Duke’s
Pratt School of Engineering may have the opportunity to design elements of the Smart Home, Duke’s sustainable living laboratory. A signatory of the ACUPCC, Duke has 15 LEED-certified buildings on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking,
vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

6,259
18,090
22
690-770
690-800

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,420
$1,180
$8,950
37

DUKE UNIVERSITY: FROM GOTHIC TO GREEN
Duke University is thinking outside of the box when it comes to sustainability, starting with its Smart Home,
a live-in laboratory for student residents interested in exploring and showcasing sustainable designs for
future homes. Duke requires its students to live on campus for the first three years and this small, LEED
Platinum living and learning community is a choice destination for environmentally-concerned students on
campus. Some of the green features incorporated into the Smart Home include: a green roof comprised of vegetation that insulates the home from the elements; two solar power systems that help heat water for showers and dishwashing, including photovoltaic panels which transform sunlight into electricity that powers the
lights in the dorm; and two rainwater collection systems to irrigate the property and provide water for nonpotable indoor use.
The Smart House may be a departure from “the Gothic Wonderland” aesthetic saturating Duke’s campus, but
it is right in step with the sustainability ethic guiding campus operations for nearly two decades. In 1993, Duke
implemented a set of design guidelines to direct future building on campus. The guidelines, which contained
many early sustainable development principles, were periodically revised and updated over the years. The current iteration promotes the LEED rating system, and today the university aims to achieve LEED Silver certification for all new construction and renovations. This is an aggressive commitment, given Duke’s 50-year plan
to restructure its entire Central Campus. Just to give you an idea of the scale of this green building opportunity, Duke spent $835 million dollars on 34 major construction projects initiated between February 2001 and
November 2005 alone. Beginning with the West Edens Link residence hall, which opened in 2002, all new construction on campus has been registered with the U.S. Green Building Council. To date, there are 16 LEEDcertified and 10 LEED-registered buildings pursuing LEED certification on campus.
Duke’s innovative approach to sustainability doesn’t stop with its green building achievements. Students, faculty, and staff can elect to take the Green Pledge (over 3,300 pledges so far!), which publicly commits them
to take responsibility for their role in greening Duke. The pledge states: “I will consider the environmental,
social, and economic impact of my daily decisions and make every effort to reduce my ecological footprint. I
will also share my individual sustainability efforts with others at Duke.” To track its successes, the university has implemented a media campaign to promote awareness of sustainability initiatives on campus. A series
of videos showcasing campus greening efforts is available through the university’s sustainability website. A
recent video features Duke’s planting of 100 trees in collaboration with the Arbor Day Foundation.
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DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY
600 FORBES AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15282 • ADMISSIONS: 412-396-6222 • FAX: 412-396-6223
FINANCIAL AID: 412-396-6607 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@DUQ.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.DUQ.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
For over 10 years, Duquesne University has produced most of its electricity from its own on-campus cogeneration plant, the first cogeneration system in the state of Pennsylvania approved for creating alternative energy credits. As a result of the energy generation and renewable energy purchase enabled by the credits, Duquesne University relies 100 percent on
clean energy. Duquesne’s sustainability commitment has not stopped
with its energy achievements; the university has pledged to seek LEED
certification for all future construction projects as well as to all major renovation projects. To that end, the university recently achieved LEED
Silver certification for its new Power Center. In addition, the university is
constantly reviewing its daily operations to identify ways in which it can
reduce its environmental impact. To date, Duquesne has improved its
waste diversion efforts, increased its usage of VOC-free products, and
implemented greener practices in facilities maintenance. Duquesne’s
Center for Environmental Research and Education conducts applied
research on the critical environmental problems of the region and provides educational programming for students and professionals. The
Center just recently completed the university’s first greenhouse gas
inventory. Duquesne’s student organization, Evergreen, seeks to educate
the campus community on issues related to sustainability. The group also
works with the University Facilities Management Department to promote recycling efforts and publicize green upgrades to campus buildings.
Evergreen-sponsored activities include Green Week, the Earth Day Fair,
and Spring Clean-Up. The university’s career services office routinely
organizes events to connect students with employers that offer green job
opportunities.

EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
83 WINDHAM STREET, WILLIMANTIC, CT 06226 • ADMISSIONS: 860-465-5286 • FAX: 860-465-5286
FINANCIAL AID: 860-365-5205 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@EASTERNCT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.EASTERNCT.EDU/SUSTAINENERGY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Eastern Connecticut State University is quietly building an infrastructure to ensure that a commitment to sustainability saturates every
aspect of the university’s operations. As a signatory of the Talloires
Declaration, ECSU has agreed to pay fines if it does not meet its greening goals. ECSU is also a charter signatory of the ACUPCC, and
received a campus ecology report card from the National Wildlife
Federation detailing its commitment to sustainability through protecting native species on campus. ECSU seeks to create a “campuswide culture of conservation and sustainability,” not only through green-minded
initiatives, but also green-minded education in students’ first year
program coursework and the school’s Environmental Earth Science
major. The university is also part of Connecticut’s Green Campus
Initiative, which commits the campus to lowering energy use and cost,
reducing water waste, improving recycling, and advocating for the procurement of environmentally safe materials. In addition to these measures, ECSU is actively working toward environmental harmony
through its partnership with the Institute for Sustainable Energy,
which assists the university in addressing energy issues by providing
sustainable energy plans and models. Currently, 10 percent of the campus’ energy consumption is derived from renewable resources, such as
geothermal heating and solar power. The campus also boasts a brand
new certified LEED Silver Science Building, featuring day-lighting controls, a glass-encased atrium, a gray water system for recycling water,
recycled/renewable flooring, and native plants to reduce rainwater
runoff outside the building.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
21
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, vanpool, market based
pricing (hourly parking costs), preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, facilities, finance, dining
services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,735
6,626
76
3.57
510-600
520-610
510-600

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$24,385
$2,083
$9,200
67

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
10
Yes
Yes
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

5,025
3,785
62
470-550
480-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$3,742
$12,112
$3,901
$13,340

THE SCHOOLS
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EASTERN MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITY
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, 400 PIERCE HALL, YPSILANTI, MI 48197 • ADMISSIONS: 734-487-3060
FAX: 734-487-1484 • FINANCIAL AID: 734-487-0455 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@EMICH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.EMICH.EDU/PHYSPLANT/GREEN.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In March 2008, Eastern Michigan University hired an Energy and
Sustainability Manager who since then has worked closely with Facilities
Services to implement sustainability initiatives on campus. The university
has entered into an energy performance contract and is committed to doing
its part to help improve the energy efficiency of America’s buildings by participating in the Energy Star challenge. A gas turbine located in EMU’s
heating plant uses natural gas to cogenerate electricity and heat which is
then converted into steam to provide hot water to many campus buildings.
Running the turbine for 80 percent of the year is projected to save the university over 14,000 tons of carbon dioxide, the equivalent of removing 2,326
vehicles off of the road each year! EMU’s recycling initiative has really
ramped up over the years and now includes books, magazines, telephone
directories, brochures, glossy paper, fax paper, paperboard, Styrofoam, batteries, tires, pallets, light bulbs, leaves, and computers. Bins have been
placed in several office and classroom buildings, as well as housing and athletic facilities. An on-campus compactor reservoir has eliminated the need
to haul recyclable materials daily. Tree plantings take place regularly on
EMU’s campus, and throughout the green seasons, a student-run organization—Bikes EMU—places community-owned bicycles in public bike racks
for rental by members of the campus community. Classes are offered with
sustainable themes, such as GEOG 179/479 on sustainable development,
and a new fellowship program being offered in 2010 will teach faculty how
to infuse sustainability themes into the EMU curriculum.

ECKERD COLLEGE
4200 54TH AVENUE SOUTH, ST.PETERSBURG, FL 33711 • ADMISSIONS: 727-864-8331
FAX: 727-866-2304 • FINANCIAL AID: 727-864-8334 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ECKERD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ECKERD.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A signatory of both the Talloires Declaration and the ACUPCC, Eckerd
College has undertaken an impressive array of initiatives dedicated to
improving sustainability practices in campus operations and educating
students and the surrounding community about the need to “go green.”
The college recently completed its Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Action
Plan, focusing on reducing emissions through strategies that range from
behavior change to an air travel offset program. All students are
required to take an “Environmental Perspective” course, and students
taking Introduction to Environmental Studies complete research projects on campus environmental issues. The campus features an environmental dorm for students dedicated to sustainable lifestyles, and
Eckerd is seeking LEED certification for its newest residence hall. The
college’s temperate setting on Florida’s Gulf coast means it’s home to
several nature areas, such as the Forever Wild preserve, gardens dedicated to native and edible plants, and the Palm Hammock Nature Area,
where students and faculty work to remove invasive Brazilian Pepper
plants (common in Florida) without using herbicides. A variety of environmental service-learning opportunities are also available on campus,
such as working with state parks or a local organic farm. Each spring,
Eckerd hosts the Visions of Nature, Voices of Nature Environmental
Film Festival, and recently hosted a roundtable discussion with sustainability representatives from Tampa Bay area colleges and universities. The school was also a sponsor of a recent Pinellas Living Green
Expo, an annual event connecting green businesses and local citizens.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
90
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
No
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 40
% school grounds maintained organically
15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,937
9,754
73
3.04
450-570
450-580
440-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,148
$21,053
$1,230
$7,785
27

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,847
3,200
72
3.27
520-630
500-610
500-615

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board

$31,818
$286
$9,058

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
200 EAST NORMAL STREET, EDINBORO, PA 16444 • ADMISSIONS: 814-732-2761 • FAX: 814-732-2420
FINANCIAL AID: 814-732-5555 • E-MAIL: EUP_ADMISSIONS@EDINBORO.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.EDINBORO.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Great things happen here!” might be a rallying cry at the Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania, but it’s also a fact, especially when it comes
to the school’s commitment to sustainability. The university has tackled
the issue of environmental sustainability on multiple fronts. Currently,
all new building projects are required to seek LEED certification. The
Highlands at Edinboro University residential building, incorporated
elements such as the use of a sustainable building site, optimized energy performance, green building materials and resources, water use conservation, geothermal heating systems, and improved indoor environmental quality. Beyond new construction, Edinboro has also initiated
energy conservation programs such as lighting retrofits and HVAC renovations that use geothermal heat pumps. The university president
“has commissioned an Energy Working Group to research and identify
possible research grants and opportunities” to help further energy conservation efforts on campus. Edinboro University is also the first university in the Pennsylvania State System to “go green” for its commencement activities, a practice that will continue with future commencements. New graduates wore GreenWeaver graduation caps and
gowns made of 100 percent post-consumer recycled plastic bottles. The
practice kept more than 12,000 bottles out of landfills. The Geography
and Environmental Studies Club promotes awareness of environmental
issues through field trips, guest speakers, and recreational activities.
Members also participate in volunteer projects including highway and
stream clean-ups.

ELON UNIVERSITY
100 CAMPUS DRIVE, 2700 CAMPUS BOX, ELON, NC 27244-2010 • ADMISSIONS: 336-278-3566
FAX: 336-278-7699 • FINANCIAL AID: 336-278-7640 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ELON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ELON.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Elon University is currently making good on its mission
statement to prepare “students to be global citizens and
informed leaders motivated by concern for the common
good.” Campus-wide initiatives include: a green building
policy in which new buildings are required to meet LEED Silver or comparable standards; over $1 million committed to the “Bio-Bus” biodiesel
transportation program; Building Dashboard, a real time electricity
monitoring system that encourages the campus community to track its
own energy use; and a print management system that has reduced
paper usage by 80 percent. Elon offers an interdisciplinary
Environmental Studies major, courses on sustainability-related topics,
and a program to assist faculty with incorporating sustainability principles into their curricula. Student peer educators known as Eco-Reps
raise awareness of environmental issues and encourage environmentally responsible behavior of fellow students. The Elon Community Garden
fosters community discussion on sustainability, while Elon Outdoors
offers students several opportunities to experience the natural world
through canoeing, rock climbing, white water rafting, backpacking, and
sailing programs. The campus is also home to loads of environmental
awareness events and activities such as Campus Sustainability Day,
POWERless, Earth Week, and RecycleMania, all designed to promote
conservationist practices. In the campus dining halls, students go trayless in an effort to reduce water usage and food waste. Dining services
uses cold to-go containers made from all-natural corn-based material,
and has recently started to provide students with reusable water bottles. In the first year of this program, students reduced their water bottle usage by 77 percent.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

Yes
Yes
No
No
10
No
Yes
67

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

6,301
4,411
73
3.15
415-520
410-520

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,554
$8,332
$7,130
70

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 60
% school grounds maintained organically
27

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,995
9,041
48
3.97
570-660
570-660
570-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$25,159
$330
$8,236

THE SCHOOLS
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EMORY UNIVERSITY
EMORY UNIVERSITY, BOISEUILLET JONES CTR, ATLANTA, GA 30322 • ADMISSIONS: 404-727-6036
FAX: 404-727-4303 • FINANCIAL AID: 404-727-6039 • E-MAIL: ADMISS@EMORY.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.EMORY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
When it comes to green construction, Emory excels: The
university was responsible for the first LEED-certified
building in the Southeast (back in the 1990s), and not only
is all new and future construction required to seek certified
LEED Silver at minimum, many of the existing buildings are being
retrofitted to meet LEED standards, one million square feet at a time.
The university has also set the impressive goal of serving 75 percent
local or sustainable ingredients in campus and hospital cafeterias by
2015, hiring a Farm Liaison and working closely with Georgia Organics
and their vendors to achieve this goal. The campus is home to a farmer’s
market and features five educational food gardens, allowing students
and staff to grow their own local food. Emory’s bus fleet is 100 percent
alternatively-fueled, with half of the fleet running on a biodiesel blend
made with used cooking oil from campus cafeterias. The university has
also partnered with bike manufacturer Fuji to provide bike shares, discounts, and other biking incentives to the campus community. Emory’s
Piedmont Project is a standout on campus, and was sparked by faculty
concerned over the Atlanta area’s environmental problems. The
Piedmont Project is an annual workshop for faculty and graduate students to foster cross-disciplinary discussion and develop sustainability
curricula. Several new classes and modules have emerged from the
workshop, and it is now a national model for teaching faculty how to
incorporate sustainability into the classroom. For students looking
beyond the academy, Emory’s career center hosts panels on eco-friendly
careers in its “Careers for the Common Good” series.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
29
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 23
% school grounds maintained organically
30

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,868
15,599
30
3.84
640-730
660-750
650-740

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,500
$536
$10,896
43

“E” IS FOR EQUIPPED: GREEN LEADERSHIP
AT EMORY UNIVERSITY
It’s no coincidence that Emory, Environment, and Excellence all start with the same letter. Emory’s commitment to sustainability is reflected in its environmental mission statement, which reads: “We, the Emory
University community, affirm our commitment to protect and enhance the environment through our teaching, research, service, and administrative operations. . . . We seek to make environmentally sound practices
a core value of the university.” The university has done an admirable job of fulfilling this mission.
The campus is beautifully forested, thanks to a provision in the campus’ Master Plan that commits the university to leave roughly half of its 700 acres of land undeveloped. To further protect its natural surroundings,
the university adopted a policy that campus land suffer “no net loss of forest canopy.” As a result, every time
a tree is removed, a tree is replanted to maintain the same forest canopy. For the sections of the campus that
are developed, Emory has a well-established program in green building. The university has one of the largest
inventories of LEED-certified green building space in the nation, including one of the first certified LEED for
Existing Buildings™.
The school has done an impressive job of integrating sustainability into the curriculum. Emory is home to the
Piedmont Project, “the longest-running faculty development program in sustainability in the country,” and
has trained more than 130 faculty from every school and division on how to incorporate green themes into
the classroom. With the Dalai Lama, Jimmy Carter, Salman Rushdie, Sanjay Gupta, and Desmond Tutu all
teaching courses at Emory, there’s no doubt of the caliber of learning that goes on here. The $484.2 million
Emory received in research funding awards in 2009 is further proof that this campus is poised to lead the
green revolution.
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THE EVERGREEN STATE
COLLEGE

2700 EVERGREEN PKWY NW, OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, OLYMPIA, WA 98505 ADMISSIONS: 360-867-6170
FAX: 360-867-5114 • FINANCIAL AID: 360-867-6205 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@EVERGREEN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.EVERGREEN.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a signatory of the ACUPCC, The Evergreen State College is
seriously focused on reducing its carbon footprint. In fact, it’s
aiming for complete carbon neutrality on campus by 2020. The
college has put an ambitious sustainability program together
in order to achieve this goal, which includes annual carbon inventories,
campuswide composting and recycling, and an initiative to integrate sustainability across the curriculum. Evergreen encourages environmental
awareness through newsletters and its Office of Sustainability, which
works with Washington State’s Interagency Committee as well as other
local agencies to place students in green internships where they participate
in audits, carbon inventories, and climate action planning. The college also
boasts eight student groups focused on environmental issues, and offers
graduate fellowships in sustainability. All students, faculty, and staff at
Evergreen receive free bus passes, which go a long way toward reducing
campus-based vehicular pollution. The campus also has the first publiclyfunded LEED Gold building in Washington (whose wood flooring was recycled from a local junior high school’s gym), and the campus library’s roof
was recently fitted with an eight-kilowatt solar panel system. Evergreen is
also seeking LEED certification for its renovations. Thirty-three percent of
the college’s energy consumption is derived from renewable sources, and 40
percent of food purchased for the cafeterias is from local and/or organic
sources.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, finance,
dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
No
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
33
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,385
1,769
95
3.01
500-640
460-590
480-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,412
$16,440
$547
$8,052
46

THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE: A PROTOTYPE
FOR GREEN LIVING AND LEARNING

The towering, majestic, evergreen forest lining The Evergreen State College’s Puget Sound waterfront is a
forceful reminder of the natural splendor we have all been called to protect. Evergreen takes that responsibility seriously, and has implemented an expansive Green Living Program on its 1,000+ acres. Students interested in living an environmentally-conscious, socially-just, and sustainable lifestyle can join a community of
like-minded peers at the Sustainability House. Members of this living/learning community commit to volunteering for eight hours each month both on campus and off.
Evergreen’s academic programs are highly interdisciplinary and inclusive of sustainability thanks to a variety of experiential learning initiatives on campus. Evergreen’s Center for Ecological Living and Learning
(CELL) provides students and the broader community with a plethora of hands-on ecological opportunities
including an organic farm, a farmhouse, a community garden, and a biodiesel project. Evergreen’s Organic
Farm was instituted in 1972 and is the college’s oldest model of working sustainability. In 1975, the university began construction on a new farmhouse that now provides classroom space for agriculture students and
recreational space for activities such as banquets and festivals. The Community Gardens is an area of the
Organic Farm where students, alumni and community members can come together and grow their own
organic produce. The college is also working to develop an alternative fuel source for farm tractors through
the Biodiesel Project, which will establish an on-campus infrastructure for converting waste vegetable oil
from the dining halls into biodiesel fuel.
The college is home to several LEED-certified buildings, and there are a number of initiatives that address
sustainable upgrades and operations. Evergreen’s LEED Gold Seminar II building represents “a major step
towards creating a more sustainable future of Evergreen and the surrounding community.” Known as Sem
II, the building features a green rooftop, recycled materials, natural ventilation, hydronic heat, automatic
shading, low E glass, and digital controls. As a result of these eco-friendly features, Sem II is almost 62 percent more efficient than other conventional buildings.
To ensure that Evergreen continues to blaze a path toward a sustainable future, the college has convened a
Sustainability Council that has integrated environmental commitments into the school’s strategic plan, master plan, and investment portfolio.
THE SCHOOLS
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FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY
1073 NORTH BENSON ROAD, FAIRFIELD, CT 06824-5195 • ADMISSIONS: 203-254-4100
FAX: 203-254-4199 • FINANCIAL AID: 203-254-4125 • E-MAIL: ADMIS@FAIRFIELD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.FAIRFIELD.EDU/GREEN/GREEN_INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a Jesuit institution, Fairfield University believes that “part of its
mission is to be good stewards of the Earth.” The university has signed
the ACUPCC and has started the long work of greening its campus.
Students can get involved in this process in a variety of ways, from joining the Student Environmental Association, to signing an individual
energy reduction pledge, to following and contributing to the environmental blog that the university maintains. The blog—an important
effort to lend visibility to the sustainability movement on campus—
contains a fun question-and-answer section called “The Reluctant
Environmentalist,” which addresses concerns about going green and
suggests painless green alternatives to commonplace practices. Some
recent examples include switching Christmas lights to LED strings and
learning how to make your own eco-friendly laundry detergent.
Students organize activities like beach clean-ups and an Earth Week
picnic, and a cohort of environmental students even completed an initial
energy study at Fairfield that ended up establishing the baseline for the
university’s green plan. Fairfield is making its energy use more environmentally-friendly through its combined heat and electricity power
plant, a rare sight on most campuses. The plant enables Fairfield to produce its own electricity via turbine. Plumbing fixtures and lighting systems have been retrofitted in on-campus buildings to save more energy
and water, and new building standards require sustainable products
and low energy use. To further reduce emissions, the university waives
the annual parking fee for students and faculty who carpool to campus.
Fairfield will soon replace all 125 of its campus vehicles with energyefficient hybrids.

FRAMINGHAM STATE COLLEGE
100 STATE STREET, PO BOX 9101, FRAMINGHAM, MA 01701-9101 • ADMISSIONS: 508-626-4500
FAX: 508-626-4017 • FINANCIAL AID: 508-626-4534 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@FRAMINGHAM.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.FRAMINGHAM.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Framingham State College takes the notion of an interdisciplinary
approach to sustainability seriously. In 2007, a group of three English
and Sociology department faculty convened a studio art class, a biology
laboratory, and a sociology class for a week-long global warming teachin. More than 1,200 students participated in a viewing of An
Inconvenient Truth and a series of discussions and assignments on
related topics. With this event, FSC became the first college in the
nation to use such a model to address climate change, and inspired
scores of students to become more active in efforts to make FSC “go
green.” A signatory of the ACUPCC, FSC has developed a climate action
plan that includes completing capital improvements across campus,
including a re-lighting project in the gymnasium to reduce electricity
needs by 50 percent. Renovations to Crocker Hall in 2007 incorporated
green features, and new buildings on campus are required to be LEED
Silver or comparable. The college has developed a Green for Green fund
to help offset the cost of future green renovations. FSC has expanded its
recycling program in residence halls and classrooms, and the facilities
department has initiated a study that will look at the power plant, the
fuel the campus uses, the way FSC waters the ground, and how grass
on campus is grown, to assess opportunities for improvements.

64

THE PRINCETON REVIEW’S GUIDE TO 286 GREEN COLLEGES

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
1
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, campus safety, student life
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,623
8,316
65
3.4
520-610
530-630
530-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,900
$590
$11,270
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

20

Yes
12
No
No
Yes
12
No
Yes
75
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,485
3,384
63
3.18
460-560
480-560
470-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$970
$7,050
$5,570
$8,148
41

FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COLLEGE
PO BOX 3003, PO BOX 3003, LANCASTER, PA 17604-3003 • ADMISSIONS: 717-291-3953
FAX: 717-291-4389 • FINANCIAL AID: 717-291-3991 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@FANDM.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.FANDM.EDU/WOHLSENCENTER

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The focus on environmental issues at Franklin and Marshall
College is centered on an academic program that includes
over 40 course offerings in environmental and earth-related
topics and formal degree programs in Environmental
Science, Geoscience, and Environmental Management. These interdisciplinary majors offer opportunities for extensive student-faculty collaborative research, as well as participation in green living and learning initiatives like the Millport Conservancy, the Wohlsen Center for the
Sustainable Environment, and the Sustainability House. Franklin and
Marshall’s mission “embodies the belief that sustainability and stewardship, as informed by the social sciences, humanities, and natural sciences,
are inextricably linked in understanding humanity’s place in the contemporary world.” The faculty and student-run Campus Sustainability
Committee consult with other groups to promote sustainability initiatives
on campus. All new facilities are required to meet at least LEED Silver
standards. Much of the food budget is used to buy local and organic foods.
The dining halls are trayless and students get a discount when they use
a refillable drinking bottle. Fryer oil is collected and recycled. Franklin
and Marshall’s Sustainability House residents live together in a residential community with a low-flow water system, energy-saving lighting, reused furniture, and composting. These students minimize their environmental impact while offering information to the campus at large.
Students have even applied for and received a grant to install a solar
array on the roof to offset electricity demands. The Environmental Action
Alliance produces organic meals and educates students about sustainable
agriculture. The campus also has its own organic student garden.

FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSITY
FSU, 101 BRADDOCK ROAD, FROSTBURG, MD 21532 • ADMISSIONS: 301-687-4201 • FAX: 301-687-7074
FINANCIAL AID: 301-687-4301 • E-MAIL: FSUADMISSIONS@FROSTBURG.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.FROSTBURG.EDU/LGLG

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Communication arts are the strength of Frostburg State University. The
school is home to a Children’s Literature Center and publishes a nationally recognized newspaper called The Bottom Line. FSU has leveraged
those strengths in support of its mission to become a more sustainable
university. In 2009, FSU published the third edition of E = (LG)2, the
only student-written, student-edited publication on sustainability on a
college campus. The title of the magazine plays off of the “Learning
Green, Living Green” catchphrase chosen to represent FSU’s commitment to becoming more environmentally responsible. In 2007, the university became a charter member of the ACUPCC, and proceeded to
adopt an energy-efficient purchasing policy requiring the purchase of
Energy Star-certified appliances. The university has pledged to purchase at least 15 percent of its electric power from renewable sources,
and participates in the Waste Minimization category of the national
RecycleMania competition. Recent accomplishments include the installation of high-efficiency lighting in the FSU Physical Plant which will
save the university almost $16,000 a year. The plant has also installed
low-flow showerheads in all residence halls, resulting in 100,000 gallons
of water saved every month and an annual cost savings of $24,000. A
recent grant awarded by the Department of Energy will enable FSU to
construct a Sustainable Energy Research Facility, providing research
opportunities for students on campus. In 2008, the university added six
hybrid vehicles to its fleet to help increase the amount of alternative
transportation options available on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
33
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, vanpool,
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
33
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 85
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,137
5,256
48
600-690
630-700

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,930
$50
$10,430
41

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

6

Yes
Yes
No
No
3
No
No
75
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,187
3,810
70
3.04
430-530
430-540
420-520

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,000
$14,612
$1,550
$6,746

THE SCHOOLS
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FURMAN UNIVERSITY
3300 POINSETT HIGHWAY, GREENVILLE, SC 29613 • ADMISSIONS: 864-294-2034 • FAX: 864-294-2018
FINANCIAL AID: 864-294-2204 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@FURMAN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.FURMAN.EDU/SUSTAIN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Furman University understands that regardless of what happens on campus, if students don’t commit to sustainability
then the opportunity to make a greener world has been lost.
To address this, the university requires all students to take
“Humans in the Natural World,” a class that focuses on teaching students
about environmental issues and which is supported by “a network of sustainability living/learning laboratories to enhance co-curricular education
and research on campus.” Furman’s Sustainability Planning Group, created in 2005, consists of 124 individuals who work to implement sustainability into the university’s curriculum as well as on the university’s campus.
The group also conducts campus-wide greenhouse gas inventories to better identify how the school can best use its resources to combat carbon
emissions. Furman is also taking a progressive stance regarding construction. In 2003, Furman’s Hipp Hall became the first LEED-certified building in South Carolina. All new buildings and renovations or retrofitting on
existing buildings must meet LEED Silver certification standards at minimum. Furman is home to a Center for Sustainability and Environmental
Education, as well as a biodiesel research and production program. The
university offers a host of experiential opportunities to environmentallyminded students, including the River Basin Research Initiative (this program works to identify and address the human impact on local river systems), study abroad programs in the Galapagos and Central America, and
internships with green companies and industries. Students are also active
in many sustainability-focused organizations such as Environmental
Action Group, Furman in the Garden, Habitat for Humanity, International
Justice, FU Outdoors Club, and the Bartram Society.

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 4400 UNIV. DRIVE, FAIRFAX, VA 22030-4444
ADMISSIONS: 703-993-2400 • FAX: 703-993-4622 • FINANCIAL AID: 703-993-2353
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@GMU.EDU • WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.GMU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a signatory of the ACUPCC, George Mason University takes its dedication to a greener world seriously. The university is currently working
toward producing a baseline emissions inventory for all its campuses.
This data will be used to develop a climate action plan that will outline
the measures GMU will need to take to achieve its goal of climate neutrality. One surefire way of achieving this goal is through environmentally-sound construction. GMU has determined that all new buildings
on campus must receive LEED Silver certification at minimum.
Currently, the university has six projects registered for certification. In
addition to this, all new industrial equipment must be Energy Starrated. In an effort to reduce campus-based greenhouse gas emissions,
GMU has worked to increase the size and also the appeal of public and
alternative transportation. There are now multiple shuttles that take
passengers to the metro and to off-campus lots, and all GMU ID holders
ride free on local buses. It’s not just students that the university encourages to think green when commuting; GMU provides transportation
credits to employees who take advantage of environmentally-friendly
travel measures. In 2007, GMU students formed the Environmental
Awareness Group to both address the presence of environmental issues
on campus and work toward their solution. Members of this group
attend GMU’s monthly Sustainability Council meetings as student representatives. And, just recently, GMU’s Student Government added a
new face to the green leadership on campus by creating an
“Undersecretary for Sustainability” position.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred
parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
1.5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,724
4,538
68
3.83
580-690
600-680
580-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,296
$360
$9,170
47

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
7
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

18,240
12,943
63
3.48
500-600
520-610

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,640
$20,736
$2,384
$7,700
29

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
37TH AND O STREETS, NW, 103 WHITE-GRAVEN, WASHINGTON, DC 20057
ADMISSIONS: 202-687-3600 • FAX: 202-687-5084 • FINANCIAL AID: 202-687-4547
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.GEORGETOWN.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Georgetown University recently created a new 10-year plan
for campus development, making sustainability a priority.
The many green merits of Georgetown’s new Business
School building are providing a model for all future construction on campus, which the school has said must be LEED-certified.
Among the features of the Business School likely to be incorporated into
future buildings are dedicated hybrid parking spaces, automatic controls for electric and heating systems to prevent energy waste, a green
cleaning program to eliminate use of strong chemicals that impact
indoor air quality, and certified green power. Already, 50 percent of the
campus is maintained organically. Like many schools, Georgetown has
recently evaluated its carbon footprint and created an aggressive plan
to reduce it, and continues to be transparent in its reporting of greenhouse gas emissions. In pursuit of reaching its goal of recycling 40 percent of total campus waste, the university has installed new trash
receptacles around campus, with clearly marked recycling containers
for ease of use, and solar-powered trash compactors. Georgetown’s
Center for the Environment sponsors a Green Fair and a Green Job
Expo for students each year, and publishes the Georgetown University
Journal of the Environment. Efforts by student groups such as
EcoAction and Georgetown Sustainable Garden to raise awareness and
make sustainability a part of campus life have dramatically increased
in recent years, and while students are pleased with the university’s
recent green accomplishments, they’re hardly resting on their laurels.

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, ATLANTA, GA 30332-0320 • ADMISSIONS: 404-894-4154
FAX: 404-894-9511 • FINANCIAL AID: 404-894-4160 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@GATECH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.STEWARDSHIP.GATECH.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
That “buzz” you’re hearing about Georgia Tech is all “green.”
Besides having the world’s largest rooftop photovoltaic system—that’s solar panel, to those not in the know—which in 10
years produced enough energy to power 326 homes in Georgia for one year,
the school’s Green Buzz program has made it its mission to educate all
Georgia Tech students, staff, and faculty on what they can do to create a
more environmentally-friendly campus. Furthering its goal of sustainability in action and education, the school offers over 103 courses in sustainability-related issues so that every student has taken at least one class in this
subject by graduation. Georgia Tech is also home to the Institute of
Sustainable Systems and Strategic Energy Institute, which focuses on
alternative energy and energy efficiency, and the Sustainable Design and
Manufacturing Center, which, with 21 endowed chairs and 23 research centers, takes on sustainability within the realm of the production and use of
materials. The school also has 20 student sustainability groups on campus.
Georgia Tech’s recycling programs (which recover more than 600 tons of
materials yearly), alternative transportation programs (bikes, natural gaspowered trolleys, alternative fuel-powered campus vehicles), and green
buildings (all new buildings and renovations or retrofits are LEED certified) are models for other universities to follow. Finally, Georgia Tech’s
research, education, internships, co-op, career fairs, and Earth Day programs all include sustainability employment experiences and opportunities, because, in the school’s own words, it wants students to experience sustainability so that they can “take it with them throughout their careers and
live it every day.”

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 25
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

6,692
18,696
19
650-740
660-750

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,616
$420
$13,125
37

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
41
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred
parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni, dining services, transportation, campus safety, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
45
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

12,942
11,432
59
3.81
580-680
650-750
580-670

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,070
$24,280

THE SCHOOLS
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GETTYSBURG COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, EISENHOWER HOUSE, GETTYSBURG, PA 17325-1484 • ADMISSIONS: 717-337-6100
FAX: 717-337-6145 • FINANCIAL AID: 717-337-6611 • E-MAIL: ADMISS@GETTYSBURG.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.GETTYSBURG.EDU/ABOUT/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Longevity defines sustainability efforts at Gettysburg College. When
the college signed the ACUPCC in 2007, “It wasn’t the beginning of
Gettysburg’s sustainability efforts and it certainly wasn’t the end.”
Gettysburg’s recycling program has been in place for over 10 years, and
has successfully engaged the entire campus community by placing bins
in every residential room on campus and implementing initiatives to
reuse office and residence hall furniture. During Move-Out Day each
May, students donate unwanted clothing and furniture to charities, routinely diverting a ton of waste from the landfill. The student-run
Gettysburg Environmental Concerns Organization (GECO) has been
active on campus for 20 years, and even helped create the R3 House,
where residents are committed to reducing, reusing, and recycling.
Recent endeavors include the 2009 opening of The Center—a $25 million athletic building seeking LEED certification—and the establishment of the “Painted Turtle,”—an organic garden on campus. The college is making efforts to reduce its carbon footprint. Students enrolled
in the Environmental Science senior-level course calculate the campus’
carbon footprint each year as a part of their final project. Gettysburg
recently contracted to obtain 20 percent of its energy from biomass. To
further reduce its impact on the environment, Gettysburg limits oncampus parking to sophomores, juniors, and seniors, and the College
has even implemented a shuttle service to local supermarkets and other
stores.

GOUCHER COLLEGE
1021 DULANEY VALLEY ROAD, BALTIMORE, MD 21204-2794 • ADMISSIONS: 410-337-6100
FAX: 410-337-6354 • FINANCIAL AID: 410-337-6141 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@GOUCHER.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.GOUCHER.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
When Goucher College signed on as a member of the ACUPCC in 2007,
it ushered in a new era on campus, one that could only be called “green.”
Along with conducting comprehensive inventories of all greenhouse gas
emissions on campus and developing an institutional action plan to
combat its carbon footprint and become climate neutral (as per the
ACUPCC directives), Goucher has also designated that all new buildings and renovations of existing ones be LEED-certified. In line with
this, the Athenaeum, which, in the college’s words, is “a high-tech
library, a public forum, classrooms, a café, an art gallery, a radio station,
a center for community service, places to meet and converse, and many
other spaces all in one,” is the campus’ first LEED-certified building—
and it’s LEED Silver at that! Goucher was able to recycle half of the
building debris from this construction (recycling being a key component of
the college’s sustainability plan). The college’s ambitious recycling program doesn’t just divert glass, plastic, and paper waste, but also motor oil,
fluorescent tubing, tires, metals, and paints, solvents, or other cleaning
agents. Goucher is also active in putting a framework together to deal
with green issues on campus through its Environmental Sustainability
Advisory Council. This council works to “research and explore solutions to
the environmental issues raised by members of the Goucher community
and report its findings to the president,” which will in turn aid in the completion of the school’s commitment to climate neutrality.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools,
preferred parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
35
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
50
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95
% school grounds maintained organically
40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,516
5,448
40
610-690
610-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,690
$410
$9,360
52

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for
carpools/vanpools, preferred parking for lowemitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
25
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 98
% school grounds maintained organically
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,464
3,651
73
3.17
550-670
510-630
540-650

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,626
55

GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
1 CAMPUS DRIVE, ALLENDALE, MI 49401 • ADMISSIONS: 616-331-2025 • FAX: 616-331-2000
FINANCIAL AID: 616-331-3234 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@GVSU.EDU
WEBSITE: GVSU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

The creator of a Student Sustainability Guide that is handed
out to each incoming class of freshmen, GVSU is dedicated to
putting sustainability not only into action but also education,
as evidenced by its receipt of one of the first education awards given out by
the U.S. Green Building Council. The university was a founding member of
the Community Sustainability Partnership, a collection of organizations
that is helping to build sustainability in local neighborhoods and communities, and is a signatory of the ACUPCC and the Talloires Declaration.
GVSU has four LEED-certified buildings on campus. The university also
partakes in the yearly RecycleMania competition, with its waste diversion
success rate increasing from 24 percent to over 30 percent at current count.
GVSU also focuses on sustainability in the kitchen—the food its dining
services provides to students is over 25 percent local, fair trade, and organic, and the use of trays was eliminated in 2007, saving over 1.6 million gallons of water in one year alone. The university has laid down an aggressive
sustainability plan in regards to food-related issues. By 2010, GVSU is committed to serving only fair trade coffee and tea, and implementing a composting program that will take care of 100 percent of its pre- and post-consumer food waste. By 2012, the campus seeks to purchase 50 percent of its
food from local sources, as well as use 100 percent biodegradable/compostable utensils (when reusable silverware isn’t possible).

Student Body

GUILFORD COLLEGE

Green Facts

5800 WEST FRIENDLY AVENUE, GREENSBORO, NC 27410 • ADMISSIONS: 336-316-2100
FAX: 336-316-2954 • FINANCIAL AID: 336-316-2354 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@GUILFORD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.GUILFORD.EDU/ABOUT_GUILFORD/SERVICES_AND_ADMINISTRATION/
FACILITIES/RECYCLING.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Guilford College in Greensboro, North Carolina, has a Quaker heritage
that holds nature as sacred, so it’s no surprise that sustainability is a
major priority on campus. The college has been an ACUPCC signatory
since 2007 and has committed to seeking LEED Silver certification on
all future construction, including major renovations currently underway. Several buildings on campus have undergone retrofits for energyefficiency, including the installation of a solar hot water heater on the
roof of a student dormitory. Campus-wide water saving measures during the 2007-2008 drought have led to permanent water conservation
initiatives on campus including dual-flush valves, low-flow faucets and
showerheads, and waterless urinals in academic and office buildings on
campus. Guilford’s Energy Star Purchasing Policy requires that all electronic purchases by both administrators and students be Energy Star or
equivalent. Guilford has recently contracted with a new dining services
vendor to get 40 percent of its food from local and/or organic sources,
and is working with local businesses to create a composting system for
both pre- and post-consumer waste. The college’s well-regarded
Environmental Studies program incorporates sustainability into a wide
variety of academic fields while focusing on justice, global awareness,
and service to the larger community. Guilford has several environmentally-focused student organizations on campus, including coffee and
vegetable co-ops and a green-themed residence hall. Students also participate in green-focused clubs based in the wider Greensboro area, like
the Sierra Club, the local organic food co-op, and the Piedmont Hiking
and Outing Club.

Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

20,731
13,051
81
3.53
480-610
520-640
470-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,630
$12,944
$7,478
42

% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, athletics, dining services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
12
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,681
3,780
62
3.12
600-460
590-460
590-440

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$27,120
$330

THE SCHOOLS
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GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY:
AWARD-WINNING LEADER IN SUSTAINABILITY
Let’s start with the accolades: a Sustainable Merit Award from the American Institute of Architects; a
Sustainability Innovator Award from the Sustainable Endowments Institute and APPA; Energy Star Award
from the EPA and Department of Education; Exemplary Sustainable Building Award from the Sustainable
Building Industry Council; LEED certification for four buildings on campus; and an Excellence in Green
Building Education Recognition Award from the U.S. Green Building Council for its work on integrating sustainability into the curriculum.
Grand Valley State University is a school in transformation, and the color of that transformation is green. In
2003, the university opened the Michigan Alternative Energy Center (MAREC), a building that has received
three sustainability awards and features photovoltaic solar roof tiles, a high-temperature molten carbonate
fuel cell, and an energy laboratory, among other green features. Three years later, the Sustainability
Initiative was founded at the College of Interdisciplinary Studies and the university launched the
Community Sustainability Partnership (CSP) in collaboration with four other area schools. Later that year
the CSP was designated the first U.S. Regional Center of Expertise in Education for Sustainable
Development.
In 2007, GSVU introduced trayless dining to the campus and opened the LEED Silver John C. Kennedy Hall
of Engineering. One year later, the school’s Mark A. Murray Living Center received Energy Star designation
from the EPA and the campus introduced its second LEED certified building—the Glenn A. Niemeyer
Learning and Living Center—a construction that features a green roof designed to reduce storm water runoff;
low-flow faucets; use of low-emitting materials; construction waste recycling; and a green cleaning program.
The university also became a signatory of the ACUPCC and the Talloires Declaration in 2008, receiving accolades for its sustainability accomplishments from organizations as diverse as the West Michigan Business
Review to The Princeton Review.
GVSU’s comprehensive recycling program is another area that deserves recognition. Initiated in 1990, each
year the program recycles 654.9 tons of paper, cardboard, books, glass, plastic, tin; 20.3 tons of metal; 16.0 tons
of computers; 2.8 tons of batteries; and 1.6 tons of florescent light bulbs. Best of all, GVSU has pledged to plant
one new tree for every ton of recycled paper, in an effort to create a 100-tree arboretum on campus. The first
33 trees have already been planted. A participant in the annual RecycleMania competition and sponsor of dorm
energy challenges throughout the year, the university is making sure that its mission to “Make Sustainability
Happen” impacts every aspect of campus operations, from the peaks to the (grand) valley.
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEGE
800 WEST COLLEGE AVENUE, SAINT PETER, MN 56082 • ADMISSIONS: 507-933-7676
FAX: 507-933-7474 • FINANCIAL AID: 507-933-7527 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@GUSTAVUS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.GUSTAVUS.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Gustavus Adolphus College cites justice as one of its core values, and it
has prompted the community of “Gusties” on campus to take their roles
as environmental stewards seriously. An ACUPCC signatory, the college
is home to the Linnaeus Arboretum, a stunning example of Minnesota’s
natural history featuring three major ecosystems and over $320 million
worth of vegetation. The Johnson Center for Environmental Innovation
was opened in August 2008, to “lead greater campus and community
sustainability.” Plans are in place for the Johnson Center to work with
the Kitchen Cabinet, a new campus committee, on issues such as waste
generated from to-go containers in campus dining areas and purchasing
more locally-grown and organic food. Also new to campus are two electric utility vehicles for on-campus use. There is a strong institutional
commitment to recycling (Gustavus has an 88 percent waste diversion
rate) as well as energy conservation, and students have helped organize
Gustavus’ participation in the Campus Energy Wars challenge, a competition between 14 Minnesota colleges and universities to determine
which school can conserve the most energy in a month. The college is on
a waiting list to purchase two 2.5 megawatt turbines which would allow
Gustavus to harness renewable wind energy, thereby decreasing its
reliance on nonrenewable energy sources and saving it an estimated
$600,000 in energy costs per year. With strong programs in
Environmental Studies and Biology, the college ensures that formal
training in sustainability is readily available to students.

HAMILTON COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, 198 COLLEGE HILL ROAD, CLINTON, NY 13323 • ADMISSIONS: 315-859-4421
FAX: 315-859-4457 • FINANCIAL AID: 800-859-4413 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@HAMILTON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.HAMILTON.EDU/COLLEGE/EPS/INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Hamilton College students are passionate about the environment. For their Senior Gift, the Class of 2008 created an
environmental endowment fund that will award a yearly
grant to fund a green project on campus. The school has two
extremely active green groups: the Hamilton Environmental Action
Group, which runs a week-long green festival; and the Recycling Task
Force, which coordinates the school’s participation in the national
RecycleMania competition and promotes recycling initiatives on campus.
Hamilton is a charter signatory of the ACUPCC, and has developed a
Climate Action Plan to cut energy use in half by 2020. Students play an
important role in this effort, by serving on Hamilton’s sustainability
committee and participating in the writing of the Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Summary Report for the ACUPCC. Dining services does its
part through the “Farm-to-Fork” program, which seeks to purchase food
within a 150-mile radius of campus. Dining halls make use of biodegradable paper and eco-friendly cleaning materials, and students have access
to plenty of vegan and vegetarian options. In response to student
demand, Hamilton created an Environmental Studies major in 2005.
The interdisciplinary major includes tracks in the natural sciences, the
social sciences, and the humanities, and offers a broad array of grants for
students interested in environmental research around the world.
Hamilton’s career counseling office advises students on careers and
internships in the environmental field. Hamilton students and professors created a three-quarter acre community garden on campus that
uses organic growing techniques and will serve as a learning center for
members of the school and the community.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

50
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
2
Yes
No
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Math

2,515
3,128
75
3.64
580-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,990
$140
$7,460
65

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
8.6
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,851
4,661
30
660-740
650-730
650-740

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$40,870

THE SCHOOLS
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HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 893 WEST STREET, AMHERST, MA 01002 • ADMISSIONS: 413-559-5471
FAX: 413-559-5631 • FINANCIAL AID: 413-559-5484 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@HAMPSHIRE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.HAMPSHIRE.EDU/10669.HTM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Hampshire College’s commitment to sustainability spans multiple
fronts, from green purchasing practices to energy conservation, waste
reduction, and recycling efforts. An ACUPCC signatory, Hampshire
College has established a Sustainability Committee to undertake the difficult but necessary task of completing a greenhouse gas inventory. The
make-up of Hampshire’s Sustainability Committee ensures that no area
will go untouched, as all administrative areas are represented, including: facilities and grounds, purchasing, environmental health and safety,
dining services, campus planning, and information technology. Already
the college has committed to constructing new buildings to a minimum
of LEED Silver standards. The newly completed Ken Burns Wing of the
Jerome Liebling Center for Film, Video, and Photography is registered
for LEED Gold certification. As part of the college’s efforts to reduce its
energy consumption, Energy Star appliances are purchased when available, residence halls are being renovated to make use of more energyefficient and environmentally-friendly power sources, and aging boilers
are being upgraded. In addition, energy recovery units on exhaust air are
part of all new buildings. Students interested in advancing environmental issues on campus and beyond have several student organizations
from which to choose. New Leaf works to educate and increase awareness on sustainability issues and advocate for policy changes to support
a more sustainable future at the college. The Local Foods Initiative celebrates the food produced in the region and promotes the importance of
local food in sustainability efforts. The Greenhouse, originally built in
1979, is run by a group of students interested in growing their own food.

HARVARD COLLEGE
86 BRATTLE STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 • ADMISSIONS: 617-495-1551 • FAX: 617-495-8821
FINANCIAL AID: 617-495-1581 • E-MAIL: COLLEGE@FAS.HARVARD.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://GREEN.HARVARD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Harvard College, a school renowned for its innovation and
leadership, is looking toward an impressive future as a
leader in sustainability. In 2008, the college established a
university-wide commitment to reducing greenhouse gas by
30 percent from 2006 levels by 2016—and that’s taking future growth
into account. On campus, the college has 20 LEED-certified buildings
(along with 64 projects pursuing LEED certification)—more than any
other university or college in the world. Harvard also demonstrates its
commitment to energy-efficiency by using a number of renewable energy sources to power the campus, including solar panels, a biodiesel
pump, a wind turbine, ground sources heat pumps, and a waste vegetable oil truck. This is bolstered by a 55 percent waste diversion rate
on campus, as well as a flawless 100 percent composting rate for landscaping waste. The college also keeps an eye on providing local produce
to its students—25 percent of produce served by Harvard’s dining services is from local sources. The college is also home to the Harvard
University Center for the Environment, a collaborative and cross-disciplinary collective whose members work to address “the most pressing
problems facing our natural environment.” In addition, Harvard’s Office
for Sustainability, along with other administrative and service departments, works to support research and academic courses in its exploration of sustainability-related issues. Environmentally-minded students looking to learn about sustainability in the classroom can take
advantage of Harvard’s Environmental Science and Public Policy concentration—just another example of how Harvard is committing itself to
a sustainable future.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

18

Yes
71
Yes
No
No
No
Yes
33
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,438
2,515
63
3.49
600-710
530-660
590-700

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,112
61

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, preferred parking for low-emissions vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
55
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
16
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,655
29,114
7
690-780
690-790
690-780

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,696
60

HARVARD COLLEGE:
WORLD SUSTAINABILTIY LEED-ER
In a perfect example of poetic happenstance, the world’s number one location for the most LEED-certified
buildings on a college campus also graduated the world’s number one advocate for sustainable development.
In 1965, Al Gore enrolled at Harvard College, where he would take a course in climate science with Robert
Revelle, one of the first scientists to study global warming. Thus began Gore’s journey to becoming one of the
most visible proponents of a sustainable future, fittingly initiated on a college campus renowned for its visionary leadership in every sector, not the least of which is green building.
Harvard’s integrated approach to reducing its environmental impact involves the entire university, from
undergraduates to graduate students to faculty to facilities staff to the university president. As an example,
a peer-to-peer engagement program (picture students running around the dorm telling each other to turn off
the lights) has helped Harvard College students reduce their energy consumption by more than 12 percent
over the last four years. Since the opening of Harvard's first LEED-certified building, the Landmark Center
at the School of Public Health, the university has systematically integrated sustainable design requirements
into its guidelines for large capital projects on campus. The university now has 20 LEED certified projects
making Harvard the site of the most LEED-certified buildings of any higher education institution in the
world, and home to more LEED-certified projects than the rest of the Ivy League schools combined!
Three buildings on campus have achieved LEED's highest level of certification, LEED Platinum (including
the world’s oldest LEED Platinum renovation of a building constructed in 1889), and an additional nine have
achieved LEED Gold, four LEED Silver, and four the Certified levels of recognition. Most importantly, these
buildings are making an immediate impact on the university’s shrinking carbon footprint. With over one million square feet of LEED-certified space on campus, the university is set to save $680,000 in utility costs
annually and will collectively reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 1,500 metric tons per year. Moreover,
the projects diverted 15,000 tons of construction waste from landfills, and are making an astonishing impact
on the university’s water usage, saving 3,500,000 gallons of water annually, the equivalent of more than five
Olympic-sized swimming pools!
The university has also made it a point to document and share lessons learned from each LEED project with
the public in keeping with its mission to serve the global community. The Green Building Resource developed
by Harvard’s Office for Sustainability documents the experience and knowledge gained from its LEED-certified projects in a transparent and user-friendly online resource.
The university’s leadership in LEED will only continue to rise in upcoming years. Harvard has more than 20
green building projects that have completed construction and are pursuing LEED certification, with many
more in some phase of design or construction.
With a nod to Harvard's Office for Sustainability, we can see that “green is the new crimson.”
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HARVEY MUDD COLLEGE
301 PLATT BOULEVARD, 301 PLATT BLVD., CLAREMONT, CA 91711-5990 • ADMISSIONS: 909-621-8011
FAX: 909-621-8360 • FINANCIAL AID: 909-621-8055 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@HMC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.HMC.EDU/SPECIALINTERESTFEATURES/AGREENERMUDD/SUSTAINABILITY.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Sustainability is part of Harvey Mudd College’s core mission. The college seeks to be a responsible steward of the environment by reducing
its environmental impact, increasing its use of renewable resources, and
incorporating the issue of sustainability into its academics and operations. To accomplish this, HMC has launched sustainability initiatives
in the following areas: landscaping, recycling, water usage, energy consumption, and building. An HMC alum and trustee, Malcolm Lewis, is
green building champion, having previously served on the Board of the
U.S Green Building Council and currently sitting on the LEED Steering
Committee. Currently, HMC is home to two LEED-certified buildings:
Sontag Residence Hall and Hoch Shanahan Dining Commons. Sontag
Residence Hall boasts many green features, including the use of waterefficient drip irrigation systems to reduce landscape water use by more
than 50 percent; the use of recycled building materials and sustainablyharvested wood; and the installation of a white “cool roof.” From now on,
all new buildings must meet at least the LEED Silver standard. The
Center for Environmental Studies was created over 10 years ago to
launch and manage interdepartmental programs related to environmental studies. The Center also supports student research during the
summer and the academic year with an HMC faculty advisor. Recent
projects looked at sustainable transportation in China and evaluated
gray water treatment at HMC. The student group Engineers for a
Sustainable World/Mudders Organizing for Sustainability Solutions
(ESW/MOSS) promotes sustainability projects on campus and off.

HAVERFORD COLLEGE
370 LANCASTER AVENUE, HAVERFORD, PA 19041 • ADMISSIONS: 610-896-1350 • FAX: 610-896-1338
FINANCIAL AID: 610-896-1350 • E-MAIL: ADMITME@HAVERFORD.EDU
WEBSITE: NEWS.HAVERFORD.EDU/BLOGS/GOINGGREEN/ABOUT-THE-COMMITTEE/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Haverford College has so many accomplishments on its
green scorecard that it’s hard to know where to begin. So
let’s start with the letter G. Gold: Haverford’s athletic center
was the first LEED Gold recreation center in the United
States. Grounds: 100 percent of Haverford’s grounds are
maintained organically, and the college has reached 100 percent for
grounds recycling. Groundwater: Haverford has reduced the toxins flowing into the groundwater by switching to organic fertilizer and using
porous salt, and by planting a living roof with sedum on one of its buildings. There are plans to fit other buildings with green roofs as well.
Haverford students can plant and weed in the college’s student garden,
and study local flora in the on-campus arboretum. Students at Haverford
participated in the RecycleMania contest and came in #1 in the state for
collecting the most recyclable material per capita. Haverford has a formal Sustainability Committee focused on reducing energy use and emissions; so far they’ve retrofitted 33 percent of the buildings on campus
with new HVAC systems, windows, and insulation. Haverford offers a
car share program, a bike program, a vanpool, and group transport to the
other colleges in its consortium so students don’t have to drive. Other
environmental improvements are being made in the dining halls, where
better recycling, a new dishwashing machine, and biodegradable or
reusable dishware are all making a difference.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
50
Environmental studies degree available
No
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
17
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 40
% school grounds maintained organically
35

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

757
2,205
34
680-770
740-790
663-750

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,222
$245
$12,570
54

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, campus safety, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
No
Waste diversion rate (%)
23
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
100
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 10
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,190
3,403
25
660-740
640-740
660-750

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,735
$350
$11,890
46

HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY
100 HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY, BERNON HALL, HEMPSTEAD, NY 11549 • ADMISSIONS: 516-463-6700
FAX: 516-463-5100 • FINANCIAL AID: 516-463-8000 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@HOFSTRA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.HOFSTRA.EDU/GOGREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Hofstra’s entire campus is a celebration of the natural environment. One
of only 430 arboreta registered with the American Public Gardens
Association, Hofstra’s campus consists of 240 acres, featuring 12,000
evergreen trees and a variety of flowers, shrubs, and grasses. The university also maintains a two-acre bird sanctuary that serves as an oncampus learning laboratory for Environmental Studies students. The
university senate’s Environmental Priorities Committee (EPC) is working to promote sustainability in all sectors of the university—from governance and operations to curriculum and outreach—through education,
communication, research and professional development. A recommendation by the EPC resulted in Hofstra University becoming a charter member of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
Education. The university increased its purchase of green power to six
percent of the campus load. The university’s cogeneration plant provides
simultaneous, energy-efficient generation of both electricity and heat for
campus services. The cogeneration engines produce 2,300 kilowatts of
electricity per hour (equivalent to the electrical needs for 2,064 average
residential customers annually!). The corresponding residual heat from
these engines is used to supply the campus’ heating and hot water needs.
The university has recently undertaken the purchasing of green products that consider environmental impacts. Hofstra uses almost all Green
Seal-certified custodial supplies and purchases Energy Star-rated products, including computers, monitors, copy machines, air conditioners,
and other appliances. The university no longer purchases polystyrene
(Styrofoam) products at all. The Progressive Student Union works with
the EPC to develop sustainability initiatives on campus.

HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY
1 HARPST STREET, ARCATA, CA 95521-8299 • ADMISSIONS: 707-826-4402 • FAX: 707-826-6190
FINANCIAL AID: 707-826-4321 • E-MAIL: HSUINFO@HUMBOLDT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.HUMBOLDT.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Given Humboldt State University’s location in a beautiful natural landscape, it’s only natural that students, faculty, and administrators living
there want to preserve it. The university has numerous green student
organizations, among them Renewable Energy Student Union,
Conservation Unlimited, Botany and Native Plant Club, Earth First!,
Green Wheels, Northwest Primate Conservation Society, Power
Shift/Focus the Nation, Students for Community Food, and the
Wilderness Club. Humboldt State also has a number of impressive sustainability initiatives, such as the Humboldt Energy Independence
Fund, which seeks to reduce the impact of energy used on campus
through projects created, designed, and implemented by students; the
Schatz Energy Research Center for the development of clean and
renewable energy; and the Campus Center for Appropriate Technology,
a live-in demonstration home for sustainability and the site of studenttaught courses, workshops, presentations, and hands-on projects.
“Hands-on” is the modus operandi for HSU’s sustainability curriculum.
One hundred courses per semester specifically address the environment
and sustainability, and there are opportunities for extensive research,
organic farming, and a number of student-taught classes on green topics like bike maintenance, permaculture, and the all-important LEED
certification. Close to 15 percent of campus buildings are LEED-certified, 85 percent of cleaning products are Green Seal-certified, and the
university has an overall waste diversion rate of over 75 percent, so
Humboldt State certainly practices what it preaches. Career counselors
on campus emphasize green jobs, since many students at HSU major in
fields directly related to sustainability. The career center website even
features a special search function dedicated to green careers.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, campus safety, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
6
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

7,756
20,829
57
3.4
540-630
560-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,080
$1,050
$11,330
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, carpool parking, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
9
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 85
% school grounds maintained organically
15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,093
9,379
31
3.17
470-590
460-570
450-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,166
$14,094
$9,510
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ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
10 WEST 33RD STREET, PH 101, CHICAGO, IL 60616 • ADMISSIONS: 312-567-3025 • FAX: 312-567-6939
FINANCIAL AID: 312-567-7219 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@IIT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.IIT.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Illinois Institute of Technology is committed to becoming “the
most sustainable urban university campus in the country,”
through “applied scholarship and a commitment to implementing real, common sense solutions to environmental
issues.” In line with this goal, IIT has created an Office of Campus Energy
and Sustainability, which is responsible for documenting, reporting, and
monitoring sustainability projects on campus, and the Wanger Institute
of Sustainable Energy Research, which seeks to preserve natural
resources and the environment by exploring clean and alternative energy
production. IIT has undertaken the retrofitting of buildings in order to
improve energy efficiency and lessen the school’s carbon footprint. In
2009, IIT installed a high efficiency hot water/steam plant on campus,
effectively reducing its carbon emissions by 2.8 million pounds and carbon
dioxide emissions by 10.4 million pounds annually. All new buildings on
campus will be LEED certified, and through the previously mentioned
retrofitting, IIT is looking to achieve LEED certification on its existing
buildings. Especially noteworthy is IIT’s recycling program, Hawk
Recycling, which recycled 160 tons of paper in 2007, and was recently
expanded to include cans, batteries, and glass. The school expects that its
recycling efforts will yield an additional 32 tons of recycled material a
year, and ultimately save 750 cubic yards of recyclable materials from the
landfill every year. IIT also looks to encourage its students to explore
environmentally proactive professional fields through energy- and sustainability-focused specializations, minors, and degree programs. In particular, green-minded students enrolled in the Stuart School of Business
can take advantage of the school’s Center for Sustainable Enterprise.

ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, CAMPUS BOX 2200, NORMAL, IL 61790-2200 • ADMISSIONS: 309-438-2181
FAX: 309-438-3932 • FINANCIAL AID: 309-438-2231 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ILSTU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ILSTU.EDU/HOME/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Illinois State University first got on the path to sustainability in 1989
when the university established a recycling program in the residence
halls. It’s been on a roll ever since. In 2008, Illinois State University
opened a Center for Renewable Energy, which brings together faculty
from several disciplines to provide applied research opportunities on
renewable energy. To demonstrate its commitment to sustainability in
the classroom, ISU established a new major in Renewable Energy, the
first of its kind in the United States. Students in this interdisciplinary
major can choose a technical track or an economics/public policy track.
To reduce its own energy consumption, ISU has upgraded lighting fixtures in campus buildings with the help of several grants from the
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation. ISU’s Office of Energy
Management has launched several other projects to reduce energy consumption on campus, including an insulation program to better insulate
steam pipes and other mechanical equipment and a plan to upgrade the
cooling systems used on campus to more efficient models. The university’s recycling program is wide-ranging, and encompasses paper, aluminum, plastic, glass, cardboard, toner cartridges, cell phones, electronics, and batteries. Other ISU initiatives include an annual wellness and
environmental fair, “Healthy You Healthy Earth,” which provides
resources and increases awareness about healthy lifestyles and environmental stewardship. ISU also operates a free bicycle service, “Reggie
Ride,” that offers alternative transportation to students, faculty, and
staff by reclaiming bicycles abandoned at the end of the school year.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, car share, market based
pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni, dining services, transportation, campus safety, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
12
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,618
2,918
60
3.42
540-670
630-723
528-640

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,363
60

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, bike
share/rent, car share, ride share board
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 4
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

18,325
14,114
62
3.4

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,280
$14,310
$2,251
$7,882
31

IONA COLLEGE
715 NORTH AVENUE, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 • ADMISSIONS: 914-633-2502 • FAX: 914-633-2642
FINANCIAL AID: 914-633-2497 • E-MAIL: ICAD@IONA.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.IONA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Iona College has consolidated its sustainability efforts under the
Environmental Concerns Committee (ECC), itself a subcommittee of
Iona’s Peace and Justice Education Program. The committee was first
founded over 15 years ago, and aims to raise the campus community’s
awareness of environmental issues through “sponsorship of educational
programs and activities, promotion of recycling and conservation, and
acquisition of educational resource materials.” Iona’s Paper
Conservation Campaign has been so effective at reducing paper consumption that the National Wildlife Federation Campus Ecology
Program has recognized it. ECC membership is open to everyone who is
part of the Iona community, including students, faculty members, and
staff. To date, 90 percent of campus buildings have undergone energyrelated retrofits or renovations. Green Seal-certified cleaning products
are now being used on campus and represent over 90 percent of the total
expenditures on cleaning supplies. According to ECC’s president, “It’s
not only about greening the campus, but the greening of the student
mind.” To that end, ECC has helped introduce green marketing programs into the curricula. Iona’s environmental student organization, IC
Green, complements the efforts of the ECC, but also looks beyond campus to educate and raise awareness about environmental concerns and
sustainability efforts worldwide. Currently, IC Green is partnering with
the facilities department to expand and improve the college’s recycling
efforts. In the past, activities have included local nature clean-ups, recycling drives, and trips to local places of environmental interest.

ITHACA COLLEGE
ITHACA COLLEGE—OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, ITHACA, NY 14850-7020 • ADMISSIONS: 607-274-3124
FAX: 607-274-1900 • FINANCIAL AID: 607-274-3131 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@ITHACA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ITHACA.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Ithaca College takes its commitment to a green campus seriously: Its
Sustainability Initiative both promotes and records advancement in
three main areas: 1) the “development of curriculum to infuse considerations of sustainability and applied research opportunities to study and
solve sustainability challenges”; 2) the “modification of campus operations to incorporate more sustainable decision-making”; and 3) “campus
in-reach and community outreach to share experiences as a learning
organization seeking to become more sustainable.” These goals are supported through regular reporting of the school’s progress (as per its
involvement with the Talloires Declaration), production of a quarterly
newsletter, “Collective Impacts,” detailing campus sustainability initiatives, and working to integrate green living initiatives both on campus
and in classrooms. With its new School of Business and Gateway
Commons buildings, Ithaca has become the first institution in the world
to have two LEED Platinum-certified facilities on its campus. The
Gateway building, in particular, is impressive in that over half of its
energy comes from renewable sources thanks to a geothermal heating
system. Its roof features 6,500 square feet of vegetation, providing both
natural insulation and plenty of photosynthesis, and the building’s garden has a 12,000-gallon tank designed to collect rainwater and provide
85 percent of the Gateway’s yearly watering needs. Ithaca is also working to produce “a comprehensive energy and resource audit and sustainability assessment of all of our dining services-related facilities including board dining halls and retail operations” through its partnership
with Sodexo Facilities Magagement.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
95
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,314
7,313
58
3.5
541-642
553-651

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$26,850
$26,850
$2,000
$11,800
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
12
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, vanpool, college underwrites 30% for bus passes
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95
% school grounds maintained organically
1

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,400
11,916
79
530-630
530-640
525-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,060
$11,780
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JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY
SONNER HALL, MSC 0101, HARRISONBURG, VA 22807 • ADMISSIONS: 540-568-5681 • FAX: 540-568-3332
FINANCIAL AID: 540-568-7820 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@JMU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.JMU.EDU/STEWARDSHIP/INDEX.SHTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In September of 2008, James Madison University started the
nation’s first undergraduate program in Business
Sustainability, and it hasn’t slowed down since. A signatory of
both the Talloires Declaration and the ACUPCC, JMU has an entire commission dedicated to studying sustainability and stewardship. JMU’s
Institute for Stewardship of the Natural World (ISNW) is tasked with coordinating environmental stewardship efforts across campus, advocating for
priorities, and challenging all members of the James Madison community
to think critically about their role in achieving the long-term stewardship
of Earth. In 2009, a campus emissions inventory was completed and a JMU
“defining characteristic” was adopted: “The university will be an environmentally literate community whose members think critically and act, individually and collectively, as model stewards of the natural world.” ISNW’s
efforts have led to the introduction of a farmer’s market on campus, the
campus’ first application for LEED Silver certification of its East Campus
Dining Hall, a transportation program in which 100 percent of vehicles are
classified as alternative fuel operating, and a training and development
series covering everything from greening your office to campus water stewardship. JMU offers extensive academic and co-curricular experiences that
allow students to explore sustainability hands-on. Green careers and jobs
are featured prominently in the academic advising and career-planning
center. Faculty across the university is actively engaged in research and
development related to sustainability issues. JMU is also home to multiple
student organizations advocating around sustainability issues, including
EARTH, Clean Energy Coalition, Environmental Business Club,
Association of Energy Engineers, and the Environmental Management
Club.

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
3400 NORTH CHARLES STREET, MASON HALL, BALTIMORE, MD 21218 • ADMISSIONS: 410-516-8171
FAX: 410-516-6025 • FINANCIAL AID: 410-516-8028 • E-MAIL: GOTOJHU@JHU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.JHU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
It’s no surprise that John Hopkins University has found
some technologically-innovative ways to go green. The
“Waste Vegetable Oil to Energy Project” converts used vegetable oil from campus dining facilities into fuel for the campus power plant. Vegetable oil is as powerful as No. 2 fuel oil, but its use
results in “net zero” emissions. The project is part of the school’s strong
commitment to reducing its carbon footprint: It has pledged to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by 51 percent before 2025. This effort extends
to all areas of campus life: The university has four LEED-certified
buildings, with eight more pursuing LEED certification. Dorms compete
to have the lowest energy use each week, with the results announced
weekly on Facebook. Ten freshmen each year are chosen to be “ECOreps.” ECO-reps coordinate monthly activities to promote sustainability
among their classmates. They work closely with local environmental
activists, and are compensated for their efforts. A poster campaign in
several dining halls shows food items alongside information about its
“foodprint”—the environmental impact of its production. The campaign
is designed to encourage students to choose foods that were produced
using fewer resources. The university’s Sustainability Coordinator has
set up a community-supported agriculture program that allows students to buy fresh food from local farmers. Recycling is a part of John
Hopkins’ campus culture; with an overall waste diversion rate of 35 percent, the university’s website even features a Google map that directs
students to the nearest recycling bin.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from students, facilities, finance, athletics, transportation, campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
38
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 49
% school grounds maintained organically
7

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

16,979
20,963
61
3.8
520-610
530-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$3,734
$15,866
$3,510
$7,690
15

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
50
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95
% school grounds maintained organically
99

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,970
16,122
27
3.68
630-730
670-770
650-730

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,150
$12,040
40

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE
1200 ACADEMY STREET, KALAMAZOO, MI 49006 • ADMISSIONS: 269-337-7166 • FAX: 269-337-7390
FINANCIAL AID: 269-337-7192 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@KZOO.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.KZOO.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a charter signatory of the ACUPCC, Kalamazoo College is a leader
in the campus sustainability movement. The college is poised to continue to make significant progress in reducing its carbon footprint in the
future. Kalamazoo’s recently renovated Hicks Student Center features
increased insulation, energy-efficient lighting systems, green power,
local building materials, and recycled or renewable products. Ninety
percent of the construction waste generated by the renovation was
diverted from landfills. Not surprisingly, the building received LEED
Silver certification. Kalamazoo has a long history of recycling, having
had an active recycling operation since 1988. The college has participated in RecycleMania, a national recycling challenge among colleges and
universities, since 2005, receiving national recognition for its top finishes. The Kalamazoo faculty has integrated sustainability into every program, and many students have chosen to focus their required senior
projects on sustainability issues. One of the more unique ways in which
Kalamazoo has tackled sustainability is through the formation of the
Sustainability Guild, an organization that links students with college
alumni in green careers. “Farms to K” is a partnership of Kalamazoo
College students, faculty and staff, local farmers, the Sodexho dining
services manager, and Fair Food Matters, a local advocacy group. Since
2005, the group has worked to increase the amount of locally-grown food
available on campus. Other options for students wishing to get involved
on campus include the Biodiesel Co-op, Helping to Understand Bikes,
the Sustainability Living-Learning House, thECOalition, and Digging
in Renewable Turf.

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
119 ANDERSON HALL, MANHATTAN, KS 66506 • ADMISSIONS: 785-532-6250 • FAX: 785-532-6393
FINANCIAL AID: 785-532-6420 • E-MAIL: K-STATE@K-STATE.EDU
WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.K-STATE.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Kansas State University’s plan for achieving environmental,
social, and economic sustainability encompasses the curriculum, research, outreach, and operations. Courses pertaining
to sustainability have been introduced in many departments
including: Agriculture, Architecture, Planning and Design, Arts and
Sciences, Business Administration, Education, Engineering, Human
Ecology, and Technology and Aviation. Faculty research projects cover
topics such as energy-efficient lighting, sustainable building and green
design, textile recycling, and supply chain sustainability. Outreach
efforts are likewise varied and plentiful. The Agricultural Research and
Extension services engage in research related to the use of natural
resources and agriculture and provide information to interested parties
across the state. The Cinderella Project, a joint community service effort
of the Apparel Marketing and Design Alliance, the Apparel and Textile
Graduate Student Organization, and the Chi-Omega Sororities, is an
apparel reuse program that collects and donates used clothing for local
high school girls. The university is developing a new recycling facility on
campus and participating in events such as RecycleMania and Gameday
Recycling to ramp up its recycling efforts. Plans are in place to install a
used functional 750 kilowatt wind turbine for research and education as
well as to feed renewable energy into the university’s campus grid. KState is also composting food waste from campus dining facilities and
using the compost in student farms. Students are encouraged to join in
all sustainability efforts and have several organizations from which to
choose, including Students for Environmental Action, USGBC Students,
and Greeks Go Green.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,356
1,979
73
3.6
570-690
560-680
550-680

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,643
52

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

30

Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
No
65
2

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

18,230
10,003
55
3.4

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,186
$16,893
$684
$6,752

THE SCHOOLS
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KEENE STATE COLLEGE
229 MAIN STREET, KEENE, NH 03435-2604 • ADMISSIONS: 603-358-2276 • FAX: 603-358-2767
FINANCIAL AID: 603-358-2280 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@KEENE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.KEENE.EDU/SUSTAIN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Keene State College’s Pondside III residence hall is the school’s first
LEED-certified building, earning Silver certification in 2008. The building’s sustainabile features include super-insulated walls, motion-sensor
lights, dual-flush toilets, and recycling rooms on each floor. This is just
one example of Keene State’s commitment to green. The President’s
Council for a Sustainable Future oversees sustainability initiatives on
campus, including the development of a cogeneration capability in the
college’s steam heat plant, an improvement which will improve Keene
State’s energy efficiency tremendously. An energy baseline inventory
has been established, and the college has begun an energy metering program and installed energy-efficient lighting in major renovations and
new buildings on campus. For the past five years, the President’s
Sustainability Council has offered grants to students to fund their sustainability research projects. Examples of some recently-funded projects
include a door blower to help determine the weather tightness of doorways so students can help design, or redesign, doorways that are more
energy-efficient; and a Recycling on Campus initiative that places blue
bags in every residence hall room on campus and has increased recycling on campus by 30 percent. Keene State’s Campus Ecology group initiated a Green Bikes program in 2002, collecting, refitting, and painting
bikes for free use by whoever needed them. There are now over 40 Green
Bikes in rotation. “One-on-one career counseling is offered by staff
knowledgeable of and committed to sustainability,” and the Career
Services Office facilitates green career connections through a variety of
innovative programming.

KENYON COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, RANSOM HALL, GAMBIER, OH 43022-9623 • ADMISSIONS: 740-427-5776
FAX: 740-427-5770 • FINANCIAL AID: 740-427-5240 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@KENYON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.KENYON.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Kenyon College’s strong sense of community and commitment to interdisciplinary study marry well with the fundamentally global questions
explored in the study of sustainability. But Kenyon’s commitment to the
environment goes beyond an academic ethic. The college’s Food for
Thought program provides students with the opportunity to develop
intellectual and practical knowledge regarding the region’s food and
farming systems. The program is working to develop a countywide
infrastructure to enable local farmers to sell their food to the college,
hospitals, grocery stores, and local businesses. The Brown Family
Environmental Center is another experientially-focused initiative on
campus that provides students and the surrounding community with
opportunities to study regional organisms and habitats in an effort to
help conserve the environmental heritage of the Kokosing River Valley.
The Center worked with the Environmental Campus Organization
(ECO), a student-run club, to recharge the school’s recycling program by
improving the number and placement of recycling bins on campus. The
college created and distributed a Green Guide to every student on campus in August of 2008, containing tips on maintaining a green lifestyle
in residence halls, classrooms, and in the surrounding community.
Kenyon has created a dining hall composting system that diverts 6,000
pounds of waste from the landfill per week, and representatives from
Kenyon’s environmentally-focused student groups have helped complete
an energy audit of the campus and calculate its greenhouse gas inventory. A new organization, Kenyon Green Alumni, was founded to connect
students interested in green careers with opportunities and mentors in
the field.
80
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

5

Yes
30
Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes
95
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,990
4,997
71
3.03
450-550
450-550
450-540

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,000
$15,170
$2,334
$8,444
32

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

36
Yes

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No
85
60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,616
3,992
39
3.82
630-720
600-680
620-730

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,420
$1,480
$9,500
41

KEYSTONE COLLEGE
ONE COLLEGE GREEN, LA PLUME, PA 18440 • ADMISSIONS: 570-945-8111 • FAX: 570-945-7916
FINANCIAL AID: 570-945-8132 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@KEYSTONE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.KEYSTONE.EDU/ABOUT_US/KEYSTONECAMPUS/GREENKC/INDEX.DOT

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Keystone College is going green through policies and procedures
designed to improve the sustainability of campus operations. A reflective, Energy Star-certified roof was installed on top of the Miller
Library. Low VOC paint is used in all campus painting projects, and
compact fluorescent light bulbs are standard issue on campus. Keystone
is also working to make its technology infrastructure more sustainable.
To that end, most CRT computer monitors have been replaced with
energy-efficient LCD units and all college-owned computers are automatically shut down after office hours. A rechargeable electric golf cart
is used for most equipment moves. The college is also conducting
research to determine if the campus is suitable for windmills. In an
effort to reduce the number of cars on campus, the administration introduced special parking permits just for carpoolers. Campus Dining
Services partners with Sodexo to implement green initiatives such as
“Trayless Tuesdays,” fully biodegradable packaging and utensils, the
use of Fair Trade coffee products, recycling of all fryer oil and cardboard,
and use of Pennsylvania-grown organic food. Under the Keystone
Compass Program, all incoming freshmen are given reusable Nalgene
bottles to diminish the use of plastic water bottles on campus.
Interested students can join the Eco Club, which provides educational,
social, and community service opportunities relating to the environment. The Keystone College Environmental Education Institute provides hands-on science and environmental instruction using the college’s 160-acre woodland campus as a hands-on learning laboratory.

LAFAYETTE COLLEGE
118 MARKLE HALL, EASTON, PA 18042 • ADMISSIONS: 610-330-5100 • FAX: 610-330-5355
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@LAFAYETTE.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.LAFAYETTE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Though a relative newcomer to the green campus movement (the college
became a signatory of the ACUPCC in 2008), the intensity of Lafayette
College’s commitment to sustainability has helped the school achieve
much in a short amount of time. The school focuses on waste reduction
and conservation through an aggressive composting program (100 percent of composted food waste is used for landscaping maintenance, and
this is actually part of the Environmental Engineering curriculum),
recycling program (the college is expanding its program beyond just student involvement and will not work with any service vendors who don’t
recycle 100 percent of their recyclable products), and water conservation
program (all new buildings will feature water-saving technology and
any renovations or retrofitting will incorporate the same fixtures to
reduce the amount of sanitary effluent waste). Lafayette has also determined that all new buildings and renovations of existing ones should
strive for LEED certification. In line with this, the college is investigating installing solar panels on the roof of its athletic building in order to
power the building with a source of clean, renewable energy. Lafayette’s
dining services has also committed itself to sustainability through using
only 100 percent compostable packaging and dining ware, and 100 percent organic cleaning supplies. Lafayette doesn’t just invest in green
ideas on campus, but it also does so in the classroom, instilling its
students with the ideals of eco-awareness and environmental responsibility through class offerings, orientation week events, and curriculum
initiatives, such as growing organic vegetables in the campus’ Metzger
community garden.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred
parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
17
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,612
778
95
390-480
380-480
380-470

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$17,570
$2,025
$8,760
89

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
75
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,378
5,635
42
3.46
570-670
600-710
580-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,520
$295
$11,799

THE SCHOOLS
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LAGRANGE COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, 601 BROAD STREET, LAGRANGE, GA 30240 • ADMISSIONS: 706-880-8005
FAX: 706-880-8010 • FINANCIAL AID: 888-253-9918 • E-MAIL: LGCADMIS@LAGRANGE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.LAGRANGE.EDU/CAMPUS-LIFE/SUSTAINABILITY/INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2009, LaGrange College submitted its Climate Action Plan—
”Knowledge is Power Saved”—to the ACUPCC. In so doing, it became
the ninth out of 650 member institutions nationwide to submit its plan
to the ACUPCC ahead of its predetermined deadline. The plan outlines
how the college will reduce greenhouse gas emissions over the next few
years, targeting a 10 percent reduction by 2014. Efforts to date have
concentrated on reducing energy usage via retrofitting existing buildings with energy-efficient windows, motion-activated and low-usage
lighting, and state-of-the-art heating and air-conditioning systems. The
college has implemented sustainable building practices into its Climate
Action Plan, and its new 45,000-square-foot Frank and Laura Lewis
Library achieved LEED Silver certification in 2009. The facility utilizes
recycled and energy-efficient building materials, water-conserving
plumbing fixtures, and designated parking for carpool and fuel-efficient
vehicles. The asphalt parking lot in the area surrounding the building
site has been replaced by green space. LaGrange College has also
become the first institution of higher education in Georgia to receive the
Energy Star rating from the Environmental Protection Agency.
Elsewhere on campus, a rainwater harvesting program has collected
more than 10,000 gallons of water for use in campus landscaping.
LaGrange’s Oikos Scholars Program provides an academic outlet for
students interested in social and ecological responsibility. An interdisciplinary minor program, the Oikos Program is jointly sponsored by the
departments of Biology, Political Science, Religion, and Sociology and
Anthropology.

LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 599, APPLETON, WI 54912-0599 • ADMISSIONS: 920-832-6500 • FAX: 920-832-6782
FINANCIAL AID: 920-832-6583 • E-MAIL: EXCEL@LAWRENCE.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://LAWRENCE.EDU/GREENROOTS

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Lawrence University is getting back to its green roots, both literally and
figuratively. “Green Roots” is the name of the university’s two year-long
environmental initiative that will establish the framework it will use to
“initiate specific institutional policies and procedures to ‘green’ the
Lawrence campus and cultivate the habits of mind and disposition that
lead to care of the Earth.” Leading the Green Roots initiative is the
Committee on Environmental Responsibility. The Committee is facilitating a vibrant dialogue among students, faculty, administrators, and
community members about the direction Lawrence’s path to sustainability should take, and already some significant strides have been
made. The university’s new student center is LEED-certified and a student group on campus (SLUG) has developed a campus garden that provides produce to the dining hall and composts all food prep waste.
Lawrence’s long-standing Environmental Studies program offers majors
and minors designed to develop students’ environmental literacy while
providing unique fieldwork and study abroad experiences. Recently, students interned at the Wind River Bird Rehabilitation Center; conducted policy research and developed position papers for the Sierra Club;
and conducted amphibian, bird and water quality surveys for Heckrodt
Wetland Preserve. The department also offers a program in Costa Rica
and a Sea Semester to interested students. Other courses, like the
Symposium on Environmental Topics, address sustainability issues
(such as sustainable agriculture, green building, and transportation) for
non-majors each year. Lawrence’s Career Center advises students on
green jobs and internships. Green Fire, SLUG, and the Co-op are student groups that actively promote sustainability on campus.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

22

Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
100
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

860
1,342
65
3.47
460-570
460-570

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$19,900
$8,168
75

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
3.5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,433
2,516
69
3.63
590-730
600-710
590-680

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,326
62

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
27 MEMORIAL DRIVE WEST, BETHLEHEM, PA 18015 • ADMISSIONS: 610-758-3100 • FAX: 610-758-4361
FINANCIAL AID: 610-758-3181 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@LEHIGH.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.EI.LEHIGH.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Lehigh University’s president recently commissioned a sustainability
committee operating as the Lehigh Environmental Advisory Group
(LEAG) to assess the state of the campus and develop a Climate
Commitment specific to Lehigh. The final Climate Commitment was
announced during Earth Week 2009. The Climate Commitment calls for
the university to develop and implement a plan that works to improve
the environmental sustainability of the university through “teaching,
research, faculty, student, and staff service, and administrative operations.” The commitment outlines several planned actions, including
incorporating sustainability and climate change into the curriculum,
completing a comprehensive greenhouse gas emissions inventory, establishing a building policy that all new construction must meet LEED
standards, adopting a greener procurement policy, promoting and
encouraging use of the campus shuttle, improving the recycling program
and decreasing waste production, and enhancing energy efficiency and
promoting energy conservation. One of the most visible achievements to
date is the new building currently under construction. The 135,000square-foot STEPS (Science, Technology, Environment, Policy, and
Society) facility, which is designed to minimize environmental impacts
and increase awareness of sustainable practices, will seek LEED certification when completed. Lehigh’s dining services provider, Sodexo, has
also joined in the sustainability efforts, implementing trayless dining
and the use of eco-friendly products. Other campus organizations working to make the campus more sustainable are the Environmental
Coalition, which represents all student groups focused on sustainability
to LEAG, and the Environmental Initiative, which is a cross-disciplinary
program encompassing academics, research, and outreach.

LINFIELD COLLEGE
900 SOUTH EAST BAKER STREET, MCMINNVILLE, OR 97128-6894 • ADMISSIONS: 503-883-2213
FAX: 503-883-2472 • FINANCIAL AID: 503-883-2225 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@LINFIELD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.LINFIELD.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In keeping with its mission, “Connecting Learning, Life, and
Community,” Linfield College aims to mitigate the effects of global
warming in the Pacific region through a combination of education, campus life, and community outreach. The college has signed the ACUPCC
and has completed the first part of a carbon footprint survey. Linfield’s
Advisory Committee on the Environment and Sustainability (ACES)
selects and oversees all sustainability initiatives. Linfield’s efforts to
reduce its carbon footprint include the implementation of various energy
conservation projects on campus. Currently, electronic controls are being
added to existing boilers to improve their operation and minimize the
energy used to pump steam. Over 79 percent of campus buildings use
natural gas for heating and hot water. Over the last 10 years, the College
has saved an amount of natural gas that is the equivalent of the amount
of electricity used in almost 700 homes in one year through its energy
conservation efforts. Linfield has required all major capital projects to
meet LEED Silver standards. Energy Star-certified appliances will be
purchased whenever possible. Undergraduate students can participate
in independent research and/or work with faculty on joint sustainability
research. The student organization, Greenfield, is devoted to environmental and sustainability issues. Other student organizations include
the Vegan Veggie Club, which advocates for sustainable food, and the
Conservation Corps, which advocates for sustainable communities.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

4,792
11,170
33
590-630
630-710

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,480
44

Green Facts
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
6
No
No
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,625
1,692
82
3.55
480-600
490-600
460-580

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$28,760
$294
$8,280

THE SCHOOLS
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LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY
ONE UNIVERSITY PARK DR., NASHVILLE, TN 37204-3951 • ADMISSIONS: 615-966-1776
FAX: 615-966-1804 • FINANCIAL AID: 615-966-1791 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@LIPSCOMB.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTPS://SUSTAINABILITY.LIPSCOLM.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The president of Tennessee’s Lipscomb University recently established
an Institute for Sustainable Practice, to “coordinate internal sustainability practices and develop new undergraduate and graduate programs in sustainability and public outreach and service, including hosting or sponsoring local and statewide conferences, summits, a green
business expo, and national lecturers.” The Institute has overseen the
implementation of internal sustainability practices, including: geothermal heating and cooling in all new buildings and major renovations, a
green housekeeping program, and completion of the state’s first LEEDcertified academic building. In fact, a slew of green “firsts” have taken
place on Lipscomb’s campus. Lipscomb is the first university in the state
to institute an academic program in sustainability, and offers
Tennessee’s first “green MBA,” Tennessee’s first undergraduate degree
in Sustainability; and Tennessee’s first Sustainability minor. The university is also “leading state and local dialogue and awareness” around
environmental issues. The campus hosted Tennessee’s first statewide
conference on sustainability and sponsored the state’s first Green
Business Summit and Expo. The university’s Career Center “routinely
forwards information about growing green professional opportunities
and counsels students about emerging green employment options
through regional student associations and societies.” Other green campus improvements include trayless dining halls, a campus-wide recycling program, native plant landscaping, and bike racks to encourage
use of alternative transportation. The university is a member of the
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education.

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY—BATON ROUGE
1146 PLEASANT HALL, BATON ROUGE, LA 70803 • ADMISSIONS: 225-578-1175 • FAX: 225-578-4433
FINANCIAL AID: 225-578-3113 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@LSU.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINIBILITY.LSU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Louisiana State University—Baton Rouge is committed to
the issues of sustainability on campus, and its Campus
Committee for Sustainability (CCS) leads the charge. CCS’s
full-time Manager of Campus Sustainability is responsible
for promoting public awareness of LSU’s sustainability efforts and sustainability in general. Leading LSU’s Green Initiative are administrative staff representing departments such as facility services, administration and finance, academic affairs, and student representatives. LSU
has focused its efforts on developing programs that reduce the need for
students to keep cars on campus, including a Bus Service Study,
restricted parking, a guaranteed ride home program, and a bike
share/rent program. LSU has also instituted an advanced recycling program. Seventy percent of all campus grounds are managed organically
and all building upgrades must meet energy performance standards
beyond code requirements, which include the use of Energy Star appliances. Forty-four percent of food expenditures are directed toward local,
organic, or otherwise environmentally-responsible food. Students can
join LSU’s commitment to sustainability by working on sustainability
research projects and volunteering in student-run organizations such as
the Environmental Conservation Organization (ECO@LSU), a grassroots student group that works to improve the quality of life and environmental health of not just the LSU campus but the Baton Rouge community as a whole, through education and advocacy. Students can opt to
make the environment and issues of sustainability a formal focus of
their studies by taking advantage of course offerings in areas such as
Agriculture, Architecture,
Biology,
Environmental
Science,
Engineering, and Geography.
84

THE PRINCETON REVIEW’S GUIDE TO 286 GREEN COLLEGES

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

5

No
Yes
No
No
5
Yes
Yes
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,319
2,240
57
3.49
500-610
490-620
490-593

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$15,986
$825
$7,070
24

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
44
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, guaranteed ride
home, bus service with GPS, bike lane (soon)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from students
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

23,057
15,093
73
3.49
520-630
550-650
490-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$3,469
$12,619
$1,764
$7,738
28

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
820 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60611 • ADMISSIONS: 312-915-6500 • FAX: 312-915-7216
FINANCIAL AID: 773-508-7704 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@LUC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.LUC.EDU/CUERP/ABOUT.SHTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Loyola University of Chicago has been “preparing people to lead extraordinary lives” since 1870; and now it’s preparing people to live sustainable
ones. The Center for Urban Environmental Research and Policy
(CUERP) is the locus of Loyola’s sustainability initiatives. CUERP oversees Loyola’s Solutions to Environmental Problems (STEP) program, a
series of interdisciplinary, experiential learning and leadership courses
available to students regardless of major. STEP: Biodiesel, Loyola’s first
STEP offering, focused on the conversion of waste vegetable oil from
Loyola food services into low-emissions biodiesel fuel. In 2009, STEP
began focusing on food systems and projects have included composting
research and the development of a campus garden. The university is also
focusing on conservation through a variety of initiatives including a rainwater cistern, expanded recycling to include batteries and inkjet/printer
cartridges, tray-free dining halls, a non-disposable water bottle campaign, and a spring Move-Out landfill diversion program. Loyola’s career
development department lists green internship and job opportunities
and CUERP “provides mentoring for students seeking [green] internships and jobs.” Loyola University Research Opportunities Program
(LUROP) offers scholarships for students to conduct sustainable
research with faculty mentors. During its campus-wide analysis of energy use and waste, the university hired students to collect data and conduct some analyses. Loyola is working on implementing sustainable
infrastructure across campus, including green roofs for all new construction, battery-powered service vehicles on campus, and a CFL bulb swap
in residential buildings. Loyola’s Information Commons, currently under
construction, is expected to achieve LEED Silver certification.

LUTHER COLLEGE
700 COLLEGE DRIVE, DECORAH, IA 52101-1042 • ADMISSIONS: 563-387-1287 • FAX: 563-387-2159
FINANCIAL AID: 563-387-1018 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@LUTHER.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.LUTHER.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Luther College is a charter ACUPCC signatory, and has developed an
in-depth strategic plan for institutional sustainability. The college is
currently fundraising to endow a Center for Sustainable Communities,
to provide resources to local educators, businesses, and community leaders. In terms of greenhouse emissions, Luther has pledged to cut its carbon footprint in half by the 2011-2012 academic year, and has already
reduced it by 15.5 percent since 2004. Geothermal energy heats and
cools two of the facilities on campus, reducing Luther’s need for fossil
fuel heating and cooling. Luther’s new science facility is pursuing LEED
Silver. In fact, the college has committed to seeking LEED Silver certification on all new construction, purchasing Energy Star-certified appliances and renewable energy certificates from a local wind project, and
making 35 percent of its food purchases locally. Among the initiatives
already undertaken on campus are a student-run organic garden, and
the college fleet, which features both hybrids and biodiesel vehicles—
the fuel for which is processed with waste oil from dining services.
Luther is home to a thriving Environmental Studies department, which
offers a multidisciplinary major with a choice of three different concentrations: policy, environmental science, or design-your-own. The campus
is a vast 800 acres and is home to a variety of pond, river, and prairie
ecosystems for hands-on study. Students interested in environmental
education can work in after-school programs and Discovery Camp summer programs.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, facilities, dining services,
transportation, student life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
12
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
3
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 10
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,602
17,383
78
3.7
540-650
530-650
540-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$30,180
$1,074
$11,220
67

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, airport shuttle at college break times
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,450
3,445
70
3.64
500-640
530-670
490-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,330
$150
$5,800

THE SCHOOLS
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MACALESTER COLLEGE
1600 GRAND AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MN 55105 • ADMISSIONS: 651-696-6357 • FAX: 651-696-6724
FINANCIAL AID: 651-696-6214 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MACALESTER.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MACALASTER.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Macalester College has shown its commitment to addressing climate
change by adopting a campus-wide Sustainability Plan in 2009 under
which all the college’s efforts to reduce its carbon footprint are organized.
The plan focuses on three main areas—leadership, operations, and education—and outlines goals and strategies for building, energy, landscaping, paper use, purchasing, recycling/waste, storm water management,
transportation, and water conservation. Macalester’s LEED Platinum
Markim Hall made Macalaster the first college or university in
Minnesota to achieve this rating. Several other construction projects currently in the works or recently completed have also incorporated green
building features. Indeed, all new construction or major renovations on
campus must meet LEED Silver standards. Macalester has also implemented several innovative programs designed to build enthusiasm among
community members for the college’s sustainability efforts. Among them:
preferred parking is available for carpools and low-emitting vehicles, and
free coffee is provided on a bi-weekly basis to any college community
member who bikes, walks, or buses to work. The MacFreeSwap, Food
Waste as Pig Food, and Move-Out Waste Reduction Program are other
programs that have helped Macalester College earn the Minnesota Waste
Wise Leader Award. Macalester’s Environmental Studies department
serves as the primary academic component of Macalester’s sustainability
efforts. The interdisciplinary department supports sustainability on campus through courses, events, internships, study abroad programs, and
student projects, among others. To date, Macalester’s efforts have done
more than advance the cause of environmental sustainability—these
projects have saved the college over $1 million.

MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE
2900 PURCHASE STREET, ADMISSIONS OFFICE, PURCHASE, NY 10577 • ADMISSIONS: 914-323-5124
FAX: 914-694-1732 • FINANCIAL AID: 914-323-5357 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MVILLE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MANHATTANVILLE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Manhattanville College in New York is showing its commitment to sustainability by building green. Manhattanville’s new Student Center
achieved LEED Gold for its noteworthy sustainability features, including
its use of solar panels as well as recycled and local materials. Also on campus is the LEED Platinum Environmental Studies Classroom, which has
fittingly earned the highest level of certification there is. New buildings
on campus are required to meet LEED Silver standards or higher, and
many existing buildings are in queue for retrofitting. A signatory of the
ACUPCC, Manhattanville has established a public committee on sustainability and plans to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent by
2050. Manhattanville is thinking about sustainability in other areas as
well. Now 10 percent of the college’s food expenditures go toward local
and/or organic food, and an impressive 95 percent of the school’s cleaning
products are Green Seal-certified. Students at Manhattanville also play a
role in making the school more environmentally-friendly. Students organized a Conservation Week to raise awareness about sustainability on campus, and have organized groups to clean streams and plant trees.
Manhattanville offers plenty of learning opportunities in sustainability,
including courses in everything from Stream Ecology to Forestry to
Ecosystems to Environmental Toxicology. The college boasts an
Environment Park and a Living Eco Machine that helps to provide students with experiential learning opportunities. There is also a greenhouse
in the Biology department that students can access for hands-on study.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

30

Yes
Yes
No
No
0.1
Yes
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,871
5,041
41
640-740
630-710
630-730

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,947
$200
$8,768
66

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

10
Yes
50
Yes
Yes
1
No
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted

1,771
4,502
53

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,030
$1,320
$13,920
62

MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 1881, MILWAUKEE, WI 53201-1881 • ADMISSIONS: 414-288-7302 • FAX: 414-288-3764
FINANCIAL AID: 414-288-7390 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MARQUETTE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MARQUETTE.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Students who attend Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
don’t need a car to get around: all full-time undergraduates are provided with a pass entitling them to free use of the city’s buses. Too busy to
leave campus? It’s still easy to be green. Marquette has invested $7 million to improve its energy-efficiency and water systems, reducing annual energy use by over 1.5 million kilowatt hours and annual water consumption by about 13,462,000 gallons (that’s a lot of showers!). Excess
steam from the local power company provides 75 percent of the heating
on campus. Recycling is big at Marquette—the university aims to recycle 30 percent of its waste by 2011. To assist with this goal, Marquette
has just implemented single-stream recycling in administrative and
residential buildings on campus. The school refurbishes all old computer equipment and donates it to nonprofit organizations, in order to
reduce electronic waste. Several new buildings torn down on campus
have had extremely high diversion rates (the amount of material not
sent to local landfills). An office building demolished recently, for example, achieved a diversion rate of 98 percent, with steel, concrete and drywall repurposed or recycled. Residence halls participate in a movein/move-out program, in which clothing, furniture and other goods are
collected and donated to nonprofits (or kept to be reused by next year’s
students). Marquette also offers a unique minor in Environmental
Ethics, which allows students to approach sustainability issues from a
philosophical and theological perspective.

MARYMOUNT MANHATTAN
COLLEGE
221 EAST 71ST STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10021
FINANCIAL AID: 212-517-0500 • WEBSITE: WWW.MMM.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Renewable Energy. Recycling. Re-education. These are the three pillars
guiding Marymount Manhattan College’s path to sustainability. As a signatory of the ACUPCC, MMC has made a commitment to reduce greenhouse emissions and get the school on track to climate neutrality. The
school’s first task was to convert 15 percent of its energy usage to renewable sources; MMC exceeded that benchmark and today 25 percent of the
school’s energy consumption is derived from renewable resources. This
step alone reduces the school’s carbon footprint by about 750 tons, or the
carbon-producing capacity of 2,250 trees! The President’s Climate
Committee Task Force is directing efforts to establish a closed-loop waste
management process on campus. That includes establishing protocols for
the recovery and reuse of discarded materials and guidelines for green
procurement. MMC has established a paper and bottling recycling program that helps account for its 20 percent waste diversion rate, and 30
percent of the cleaning products used on campus are Green Seal-certified. The college has also implemented education campaigns on campus
to get students, faculty, and staff moving in a green direction. A recent
survey found that 80 percent of commuters’ trips to campus are through
the use of alternative transportation, placing MMC ahead of the curve
when it comes to reducing the impact of high-emission automobiles. The
college offers students a liberal arts education that includes an interdisciplinary minor in Environmental Studies. Each year a professor in
MMC’s Division of the Sciences takes a group of students on an environmental research project excursion.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
30
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
75
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 33

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,857
17,825
66
540-640
540-660
530-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$30,040
$422
$9,680
58

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15
Yes
20
No
No
Yes
25
Yes
No
30
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,897
3,065
69
3.17
500-600
460-560

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$20,748
$1,044
$12,660

THE SCHOOLS
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MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE
OF ART AND DESIGN
621 HUNTINGTON AVENUE, BOSTON, MA 02115 • ADMISSIONS: 617-879-7222 • FAX: 617-879-7250
FINANCIAL AID: 617.879.7850 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MASSART.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MASSART.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Massachusetts College of Art and Design was founded out of a conviction that the path to a better future for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts lay in creativity. That creative spirit saturates MassArt’s
approach to sustainability. Recent projects by MassArt’s “visually literate” student body include designing a sustainable sculpture for the campus, developing illustrations for a family-friendly magazine focused on
the environment, and designing new uses for recycled water bottles. In
2007, MassArt became a signatory of the ACUPCC, and just one year
later it was recognized by Massachusetts’ Leading by Example Award
Program for its commitment to sustainability. There are plenty of
impressive actions underway. In just a few years, MassArt has quadrupled its recycling efforts, reducing solid waste on campus by 16 percent.
A partnership with the Institutional Recycling Network helped the college divert items such as file cabinets, desks, tables, and mechanical
equipment from the landfill, donating them instead to relief efforts in
Nicaragua, Honduras, and Belize. The college has switched from diesel
to biofuel and installed new Autoflame technology on campus that will
reduce carbon emissions on campus by up to 12 percent. Efforts are in
place to increase biofuel use in the campus boiler to 10 percent by the
year 2012. Future areas of focus include the purchase of a fuel cell to provide 55 percent of the campus’ electricity, the purchase of renewable wind
energy through a local green power program, and the implementation of
a gray water treatment system for flushing campus toilets.

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
77 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, ROOM 3-108, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 • ADMISSIONS: 617-253-3400
FAX: 617-258-8304 • FINANCIAL AID: 617-253-4971 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MIT.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://WEB.MIT.EDU/FACILITIES/ENVIRONMENTAL/SUSTAIN.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Parsons Laboratory
for Environmental Science and Engineering opened its doors
in the 1950s as a hydrodynamics lab, and has become a
major hub for research into natural bodies of water and the
environment. Students here are uniquely positioned to incorporate sustainability into a broad array of brave new fields, and are committed to
making water conservation, energy efficiency, and responsible waste
reduction standard practice in labs and classrooms. To that end, in 2001
MIT adopted a formal institutional policy on environment, health, and
safety (EHS). The EHS Office helps raise awareness about chemical safety, environmental stewardship, and recycling practices with stellar
results: MIT’s waste diversion rate is 40 percent, and recent demolition
projects from energy-related building renovations have recycled 96 percent of their waste. MIT also generates much of the power it uses
through the Cogeneration Project, a 200-megawatt gas turbine that uses
its own waste heat to produce power. Another impressive undertaking is
the MIT Energy Initiative, which “includes research, education, campus
energy management and outreach activities that cover all areas of energy supply and demand, security and environmental impact.” This initiative recently funded a vast array of student energy projects, including
on-campus campaigns for energy and heat conservation; design and
development of a thermoelectric device, including testing its compatibility with the Cogeneration Project; and building a demonstration solar
dish concentrator and installing it on campus. With several environmentally-focused student groups, top technical training, and opportunities
for cutting-edge research, MIT is a great place to go green.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

15

Yes
No
No
No
Yes
No
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,772
1,631
51
3.32
510-610
490-590
500-500

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,400
$24,400
$11,288
37

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
7
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 85

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,218
15,663
11
650-760
720-800
660-760

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,782
60

MESSIAH COLLEGE
PO BOX 3005, ONE COLLEGE AVENUE, GRANTHAM, PA 17027 • ADMISSIONS: 717-691-6000
FAX: 717-691-2307 • FINANCIAL AID: 717-766-2511 EXT 3630 • E-MAIL: BWALTMAN@MESSIAH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MESSIAG.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Messiah College’s Community Covenant states, “As stewards we are to be
faithful in preserving the environment and in maintaining the balances
within the creation order.” The success of that stewardship is one of the
first things that visitors to the campus notice. The natural beauty of the
campus is at least partially maintained by a composting program, which
recycles leaves and grass clippings to be used for the college’s extensive
landscaping needs. EarthKeepers, a student group on campus, started
the school’s recycling program in the 1980s, and works to “respect, protect, understand, and enjoy the natural world” through activities like hiking, conserving electricity, talking to politicians, birding, recycling, and
using renewable energies like wind and biodiesel. More than 60,000 bottles and cans were recycled at the recent Creation Care Christian music
festival that annually takes place on Messiah’s campus. EarthKeepers
also runs the school’s Creation Care Community Garden, a project supported by more than 75 volunteers. Since signing the ACUPCC, the college has established a Sustainability Committee that is in the process of
establishing a webpage for committee activities, completing progress
reporting, and linking to other college programs. Students gain sustainability research experience through field research in Biology and
Environmental Studies/Science programs and field projects of the
Messiah College Collaboratory, an organization that aspires to “fulfill biblical mandates to foster justice, empower the poor, reconcile adversaries,
and care for the Earth, in the context of academic engagement.”

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
250 ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EAST LANSING, MI 48824-1046 • ADMISSIONS: 517-355-8332
FAX: 517-353-1647 • FINANCIAL AID: 517-353-5940 • E-MAIL: ADMIS@MSU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.MSU.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Green might be the color of Spartan pride, but it also stands
for something else at Michigan State University: dedication
and dollars. MSU puts its money where its mouth is when it
comes to its commitment to sustainability. As one of seven
signatories of the Chicago Climate Exchange, North
America’s only cap and trade market for all six greenhouse gas emissions, MSU is required to lower its emissions by the benchmarks set or
pay fines. As if that weren’t impressive enough, in 2009, MSU opened a
$13.3 million recycling center and surplus store that will expand recycling efforts to 553 buildings on campus. Also for sale are used goods
ranging from desks, beds, couches, and microscopes to farm equipment
and cars. This new facility is expected to receive LEED Silver certification. The year 2009 also marked the ten-year anniversary of MSU’s student-run organic farm. MSU’s recent installation of a 10.4-acre green
roof on a production facility in hometown Dearborn and a rain garden at
Erikson Hall provide storm water management for the university, effectively filtering pollutants out before the water reflows into the Red Cedar
River. MSU’s Capital Area Transit Authority currently operates seven
40-foot hybrid buses and three 60-foot articulating hybrid buses. The
university maintains a bike fleet that employees can check out, and MSU
Transportation Services dispenses only biofuels. Students interested in
learning about sustainability issues inside the classroom can take
advantage of the many sustainability-related majors, programs, and specializations available on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

19
Yes
18
Yes
No
No
10
No
Yes
10
21

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,802
2,844
70
3.71
520-630
520-640
520-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$24,900
$24,900
$770
$7,610
68

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
2
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

36,224
25,349
73
3.6
470-610
540-660
480-610

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,415
$27,750
$470
$7,394

THE SCHOOLS
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MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE
THE EMMA WILLARD HOUSE, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753-6002 • ADMISSIONS: 802-443-3000
FAX: 802-443-2056 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MIDDLEBURY.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MISSLEBURY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Middlebury College takes its commitment to sustainability
seriously, as evidenced by a trustees’ resolution put through
in 2007 that mandates that the college will achieve carbon
neutrality by 2016 (currently, 50 percent of the school’s
energy consumption is derived from renewable sources). This is just one
way in which Middlebury is advancing the cause of sustainability on
campus. Another way that the college is helping the environment is
through the completion of a $12 million biomass gasification system (or,
more simply put, a furnace that burns renewable wood chips), which
will reduce carbon emissions on campus by 40 percent and oil consumption by a whopping one million gallons. The implementation of such
technology at Middlebury furthers the school’s goal of serving as an
example for its students and other schools on how to make “ethical and
just decisions about production, exchange, and consumption,” while
“meeting present and future human needs while protecting and restoring ecological resilience and integrity.” On top of that, the college’s
Franklin Environmental Center at Hillcrest recently achieved LEED
Platinum certification, making it the first building in Vermont to do so,
and the seventh nationwide. Middlebury is just as dedicated to instilling a commitment to green living in students as it is to building a greener campus. The college promotes environmental internships and job
opportunities through events like the annual Careers in the Common
Good Week, which has “dedicated speaker panels, skill-building workshops, and featured employer information sessions with [an] emphasis
on environmental careers and advice.”

MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA
PO BOX 1002, MILLERSVILLE, PA 17551-0302 • ADMISSIONS: 717-872-3371 • FAX: 717-871-2147
FINANCIAL AID: 717-872-3026 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MILLERSVILLE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MILLERSVILLE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
How committed is Millersville University of Pennsylvania to giving the
planet a break? Students who enroll in the school’s “Climate and Society”
course actively work to record a greenhouse gas inventory for the campus. By collecting and reporting on this data, which includes “electricity
usage, staff and commuter traffic activity, university fleet fuel consumption, fertilizer applications, and solid waste disposal and refrigerant
releases,” students are directly involved—and thereby responsible—for
not only pointing out where MU could stand to improve in regards to sustainability, but also working towards making the campus carbon neutral.
Another way that MU has proven proactive when it comes to protecting
the environment is through the construction of the campus’ first LEEDcertified building, Stayer Hall. This new School of Education was built
with energy efficient fixtures and recycled materials, such as automatic
lights, recycled tiles, and a sustainable fish pond which is used by science
classes. Currently, 20 percent of the university’s energy consumption is
derived from renewable sources, and 35 percent of existing buildings on
campus have recently undergone energy efficiency-related retrofitting or
renovation. Twenty-five percent of campus food expenditures are devoted to local or organic food. MU’s recycling program is particularly noteworthy, as is its use of biodiesel fuel in on-campus transportation.
Students may focus on environmental studies in the classroom through
course work in the Department of Geography.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
28
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
50
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 10
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,455
6,904
20
638-730
650-740
650-740

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$50,780
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, carpool
parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
30
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,242
7,241
53
480-570
490-590
460-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,554
$13,886
$1,593
$7,766
34

MILLS COLLEGE
5000 MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, OAKLAND, CA 94613 • ADMISSIONS: 510-430-2135 • FAX: 510-430-3314
FINANCIAL AID: 510-430-2000 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@MILLS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MILLS.EDU/GREEN/INDEX.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Mills College in Oakland, California, recycling is a top
priority. The college reuses or recycles over 60 percent of its
waste, and is aiming to improve that number to 100 percent. To that end, every residential room has a recycling bin,
and on-campus dining halls use biodegradable utensils. Even the dishes are eco-friendly: they’re made of corn and potatoes. As a result of
these measures, the main dining hall, Founders Dining Commons,
throws away only 3 percent of its waste. Mills is also committed to sustainable building practices. All new buildings achieve LEED Silver or
higher. The new Natural Science Building has been awarded LEED
Platinum status, and features a rainwater collection system, solar panels on the roof, and native, drought-tolerant plants in its courtyards.
Public transportation is central to life on campus. The Mills shuttle
takes students around campus, and the school runs a web-based carpool
system for students making longer trips. Mills students and faculty act
as stewards to local ecosystems. The school is restoring nearby Leona
Creek and Lake Aliso, and hosts an annual Creek to Bay Day to raise
awareness of environmental issues on campus and around Oakland. A
student group, EcoCORPS, works with the administration to lead environmental initiatives on campus. EcoCORPS organized the Trayless
Dining Days campaign that eventually led to a fully trayless campus,
and has implemented various initiatives to encourage students to swap
clothing and other goods, rather than throwing them away.

MILWAUKEE SCHOOL OF
ENGINEERING
1025 NORTH BROADWAY, MILWAUKEE, WI 53202-3109 • ADMISSIONS: 414-277-6763 • FAX: 414-277-7475
FINANCIAL AID: 800-778-7223 • E-MAIL: EXPLORE@MSOE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MSOE.EDU/ABOUT_MSOE/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Milwaukee School of Engineering is training the next generation of green leaders in energy resource management if its
Applied Technology Center is any indication. Each of the ATC’s
seven centers, which cover everything from fluid technology to
nanoengineering, is used for undergraduate student research projects. The
Center for Sustainability was established in March 2009 and works to “promote renewable energy projects on campus and throughout Milwaukee and
Wisconsin.” The Center is charged with collaborating with other universities and industry leaders on green projects, such as minimizing waste and
improving energy efficiency on campus. As part of the Applied Technology
Center, the Center for Sustainability collaborates with other universities
and industry leaders on new building projects and environmental initiatives designed to minimize waste and improve energy efficiency. MSOE has
joined the EPA in the Green Power Partnership, an initiative which tracks
the “annual green power purchases” of large organizations. Solar panels
recently installed on the roof of the Campus Center generate renewable
energy that is sold to a local energy supplier. A sculpture garden atop
MSOE’s Grohmann Museum functions as a green roof designed to keep the
building cooler in the summer, 100 percent naturally. The roof’s vegetation
also allows rainwater to be trapped in the plantings, thereby reducing the
amount of storm water runoff that enters the city’s sewer system. “Industry
reps, corporate recruiters, and MSOE faculty all stress the importance of
LEED certification to students,” and provide “institutional and budgetary
support” for incorporating sustainable design into specific curricula.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
65
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

914
1,519
57
3.7
530-650
500-600
530-630

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,428
84

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

10

No
No
No
No
No
No
10
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,438
2,126
67
3.52
500-640
530-590

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,520
$7,431

THE SCHOOLS
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MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY
ONE NORMAL AVENUE, MONTCLAIR, NJ 07043-1624 • ADMISSIONS: 973-655-4444 • FAX: 973-655-7700
FINANCIAL AID: 973-655-4461 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRADUATE.ADMISSIONS@MONTCLAIR.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MONTCLAIR.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Montclair State University (MSU) became the first university in the
nation to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Environmental Protection Agency in 2009, agreeing to utilize the latest
green technologies and practices on campus. The agreement commits
MSU to incorporating green policies and activities into all facility planning and operations, including the use of solar and steam energy, largescale recycling efforts, land and water conservation, and use of green
building technologies. To date, MSU has instituted a campus-wide recycling program for paper, plastic, and food waste, built in the mandatory
use of green products into its recently awarded housekeeping contract,
and implemented a food waste composting program that uses the compost in campus landscaping. All new buildings are required to meet
LEED Silver standards. MCU’s LEED-certified University Hall is the
largest and newest academic building on campus. The John J. Cali
School of Music is a planned project to adapt an existing structure into
a state-of-the-art facility that will also meet LEED standards. Other
ways in which MSU is advancing the cause of environmental sustainability are: offering the only doctoral program in Environmental
Management in the state of New Jersey; hosting the Passaic River
Institute dedicated to the clean-up and study of the Passaic River; and
developing the only aerobic food composter on a college campus in New
Jersey. The university’s career guidance office offers counseling for students interested in green jobs, in addition to linking students with service learning and co-op internship opportunities that incorporate a green
experience.

MUHLENBERG COLLEGE
2400 WEST CHEW STREET, ALLENTOWN, PA 18104-5596 • ADMISSIONS: 484-664-3200
FAX: 484-664-3234 • FINANCIAL AID: 484-664-3175 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@MUHLENBERG.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MUHLENBERG.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Students at Muhlenberg College have plenty of opportunity to get
hands-on experiences in environmental stewardship. The campus is
home to the Lee and Virginia Graver Aboretum, as well as the Conrad
W. Raker Biological Field Station and Wildlife Sanctuary. Several classes in Physics, Biology, Environmental Science, Media and
Communications, Business, Economics, and Sustainability Studies
incorporate sustainability research into their course work. In fact, “class
research and projects have been an integral part of Muhlenberg’s solar
power project, waste audits, and campaign to reduce water bottle usage
on campus.” The installation of a 3.2 kilowatt solar photovoltaic system
on the roof of Seegers Union brought an ambitious solar project to a
close. Twelve students installed the system, which consists of “two polemounted nine-panel arrays, two inverters, a new conduit, and a data
collection system.” In 2008, students helped conduct a campus-wide
energy audit leading to the implementation of occupancy sensors and
energy-efficient CFLs in buildings across campus. The college has been
making continual improvements in its recycling rate and recently converted to a single-stream recycling system. Muhlenberg’s Student
Environmental Action Team (EnAcT) has been active on campus for well
over a decade. Some of the group’s recent projects include awareness
campaigns to reduce paper and energy consumption, as well as a dorm
energy conservation competition. Muhlenberg’s career center refers students to a variety of resources for socially and environmentally-responsible jobs/careers. In 2007, the college’s new Science Building was
awarded LEED Silver certification.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
88
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

13,542
13,469
47
440-540
460-550
450-550

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,042
$15,053
$2,730
$10,208
119

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, shuttle service, bus for commuting
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,411
4,410
44
560-660
560-660
560-660

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,850
46

NAROPA UNIVERSITY
2130 ARAPHAHOE AVENUE, BOULDER, CO 80302 • ADMISSIONS: 303-546-3572 • FAX: 303-546-3583
FINANCIAL AID: 303-546-3534 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@NAROPA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NAROPA.EDU/ABOUT/ENV_INDEX.CFM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Naropa takes the concept of “zero-waste” seriously—at its 2007 graduation ceremony, 2,000 people produced only one small bag of trash. New
student orientations have also been “zero-waste” in recent years. All
bathroom paper towels are composted, as well as all food scraps from
Naropa Café—in fact, the composting system has grown tenfold in
recent years. Naropa is strict about holding itself accountable for environmental progress. The university even conducts weekly trash audits
to find opportunities for further waste reduction. Every student is provided with a bus pass for local and regional travel, and 120 bicycles are
available on campus, for use by the community. The campus maintenance crews skip gasoline during the spring and summer months, using
biodiesel fuel instead. Many visitors to Naropa’s campuses are
impressed by the university’s commitment to green landscaping. On its
Parmita campus, a parking lot was transformed into a green space with
an on-site weather station that waters the lawn only when necessary
and delivers water directly to the plant roots, preventing almost all
evaporation. Naropa operates entirely on wind power. A greenhouse on
campus provides food to the café and plants for landscaping, and serves
as a center for ecological learning. Naropa is a hotbed of environmental
events, including a popular speaker series and Campus Sustainability
Day, a celebration with music and organic food from local farms. To
round out its commitment to green, the university offers a B.A. in
Environmental Studies as well as 12 minors in subjects ranging from
Horticulture to Sacred Ecology.

NEW ENGLAND COLLEGE
26 BRIDGE STREET, HENNIKER, NH 03242 • ADMISSIONS: 603-428-2223 • FAX: 603-428-3155
FINANCIAL AID: 603-428-2226 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@NEC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NEC.EDU/ACADEMICS/ACADEMIC-DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL-SCIENCE

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2006 New England College revised its mission statement to include
“the pursuit of ecological sustainability.” Since then, NEC has put its
money where its mouth is: A recent budget allocated $500,000 for environmentally-friendly capital projects on campus. NEC’s newly formed
Sustainability Task Force includes two full-time sustainability officers
who are working to guide green projects on campus. The Task Force
works closely with the Environmental Action Committee, a studentdriven organization that conducts sustainability research on campus
and runs the school’s recycling program. But what really sets New
England College apart is its environmental literacy course requirement.
In keeping with its mission, every NEC student receives a primer in
sustainability and climate change before graduation. One hundred percent of dining halls on campus offer complete vegetarian options, and
new buildings and major renovations on campus are required to be
aligned with LEED Silver standards. NEC is taking steps to encourage
students to drive together and reduce emissions from single-passenger
automobiles by offering car share and van-pool programs. Today, 90 percent of student trips to campus are via alternative transportation.
Students particularly interested in learning about sustainability have
the choice of three related majors: Environmental Science,
Environmental Studies, and Environmental Sustainability. Some of the
courses offered in these programs include Soil Science, Environmental
Chemistry, Water and Wastewater Technology, and Planning
Sustainable Communities, in which students create models of sustainable towns.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

100

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
100
No
No
100
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

464
139
93
3.026

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$23,420
$100
$8,478
62

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, student life,
residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

997
1,767
81
2.72
390-500
390-500
380-480

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$27,200
$250
$9,626

THE SCHOOLS
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NEW JERSEY INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS, UNI. HEIGHTS, NEWARK, NJ 07102 • ADMISSIONS: 973-596-3300
FAX: 973-596-3461 • FINANCIAL AID: 973-596-3479 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@NJIT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NJIT.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
It takes a lot of fuel to keep the brilliant technical minds at the New Jersey
Institute of Technology fully charged. Fortunately, NJIT’s Dining Services
is making sure that the edible fuel it provides is of the sustainable variety.
Dining Services buys local and organic whenever possible, and delivers
those dishes with biodegradable containers, cups, forks, and knives. All
napkins are made of recycled paper and a reusable water bottle and coffee
mug refill program is in place. Water conservation devices have been
placed on dish washing machines in the dining halls, and Green Seal-certified cleaning products are the norm. NJIT placed in the top 22 percent of
colleges during the 2009 RecycleMania competition, recycling 3.35 pounds
of waste per person (a 100 percent improvement over the previous year’s
performance). During a recent holiday season, an Eco Giving Tree was
erected in the NJIT Campus Center. The tree featured LCD lights that use
80 percent less energy, reusable ornaments, and recycled paper tags.
Members of the NJIT community were encouraged to donate weatherwear that was donated to homeless shelters in the area. NJIT’s
Community Environmental Awareness Group (CEAG) is a student-run
organization dedicated to promoting environmental awareness through
education and community activities. Recent activities included a clean up
of North Arlington’s Riverside Park and a three-year project that brings
more than a dozen NJIT civil and mechanical engineering students, faculty, and staff members to a community in Haiti where they work to remove
bacteria from drinking water and halt water-borne illnesses.

THE NEW SCHOOL
72 5TH AVENUE, 2ND FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10011 • ADMISSIONS: 212-229-5665 • FAX: 212-229-5355
FINANCIAL AID: 212 229 8930 • E-MAIL: LANG@NEWSCHOOL.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NEWSCHOOL.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Comprised of five undergraduate colleges including The New School of
General Studies, Eugene Lang College, Parsons—The New School for
Design, Mannes College—The New School for Music, and The New
School for Jazz and Contemporary Music, New York City’s The New
School was one of the first institutions to sign up for Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s Challenge to local universities to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions by 30 percent by 2017. At the start of the program, The
New School had the lowest carbon footprint of all participating schools,
and is already taking steps to further minimize its impact on the climate. One hundred percent of the university’s direct-pay electricity is
offset by renewable energy credits from wind power. The New School is
further exploring opportunities to increase energy efficiency through
lighting retrofits, HVAC commissioning, and construction projects that
feature rapidly renewable or recycled building materials. Compostable
plates and cutlery are used in all cafeterias, and locally produced/organic foods are on offer. The career development department hosts a career
fair on socially and environmentally responsible occupations and is currently creating an event entitled “Careers with a Conscience” that focuses, in part, on green jobs. The New School supports research across a
broad spectrum of environmental topics, and the Tishman Environment
and Design Center serves as a crossroads for collaborations on environmental research projects. There are also multiple student-run organizations focusing on environmental issues, like Renew School, an organization that brings students together to work on campus sustainability
projects in partnership with the department of facilities management.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, car share, shuttle service
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, dining services
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,528
4,315
67
490-590
550-660
480-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$9,700
$18,432
38

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
70
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,439
1,682
68
3.2
530-640
480-580
540-640

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

varies by program
54

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
665 BROADWAY, 11TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10012 • ADMISSIONS: 212-998-4500 • FAX: 212-995-4902
FINANCIAL AID: 212-998-4444 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@NYU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NYU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
For the last two years, New York University has bought
more wind power than any other U.S. university. The resulting reduction in the school’s carbon footprint has been the
equivalent of taking 12,000 cars off the road, or planting
72,000 trees. The university is greening its energy consumption in other
ways as well: It has reduced its electricity use by 5 percent in one year
by improving the efficiency of campus lighting and other utilities, and by
sponsoring a conservation competition among dormitories. It plans to
increase these efforts over the coming years, with an ambitious goal of
reducing emissions by 30 percent over the next 10 years. NYU’s
Sustainability Task Force, made up of faculty, staff, and student volunteers, develops policy for the university, including a green purchasing
policy that when adopted will affect as much as $100 million of procured
goods annually. A Green Grants program is available to anyone affiliated with NYU who comes up with a project to conduct sustainability
research, educate the community, or reduce the university’s environmental impact. In 2008, the university awarded $160,000 to 23 projects. The
NYU bookstore has an innovative program to cut down on plastic bag
waste: Every time a student refuses a bag or brings their own, the university donates five cents—the average cost of a bag—to a nonprofit
organization focused on the environment. NYU Dining Services is also
leading the way in sustainability. Most dining halls are trayless, and leftover food is donated to local food banks.

NIAGARA UNIVERSITY
BAILO HALL, PO BOX 2011, NIAGARA UNIVERSITY, NY 14109 • ADMISSIONS: 716-286-8700
FAX: 716-286-8710 • FINANCIAL AID: 716-286-8686 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@NIAGARA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NIAGRA.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
With one of the world’s great natural wonders right in its backyard, the
students at Niagara University are constantly reminded of the stakes
involved in being good environmental stewards, a mandate which this
Roman Catholic, Vincentian institution has fully embraced. The university’s Master Plan aims to incorporate sustainability into all future
planning. The school got a head start with the erection of its new
Academic Complex in 2007. The 55,000 square foot complex is optimized
for energy efficiency and high air quality. Some of its green features
include environmentally-friendly and/or recyclable building materials,
low-energy lighting, and high-efficiency motors. The complex features a
2,500 square-foot roof that is literally green. The roof contains landscaping and pathways ideal for reflection and relaxation. Niagara Falls is a
tremendous source of hydropower for the region, and Niagara
University has taken full advantage of this natural resource: 98 percent
of the university’s electricity is hydro non-carbon based. The university
provides training in sustainability themes inside the classroom.
Students can choose from two Environmental Studies programs of
study. The first is a “coordinate major,” which combines liberal arts
training with education in Biology, Chemistry, or Political Science. The
other track is an Environmental Studies minor designed to give students an overview of global environmental issues. The campus is home
to the Environmental Leadership Institute (ELI). Established in 2002,
the institute is dedicated to “stewardship by providing neighborhood
groups and community leaders with the knowledge and skills needed to
improve the environmental health, safety, and quality of life in the
Niagara Frontier.”

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
100
Yes
100
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

21,227
37,462
38
3.6
610-710
600-720
620-710

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,586
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

30
Yes
Yes
No
No
98
No
No
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,224
2,942
80
3.3
490-590
470-570

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$23,700
$1,000
$10,250

THE SCHOOLS
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 7103, RALEIGH, NC 27695 • ADMISSIONS: 919-515-2434 • FAX: 919-515-5039
FINANCIAL AID: 919-515-2421 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRAD_ADMISSIONS@NCSU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NCSU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The commitment to sustainability at North Carolina State is a pledge to
fulfill “the needs of the future without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.” The administration has
recently grown the Sustainability Office to three full-time staff members and a student intern, and is in the process of increasing resources
in the energy and water management office. The Campus Environment
Sustainability Team (CEST) is a group responsible for developing and
implementing strategic and climate action plans on campus. An annual
winter break shut-down saves the university $200,000 a year and has
prevented 4,000 tons of carbon dioxide emissions to date. While CEST
members are appointed, any member of the NC State community has
the opportunity to participate in CEST’s decision-making process
through public work groups. NC State is a signatory of the ACUPCC,
and has committed to meeting LEED standards with all new construction. NC State is home to one of the oldest academic departments of
Forestry and Environmental Resources in the country, offering a wide
range of specific concentrations like Impact Assessment, Environmental
Technology, and Watershed Hydrology. In partnership with NC A&T
University and the State Department of Agricultural and Consumer
services, NC State established the Center for Environmental Farming
Systems at a working farm facility. There are also several student
organizations dedicated to sustainability efforts, like the Student
Government Sustainability Commission, Wolfpack Environmental
Student Association, and the Inter-Residence Council Sustainability
Committee.

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
360 HUNTINGTON AVENUE, 150 RICHARDS HALL, BOSTON, MA 02115 • ADMISSIONS: 617-373-2200
FAX: 617-373-8780 • FINANCIAL AID: 617-373-3190 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@NEU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NEU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Northeastern University believes “All individuals and institutions share responsibility for taking action to create a sustainable environment.” With this in mind, the school has
taken steps to become a more environmentally-friendly
institution by installing low-flow water fixtures and compact fluorescent bulbs (70,000 at latest count), along with providing a campus-wide
recycling program and using primarily natural gas to heat the campus.
Northeastern was a founding member of the ACUPCC, which seeks to
neutralize greenhouse gas emissions at institutions of higher education
nationwide, and it does all it can to put those words into action.
Currently, every building on campus has undergone an energy-related
renovation or retrofitting, and the school actively seeks LEED certification for new buildings. Parcel 18, a new dorm, is the first LEED-certified building on campus. Northeastern bolsters this commitment to
energy-efficiency through an aggressive recycling program, which
results in 25 percent of the school’s waste being recycled yearly (or, to be
more precise, more than “375 tons of paper, 200 tons of corrugated cardboard, 20 tons of bottles and cans, and 65 tons of computers and electronics” per year). Northeastern also extends its efforts to food sustainability by ensuring that its cafeterias serve local produce and products
with fair trade certification, no antibiotics, and zero trans fats. With
four committees on campus dedicated to promoting sustainability
through student involvement, there is little doubt that Northeastern is,
and will continue to be, a leader for the cause.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, sharrows on campus roads.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 85

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

23,361
18,782
55
4.19
520-620
560-660
510-610

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,527
$18,012
42

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
11
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools,
Developing bike share/rent.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
14
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

15,699
34,005
41
580-670
620-700
580-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board

$34,950
$412
$12,350

NORTHERN ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 4084, FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86011-4084 • ADMISSIONS: 928-523-5511 • FAX: 928-523-0226
FINANCIAL AID: 928-523-4951 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRADUATE.ADMISSIONS@NAU.EDU
WEBSITE: HOME.NAU.EDU/SUSTAIN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Northern Arizona University is home to two LEED buildings and a LEED
Platinum Applied Research and Development building that has been
named the “Greenest Building in Higher Education” by The Chronicle of
Higher Education. In addition to being green building superstar, NAU has
set a goal to make the campus completely carbon neutral by 2020. The
Office of Sustainability was established to help carry out that commitment.
In the fall of 2008, Arizona Public Service donated 5,000 energy efficient
CFL bulbs to NAU. Old incandescent bulbs were collected, recycled, and
replaced with energy saving CFLs in offices and residence halls around
campus. Other energy conservation efforts include the Visible NAU campaign, which allows faculty and staff to track their home energy usage.
Several NAU student groups deal directly with sustainability issues. The
Campus Climate Challenge is an initiative in which students research and
implement campus sustainability projects through the Office of
Sustainability. NAU’s Students for Sustainable Living and Urban
Gardening (SSLUG) oversees a community garden on campus, and half of
the campus landscaping is served by reclaimed/non-potable water. SSLUG
has also worked with Campus Dining to implement a composting program.
Other initiatives include an annual career fair with a dedicated section for
green jobs; an ecoPass and Yellow Bike Program that provide students, faculty, and staff with clean energy alternatives to single-person car transportation, and EcoHouse, a Residence Hall Learning Community consisting
of freshman interested in environmental issues.

NORTHLAND COLLEGE
1411 ELLIS AVENUE, ASHLAND, WI 54806-3999 • ADMISSIONS: 715-682-1224 • FAX: 715-682-1258
FINANCIAL AID: 715-682-1255 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@NORTHLAND.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NORTHLAND.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY-OVERVIEW.HTM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Northland College isn’t just meeting sustainability standards—it’s setting them. Northland’s environmentally-conscious residence hall, the
McLean Environmental Living and Learning Center, was a model of
excellence for green building before LEED existed. The college has committed to obtaining LEED Silver certification on all new buildings on
campus. In 1971, the college built a commitment to green into the curriculum when it added an environmental focus to its liberal arts mission. Students take classes in subjects ranging from Sustainable
Business to Sustainable Agriculture. The faculty emphasizes experiential learning opportunities through student-organized conferences on
organic farming and initiatives to promote locally-grown food in the dining halls. Northland has taken aggressive steps to reduce energy consumption on campus. The college has two wind towers, geothermal heat
in the campus center and library, and furniture made from recycled
materials. Solar panels are visible around campus, including a studentinstalled panel at the president’s house. Students have even built a
campus building that is entirely off the grid using locally-produced
materials. The Strawbale Energy Demonstration Lab is powered by a
wind turbine and photovoltaic array, and heated by the sun. Northland’s
dining services is a model of green eating. It offers sustainably-harvested seafood, organic and fair trade options, free-range meat, and plenty
of non-meat options for hungry vegetarians and vegans. Dining services provides each student with a free mug, and offers drink discounts
when they reuse it. Work-study students compost food scraps for use in
the campus garden.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, transportation
Waste diversion rate (%)
86
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
3
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

18,044
26,334
73
3.4
470-580
470-590
450-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,092
$17,318
$540
$7,872
33

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
22
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

624
634
74
3.28
530-620
440-600

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$23,380
$641
$6,765

THE SCHOOLS
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OBERLIN COLLEGE
101 NORTH PROFESSOR STREET, OBERLIN COLLEGE, OBERLIN, OH 44074 • ADMISSIONS: 440-775-8411
FAX: 440-775-6905 • FINANCIAL AID: 440-775-8142 • E-MAIL: COLLEGE.ADMISSIONS@OBERLIN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.OBERLIN.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Oberlin College has no problem taking a proactive approach
to the environment. It was one of the first four institutions
of higher learning in the nation to sign the ACUPCC. In line
with this, the college is working actively to address sustainability issues on campus by conducting a greenhouse gas inventory and
offering a course in Campus Sustainability, which aims to educate students in green-related issues, such as energy efficiency and environmental protection. Currently, 40 percent of Oberlin’s energy consumption comes from renewable resources, and the college has determined
that all new construction and major renovation on campus will receive
LEED Silver certification. The Adam Joseph Lewis Center for
Environmental Studies is, not surprisingly, the greenest building on
campus, featuring roof-mounted solar panels, recycled and environmentally-friendly materials, a heating system that incorporates geothermal
wells, and The Living Machine, an “ecologically-engineered system that
combines elements of conventional wastewater technology with the
purification processes of wetland ecosystems to treat and recycle the
building’s wastewater.” Oberlin also boasts robust composting and recycling programs. The recycling program, in particular, is unique in that
it focuses not just on cans, glass, and plastic, but also clothing and even
carpets! Oberlin has developed a Campus Resource Monitoring System,
which allows students, faculty, and administration to monitor energy
use in the dorms, allowing the college to hold a yearly competition to see
which dorm can reduce its energy consumption—and thereby its carbon
footprint—the most.

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY
104 KERR ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, CORVALLIS, OR 97331-2106 • ADMISSIONS: 541-737-4411
FAX: 541-737-2482 • FINANCIAL AID: 541-737-2241 • E-MAIL: OSUADMIT@OREGONSTATE.EDU
WEBSITE: OREGONSTATE.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Can a shower be eco-friendly? Oregon State University
thinks so. The school is in the process of installing a large
solar hot water system in its recreation center. Students
using one of the center’s 22 elliptical machines help generate power for the building, and this is just the tip of the iceberg—OSU
has a history of creating innovative projects to reduce energy use. In
2008, it won a Green Power Leadership Award from the EPA, and is the
fourth largest purchaser of renewable energy among U.S. colleges and
universities. Seventy-three percent of campus electrical use is offset
with either: green tags or green tag purchases. Recycling is also big on
campus: the school placed first in the 2006 RecycleMania competition
and today boasts an overall waste diversion rate of 52 percent. OSU
encourages students and faculty to leave their cars at home by offering
secure bicycle parking and showers, an electronic ride matching system,
and a campus growing up—not out. Administrators have pledged to
build within existing campus boundaries, so that students can walk
between classes in a maximum of 10 minutes. OSU offers a degree in
Ecological Engineering (among other environmentally-focused majors),
and just opened a Climate Change Research Center, where students
and faculty work together to research biofuels, as well as wave, wind,
solar and other sources of alternative energy. Best of all, OSU will help
you put that academic knowledge into practice: it hosts a Nonprofit
Career Day, with significant participation from national and local green
groups. Student-organized green job events are also held throughout
the year.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

45

Yes
Yes
No
No
40
Yes
Yes
90
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,839
7,006
33
3.6
640-740
620-710
640-730

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,012
$38,012
$268
$9,870
52

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
29
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 31
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

17,139
10,048
83
3.47
460-580
480-610
440-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,725
$19,417
41

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, TACOMA, WA 98447 • ADMISSIONS: 253-535-7151 • FAX: 253-536-5136
FINANCIAL AID: 253-535-7134 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@PLU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.PLU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Pacific Lutheran University was the first institution of
higher learning in the Northwest to sign the Talloires
Declaration. The university is also part of the ACUPCC’s
leadership circle. But to truly grasp PLU’s dedication to sustainability, one need look no further than its mission statement, which
states that the university’s goal is “to educate students for lives of
thoughtful inquiry, service, leadership and care—for other persons, for
their communities and for the earth.” In line with this, PLU has set
environmental goals for waste diversion, the reduction of water and
electricity consumption, LEED-certified buildings, and carbon neutrality. Currently, 20 percent of the school’s energy consumption is derived
from renewable sources. PLU ensures that all printing and publication
on campus is environmentally-responsible by mandating the use of
post-consumer water printed paper and 100 percent recycled paper for
admissions materials. Dining services gets in on the action by using 25
percent of its food budget to buy local and/or organic food. It also runs
the “Green Tray Program,” which works to divert as much waste as possible from the landfill through active composting and recycling (as of
2008, the program had composted over 74,000 gallons of food waste).
However, PLU’s dedication to the environment doesn’t stop there. As
you’d expect from an educational institution whose mission is environmental stewardship, the university provides stellar opportunities for
environmental education. Several sustainability fellowships offered
each year allow selected students to conduct funded research with faculty and staff on campus sustainability projects.

PENNSYLVANIA STATE
UNIVERSITY—UNIVERSITY PARK
201 SHIELDS BUILDING, BOX 3000, UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 16802-3000 • ADMISSIONS: 814-865-5471
FAX: 814-863-7590 • FINANCIAL AID: 814-865-6301 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@PSU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.OPP.PSU.EDU/ABOUT-OPP/DIVISIONS/ENVIRONMENTAL-STEWARDSHIP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Looking for a green job? Penn State—University Park might
be the place for you. The school has launched a Green Careers
Initiative designed to connect environmental leaders on campus with post-graduation opportunities. The initiative reaches out to green employers around the country and helps students choose
classes and summer jobs/internships that will set them up for success in
the green career sector. Penn State students have plenty of opportunities
to take the lead on green issues while they’re still on campus. The university’s American Indian Housing Initiative takes students to reservations to
build sustainable housing and lead education programs. The National
Energy Leadership Corps is a pilot program that teaches Penn State students to conduct energy assessments for low-income families. The
Sustainable Agriculture Student Club recently opened a community garden, where club members offer classes on organic growing techniques. And
in 2007, an interdisciplinary team of students and faculty participated in
the international Solar Decathlon competition. The team built a house
called “The MorningStar” which features cutting-edge, energy-saving technologies, including a hydrogen fuel cell car that plugs into its exterior. It’s
hardly the only sustainable building on campus, however. The new architecture building, to cite just one example, is certified LEED Gold.
Recycling efforts on campus have really amped up over the last several
years and today the university diverts 48 percent of its waste from landfills. An ACUPCC signatory, Penn State has committed to making a 17
percent reduction in its overall greenhouse gas emissions by 2012.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

25

Yes
60
Yes
No
No
20
No
No
95
45

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,265
2,555
75
490-630
500-620
490-600

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$26,800
$8,200
66

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
Free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, vanpool, market based pricing
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life.
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
13
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 60
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

37,855
40,714
52
3.55
530-630
560-670
540-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$13,604
$25,134
$812
$8,790

THE SCHOOLS
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PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY
17 HIGH STREET, MSC 52, PLYMOUTH, NH 03264 • ADMISSIONS: 603-535-2237 • FAX: 603-535-2714
FINANCIAL AID: 877-846-5755 • E-MAIL: PLYMOUTHADMIT@PLYMOUTH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.PLYMOUTH.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Robert Frost—of “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood” acclaim—lived
and taught at Plymouth State University from 1911–12. The Poet
Laureate’s love and respect for nature has left its mark on the university ever since. In 2007, PSU became a signatory of the ACUPCC and
established an Office of Environmental Sustainability one year later,
charged with helping the campus develop a plan to meet the goals of its
climate commitment. EcoHouse is the home of the Office of
Environmental Sustainability, and “aims to demonstrate environmentally sustainable technology in a residential setting, to provide handson experiential learning opportunities to PSU students and the surrounding region, to collect and disseminate information about sustainability, and to help others live in more sustainable ways.” Upcoming
EcoHouse projects will focus on reducing energy loss, improving air
quality, and securing the overall structure. PSU’s Center for the
Environment is home to an Environmental Research Laboratory that
provides data, research, and information on the local freshwater system
to state, federal, and local organizations. “All new campus construction
must be built to LEED Silver standards.” PSU’s Langdon Woods residence hall is already certified LEED Gold, and is the first building in
New Hampshire to receive this certification. Also in the works is a new
Ice Arena that will house the university’s varsity hockey teams as well
as function as a showcase space for visitors to the campus. The arena
will feature a “geothermal heating/cooling design to maximize energy
conservation opportunities.”

POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
6 METROTECH CENTER, BROOKLYN, NY 11201-2999 • ADMISSIONS: 718-260-3100 • FAX: 718-260-3446
FINANCIAL AID: 718-260-3300 • E-MAIL: UADMIT@POLY.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.POLY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
One of New York’s most well-regarded technological institutes—
Polytechnic Institute of NYU—Brooklyn—became a signatory of the
ACUPCC in 2008, cementing its commitment to getting on the path to
climate neutrality. And as if that weren’t enough, the school has also
accepted NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s challenge to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent by the year 2030. Polytechnic’s
Othmer Residence Hall is an example of the strides the school is making in this direction. Students at Othmer began the pilot green initiative R.E.D.O. (Reduction, Education, Do Research and Outreach) after
growing frustrated with the excessive amount of flyers posted around
the residence hall. Not only did the flyers waste paper, but the time
spent to make them was rarely merited by student turnout. The
R.E.D.O program replaced these flyers with dry-erase boards to create
a centralized, paperless bulletin board to promote events and share
environmental Facts of the Day. Innovation is a hallmark of the
Polytechnic approach, and the school has recently started sustainability-themed academic programs that are among the first offerings of their
kind. NYU Poly, in collaboration with John Wiley and Sons Publishers
and The New York Times Knowledge Network, has created the
Sustainability Leadership Program to educate and train professionals
on how to incorporate sustainability into their business operations.
Polytechnic’s student chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) took first place in the Metropolitan Regional Concrete Canoe
Competition for the second year in a row. The school’s winning sustainable canoe design incorporated recycled and renewable materials.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
25
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

4,155
4,239
70
2.88
430-530
440-530

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,618
$13,058
42

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

45
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,632
3,947
54
3.36
560-640
630-720

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,643
$1,147
$9,000
60

PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS, PO BOX 751, PORTLAND, OR 97207-0751
ADMISSIONS: 503-725-3511 • FAX: 503-725-5525 • FINANCIAL AID: 800-547-8887
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@PDX.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.PDX.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Portland State University in Oregon recently received the largest donation in its history, and the greenest, so to speak: $25 million from the
James F. and Maron L. Miller Foundation for research and projects with
an emphasis on sustainability. The school has also received significant
federal funds for green building labs. Resources like that will create new
opportunities for students in departments like Environmental Science,
Urban Planning, and the Center for Sustainable Processes and
Practices (CSP2). CSP2 research is grouped into four areas: “the integration of human societies and the natural environment; creating sustainable urban communities; implementing sustainability and mechanisms of change; and measuring sustainability.” Recent projects include
community food systems, green technology, integrated water resource
management, and sustainable urban development. In the past few
years, PSU has hosted some impressive environmentally-focused conferences and symposia, and leaders of sustainable business practices
have appeared among the university’s graduation speakers. Through its
School of Extended Studies, PSU offers a professional certificate in
Sustainable Design and Development. The university itself has been
incorporating sustainable practices into campus construction and renovation for some time. Several LEED-certified buildings on campus serve
as models of green design within the Portland community. Portland is
the United States’ most sustainable city, and PSU is centrally located
and slated to become part of the city’s first “eco-district,” a community
initiative to create neighborhoods that are resource-efficient, that capture and reuse energy and waste, and that provide a rich diversity of
green space.

PRATT INSTITUTE
200 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11205 • ADMISSIONS: 718-636-3514 • FAX: 718-636-3670
FINANCIAL AID: 718-636-3599 • E-MAIL: VISIT@PRATT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABLEPRATT.ORG/ABOUT/INDEX.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Pratt Institute’s reputation as a prestigious art school makes it an obvious choice for students interested in green design, and its urban campus provides a unique challenge for putting green design into practice.
Pratt is rising admirably to this challenge, with a class working with
the facilities department to design greener dorm rooms, and a new
administration and academic building under construction that will be
certified LEED Gold and feature solar panels, a green roof, water-efficient fixtures and landscaping and native plantings. Major renovations
are under way on several nearby buildings and grounds, to increase
storm water retention and add foliage to absorb greenhouse gases. Pratt
is a member of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in
Higher Education, and a signatory of the ACUPCC, having made a commitment to reduce the carbon footprint of its collective campuses by 30
percent by 2017. Sustainability-focused education at Pratt can be found
in the schools of architecture, art and design, liberal arts and sciences,
and continuing and professional studies. The Center for Sustainable
Design Studies coordinates programs across academic disciplines, and
is currently undertaking a list of strategic initiatives that will excite
any green design geek: creating a green resource lab/drop-in clinic with
research materials and student consultants on hand; developing
resources for faculty to integrate sustainability into their curricula; and
fostering opportunities for students to impact the Brooklyn community.
The Pratt Design Incubator for Sustainable/Social Enterprise mentors
recent alumni interested in starting eco-businesses.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
29.33
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

17,930
3,757
90
3.25
460-590
460-570
440-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,321
$19,755
$1,443
$9,774
41

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
60
30

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,973
5,471
41
3.5
530-640
520-650
530-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,500
$1,380
$9,756

THE SCHOOLS
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PRESCOTT COLLEGE
220 GROVE AVENUE, ATTN: ADMISSIONS, PRESCOTT, AZ 86301 • ADMISSIONS: 928-350-2100
FAX: 928-776-5242 • FINANCIAL AID: 928-350-1112 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@PRESCOTT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.PRESCOTT.EDU/SEED/INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
It’s no surprise that Arizona’s Prescott College “for The Liberal Arts and
Environment” is a green school—just look at its surroundings. With
over a million acres of national forest, 796 miles of trails, and the Grand
Canyon nearby, many of the professors at Prescott are committed to
experiential learning in the surrounding natural environment. Prescott
offers the only Ph.D. program in Sustainability Education in the nation.
And the green curriculum isn’t limited to graduate students: Prescott
has a popular undergraduate program in Sustainable Community
Development, in which students study how to “green” their communities. The school also offers programs in Ecopsychology, Environmental
Education, Agroecology, Outdoor Adventure Education, and Wilderness
Leadership. Respect for the natural world, as well as specific training in
sustainability, is incorporated into nearly every class (even those without a green focus). Faculty, staff, and students are eligible for a $1,000
Seedling Award to implement a sustainability project on campus. The
campus runs a community-supported agriculture program that provides
students with fresh produce grown within a hundred miles of campus.
The school has signed the ACUPCC, but this isn’t a commitment on the
part of the administration alone: Students are actively involved in keeping the school on a sustainable path. In the past two years, four courses have focused on evaluating the college’s carbon emissions and creating a plan to increase the use of renewable energy on campus. Green
student groups are widespread; one even provides a community bicycle
workspace with tools and reclaimed parts for use by any bicyclist.

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 430, ADMISSION OFFICE, PRINCETON, NJ 08544-0430 • ADMISSIONS: 609-258-3060
FAX: 609-258-6743 • FINANCIAL AID: 609-258-3330 • WEBSITE: WWW.PRINCETON.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
When it comes to sustainability, Princeton University won’t
settle for merely meeting benchmarks—it wants to exceed
them. The university aims to reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, even while expanding its
campus by two million gross square feet. How will this
ambitious goal be achieved? To begin with, all new buildings will be 50
percent more energy-efficient than required by code. The university will
invest $40 million over the next 10 years to cut back on utility usage on
campus, and—through incentives for faculty and students—will reduce
by 10 percent the number of cars coming to campus. Princeton is conserving resources in other ways as well: All residence halls have lowflow water fixtures, which the administration estimates have cut water
use by 25 percent. The university only purchases post-consumer, chlorine-free recycled paper resulting in greenhouse gas savings equivalent
to taking 16 cars off the road for a year. Over half of the food served in
Princeton dining halls comes from within two hundred miles of the
school. Princeton has also made an effort to address green issues in its
curriculum. Since 2002, there has been a 150 percent increase in students receiving Environmental Studies certificates. Many are drawn by
the university’s broad array of green course offerings: over 50 classes
have a sustainability component. Learning doesn’t stop when the school
year ends. Each summer, Princeton offers students over 40 sustainability internships in locations around the world.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school grounds maintained organically

30
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

763
342
81
3.09
530-650
470-580
480-620

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$23,643
57

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
60
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, subsidized public transportation, etc.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, campus safety, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
4
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 17

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,029
21,963
10
3.88
690-790
700-790
700-780

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,640
$11,940
56

RADFORD UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 6903, RU, RADFORD, VA 24142 • ADMISSIONS: 540-831-5371 • FAX: 540-831-5038
FINANCIAL AID: 540-831-5408 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@RADFORD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.RADFORD.EDU/RUGREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Radford University’s no frills approach to sustainability is
getting the job done without all the fanfare. In 2008, RU
received the Environmental Protection Agency’s Energy
Star certification for two of its residence halls. All on-campus buses and diesel grounds equipment are fueled with a biodiesel fuel
blend. In addition, the university has six electric and one solar-electric
vehicle in its automobile fleet. Energy-efficiency measures on campus
include the implementation of an automation system in buildings that
shuts down equipment when not in use. In one of its residence halls, RU
has installed infrared motion sensors and magnetic window contacts
that change the room temperature set points, shutting off fans and
lights when the room is unoccupied. RU’s trayless cafeteria has helped
decrease food waste and reduces the amount of water used in the cafeteria by half a gallon per tray. Forty percent of cleaning products used
on campus are now Green Seal-certified, and a whopping 96 percent of
buildings on campus have designated recycling areas. A signatory of the
ACUPCC, Radford University has established a Sustainability Office
with two full-time staff members to guide efforts to green the campus.
The Sustainability Office has undertaken the mammoth task of completing a greenhouse gas inventory by the ACUPCC’s deadline. There
are many student clubs and organizations on campus devoted to sustainability, including the Environmental Club, the Wildlife Society, and
APPLE (Appalachian Partners for the Preservation of Life and the
Environment). Students interested in more formal training can major or
minor in Environmental Studies.

RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC
INSTITUTE
110 EIGHTH STREET, TROY, NY 12180-3590 • ADMISSIONS: 518-276-6216 • FAX: 518-276-4072
FINANCIAL AID: 518-276-6816 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@RPI.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.RPI.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute had a big year for sustainability education in 2009: A new minor in Sustainability Studies was added to RPI’s
academic offerings, and the Vasudha first-year living and learning community was opened. Vasudha (which means “Earth” in Sanskrit) gives
students who are interested in the environment a chance to live together
and take common courses focused on issues of energy, environment, the
earth sciences, and biodiversity. RPI’s Student Sustainability Taskforce is
the arbiter of green initiatives on campus, and has helped organize the
school’s Campus Green Program which gives every member of the RPI
community a chance to take part in on-campus sustainability efforts.
Activities include the Move-Out Collection Program, the Environmental
Education Center, and the Garden and Greenhouse Project. Now in its
fourth year, this chemical-free garden produces crops such as lettuce,
tomatoes, cucumbers, and basil for the campus community. RPI participates in RecycleMania, a competition among colleges across the country
to collect the most recyclables. Right now the school’s waste diversion rate
is 30 percent, a number it hopes to improve with the awareness raised by
RecycleMania. RPI is reducing its carbon footprint by implementing an
Energy Conservation Program and buying wind certificates for its energy
use. The school recently allotted $50,000 of its energy budget to wind
power purchasing. RPI, with student help and input, is researching green
building materials, green lighting, and ecosystem functions in order to
make new construction on campus more sustainable. All new capital projects on campus are to meet LEED Silver standards, at minimum.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
26
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

7,736
6,166
71
3.19
460-550
460-550

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,396
$14,060
$2,508
$6,970
21

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
1
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, campus shuttle
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
30
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 30
% school grounds maintained organically
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,539
12,350
43
3.67
610-700
660-750
580-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,100
$1,065
$11,145

THE SCHOOLS
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RHODES COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 2000 NORTH PARKW, MEMPHIS, TN 38112 • ADMISSIONS: 901-843-3700
FAX: 901-843-3631 • FINANCIAL AID: 901-843-3810 • E-MAIL: ADMINFO@RHODES.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.RHODES.EDU/15455.ASP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A namesake of the prestigious Rhodes Scholars program, Rhodes
College in Tennessee provides tremendous opportunities for undergraduate research in sustainability. Since 2000, Environmental Geology students have been doing group research projects on sustainability, including environmental audits and baseline studies which have helped the
school institutionalize initiatives such as installing motion sensor lighting in the laundry rooms, and recycling batteries and computers.
Students in a Geographic Information Systems class have completed
short research projects like mapping the location of new trees on campus
and determining the increase in paved areas/decrease in water uptake
areas on campus over a set period of time. Recently, a group of students
began work on an inventory of the college’s energy use as part of its commitment to the ACUPCC. “Each year, students present their research at
a special session on environmental issues at the Undergraduate
Research and Creative Activity Symposium (URCAS), and their
abstracts are included in the URCAS report.” A student minoring in
Earth System Science was recently awarded a grant from the National
Wildlife Fund “to develop a solar power educational demonstration”
that will “hopefully lead the way toward more solar energy use” on campus. The college was awarded a $500,000 Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
grant to expand Environmental Studies initiatives through community
partnerships. Rhodes boasts a “comprehensive, campus-wide recycling
program,” and has centralized its energy management system to aid
conservation efforts. A new student group, Green Rhodes, was recently
formed on the campus and will incorporate career planning, political
activism, and research into its sustainability agenda.

RIDER UNIVERSITY
2083 LAWRENCEVILLE ROAD, LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ 08648-3099 • ADMISSIONS: 609-896-5042
FAX: 609-895-6645 • FINANCIAL AID: 609-896-5360 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@RIDER.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.RIDER.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Broncs Go Green” is the rallying cry for sustainability initiatives on
Rider University’s campus, defined by the four R’s: reduce, reuse, refuse
(the purchase of non-sustainable goods), and recycle. The goal of the
four R program is to reduce waste, emissions, and the school’s overall
carbon footprint. Leading the effort to establish a more environmentally-aware campus is Rider’s Energy and Sustainability Steering
Committee (ESSC). The ESSC is on track to complete a greenhouse gas
inventory, a climate neutrality plan, and environmental curriculum
integration, and is overseeing the construction of a new LEED Silver
residence hall on campus. One of the guiding principles of Rider’s
Energy and Sustainability Master Plan is to increase and strengthen
student involvement. Students have the opportunity to join organizations like Eco-Reps, Greeks Go Green, and Sustainable Rider, or take
courses with an environmental focus, and participate in research projects. Rider’s Master Plan also commits the school to producing “energy
cost savings, environmental benefits, health benefits, and educational
and leadership opportunities.” Already Rider’s procurement policy has
led to 80 percent of the school’s cleaning products being Green Seal-certified. Rider University is conducting a computer monitor drive to save
energy by replacing old monitors, and has developed a rideshare program to reduce automobile emissions. Used clothing is collected and
redistributed to Planet Aid, and on move-out day students help collect
furniture and appliances for donation.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

35

Yes
Yes
No
No
6
No
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,659
5,039
42
3.81
570-680
580-700
580-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,400
$310
$8,314
45

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, student life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15

Yes

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
35
Yes
Yes
80
30

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,712
7,372
75
3.27
460-560
470-580
470-580

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$28,470
$590
$10,720
68

ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
60 LOMB MEMORIAL DRIVE, ROCHESTER, NY 14623-5604 • ADMISSIONS: 585-475-5502
FAX: 585-475-7424 • FINANCIAL AID: 585-475-5502 • E-MAIL: EALFAD@RIT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.RIT.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Rochester Institute of Technology is known for being on the cutting edge of
innovation, so it’s no surprise that they’re also plowing full speed ahead
when it comes to sustainability. RIT’s Committee for Sustainable Practices
was established to advise the campus on environmental issues, policies,
procedures, and curricular activities, and to partner with public officials
and local environmental groups on sustainability initiatives. RIT’s president, William Destler, recently announced that he’ll sign the ACUPCC,
ensuring that the institute will have a formal plan for reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions on campus in the near future. To
further these efforts to become more environmentally-friendly, RIT has
determined that all new construction projects will receive, at minimum,
LEED Silver certification. In fact, the institute recently received its first
LEED Gold certification for the College of Applied Science and Technology
building. There are also two other recently completed buildings on campus
seeking LEED Gold certification, and one building, which is still being
designed will seek LEED Platinum certification upon its completion. RIT
has also put together a $38 million heating and cooling plant replacement
project that, when completed, will go a long way toward reducing campus
emissions and improving overall energy efficiency. Perhaps most tellingly,
the New York State Pollution Prevention Institute is headquartered at
RIT, and, in 2008, the institute founded the Golisano Institute for
Sustainability, which is committed to advancing education and research in
sustainability.

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY
ONE OLD FERRY ROAD, BRISTOL, RI 02809-2921 • ADMISSIONS: 401-254-3500 • FAX: 401-254-3557
FINANCIAL AID: 401-254-3100 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@RWU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.RWU.EDU/SITES/RECYCLINGANDSUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Students lead the way down the long green mile at Roger Williams
University. In the fall of 2009, Roger Williams formed “Eco Reps,” a team
of 12 residential students who are tasked with raising awareness about
sustainability issues among students at the university. These peer leaders handle everything from promoting university recycling procedures to
all incoming freshman to educating the campus community about what
they can do to assist in the university’s efforts to recycle, conserve energy, and reduce water waste. The university also does its part by incorporating the ideas of sustainability into all aspects of the university’s
administration. All future renovation and new construction on campus
will meet LEED Silver standards, and a Recycling and Sustainability
Committee comprised of faculty, staff and student members has set an
impressive goal to increase residence hall recycling by 20 percent.
Professors who practice sustainability-related research in and out of the
classroom provide opportunities for students to conduct independent
research projects on environmental issues. One student is already working to quantify the university’s carbon footprint. Recently the U.S. State
Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs awarded
$96,798 to RWU to support an initiative to create an Interdisciplinary
Sustainability Study Abroad Program in the Republic of Turkey. The
new program would partner RWU with prestigious educational institutions in Turkey to collaborate on issues related to urbanization, pollution remediation, green building design and construction, renewable
energy, and public policy, and in the process give students a global perspective on sustainability.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

38

Yes
41.7
Yes
No
No
2
Yes
Yes
90
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

13,056
12,725
60
540-630
560-670
520-610

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$28,886
$417
$9,642
65

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
80
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,297
8,561
61
3.21
500-590
520-600
500-590

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$25,968
$1,750
$12,140

THE SCHOOLS
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ROWAN UNIVERSITY
201 MULLICA HILL ROAD, GLASSBORO, NJ 08028 • ADMISSIONS: 856-256-4200 • FAX: 856-256-4430
FINANCIAL AID: 856-256-4250 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ROWAN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ROWAN.EDU/RUGREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Every student at Rowan University will have at least three opportunities to help RU carry out its sustainability agenda: Move-In Cardboard
Capture saves three tons of boxes from being thrown away at the beginning of each year; Homecoming is a zero-waste event; and Dorm Rescue
is an end-of-the-year campaign that diverts nearly one ton of clothing,
books, and other items from going to the landfill. But this should come
as no surprise when one considers RU’s green pedigree. RU was the first
institution of higher education in New Jersey to sign the ACUPCC. It
was also among the first schools in New Jersey to convert to singlestream recycling, a system which reduced sorting efforts by users, simplified collection systems, and increased recycling rates. In 2006, RU
placed third in RecycleMania, a nationwide competition in which 100
colleges and universities competed to reduce waste across campus. The
university purchases 35 percent of its electricity from wind power
derived locally and nationally. In 2007, the purchase reduced the university’s greenhouse gas emissions by 6,338 metric tons, or the equivalent of planting 5,800 trees. The recycling program, coupled with other
initiatives, has earned RU nine major awards from federal and state
agencies over the last three years. Student workers are assigned to
research sustainability grants through the school’s Grants Office and
participate in the application process. If awarded, they undertake sustainability clinics, are given formal assignments, and engage in sustainability thesis research. There’s also RU Green, a group of undergraduate and graduate students that focuses on sustainability issues such as
recycling, energy conservation, and clean transportation.

SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS
COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, GUERIN HALL, SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS, IN 47876-0068
ADMISSIONS: 812-535-5106 • FAX: 812-535-5010 • FINANCIAL AID: 812-535-5100
E-MAIL: SMWCADMS@SMWC.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.SMWC.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
You guessed it—Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College is located on 67 acres
of beautiful woodland. Opened as a young women’s academy in 1841,
“The Woods,” as it is fondly called, was founded by Mother Theodore
Huerin, who in 2006 was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI, becoming
Indiana’s first saint. The college is associated with the Sisters of
Providence, a devoutly pacifist order that emphasizes peace and social
concerns. This is the institutional history that shapes students’ attitudes
toward the natural environment. The Greening the Woods Committee
was created to provide a forum for students, faculty, and staff to come
together and work to enhance the sustainability of the campus. One of
the first objectives of the Greening the Woods Committee is to “increase
the proportion of our solid waste that is recycled.” Recycling containers
are available in each building on campus, and students can even bring
recyclables from home and drop them off at a drive-up site near the trash
compactor on campus. These efforts have helped the college achieve an
overall waste diversion rate of 40 percent. The school’s food service operations are getting in on the effort, working to decrease waste by composting and making an effort to buy local and use organic foods whenever
possible. Housekeeping services on campus have been completely overhauled. Ninety percent of cleaning products are now Green Seal-certified. An Environmental Sciences minor program helps students understand the interconnections between the natural world and human society and may be combined with a wide variety of majors.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
35
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 42
% school grounds maintained organically
15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,282
7,696
66
3.35
470-570
490-600
470-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,074
$15,148
$3,160
$9,958
28

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

20

Yes
40
Yes
No
No
No
Yes
90
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,176
417
70
3.3
430-540
410-520
410-550

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$20,900
$20,900
$650
$7,890
72

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE
OF CALIFORNIA
PO BOX 4800, MORAGA, CA 94575-4800 • ADMISSIONS: 925-631-4224 • FAX: 925-376-7193
FINANCIAL AID: 925-631-4522 • E-MAIL: SMCADMIT@STMARYS-CA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINSME.STMARYS-CA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Saint Mary’s College in California, students can be sustainable in style.
A car-sharing program was launched in August 2009 and discounts are
even given for green limo service. For everyday travel, Saint Mary’s helps
arrange carpools among community members and offers free local bus
service. In pursuit of a greener campus, Saint Mary’s College has implemented changes in the areas of water, energy, campus grounds, food services, transportation, purchasing, and recycling and composting. The East
Bay Municipal Utility District has estimated that the college will save 4.3
million gallons of water each year from improvements made to toilets and
urinals. Newly installed energy monitors measure buildings’ real-time
energy consumption, assisting in the college’s efforts to identify opportunities to reduce energy consumption. SMC’s Dante Hall has green features.
The college has also signed the California Energy Pledge, which requires
that it reduce its emissions by 20 percent by 2020. Currently, 14 percent of
the electricity used on campus comes from renewable sources. In partnership with Chevron Energy Solutions, the college has developed a self-funding utility consideration project to reduce costs, replace outdated equipment, and permit future sustainable expansion. A student-run vegetable
garden launched in 2008–09 provides over 200 pounds of food each week
to campus dining services. Sixty percent of the college’s annual food budget is spent on local items. Only hormone and antibiotic-free milk and fair
trade coffee is purchased, all pre-consumer food waste is composted, and
no trays are used in campus dining halls.

SAINT MICHAEL’S COLLEGE
ONE WINOOSKI PARK, BOX 7, COLCHESTER, VT 05439 • ADMISSIONS: 802-654-3000
FAX: 802-654-2906 • FINANCIAL AID: 802-654-3244 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@SMCVT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SMCVT.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/DEFAULT.ASP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Saint Michael’s College prides itself on a strong sense of community,
that informs its collaborative approach to greening the campus. The
establishment of an “ad hoc” Environmental Council consisting of students, faculty, and staff has facilitated sustainability efforts on campus
which run the gamut, covering everything from recycling programs and
a lecture series, to free local transportation options for students and
staff. A new Alumni Relations building is under construction and will
include many green features. The college’s “Three Degree Challenge”
promotes energy efficiency in existing buildings on campus by turning
down thermostats. A campuswide, single-stream recycling program and
an on-site composting facility are helping Saint Michael’s get closer to
becoming a zero-waste institution. Low-flow plumbing became the standard at the college 15 years ago, and now all campus showerheads and
sink aerators are optimized for water conservation. Opportunities for
sustainable research are available through collaborative efforts like the
Lake Champlain Research Consortium and through the college’s own
sustainability office; during the spring 2008 semester, a student worked
on Saint Michael’s first greenhouse gas inventory. Saint Michael’s student environmental club, Green Up, has been “instrumental in proposing the hiring of a Sustainability Coordinator, helping to establish the
compost program and new organic community garden, [and] organizing
Earth Week and other campus educational programs.” Two brand-new
hybrids recently joined the campus fleet of vehicles, and the college
offers all members of the campus free CCTA commuter passes in order
to reduce the number of cars (and therefore carbon emissions) on
campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
60
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, student life,
residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,379
3,241
79
3.4
490-590
490-600

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,280
$150
59

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
35
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent, vanpool, preferred parking
for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
4.4
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95
% school grounds maintained organically
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,915
3,228
81
3.44
520-630
520-620
510-620

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$43,530

THE SCHOOLS
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SALISBURY UNIVERSITY
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 1101 CAMDEN AVENUE, SALISBURY, MD 21801 • ADMISSIONS: 410-543-6161
FAX: 410-546-6016 • FINANCIAL AID: 410-543-6165 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SALISBURY.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SALISBURY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Salisbury University has a long history of environmentalism. The university’s recycling program started 29 years ago, and in 2008, it recycled
more than six million pounds of material. Today, SU’s overall waste
diversion rate is an impressive 41 percent. SU’s commitment to sustainability is evident in all aspects of campus life, from academics, to campus dining, to facility management, to dorm living. SU has partnered
with the Maryland Board of Public Works to cut energy usage over the
next 15 years and recently won the highest sustainability award given
by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for its horticulture
initiatives which include an on-campus wildlife and rain garden. SU’s
Teacher Education and Technology Center is the first LEED-certified
building on campus, and the newly constructed Perdue building will
aim for LEED Silver certification, while recycling 75 percent of its waste
material. The building will even have light sensors that turn off the
electric lights when daylight is adequate to brighten a room. All residence halls are getting energy-efficient washers and dryers, and 100
percent of buildings on campus have received energy-saving retrofits
within the last three years. The university encourages students to use
public transit by providing a free bus pass and restricting parking on
campus. Students interested in studying sustainability inside the classroom can major or minor in Environmental Studies. Outside the classroom, organizations like the Bioevirons Club, Alpha Omega Club, and
Residence Hall Sustainability Group provide a chance for students to
join the greening effort.

SAN FRANCISCO STATE
UNIVERSITY
1600 HOLLOWAY AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94132 • ADMISSIONS: 415-338-6486 • FAX: 415-338-7196
FINANCIAL AID: 415-338-7000 • E-MAIL: UGADMIT@SFSU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SFSU.EDU/~SUSTAIN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Students with an interest in green issues are drawn to San
Francisco State University for its sustainability-related offerings inside and outside of the classroom. The school offers
degree programs in Environmental Sustainability and Social
Justice, Humanities and the Environment, The Urban Environment, Earth
System Science, and Natural Resource Management and Conservation, to
name a few. Although SFSU is located in an urban area, students and faculty are hardly cut off from the natural world—many use the school’s
marine and estuarine research facility to study the San Francisco Bay and
surrounding wetlands. SFSU students put their studies to practical use
with help from the school’s career services office, which offers an extensive
list of environmental jobs and internships. It’s easy to live green as SFSU
student-eco-activists can choose to live on a green-themed floor with likeminded peers. The Bike Working Group, made up of students and faculty,
encourages bicycle use on campus, and has worked with the administration
to install new bike racks and build additional paths. Organic and fair trade
coffee is available across campus and all food waste from the Student
Center is composted. Speaking of recycling, the school aims to hit 100 percent by 2050. The custodial services department is transitioning to a “Green
Cleaning” program, and now almost half of the university’s cleaning products are Green Seal-certified. SFSU is committed to bringing its carbon
emissions down to 1990 levels by 2020. The recent installation of solar panels on campus is bringing SFSU closer to its goal.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
41
Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes
10
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,285
7,525
54
3.59
520-600
520-620
530-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,814
$13,310
$1,804
$8,070
31

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
60
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, dedicated
bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
72
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 45

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

25,001
28,218
73
3.11
440-560
450-570
440-560

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,470
41

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY
500 EL CAMINO REAL, SANTA CLARA, CA 95053 • ADMISSIONS: 408-554-4700 • FAX: 408-554-5255
FINANCIAL AID: 408-554-4505 • E-MAIL: UGADMISSIONS@SCU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SCU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a Jesuit institution, Santa Clara University is especially
invested in encouraging environmental stewardship and
leading the way towards more sustainable living practices
for the benefit of society at large. That philosophy is reflected in the university’s curriculum: 19 departments at SCU now offer
courses with a sustainability component. For students who hope to pursue green careers, SCU offers majors in Environmental Science and
Environmental Studies. But students don’t have to wait until graduation to make a difference. A team of SCU undergraduates won top honors in the 2007 Solar Decathlon competition after building and operating a solar-powered home. SCU undergrads also run a competition
among area schools, serving as mentors to teams of high school students
attempting to green their own campuses. Each high school team is then
required to act as green mentors for a local middle or elementary school,
furthering SCU’s goal to spread sustainable practices for the greater
good. The Sustainable Living Undergraduate Research Project
(SLURP) supports year-long research projects on ways to make residence life more sustainable. With help from SLURP, teams of students
have coordinated the installation of water fountains to cut usage of plastic bottles, studied the effectiveness of fair trade and energy conservation campaigns on campus, and produced documentaries about campus
sustainability. All SCU undergraduates can choose to live in the CyPhi
green residence hall, which currently houses 20 percent of campus residents. An ACUPCC signatory, SCU is committed to becoming carbon
neutral and hired a Sustainability Coordinator in 2006 to coordinate
efforts across campus.

SARAH LAWRENCE COLLEGE
1 MEAD WAY, BRONXVILLE, NY 10708-5999 • ADMISSIONS: 914-395-2510 • FAX: 914-395-2515
FINANCIAL AID: 914-395 2570 • E-MAIL: SLCADMIT@SLC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SLC.EDU/GREENING

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
While individuals at Sarah Lawrence College have long been making
inroads into sustainability, over the last three years, the college has consolidated and institutionalized its efforts to green its campus under the
auspices of the Sustainability Committee. Its goals include “minimizing
carbon emissions, reducing waste and water use, and recycling, as well
as maximizing use of renewable energy and recycled goods.” The college’s Monika A. and Charles A. Heimbold Jr. Visual Arts Center is the
first LEED-certified college or university visual arts building in the
country. In 2008, a residence hall, Warren Green, reopened after an
extensive green makeover, featuring new insulation, energy-efficient
kitchen appliances, a rain catchment tank, solar panels, and a vegetable
garden. In addition, a green roof was added to another residence hall in
a student-driven initiative funded by the student senate. All new campus buildings are required to achieve LEED Silver, while 20 percent of
existing structures have been subject to energy-related retrofits or renovations. To discourage single-passenger automobile use, the college
offers vanpooling and restricts parking. Campus dining facilities follow
Sustainable Eating and Environmental Dining (SEED) practices.
Highlights include a monthly Slow Cuisine Program and use of fair
trade coffee and cage-free eggs. Sarah Lawrence’s Career Services Office
offers one-on-one counseling sessions and facilitates workshops related
to careers in sustainability. The student environmental group,
Sustainable SLC, promotes awareness on campus and within the local
community through activities such as bike rides, a clothing swap, and
lecture series.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, student life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
41
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 66

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

5,158
10,226
59
3.53
550-650
570-680

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,000
$11,400
28

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

10

Yes
22
Yes
No
No
2
No
Yes
80
60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

1,295
2,126
58
3.6

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$41,040
$928
$13,820

THE SCHOOLS
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SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
3307 3RD AVENUE WEST, SEATTLE, WA 98119-1997 • ADMISSIONS: 206-281-2021 • FAX: 206-281-2669
FINANCIAL AID: 206-281-2061 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SPU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SPU.EDU/DEPTS/FACMAN/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Sustainability is more than a word at Seattle Pacific University. The
school recently signed the ACUPCC, and has undertaken assessments
of campus practices in order to identify opportunities to reduce its environmental impact. SPU has set a goal to recycle 60 percent of campus
waste by 2012, and already composts on campus and donates used cooking oil to biodiesel manufacturers. Almost half of the energy used on
campus comes from renewable sources. Three residence halls have been
built with green features, and the LEED rating guidelines are standard
for all new construction. The science building, which opened in 2003,
was one of the first buildings in Seattle to receive LEED Silver certification, and it was built with a great deal of material recycled from
demolished campus buildings. Inside the science building, there is an
integrated greenhouse and cold room, and eight labs dedicated to undergraduate research. Students also have the chance to enhance their environmental awareness through research at a field station on nearby
Blakely Island, and through intensive study abroad programs offered
over winter breaks. These for-credit trips focus on tropical biology, and
program sites alternate between Belize and the Galapagos Islands, providing opportunities for students to learn about coral reef ecology
(Belize) and one of the most diverse ecosystems in the world (Galapagos
Islands). Even better, the tropical studies trips are not exclusive to
Biology majors and minors—non-majors can go to fulfill general education credits.

SEATTLE UNIVERSITY
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 900 BROADWAY, SEATTLE, WA 98122-1090 • ADMISSIONS: 206-296-2000
FAX: 206-296-5656 • FINANCIAL AID: 206-296-2000 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SEATTLEU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SEATTLEU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Model” is the operative word when it comes to sustainability at Seattle University. SU is a model of ecological gardening techniques. The university stopped using pesticides on
its 48-acre grounds in 1986. Now it uses integrated pest
management (including 20,000 aphid-eating lacewing insects) to maintain its campus without the use of chemicals. The result of all this ecofriendly grounds work? Seattle University has been recognized by government and nonprofit organizations as a wildlife habitat, with a diversity of plant material supporting a wide variety of birds and small mammals. This is particularly significant because the school is located in the
middle of metropolitan Seattle. SU’s dining services is also a model—it
purchases 80 percent of its produce from local farms, buys organic when
possible, and offers fair trade coffee. Students who bring a reusable mug
get a 20 percent discount on coffee and fountain drinks. And the school
is participating in a pilot program with the city to decrease food waste.
Leftover food is tracked and weighed to set future food production. A
designated recycling and composting technician runs an on-campus
compost facility. The facility processes 16 tons of kitchen food waste a
year, which is used to fertilize the campus. The advocacy group
Environmental Students of Seattle University is extremely active. This
past year, the group hosted a national teach-in on global warming, took
a student group to the state capitol to lobby for environmental issues,
and ran a recycled paper notebook project.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool
parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
52
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1.7
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,001
1,973
93
3.56
500-630
490-620
500-590

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$27,450
$360
$8,544
67

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
80
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, car share, carpool parking,
vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,306
5,578
66
3.59
520-640
520-640
510-620

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,340
$8,805
60

SEWANEE—THE UNIVERSITY
OF THE SOUTH
735 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, SEWANEE, TN 37383-1000 • ADMISSIONS: 931-598-1238 • FAX: 931-538-3248
FINANCIAL AID: 800-522-2234 • E-MAIL: ADMISS@SEWANEE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SEWANEE.EDU/SEWANEESCENE/FORMS/GREEN/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Sewanee’s greening efforts run both wide and deep. The university’s multifaceted plan to improve its sustainability reaches into all areas of its
administration. A signatory of both the ACUPCC and the Talloires
Declaration, Sewanee has more than six full-time staff members working
on sustainability initiatives. Currently, 25 percent of the school’s cleaning
products are Green Seal-certified and 80 percent of the campus grounds
are maintained organically. Students on campus benefit enormously from
the focus on sustainability, as the university has implemented new bike
share programs and guaranteed rides home for students so that they don’t
have to use their personal vehicles as often. Students are encouraged to
turn off lights, fans, heat, and air conditioners when they are not in their
rooms, and to use the appliances in the common spaces instead of having
their own fridges and microwaves. Plans are in place to link all the buildings on campus to a central computer-operated climate control system,
which will save the school energy and money. In 2003, the environmentally-themed EcoHouse was formed at Sewanee, and the school graduated its
first Environmental Studies major. The Organic Garden, run by the
EcoHouse, is teaching the campus community about alternative methods
of food production, and a farmer’s market operates at the Sewanee
Community Center weekly. Sewanee’s water conservation successes are a
direct result of student-initiated change; students advocated for the installation of low-flow showerheads and toilets across campus, resulting in as
much as a 60 percent reduction in water usage in some campus buildings.

SIMMONS COLLEGE
300 THE FENWAY, BOSTON, MA 02115 • ADMISSIONS: 617-521-2051 • FAX: 617-521-3190
FINANCIAL AID: 617-521-2001 • E-MAIL: UGADM@SIMMONS.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://GREEN.SIMMONS.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Simmons College is making major headway in the greening of its Bostonbased campus. The president of Simmons has signed the ACUPCC, and
the college has completed its greenhouse gas emissions inventory and
convened a climate change committee to develop strategies for greenhouse gas reduction. Projects like RecycleMania, the Switch Your Bulb
(to the more efficient compact fluorescents) program, and the annual
Project Move Out (when students vacate the dorms and unwanted items
are collected and distributed to local shelters and nonprofits) are examples of the school’s initial strides toward creating a more sustainable
campus. Simmons is seeking LEED certification for its newly completed
School of Management, a building that uses 34 percent less water and 38
percent less energy than buildings of equivalent size. The School of
Management has also signed the Principles for Responsible
Management Education, “a framework for academic institutions to
advance corporate social responsibility by incorporating universal values
into curricula and research.” Within the Environmental Studies department, two tracks of concentration are offered: Environmental Biology,
which focuses on fieldwork and a somewhat more interdisciplinary
approach (in other words, the major includes a wide range of elective
options); and Environmental Chemistry, which takes an analytical and
laboratory-based approach to environmental concerns. Hands-on
research is a part of both tracks during the senior-year Independent
Learning requirement. Students may pursue instruction on campus or
through one of the many scientific institutes and labs throughout the
Boston area—the city is an academic and research Mecca.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 25
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,450
2,481
68
3.6
570-690
580-670
560-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,900
$272
$9,760
53

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1.1
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 99
% school grounds maintained organically
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,934
3,522
57
3.15
500-590
490-600
510-610

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$30,520
$930
$12,050

THE SCHOOLS
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SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

1 MORROW WAY, SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057 • ADMISSIONS: 724-738-2015 • FAX: 724-738-2913
FINANCIAL AID: 724-738-2044 • E-MAIL: ASKTHEROCK@SRU.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.SRY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A sustainability ethic has defined life at Slippery Rock University of
Pennsylvania since the university’s founding in 1889, when the citizens
of Slippery Rock Borough opened the university as a self-sufficient farm
community operated by students and staff. Today that ethic permeates
every aspect of the university’s administration. Slippery Rock’s Campus
Energy Conservation Committee is recommending ways in which energy usage can be reduced on campus. Initiatives that have already been
implemented include the adoption of a procurement policy requiring the
purchase of Energy Star appliances whenever feasible and the use of
Green Seal cleaning products as the default standard for cleaning supplies. Slippery Rock University has also implemented a green building
policy that mandates that all new campus buildings pursue LEED certification. Two new student housing complexes are LEED-certified and
renovations of existing buildings must meet similar standards. The university maintains a comprehensive building energy management system that provides computerized access and control over cooling and
heating systems, which facilitates system-wide energy conservation
measures. Dining services participates in the “Buy Fresh Buy Local
Campaign of Western Pennsylvania” and works in concert with the
Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture and Monteverdes
Food Service to bring local produce to the campus community. Recycling
efforts are comprehensive; the university recycles more than 270,000
tons of material annually. Student groups working to promote sustainable practices on campus include Green Bicycle, Keep It Green, and the
Green Project Fund Committee.

SMITH COLLEGE
7 COLLEGE LANE, NORTHAMPTON, MA 01063 • ADMISSIONS: 413-585-2500 • FAX: 413-585-2527
FINANCIAL AID: 413-585-2530 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@SMITH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SMITH.EDU/GREEN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Green activism is widespread on the Smith College campus,
and the school gives students plenty of opportunities to
make a difference. Students tend to Smith’s organic community garden. Smith’s PRAXIS program guarantees every
student one-time funding for an unpaid internship. Many use this to
pursue research and advocacy projects in sustainability. Another program, Smith Summer Research Fellows, funds over 100 students to conduct research with faculty and with organizations such as the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on sustainability-related topics. A number of student environmental groups are active on campus,
including Clean Energy for Smith and Engineers for a Sustainable
World. The administration shares students’ commitment to sustainability—a full-time Environmental Sustainability Director was hired in
2008. Solar panels scheduled to go up on the campus center are slated
to reduce carbon emissions by 238 tons over the next two decades. This
will be augmented by power from the school’s high-efficiency, natural
gas-fired cogeneration plant. Even Smith’s opening convocation is
green. There is no printed program. Instead, the program is projected
onto the walls of the music hall where new students are welcomed. Over
3,500 fluorescent lamps in campus buildings have been replaced with
more energy-efficient bulbs, and many rooms have been equipped with
motion sensors to power down when no one is around. All these efforts
have led to significant results: Between 2004 and 2008, the Smith campus cut its consumption of electricity by 11.4 percent.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
52
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
No
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
27
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,703
5,928
63
3.39
460-550
470-560
450-540

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,554
$8,331
$1,681
$8,454
45

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
37
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
0.6
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 30
% school grounds maintained organically
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,614
4,011
47
3.9
610-710
580-690
610-710

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,640
60

SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY
1801 EAST COTATI AVENUE, ROHNERT PARK, CA 94928 • ADMISSIONS: 707-664-2778
FAX: 707-664-2060 • FINANCIAL AID: 707-664-2389 • E-MAIL: STUDENT.OUTREACH@SONOMA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SONOMA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
If you’re in a building on the Sonoma State University campus, chances
are you’re surrounded by green technology. Lighting in the Student
Recreation Center is designed to maximize energy efficiency; highefficiency fluorescent light fixtures are tied to occupancy sensors, and
extensive skylights reduce the need to use even these energy-efficient
lights during the day. If you enter the bathroom, you’ll make use of a
reclaimed-water toilet or urinal, and wash your hands under a low-flow
faucet. These are just a few of the green standards in place across campus—there are more everywhere you turn. Sonoma State’s Salazar Hall
has one of the largest solar panel grids around, with 1,200 panels.
Evaporative cooling keeps the building temperature pleasant in summertime, with almost no help from a mechanized air conditioning system. For students interested in studying sustainability in the classroom, Sonoma State offers an array of relevant classes in subjects like
Environmental Communication (for students who want to advocate for
the environment through the media) and Ecopsychology (which covers
the psychological aspect of humans’ relation to the Earth), as well as in
more traditional areas like Global Climate Issues and Conservation
Biology. Through its recycling programs, Sonoma State reduced the
amount of solid waste it sends to landfills by 58 percent between 2001
and 2007. Many departments on campus have undertaken their own
initiatives to reduce waste. Employee Services, for example, has saved
thousands of sheets of paper by switching to an all-electronic employment application, and many departments now purchase 100 percent
recycled paper.

SOUTH DAKOTA SCHOOL
OF MINES AND TECHNOLOGY
501 EAST ST. JOSEPH STREET, RAPID CITY, SD 57701-3995 • ADMISSIONS: 605-394-2414
FAX: 605-394-1979 • FINANCIAL AID: 605-394-2274 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SDSMT.EDU
WEBSITE: BUSINESS.SDSMT.EDU/EHS/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
While it might seem counterintuitive to think that a school of mining and
technology could be sustainable, the South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology proves that anything is possible. The School of Mines signed
the ACUPCC, and in 2008 a new college president established the
College Sustainability Task Force to work toward establishing a renewable energy infrastructure on campus. Since then, the college has put in
place requirements that all new appliances will be Energy Star-rated
and all new construction will strive toward meeting LEED Silver standards. In 2009, officials from the School of Mines and the local power
company, Black Hills Power, announced a partnership for a renewable
energy research facility that will be constructed on the college’s campus.
In addition, the School of Mines is an active participant in RecycleMania,
a national competition that promotes waste reduction and recycling
efforts at America’s colleges and universities. The competition takes
place over a 10-week period during which participant schools report on
their recycling and trash reduction efforts. Schools are ranked in several categories each week, an effective benchmarking strategy that encourages competitors to keep ramping up their recycling efforts through to
the very end. Opportunities also exist for student and faculty sustainability research. Members of the Civil and Environmental Engineering
Department recently presented on the topic of renewable energy
sources, namely wind turbines and solar panels, in celebration of
National Sustainability Day 2009.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

20

Yes
60
Yes
No
No
10
No
No
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

7,483
11,244
77
3.22
450-560
460-570

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$10,347
$5,290
$10,086
22

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation, campus safety, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,632
975
82
3.51
500-630
550-670

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$2,750
$4,130
$4,080
$5,080

THE SCHOOLS
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SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE UNIVERSITY
2500 NORTH RIVER ROAD, MANCHESTER, NH 03106-1045 • ADMISSIONS: 603-645-9611
FAX: 603-645-9693 • FINANCIAL AID: 603-645-9645 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@SNHU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABLEUNH.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Southern New Hampshire University is the first carbon neutral university campus in New Hampshire. The university has entered into an agreement with PPM Energy that enables SNHU to stabilize its energy prices
for 15 years, offset all its carbon production, and invest in other carbonoffsetting technology. As part of the agreement, SNHU will also receive
17,500 renewable energy credits per year, which translates into 13,125
tons of carbon dioxide per year—the combined annual carbon output of
more than 2,100 cars. The credits will be used to offset the 11,400 tons of
carbon dioxide the university is projected to use per year. SNHU is also
launching a green initiative with EARTH University in Costa Rica. This
initiative calls for both universities to become carbon neutral within two
years, share research, promote faculty collaboration, host an annual sustainability conference, and exchange teaching resources. SNHU’s “One
Earth. One Bottle” initiative is a campaign to get students, faculty, and
staff to drink tap instead of bottled water. The initiative provides stainless steel water bottles for free to members of the campus community who
sign a pledge not to purchase bottled water. SNHU’s interdisciplinary
Environment, Ethics and Public Policy degree program combines course
work in science, ethics, law and public policy to prepare students to
respond to the challenges posed by sustainability in the twenty-first century. Student-run organizations like the Environmentally Sustainable
Students’ (ESS) group hold events like Plant-a-Tree Day, and recruit volunteers to clean up area ponds. Clean transportation is available through
the Penmen Bike Rental Program, and restrooms on campus are
equipped with water-saving toilets and sinks.

ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY
8000 UTOPIA PARKWAY, QUEENS, NY 11439 • ADMISSIONS: 718-990-2000 • FAX: 718-990-2096
FINANCIAL AID: 718-990-2000 • E-MAIL: ADMHELP@STJOHNS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.STJOHNS.EDU/CAMPUSES/STJSI

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
St. John’s University’s Vincentian heritage informs its core
philosophy that “higher education is about more than getting a job; it’s about learning how to make a difference in
the world.” St. John’s is making a difference by making a
commitment to a sustainable future. The university joined the NYC
Mayoral Challenge “30 in 10” program in 2007, and pledged to reduce
carbon emissions from energy use in campus buildings by 30 percent by
the year 2017. To add an additional layer of accountability, in 2008 St.
John’s became the first private university to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the Environmental Protection Agency for
continuous improvement of the university’s environmental stewardship.
Under the terms of the MOU, St. John’s will reduce energy consumed by
buildings on campus by at least 10 percent; develop plans for a combined heat and power generation plant; purchase hybrid vehicles for the
campus fleet; and deliver five other programs covering everything from
composting to landscaping in accordance with EPA guidelines. To
achieve these measures, the university has established a Sustainability
Office and hired 17 student workers as sustainability coordinators. All
that green manpower will be needed to help St. John’s meet its aggressive sustainability goals. In 2008, St. John’s invested $100,000 into
additional recycling containers for its main campus, tripling the number of recycling stations for every campus building. An extensive renovation of existing buildings is underway, and since 2007 every major
construction and renovation project on campus has been preceded by an
energy analysis.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

2

Yes
No
No
Yes
100
Yes
Yes
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,929
3,124
84
2.96
440-520
440-540
430-520

Cost
Annual tuition

$26,112

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15

Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes
No
75
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

12,115
52,980
43
3.3
480-590
490-620

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,350
$690
$13,140
68

ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
PAYSON HALL, CANTON, NY 13617 • ADMISSIONS: 315-229-5261 • FAX: 315-229-5818
FINANCIAL AID: 315-229-5265 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@STLAWU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.STLAWU.EDU/GREEN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Recently named one of just 80 “Campus Sustainability
Leaders” by the Sustainable Endowments Institute in its
2010 College Sustainability Report Card, St. Lawrence
University (SLU) has initiated a variety of programs that
demonstrate its commitment to sustainability. A signatory of the
ACUPCC, St. Lawrence is also part of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Green Power Partnership. Programs such as the Green Bikes
Program which provides the campus community with an alternative
form of transportation by loaning bikes for campus and local ventures,
and the Reuse Initiative’s ReCellar, a year-round, student-run campus
thrift store, are just a few of the ways SLU demonstrates its commitment
to environmental sustainability. St. Lawrence boasts the only building—
the Johnson Hall of Science—on a college campus in New York State that
has received LEED Gold certification. SLU has also made a pledge of climate neutrality, implemented a plan to perform energy audits of all university buildings including retrofitting energy and water efficiency
measures as appropriate, and planned a move to use renewable sources
for electricity and heat. Several buildings have undergone energy-related retrofits or renovations within the last three years and five percent of
buildings on campus have achieved or are actively pursuing LEED certification. Interested students have opportunities to participate in sustainability research and/or to complete their senior theses on a sustainability-related topic in consultation the Sustainability Coordinator. The university also administers an Outdoor Program that seeks to educate students in outdoor leadership and skills while instilling an environmental
ethic.

ST. MARY’S COLLEGE OF MARYLAND
ADMISSIONS OFFICE - 18952 E. FISHER RD., ST. MARYS CITY, MD 20686-3001
ADMISSIONS: 240-895-5000 • FAX: 240-895-5001 • FINANCIAL AID: 240-895-3000
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SMCM.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.SMCM.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
When it comes to going “green,” St. Mary’s College of Maryland is all
about giving back. Case in point: SMCM derives an impressive 47 percent of its energy consumption from renewable sources. Even better, the
college offsets 100 percent of its electrical consumption through RECs
(aka Renewable Energy Certificates). As a signatory of both the
Talloires Declaration and the ACUPCC, SMCM is actively working to
establish a climate action plan through its Sustainability Committee
that will help it reach its campus-wide goal of becoming climate neutral.
To support this effort, the college recently agreed to an energy performance contract that will reduce the campus’ energy consumption by 20
percent through measures such as upgraded lighting, occupancy sensors, weatherization projects, energy management system upgrades,
and boiler replacement. The college is also an Energy Star partner.
SMCM has determined that all new construction on campus will receive
LEED Silver certification, at minimum. The college’s first certified
LEED Silver building, Goodpaster Hall, has reduced SMCM’s impact on
the environment through not only its construction (recycled or renewable materials were used when possible), but also in its function (the
building “saves 300,000 gallons of water annually” and uses “30 to 40
percent less energy than a conventional building”). SMCM also puts a
premium on environmental education through sustainable research
opportunities in Biology, Economics, and Public Policy. And the college
doesn’t forget about the role food plays in the environment either. Fortyfive percent of food expenditures on campus go toward local and/or
organic foods.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
7.2
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, buses to regional airports for breaks
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation, student life,
residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,271
4,715
39
3.46
570-640
570-650
560-640

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$40,905
62

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
45
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
47
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,978
2,411
57
3.78
580-690
550-650
560-670

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,325
$22,718
$2,305
$10,245

THE SCHOOLS

19

115

ST. OLAF COLLEGE
1520 ST. OLAF AVENUE, NORTHFIELD, MN 55057 • ADMISSIONS: 507-786-3025 • FAX: 507-786-3832
FINANCIAL AID: 507-786-3019 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@STOLAF.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.STOLAF.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Essayist William Kittredge once wrote, “We live in stories.” St.
Olaf College is reworking its story to be one of environmental
responsibility. The college’s top undertakings include: the construction of a wind turbine that feeds campus distribution
directly with excess power passed to the grid, plus plans for two more;
weekly diversion of 3.5 tons of food waste to on-campus composting; transformation of the compost into grounds and student food-producing operations; and incorporation of St. Olaf’s sustainable design guidelines into
design and construction contracts which will yield a LEED Gold building.
Currently, 30 percent of the school’s energy consumption is derived from
renewable resources. A $78,000 grant from the Kresge Foundation will
help the college incorporate green design into its new Science Complex.
The college requires specific environmental performance levels in procurement contracts for all paper, cleaning, office supplies, landscaping, building materials, and equipment. Student-run environmental organizations
on campus include the St. Olaf Environmental Coalition, which seeks to
cultivate and defend the greater ecological concern, and the St. Olaf
Garden Research and Organic Works (STOGROW) farm project, which
has as its goals the practice of sustainable farming methods, the provision
of fresh local vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flowers to the community, the
promotion of agricultural awareness, and education about sustainable food
production. Students can also incorporate environmental studies into their
formal academic programs, several of which include overseas components
such as Biology in South India, Tropical Field Research in Costa Rica,
Environment Studies in Australia, and the Washington Semester in
International Environment and Development.

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSION, MONTAG HALL, STANFORD, CA 94305-6106
ADMISSIONS: 650-723-2091 • FAX: 650-725-2846 • FINANCIAL AID: 650-723-3058
E-MAIL: ADMISSION@STANFORD.EDU • WEBSITE: SUSTAINABLE.STANFORD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Stanford University means business when it comes to sustainability—in fact, the school has invested $70 million over
the last 10 years in green projects on campus, including
retrofitting, recommissioning, and improving energy-efficiency in buildings. But more importantly, Stanford recognizes that
environmental harmony comes through improvement and conservation.
With that in mind, the campus recently reduced its energy usage by 195
million kilowatt hours (that’s enough to power the university for a year!)
and its water consumption from 2.7 million gallons a day to 2.3 million
gallons. Stanford has also determined that all new construction and
major renovations on campus will be certified LEED Gold. All of this is
bolstered by the school’s climate and energy plan, which focuses on
“reducing university emissions by half” despite Stanford’s exponential
growth. Stanford’s strong recycling program (so strong it’s been recognized by the EPA) diverts 64 percent of its solid waste from landfills. In
2007, the university placed second in the nationwide RecycleMania
competition. Stanford’s Transportation Demand Management program
(also recognized by the EPA) includes a “free bus system partly powered
by biodiesel; a commute club; free or pre-tax passes on public transportation; car rental options; commute planning assistance; charter
services; and a bike program.” As a result of this ambitious program,
“the percentage of Stanford employees driving alone to campus dropped
from 72 to 51 percent” between 2002 and 2008. Stanford also recognizes
the need to instill a commitment to sustainability in its students. The
Woods Institute for the Environment allows students to research and
create practical solutions to environmental challenges.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

28
Yes
Yes
No
30
No
No
80
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,033
3,882
57
3.63
590-710
590-690

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$45,300
65

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred
parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, transportation,
campus safety, health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,564
15,413
16
660-760
680-780
670-760

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,380
$501
$11,463
47

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
YORK AT GENESEO
1 COLLEGE CIRCLE, GENESEO, NY 14454-1401 • ADMISSIONS: 585-245-5571 • FAX: 585-245-5550
FINANCIAL AID: 585-245-5731 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@GENESEO.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.GENESEO.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The State University of New York at Geneseo has put its
commitment to “thinking Geneseo green” into action in more
ways than one. In 2006, SUNY Geneseo established the
Environmental Impact and Sustainability Task Force, which studies, recommends, and manages sustainability efforts across the campus. Just one
year later, the president signed the ACUPCC. The university encourages
students to collaborate on its efforts to think green by soliciting student
ideas on how the college can become more sustainable through an annual
survey. As a result of their idea sharing, students and administrators have
successfully implemented a number of initiatives on campus, including the
introduction of the Geneseo Public Bus Service, which has reduced the
number of cars on campus. Another success story is “Geneseo Gives Back,”
a waste diversion program that keeps an estimated 15 tons of materials
from landfills at the end of every academic year. Campus recycling programs also exist for printer cartridges and toner, paper, plastic, and metal.
All new building construction and renovation projects must meet or exceed
LEED Silver standards. The new Seneca Residence Hall, currently under
construction, will seek LEED Gold certification and incorporates geothermal heating and bioretention ponds. The university is also the first in the
SUNY system to begin using green cleaning products. GEO (the Geneseo
Environmental Organization) is one of the most active student organizations on campus, leading conservation efforts through energy savings contests, bottled water campaigns, awareness campaigns, and more.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
YORK—BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 6001, BINGHAMTON, NY 13902-6001 • ADMISSIONS: 607-777-2171 • FAX: 607-777-4445
FINANCIAL AID: 607-777-2428 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@BINGHAMTON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW2.BINGHAMTON.EDU/CAMPUS-CLIMATE-TASK-FORCE/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Green” isn’t just a state of mind at Binghamton University,
it’s a physical landmark. The school’s Operation Green
Space has turned over 81,000 square feet of paved land into
green space in the last five years. In addition to this, nearly
70 percent of Binghamton’s 900-acre campus is all natural. At the center
is the Nature Preserve: a 182-acre oasis for wildlife and nature lovers
alike. This area isn’t just a pristine patch of wilderness; it also serves as
a “valuable resource for teaching and learning,” allowing students in any
field of study to gain a first-hand appreciation of sustainability in action.
Binghamton already has two LEED-certified buildings (the first in the
SUNY system), and has committed to ensuring that all current and
future buildings or renovations achieve LEED Silver or higher certification. The school also reduced its electricity consumption by 10 percent
between 2007 and 2008, thanks to a $1 million investment in energy conservation—occupancy sensors, efficient lighting, variable speed drives on
motors, free-cooling devices, and a solar hot water heater were all
installed, with more planned for the future. These efforts were complemented by an improvement in waste reduction, recycling, and composting rates. The school has several active student groups, such as the
Committee on the University Environment, the Student Environmental
Action Coalition, the Friends of the Nature Preserve, the Campus
Climate Challenge, and the Food Co-op, which focus on addressing sustainability issues both on campus and off.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
8
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, student
life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

5,488
10,412
35
3.75
610-700
630-690

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
44

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
50
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, finance,
dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 20
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

11,661
29,061
33
3.6
580-670
620-710

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
$1,791
$10,614

THE SCHOOLS
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STATE UNIVERSITY
OF NEW YORK—COBLESKILL
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, COBLESKILL, NY 12043 • ADMISSIONS: 518-255-5525 • FAX: 518-255-6769
FINANCIAL AID: 518-255-5623 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@COBLESKILL.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.COBLESKILL.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A signatory of the Talloires Declaration, the State University
of New York—Cobleskill has incorporated sustainability into
its Strategic Plan. The university has adopted a policy that all
new construction and major renovations will conform to LEED
standards. In 2009, SUNY Cobleskill broke ground on its new
Center for Environmental Science and Technology (CEST), which will
house research in biowaste-to-bioenergy technology. The university’s recycling program includes paper, plastics, metals, glass, and cardboard, and a
waste reduction program, Taste Don’t Waste, has been implemented in
campus dining halls to promote environmentally responsible eating practices. SUNY Cobleskill is home to a slew of other environmental initiatives,
including bioenergy research and use; motion sensor lights in offices and
classrooms designed to help conserve energy; purchase of energy-efficient
appliances; organic groundskeeping efforts; composting and vegetable gardens on campus; incorporation of green products in building renovations;
seeking LEED certification for new buildings; and hybrid, compressed natural gas, and flex-fuel vehicles in the campus fleet. In 2009, SUNY
Cobleskill and Schoharie County Public Transit kicked off a new free public transit program expanding the service area for students. Students also
have the option to put the rubber to the road when they need to get around,
thanks to the university’s new bicycle program, which currently features
200 bikes. SUNY Cobleskill’s career services office offers a job fair for environmental jobs and recently a student worked with a faculty member on a
research project that studied composting dining hall waste.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—
THE COLLEGE AT BROCKPORT
350 NEW CAMPUS DRIVE, BROCKPORT, NY 14420 • ADMISSIONS: 585-395-2751 • FAX: 585-395-5452
FINANCIAL AID: 585—395-2501 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@BROCKPORT.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.BROCKPORT.EDU/GCI

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The College at Brockport has instituted several energy saving
programs as part of SUNY-wide sustainability efforts. Roughly
$12 million has been invested in a variety of energy-related initiatives on campus. In 2007, the 52-unit SUNY Brockport Townhome
Residential Living Complex opened with many green features, including
the use of geothermal heat pumps for heating and cooling, specialized insulation, and two storm water ponds that reduce runoff into local streams and
creeks. Founded in 2004, the college’s Green Campus Initiative has worked
with campus administration to create several protocols for recycling and to
promote the use of alternative transportation on campus. Dining services
has also made significant strides toward the practice of sound environmental stewardship. Energy Star appliances have been installed, trays have
been eliminated from Brockway Dining Hall, and local purveyors and farm
producers supply 15 percent of the food. Other efforts include the use of ecofriendly products such as refillable mugs, advanced recycling efforts, and
the use of environmentally friendly cleaning products. Students who wish
to receive a formal introduction to sustainability issues will appreciate that
the college offers a course in Environmental Studies. The research-based
course has featured projects in biodiesel production, recycling on campus,
energy curtailment programs, and wind/solar energy options. The
Environmentally Conscious Organization for Society (ECOS) is a student
group promoting environmental events and sustainability on campus.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

11

Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
90
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,559
3,045
81
80
390-500
400-520

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,350
$10,610
$1,064
$8,650
66

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

8,671
45
3.5
470-560
500-590
450-560

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
$1,138
$9,200
58

STATE UNIVERSITY OF
NEW YORK—COLLEGE AT ONEONTA
116 ALUMNI HALL, STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, ONEONTA, NY 13820 • ADMISSIONS: 607-436-2524
FAX: 607-436-3074 • FINANCIAL AID: 607-436-2532 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ONEONTA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
SUNY—Oneonta takes recycling to a whole new level
thanks to a Campus Sustainability Committee that leaves
no stone—make that, piece of paper—un(re)turned. All
Oneonta Auxiliary Services offices use 100 percent recycled
paper, which, once used, is shredded and “given to a local
farmer, free of charge, for animal bedding.” The Red Dragon bookstore
uses biodegradable shopping bags and the shipping room on campus
accepts packing peanuts for recycling. Oneonta recently installed frontloading washing machines in all laundry rooms on campus, which have
saved one million gallons of water annually. The dining halls no longer
feature trays, as it was determined they increased water consumption
and food waste. Oneonta’s College Camp, located on 276 acres of farm
and woodland, is heated with used vegetable oil, courtesy of dining services. In turn, whatever oil that isn’t used for heat is donated to a local
farmer (it pays to be a farmer near campus) who uses biodiesel to power
his farm. The college estimates that this measure saves “between
800–900 gallons of used oil from going to the landfill monthly.” In addition to this green heating solution, 100 trees were recently planted at the
College Camp. Oneonta is committed to green construction standards in
all new buildings and renovations. The college also boasts a Biological
Field Station, located on Otsego Lake and surrounded by more than
2,500 acres of woodland, bogs, marshes, and ponds, that allows students
to gain valuable experiences in field biology.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—COLLEGE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND FORESTRY
OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS, SUNY-ESF, SYRACUSE, NY 13210
ADMISSIONS: 315-470-6600 • FAX: 315-470-6933• FINANCIAL AID: 315-470-6706
E-MAIL: ESFINFO@ESF.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.ESF.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Going green” isn’t a campaign at the State University of
New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry—
it’s a modus operandi. SUNY ESF is the only school in the
nation where all of its academic programs are oriented
toward natural resources and the natural and designed environments.
With sustainability and environmental education at the core of the university’s mission, SUNY ESF has been at the forefront of nationally-recognized, government-supported research in green issues. In one such
instance they have partnered with the New York State government and
private industry to develop the state’s first bio-refinery aimed at producing ethanol and other chemical products from wood sugars. SUNY ESF
is committed to becoming carbon neutral by 2015, and approximately 17
percent of the university’s electrical power is generated by a 250-kilowatt carbonate fuel cell. Almost half of all the university’s vehicles (cars,
maintenance vehicles, buses, etc.) are powered with renewable fuels,
electric, or hybrid technologies. As one of the nation’s premier institutions singularly focused on environmental education, it should come as
no surprise that virtually all of the academic programs at SUNY ESF
provide strong opportunities for green careers. SUNY ESF’s career
Center is dedicated to placing students in internships and careers in the
science, design, policy, and management of the environment and natural resources. The university conducts more than $14 million of sponsored research each year aimed at solving environmental and natural
resource problems, giving students plenty of opportunities for hands-on
experience before they graduate.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, finance,
alumni, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

5,650
12,688
39
3.5
520-590
540-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
$1,215
$8,800
48

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
20
Yes
Yes
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,541
1,544
49
510-610
540-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
$849
$12,460

THE SCHOOLS
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—NEW PALTZ
100 HAWK DRIVE, NEW PALTZ, NY 12561-2499 • ADMISSIONS: 845-257-3200 • FAX: 845-257-3209
FINANCIAL AID: 845-257-3250 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@NEWPALTZ.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.NEWPALTZ.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A signatory of the ACUPCC, the State University of New
York—New Paltz has invested large amounts of capital into
energy management initiatives, including one which states
that all new construction of 5,000 square feet or larger will
be LEED Silver certified, at minimum. A planned addition to the university’s Student Union Building will make it the most environmentally friendly building on campus. Special features include recycled glass
in the concrete flooring and a glaze on the exterior glass to help reduce
heat gain. The university has stepped up its recycling efforts through
continued participation in RecycleMania, and “increased capture of
recycling materials in construction projects”, New Paltz has also
increased the tonnage of recycled materials, and joined the EPA’s
WasteWise Program, which provides support for recycling solid waste.
“New Paltz is located in a region offering students many ideal options to
pursue senior research projects that relate to environmental concerns.”
Local and regional environmental organizations offering New Paltz students internship and research opportunities include: the Mohonk
Preserve; the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation; the Estuaries and River Institute; the Hudson Basin
River Watch; the Brook Farm Project; the Institute of Ecosystem
Studies; Clearwater; Scenic Hudson; and the Ulster County
Environmental Management Council. Students for Sustainable
Agriculture is a New Paltz student group that works to “promote a sustainable food system that is healthy for consumers, farm workers, and
the environment.” The group empowers students to grow their own food
sustainably and become more aware of current food politics.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
YORK—PURCHASE COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 735 ANDERSON HILL ROAD, PURCHASE, NY 10577 • ADMISSIONS: 914-251-6300
FAX: 914-251-6314 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@PURCHASE.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.PURCHASE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
It stands to reason that the only visual and performing arts
university in the State University of New York system—
SUNY Purchase—would have a creative approach to sustainability. In 2007, SUNY Purchase signed the ACUPCC, committing the university to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions
by 80 percent by the year 2050. A new campus policy requires that all new
buildings be certified LEED Silver or better, and extensive renovations to
the Visual Arts building included a new green roof designed to improve
the roof ’s thermal properties. Energy conservation measures include
installing metering devices across campus and an electric chiller system
that will generate 1,000 tons of ice during off-peak hours and be slowly
melted to produce campus air conditioning during warmer months, generating approximately $400,000 in annual savings. The university has
committed to purchasing 100 percent recycled paper for offices and
biodegradable and recycled paper products for dining halls. In fact, the
campus is home to Terre Ve, the first all-vegan café on a college campus.
Research opportunities are available through the Environmental Studies
department, as well as internships with the Office of Sustainability. In
2009, one class created art pieces and furniture made from materials
reclaimed from an on-campus construction project. The campus is home
to a student-run organic garden, a recycled clothing club, and a studentrun food co-op. A Green Channel was recently added to the campus TV
lineup. At graduation, students wear caps and gowns made from 100 percent post-consumer recycled plastic bottles.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
3
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

6,318
15,426
34
3.5
520-610
520-610
520-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
26

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

12

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,830
8,620
27
3.2
510-630
490-580
500-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
$1,461
$9,908
46

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—
STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, STONY BROOK, NY 11794-1901 • ADMISSIONS: 631-632-6868
FAX: 631-632-9898 • FINANCIAL AID: 631-632-6840 • E-MAIL: ENROLL@STONYBROOK.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.STONYBROOK.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The State University of New York—Stony Brook University
has a long history of green awareness: The Environmental
Defense Fund, an organization dedicated to introducing sustainability science to business leaders, was founded by a SUNY Stony
Brook professor in 1967. Since then, Stony Brook University has signed the
ACUPCC, created an environmental stewardship department, and established a five-year plan. Today, the jewel in the university’s green crown is
the Stony Brook Southampton campus, a small satellite to the main campus. The Southampton campus offers bachelor’s degrees not just in
Environmental Studies but also in Marine Sciences; Environmental
Design, Policy, and Planning; Ecosystems and Human Impact;
Sustainability Studies; Coastal Environmental Studies; and Business
Management with a specialization in Sustainability. Stony Brook
Southampton has had a wind turbine since 2002, and a former storage
building has been converted into a greenhouse using recycled construction
material. Here, flowering plants for campus landscaping and herbs and
vegetables for dining services are grown. A storm water management system is used to water the plants. Dining services uses all biodegradable
packaging and utensils, and is currently piloting an in-vessel composter,
which processes food waste and biodegradable packaging into compost for
use in maintaining campus grounds. The university’s entire bus fleet operates on a biodiesel blend that comes from repurposed waste cooking oil and
keeps emissions low. Best of all, the university uses these practices as
research opportunities for students, even inviting them to help design new
green buildings.

STETSON UNIVERSITY
421 N. WOODLAND BLVD, UNIT 8378, DELAND, FL 32723 • ADMISSIONS: 386-822-7100
FAX: 386-822-7112 • FINANCIAL AID: 800-688-7120 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@STETSON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.STETSON.EDU/ENVIRO/GREENGB.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Stetson University’s Environmental Responsibility Council, founded in
1998, has made it its mission “to function as a university in ways that
will not compromise the lives of future human generations nor diminish
the health of planetary ecosystems.” To achieve this, the school has laid
out a six-point plan detailing which areas it intends to focus on in order
to achieve this goal. Along with a commitment to environmental education, Stetson is dedicated to environmentally responsible purchasing,
efficient use and conservation of resources, minimizing solid waste and
hazardous materials, and promoting a green campus design that incorporates plants native to Florida. In particular, Stetson’s Native Plant
Policy is a solid example of the proactive approach the university takes
in addressing sustainability issues on campus. By landscaping exclusively with native plants, Stetson not only “reinforces its natural heritage,” but it cuts down on its use of fertilizers and pesticides, since
indigenous plants require less maintenance when compared to traditional landscaping plants. The university also demonstrates its dedication to the environment through its Roots and Shoots program, inspired
by Jane Goodall’s visit to campus, and which encourages students to
give their time to the “environment, animals, and the community.”
Stetson is also using its buildings to enhance its sustainability. The
campus is committed to LEED certification for new construction and
renovations, and the Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker Environmental
Learning Center, which features a rainwater collection system, recycled
metal roofing, and a geothermal heating system, is in the process of submitting for LEED Gold certification.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 85
% school grounds maintained organically
12

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,034
28,497
40
3.6
520-620
580-670
520-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,970
$12,870
$1,519
$9,590
48

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, student life, residence
life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,151
4,640
53
3.76
500-600
490-600
480-583

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,880

THE SCHOOLS
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SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY
8 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MA 02108 • ADMISSIONS: 617-573-8460 • FAX: 617-742-4291
FINANCIAL AID: 617-573-8470 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@SUFFOLK.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUFFOLK.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Suffolk University seeks to expand its sustainable projects on campus
and in the greater Boston area through green-minded education and
action. The university currently offers more than 50 courses in sustainability, ranging in areas of study from business to law to science. Suffolk
has also taken steps toward addressing conservation on campus
through environmentally sound construction practices. The university
has determined that all new buildings will incorporate sustainable principles into their design, and that at minimum, they should receive
LEED Silver certification. Furthering this commitment, in 2008, a
Suffolk residence hall achieved LEED Gold certification. The university
has also been active in retrofitting and renovating fixtures and buildings across campus in order to improve energy efficiency and lower consumption. For example, lighting and water fixtures have been retrofitted, the Sargent Hall chiller has been overhauled, the Sawyer Building’s
boiler has been converted from electricity to natural gas, and energy
management systems have been put in place at the Fenton Building. As
a result, just last year Suffolk reduced its energy consumption by 9 percent from the previous year. By installing low-flow showerheads and
faucets, as well as dual-flush toilets, the university also reduced its
water consumption last year by 8 percent, amounting to “approximately 650,000 gallons of water” saved. In addition to these measures,
Suffolk carries its conservation efforts into the gastronomic arena. Since
implementing a recycling program for biodegradables and organic waste
such as lettuce heads and banana peels, Suffolk’s Dining Services has
diverted more than 10,000 pounds of waste from the landfill.

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
500 COLLEGE AVENUE, SWARTHMORE, PA 19081 • ADMISSIONS: 610-328-8300 • FAX: 610-328-8580
FINANCIAL AID: 610-328-8358 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SWARTHMORE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SWARTHMORE.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Routinely ranked among the top liberal arts institutions in
the country, Swarthmore College has focused its considerable brainpower on becoming a more sustainable institution. The college’s Sustainability Committee is charged with
making recommendations to improve environmental sustainability on
campus. Forty percent of the college’s electrical demands are met by
renewable wind power. The campus has about 14,300 square feet of
green roof space, and is exploring other storm water management solutions through a variety of initiatives, including porous pavement, a
biostream, and cisterns that collect water for irrigation. The campus is
home to the Scott Arboretum, a living museum featuring local species,
as well as the Crum Woods, a natural learning laboratory that is an
integral part of 35 courses in 12 departments. Several ongoing research
projects in engineering and the sciences focus on environmental topics
including monitoring the Crum Creek watershed, exploring hybrid electric vehicle technology, and studying the consumption and creation of
carbon in the Crum Woods. The Good Food Project is a student-run
organization that focuses on sustainable food issues in the surrounding
community. The Project maintains a community garden, has implemented composting, and engages in sustainable food advocacy and fair
food activism. Swarthmore’s career counselors advise students on ways
to translate their interest in the environment into meaningful careers.
The college’s career library and website provide resources to help students and alumni explore careers related to sustainability and the natural environment. Career services also helps connect students with
internships that have an environmental focus.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
18
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool,
market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed
ride home, bike racks, showers, lockers, workshops
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, transportation, health
services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
8
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,617
9,036
85
3.02
450-560
450-560
450-560

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$27,100
$108
$14,544
56

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni, athletics, dining services
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
14
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,505
5,575
17
670-760
670-770
670-760

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,510
$350
$11,740
49

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
100 CROUSE-HINDS HALL, 900 S. CROUSE AV, SYRACUSE, NY 13244-2130 • ADMISSIONS: 315-443-3611
FAX: 315-443-4226 • FINANCIAL AID: 315-443-1513 • E-MAIL: ORANGE@SYR.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
They may be known as the Orange, but at Syracuse
University they’re thinking green. In 2007, the university
signed the ACUPCC and committed to LEED standards for
new buildings and renovations, including a multi-million
dollar energy management system. The EPA’s Green Power
Partnership has recognized Syracuse for its voluntary purchase of
enough low-impact hydroelectricity to cover 20 percent of SU’s electricity needs, making it the second largest purchaser amongst college and
universities (that’s equivalent to removing over 2,600 cars from the road
for one year or planting more than 4,100 acres of trees). SU’s awardwinning Food Services purchases organic and local products, and an oncampus farmer’s market offers students a chance to buy local. Each
year, Food Services issues students a reusable sustainable bottle for
refills and beverage carry-outs, which has led to the elimination of
prepackaged beverages. Sustainable transportation initiatives include a
Park and Ride program, carpooling and ride-sharing programs, and a
Zip Car program. Used fryer oil collected from Food Services is recycled
and used to make biodiesel fuel for campus vehicles. Each year, SU
hosts an Environmental Career Fair which features internship and
employment opportunities with a wide range of environmentally-oriented organizations. Extensive research opportunities are available
through the Syracuse Center of Excellence in Environmental and
Energy Innovations. Even the campus bookstore gets in on the fun,
offering recycled school products and a line of apparel made from 100
percent organic cotton.

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
1801 NORTH BROAD STREET (041-09), PHILADELPHIA, PA 19122-6096 • ADMISSIONS: 215-204-7200
FAX: 215-204-5694 • FINANCIAL AID: 215-204-8760 • E-MAIL: TUAMD@TEMPLE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.TEMPLE.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/INDEX.HTM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Temple University signed the ACUPCC in April 2008 and
established an Office of Sustainability just three months
later, charging it with enacting policies covering everything
from green purchasing to water and energy conservation. In
December of that same year, the Office of Sustainability established the
university’s Energy Conservation Policy, which includes “setting indoor
temperature limits, prohibiting space heaters, recommending the turning off of computers when not in use, and turning off lights.” One of the
Office of Sustainability’s earliest efforts was the creation of an “Eco
Village” at the university’s main campus. The office also hosted a
National Teach-In on Global Warming to encourage “solutions-driven
dialogue on global warming during the first 100 days of the new
[Obama] administration.” The Office of Sustainability also provides
funding for undergraduate research projects and is implementing a
Sustainability Teaching Initiative to support faculty as they develop
courses and practicum on sustainability. Already the university offers
46 undergraduate courses and 12 general education courses focusing on
the environment and sustainability. Temple’s Ambler campus, home to
the Community and Regional Planning, Landscape Architecture, and
Horticulture departments, has changed its name to the School of
Environmental Design, in a further demonstration of Temple’s commitment to environmental sustainability. The campus is also home to the
Center for Sustainable Communities, a sustainability research center
that recently formed a storm water initiative partnership with
Villanova University to conduct research and develop outreach programs focusing on storm water management in the region.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool
parking, guaranteed ride home, park & ride program
from area shopping center
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
35
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

13,243
20,951
60
3.6
510-620
540-650
520-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$33,630
$1,296
$12,374
54

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly
parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
29
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

26,244
18,574
61
3.41
490-600
510-610
500-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,174
$20,454
$590
$9,198
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY—
COLLEGE STATION
PO BOX 30014, COLLEGE STATION, TX 77843-3014 • ADMISSIONS: 979-845-3741 • FAX: 979-847-8737
FINANCIAL AID: 979-845-3236 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@TAMU.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.TAMU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As the seventh-largest university in the United States, the
campus at Texas A&M University—College Station even has
its own moniker: Aggieland. Thus, the university’s commitment to sustainability isn’t just commendable in its own right, but also
because a sustainable TAMU means a greener Texas and a notably greener American system of higher education. To ensure that its growth remains
sustainable, the university requires that all new buildings on campus meet
LEED Silver standards. TAMU’s recycling program is robust and expanding, and already recycles an average of 60 tons a month. Fifty thousand students traveling over a campus 5,000+ acres wide can make for a lot of
greenhouse gas emissions, so the university has appropriately focused on
greening its transportation. Less fuel-efficient buses and vehicles have been
cycled out of the campus fleet and the university is aggressively researching alternative fuel sources. With 800 officially recognized student organizations on campus, there are activities to suit every taste, not the least of
which is sustainability. The Association for Social Entrepreneurship is
fundraising for the development of community garden plots on campus; has
started a Maroon Bike Program whose goal is to construct sturdy bikes
from abandoned bikes (they already have a cache of 500 to work with); and,
in concert with other campus groups, plans TAMU’s annual Big Event, the
largest, one-day, student-run service project in the nation. During the Big
Event, students show their appreciation to the surrounding community by
completing service projects. An on-campus Institute of Renewable Natural
Resources provides research experiences in sustainability.

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, TCU BOX 297013, FORT WORTH, TX 76129 • ADMISSIONS: 817-257-7490
FAX: 817-257-7268 • FINANCIAL AID: 817-257-7858 • E-MAIL: FROGMAIL@TCU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.TCU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A signatory of the ACUPCC, Texas Christian University has
submitted a Climate Action Plan that impacts every aspect of
the university’s operations, from conservation to academics.
Since 1996, TCU has spent in excess of $43 million on an
aggressive energy conservation and retrofit program. Projects include retrofitting lighting systems, installing an Energy Management and Control
System (EMCS) to monitor energy use, installing low-flow plumbing features, and using chiller plants to cool on-campus buildings. The university
has committed to pursuing LEED certification for new construction and
major renovations on campus. Construction of the Brown-Lupton
University Union incorporated many green features including low-VOC
paint, carpeting made of recycled materials, and environmentally friendly
building materials and finishes. The university’s Climate Commitment
Curriculum Committee is planning ways to integrate concepts of climate
neutrality and sustainability into the curriculum of all TCU students. All
incoming freshman have the opportunity to participate in Eco Frog Camp,
an environmentally friendly pre-orientation camp that emphasizes sustainable living. TCU’s Energy Institute provides research opportunities in alternate energy sources, and TCU’s Institute for Environmental Studies is
partnering with Oxford University and FPL Energy in a multi-year, multimillion dollar research study that will examine the impact of wind farms on
the bird population. Academic research opportunities in areas such as green
roofs and eco tourism are also available. The TCU Society of Sustainability
(SOS) Club and the TCU Environmental Club are active student-run
organizations on campus dedicated to promoting sustainable practices
among members of the campus community.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
market based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

10

Yes
No
No
No
10
Yes
Yes
25
15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

38,729
22,757
67
530-640
570-670
500-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,152
$19,585
$3,024
$8,039
30

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, bike
share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
70
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,580
11,953
59
520-630
530-650
520-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$30,000
$48
39

TOWSON UNIVERSITY
8000 YORK ROAD, TOWSON, MD 21252-0001 • ADMISSIONS: 410-704-2113 • FAX: 410-704-3030
FINANCIAL AID: 410-704-4236 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@TOWSON.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.TOWSON.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In the fall of 2007, Towson Energy Activists along with other student
organizations in the University of Maryland system collected 12,000
signatures requesting that the university system adopt a carbon neutrality policy. In 2008, Chancellor Kirwan implemented a system-wide
sustainability initiative, and shortly thereafter Towson became an
ACUPCC signatory. How’s that for student sustainability leadership?
Today, every incoming freshman participates in a “Go Green” orientation program in which they learn about the campus’ sustainability initiatives and what they can do to help. Those initiatives include a singlestream recycling program that allows any standard recyclable to be
thrown into any campus recycling container, and participation in the
national RecycleMania competition. In 2009, Towson University placed
first in the state in the Grand Champion and Waste Minimization categories of the competition. Tuesdays are trayless in campus dining halls,
and Dining Services only uses trans-fat-free soy oil, antibiotic-reduced
pork and chicken, and cage-free shell eggs. Fair trade coffee is served in
the Susquehanna Food Court and Cook Library, and Dining Services is
ramping up efforts to purchase locally grown foods to support area
farms and provide fresh products for customers. Towson’s annual
Stream Clean-Up gives every student an opportunity to support the university’s greening efforts. Presented in partnership with the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay, the Stream Clean Up recruits participants to
assist with a regional project stream clean. Towson’s Career Center provides links to environmental/ecology jobs through its Envirolinks Green
Dream Jobs resource.

TUFTS UNIVERSITY
BENDETSON HALL, MEDFORD, MA 02155 • ADMISSIONS: 617-627-3170 • FAX: 617-627-3860
FINANCIAL AID: 617-627-2000 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS.INQUIRY@ASE.TUFTS.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.TUFTS.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Tufts University has long been an innovator in the field of sustainability. In 1990, the university president convened a conference of other universities to discuss how they could collectively be world leaders in creating and maintaining sustainability. This conference resulted in the
formation of the Talloires Declaration. One year later, Tufts created its
environmental policy statement, and the school has been making dramatic strides towards sustainability ever since. Tufts has successfully
reduced its greenhouse gas emissions to below 1998 levels, and an
impressive 50 percent of the school’s energy needs are derived from
renewable sources. Thanks to retrofitting buildings with more efficient
heating and cooling systems, restricted parking on campus, and a heavily promoted car-share program, Tufts has a smaller carbon footprint
than many schools. The campus is also home to one certified LEED Gold
building. A remarkable 10 percent of buildings on campus have, or are
seeking, LEED certification. Tufts’ comprehensive green purchasing
policy has resulted in 100 percent of cleaning products on campus being
Green Seal-certified. An equally comprehensive recycling program—
which includes composting—has resulted in an overall waste diversion
rate of 40 percent. Students are just as invested in Tufts’ mission to go
green. Tufts’ student-run sustainability group, ECO, works closely with
the Office of Sustainability to produce campaigns like “Do It in the
Dark!,” a month-long initiative in which students compete to conserve
the most energy. Environmental Studies students have an internship
requirement and receive help from the career services office on connecting with green jobs.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, health
services, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,598
15,423
63
3.55
490-580
490-590
500-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,180
$15,994
$2,238
$8,670
31

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

3

No
40
Yes
No
Yes
50
Yes
Yes
100
6

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,146
15,042
27
680-750
680-750
680-760

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,432

THE SCHOOLS
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
6823 ST. CHARLES AVENUE, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70118 • ADMISSIONS: 504-865-5260
FAX: 504-862-8715 • FINANCIAL AID: 504-865-5723 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRAD.ADMISSION@TULANE.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://GREEN.TULANE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A signatory of the ACUPCC, Tulane University is committed to
working towards climate neutrality. Since the 1990s, Tulane
University has had a strong recycling program, and a full-time
sustainability coordinator is focusing efforts on green building projects. The
renovation of the Lavin-Bernick Center for University Life included the
installation of natural ventilation and daylighting features, including solar
chimneys, extensive fans, exterior sunshades, and adjustable lighting systems. Off-campus, projects such as a Tulane-facilitated, energy-efficient
neighborhood plan, and green, affordable homes designed and constructed
by Tulane architecture students have advanced sustainable rebuilding
efforts in New Orleans. In addition to heating, cooling, lighting, and water
conservation improvements on campus, the university is home to the country’s first Energy Star Showcase Dorm Room. Almost every school within
the university offers an environmental major or focus. These include an
Environmental Health Sciences degree, an Environmental Science degree,
an interdisciplinary Environmental Studies degree, and studios that focus
on sustainable design in the School of Architecture. Tulane’s career center
actively partners with student organizations and other campus environmental programs to educate students about job opportunities in environmental fields, even hosting an environmental career fair as part of Tulane’s
“Focus the Nation” climate change event. Required service-based courses
(Tulane has a public service requirement for all students), internships, and
independent studies provide students with opportunities for sustainability
research. School of Architecture students research, design, and construct
sustainable homes for New Orleans families. Student employees research
and implement campus improvements to improve sustainability through
the Office of Environmental Affairs.

UNION COLLEGE
GRANT HALL, UNION COLLEGE, SCHENECTADY, NY 12308 • ADMISSIONS: 518-388-6112
FAX: 518-388-6986 • FINANCIAL AID: 518-388-6123 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UNION.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UNION.EDU/USUSTAIN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“U Sustain” is a mantra and a mission at New York’s Union
College. By harnessing the efforts of faculty, students, and
staff, the college hopes to systematically reduce its ecological footprint. As a signatory of the ACUPCC, Union College
is in the process of developing a long-term plan to cut carbon emissions.
In the meantime, the college has begun to require sustainable standards for all new buildings and has also committed to using wind power
for 15 percent of the school’s total energy purchases annually. The
Presidential Green Grants program, open to students, staff, and faculty, awards grants up to $2,000 each to campus projects that will make
Union more sustainable or research projects that will make specific contributions to sustainability at the regional or national level. Recent
grants went to the Union Exchange website, an online forum for members of the campus community to exchange used items with one another, and the expansion of the Octopus Garden, a campus organic garden
providing produce to local food shelters and campus dining services. U
Sustain is a campus-wide committee focused on making Union more
sustainable. U Sustain initiatives are college-wide programs focused on
decreasing the impact that the campus community has on the environment. Recent programs include: expanded recycling efforts aimed at
diverting as much waste as possible from landfills; improved options for
local and organic dining options; use of less packaging in dining services; purchase of fair trade products; recycling cooking grease into
biodiesel; and the opening of several eco-friendly student apartments.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
10
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

7,160
39,887
26
3.49
630-700
620-700
630-710

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,200
$3,384
$9,606
36

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
12
Yes
No
No
15
No
Yes
93
70

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,141
4,829
41
3.56
590-670
620-700
580-670

Cost
Comprehensive fee
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$50,439
46

UNITY COLLEGE
PO BOX 532, UNITY, ME 04988 • ADMISSIONS: 800.624.1024 • FAX: 207.948.2928
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UNITY.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.UNITY.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/SUSTAINABILITY.ASPX

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Unity College in Maine goes by the moniker “America’s Environmental
College,” and it is well deserved. After all, not every university can boast
100 percent green power. (Yep, 100 percent of the school’s energy is
derived from renewable energy sources.) That’s not the only 100 on
Unity’s scoreboard: 100 percent of the campus grounds are maintained
organically, and 100 percent of cleaning products are Green Seal-certified.
Unity’s commitment to green spills into the classroom through unique
green majors like Sustainability Design and Technology, and Adventure
Education Leadership, as well as more traditional offerings like Ecology
and Marine Biology. The university’s location on 225 wooded acres of
farmland with plenty of diverse ecosystems, including a peat bog and a
pond, provides students with plenty experiential learning opportunities.
Professors and students collaborate closely on environmental initiatives,
building support in the local community for wind power, developing composting partnerships with local organic farmers (food waste from Unity
dining halls now fertilizes local farms), and helping to weatherize the
homes of low-income families. Unity’s Center for Environmental
Education teaches students how to become effective environmental educators, and the career services office offers over 80 environmental internships each year. University administrators serve as role models for the
eco-conscious student body. The president and his wife live on campus in
the Unity House, which is built from local wood and recycled building
materials. The house uses solar energy for electricity and hot water, and
has zero net-energy consumption and carbon emissions. In fact, Unity has
pledged that all new buildings on campus will be fully carbon neutral.

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
IN HUNTSVILLE
UAH OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 301 SPARKMAN DR., HUNTSVILLE, AL 35899
ADMISSIONS: 256-824-6070 • FAX: 256-824-6073 • FINANCIAL AID: 256-824-2761
E-MAIL: ADMITME@UAH.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.UAH.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Have a greater appreciation for the earth and its natural processes thanks
to the Discovery Channel? Well, thank the University of Alabama in
Huntsville—founder and chairman John Hendricks is an alum. UAH is a
space-grant university with a record of game-changing accomplishments:
The university discovered the first high temperature superconductor, and
designed the first U.S. experiment flown aboard the Soviet Mir station.
Now UAH is ready to continue its record of impressive firsts on the road to
sustainability. Early efforts have been focused around the university’s
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle campaign, a recycling program that is a cooperative effort between students and administrators. The program recycles
aluminum cans, toner cartridges, and paper, and in 2008 diverted 120,000
pounds of waste from landfills. Team UAH is renowned for its award-winning participation in the National Concrete Canoe Competition, sponsored
annually by the American Society of Civil Engineers. The team has five
national titles to its credit, and placed ninth at nationals in 2009 for its construction of “ITZ Civilized” which focused on sustainability in design and
construction. In another first, the UAH-accredited Study Abroad Program
on Climate Change and Sustainable Development in Latin America and the
Caribbean debuted in 2009, and offers students the opportunity to experience the effects of climate change on natural and human systems through
hands-on learning and cultural immersion. Back on campus, students can
participate in an environmental club that meets once a month to discuss
and create environmental initiatives to advance UAH’s efforts to go green.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
100
Yes
Yes
100
100

Cost
Annual tuition
Annual tuition

$1,250 (before 7/6)
$1,400 (after 7/6)

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
shuttle
School has formal sustainability committee
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

35

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
50
96

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

5,956
1,924
72
3.56
500-630
520-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,510
$15,628
$651
$7,208

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS—FAYETTEVILLE
232 SILAS HUNT HALL, FAYETTEVILLE, AR 72701 • ADMISSIONS: 479-575-5346 • FAX: 479-575-7515
FINANCIAL AID: 479-575-3806 • E-MAIL: UOFA@UARK.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.UARK.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A charter signatory of the ACUPCC, the University of
Arkansas—Fayetteville has made a public pledge to become
a carbon neutral institution and is committed to becoming a
zero solid waste institution. AU’s Enterprise Center is on
track for LEED certification, and seven other buildings have been built
in accordance with the university’s green building policy (all new construction must be built to LEED Silver standards). AU recently completed a baseline greenhouse gas inventory that will be publicly available on
its website. The dining halls are trayless and provide fair trade coffee,
sustainable seafood, organic yogurt, cage-free eggs, and hormone-free
pork and chicken. The university’s Razorback Recycling program assists
the athletic department in running a recycling initiative at all sporting
events. The University of Arkansas Sustainability Council, comprised of
faculty, staff, students, and representatives from the Fayetteville community, is charged with developing and executing green initiatives on
campus and in the surrounding area. Recently the Students for
Environmental Sustainability group, under the guidance of the
Sustainability Council, hosted the university’s Earth Day, which included a stream cleanup. There are 18 alternative fuel-powered vehicles on
campus, including a delivery truck that runs on used oil from campus
kitchens. The university’s free Razorback Transit service offered 1.2 million rides during the 2007–08 academic year, many to non-students.
Perhaps most impressively of all, the university offers 45 sustainabilityrelated research programs to students, and a partnership with PEPSICO, Frito-Lay, and Tropicana is providing funds to support research on
how to create more sustainable products.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
BERKELEY

110 SPROUL HALL, #5800, BERKELEY, CA 94720-5800 • ADMISSIONS: • FAX: 510-642-7333
FINANCIAL AID: • E-MAIL: • WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.BERKELEY.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
UC—Berkeley keeps tabs on its sustainability progress
through yearly assessments that detail all aspects of the
school’s environmental impact, including emissions from
staff and student commuting, solid waste and recycling, air travel, and
water usage. The school’s recently created Office of Sustainability is
charged with overseeing its Climate Action Plan, which details the
progress it has both made and wants to make in regards to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, and its Strategic Energy Plan, which documents application of the $25 million the school has allocated to energyefficient projects, into action. In addition to this, UC—Berkeley has taken
a proactive approach to combating climate change by becoming part of the
Cal Climate Action Partnership, a coalition of students, faculty, and staff
who are committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions on campus to
1990 levels by 2014 (which, as the school points out, is six years ahead of
California’s mandated reduction). UC—Berkeley has mounted an aggressive campaign to increase energy efficiency on campus by using renewable sources of electricity, promoting sustainable transportation, and
ensuring that all new building and renovations be LEED-certified (not to
mention diverting over 90 percent of waste during construction). UC—
Berkeley also puts sustainability into action through extensive outreach
to the campus community through newsletters, presentations, and student projects. With more than 30 environmentally-focused clubs and
groups on campus, including Berkeley Energy and Resources
Collaborative, Boalt Environmental Law Society, and Students for a
Greener Berkeley, the school’s efforts seem to be working.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
9
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, market based pricing (hourly
parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
85

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

15,347
12,035
56
3.55
500-620
520-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,010
$13,888
$1,390
$7,422
27

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
26
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, campus
shuttles, secure bike parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
95
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
5.9
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
# of applicants
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

48,465
590-710
640-760
610-720

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition

$11,010.50

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
DAVIS

178 MRAK HALL, ONE SHIELDS AVE, DAVIS, CA 95616 • ADMISSIONS: 530-752-2971 • FAX: 530-752-1280
FINANCIAL AID: 530-752-2396 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRADUATEADMISSIONS@UCDAVIS.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.UCDAVIS.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The entire University of California system has adopted a sustainability policy with commitments towards green building
practices, climate action, sustainable operations, recycling and
waste management, and environmentally preferable procurement. The
Davis campus is located in an area known for its organic farming (21 percent of the university’s food expenditures are from local or organic sources)
and green practices. Hometown Davis is considered “the bicycle capital of
the United States,” and there are up to 20,000 bikes on campus on any
given day. Unitrans, the community bus system, is operated by UC—Davis
students and has a fleet of clean buses that runs on compressed natural
gas, and provides more than three million rides per year. (In fact, 86 percent of commuters’ trips to campus are through alternative transportation.)
UC—Davis has demonstrated a strong commitment to LEED buildings,
with all new buildings designed to achieve LEED Silver or Gold ratings.
The university’s new environmental research center is one of the first laboratories in the world to receive a LEED Platinum rating. The Putah Creek
Project is an undertaking by both faculty and staff to explore how treated
wastewater can be diverted through the campus arboretum to improve
water quality and appearance. The Campus Sustainability Grant Program
awards funds for outstanding projects that foster a more sustainable campus. The university’s career center emphasizes opportunities in a wide
range of environmental fields, from environmental planning and water
resources management to ecology, design and landscape architecture, and
holds an environmental internship and career fair annually.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
IRVINE
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 204 ADMINISTRATION BLDG., IRVINE, CA 92697-1075
ADMISSIONS: 949-824-6703 • FAX: 949-824-2711 • FINANCIAL AID: 949-824-8262
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UCI.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.UCI.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a member of the University of California system, UC—
Irvine adopted a Policy of Green Building Design and Clean
Energy Standards back in 2003 in order to promote environmentally conscious construction and fixtures on campus. In
2007, the university signed the ACUPCC. The following year,
the school completed its first greenhouse gas emissions inventory, the data
from which was used to pinpoint where and how UC—Irvine could focus its
environmental efforts. In line with this, UC—Irvine has determined that all
new construction on campus must seek LEED Silver certification at minimum. In fact, five buildings on campus have achieved LEED Gold. The
school is taking a similarly proactive approach to leveraging all that southern California sunshine in support of sustainability. UC—Irvine is currently installing a 1.2 megawatt DC solar power system, which is “expected to
produce more than 24 million kilowatt hours (equivalent to offsetting 25.6
million pounds of carbon dioxide) over 20 years.” Another green-minded
move is the university’s conversion of its campus shuttle fleet from gasoline
to B100 biodiesel, the primary source of which is used cooking oil. Even
UC—Irvine’s Dining Services is working to combat wastefulness. In 2007,
a study was conducted that determined the use of trays in cafeterias led to
430 pounds of wasted food per year. Dining Services took the hint and the
trays hit the road; the next year waste was down by 180 pounds.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
21
Available transportation alternatives:
Restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool, market based pricing, guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, preferred
parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
student life, residence life.
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 45
% school grounds maintained organically
60

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

24,453
42,382
47
3.85
510-640
560-680
520-640

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$22,021
$9,364
$12,361
51

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, partially-subsidized bus pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
55
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
4.2
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
31

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

22,226
44,123
44
3.85
520-640
570-680
530-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$9,402
$32,281
$2,511
$10,655

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
LOS ANGELES
1147 MURPHY HALL, BOX 951436, LOS ANGELES, CA 90095-1436 • ADMISSIONS: 310-825-3101
FAX: 310-206-1206 • FINANCIAL AID: 310-206-0400 • E-MAIL: UGADM@SAONET.UCLA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAIN.UCLA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of California—Los Angeles is going green from
head to toe, from its classrooms to its cafeterias. A few of
UCLA’s recent sustainability upgrades include replacing all
Styrofoam cups with biodegradable ones in the dining areas, recycling
alcohol from its science labs, purchasing more recycled copy paper, and
hosting a series of environmentally-focused speakers and forums. UCLA
recently entered into new contracts to support sustainable procurement
policies. Now all of the university’s computers are Energy Star-rated, 38
percent of its vehicles run on alternative fuel, and over 112,000 energy-efficient light bulbs have been installed around campus. Students on the move
can participate in the school’s bike share program, or use its car share and
vanpools to get around. The Sustainable Food Systems campaign is a student-run organization that works with university staff and local farmers
to encourage more sustainable food practices on campus. The SFS has
hosted an organic dinner night and organic taste tests on campus. UCLA
is home to an organic garden and an experiential learning course in which
students can investigate sources of food. In 2004, UCLA committed to
making all new construction and renovation projects meet LEED certification standards. Four buildings on campus now have solar heating
installed. The university is also home to the Institute of the Environment,
an innovative intellectual community focused on environmental research,
policy concerns, and outreach and education. Fifty-eight percent of UCLA’s
waste stream is currently diverted from landfills. The campus is aiming to
improve that number to 75 percent by 2012 and 100 percent by 2020.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
RIVERSIDE
3106 STUDENT SERVICES BUILDING, RIVERSIDE, CA 92521 • ADMISSIONS: 951-827-3411
FAX: 951-827-6344 • FINANCIAL AID: 951-827-3878 • E-MAIL: ADMIN@UCR.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.UCR.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Like all of the University of California schools, UC—Riverside
is in the process of developing a climate neutrality plan and
institutionalizing sustainability. The university offers a variety of environmental research opportunities through its
Center for Environmental Research and Technology, Center for
Sustainability and Suburban Development, Center for Ideas and Society,
Environmental Research Institute, Institute for Research on World
Systems, and Natural Reserve System. The university extension offers a
professional certificate in Sustainable Development and Green Building
Design. UC—Riverside is currently working toward implementing a sustainability course requirement for all students. The school is an ACUPCC
signatory, and is dedicated to meeting LEED standards on most new construction. The administration is planning a LEED Platinum building for
Environmental Health and Safety. Many buildings on campus have been
retrofitted to be more energy-efficient, and at the James Reserve field
research site, a photovoltaic installation has allowed the site to go completely off the grid. A sustainable, native landscape plan for another satellite site, Palm Desert, is underway. On the Riverside campus, a storm
water management system is being finalized, and groundskeepers are
shifting to organic fertilizers. Air pollution and water conservation are
high on UC—Riverside’s list of priorities due to its Southern California
location; the university plans to take further measures to reduce potable
water usage through gray water technology. Plans are in place to greenhouse gas emissions through bike and vanpool offerings.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

26,536
55,437
23
4.22
570-680
600-730
580-700

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$22,021
$9,151
$13,314
47

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
29
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
7
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,996
24,969
80
3.49
450-570
480-620
460-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,888
$29,556
$1,619
$10,900
64

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
SAN DIEGO
9500 GILMAN DRIVE, 0021, LA JOLLA, CA 92093-0021 • ADMISSIONS: 858-534-4831 • FAX: 858-534-5723
FINANCIAL AID: 858-534-4480 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONSINFO@UCSD.EDU • WEBSITE: SUSTAIN.UCSD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Sustainability is part of the University of California—San
Diego’s institutional DNA. It was here that the late Charles
David Keeling began testing the atmosphere for carbon dioxide 50 years ago. His research produced the Keeling Curve,
a scientific icon of global warming. That legacy of groundbreaking environmental research continues today through the Sustainability 2.0 initiative, which brings together interdisciplinary teams of students, faculty, NGOs, and officials to “create knowledge and translate it into policy
needed to make better environmental decisions.” Sustainability 2.0 will
bring six new faculty positions related to the environment and sustainability to the campus, along with plenty of research, volunteer, and
internship opportunities. The university is aiming for carbon neutrality
by 2025 and is rethinking how it generates and uses electricity. In 2008,
UC-San Diego built one megawatt of photovoltaic solar energy on site,
and it plans to double that amount this year. It is increasing its purchases of wind power at off-peak usage times, and building the largest energy storage project of any U.S. university. When the project is completed,
methane from a local sewage treatment plant will power a 2.8 megawatt
fuel cell at night. This combined system will form the backbone of a campus “smart grid” that could be a national model for green energy load
shifting. In the meantime, the smaller work continues: Almost threequarters of the university’s waste is diverted from landfills; half of commuters arrive to campus using alternative transportation; and more
than half of dining hall fare is from local or organic sources.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—SANTA BARBARA
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 1210 CHEADLE HAL, SANTA BARBARA, CA 93106-2014
ADMISSIONS: 805-893-2881 • FAX: 805-893-2676 • FINANCIAL AID: 805-893-2118
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SA.UCSB.EDU • WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.USCB.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of California—Santa Barbara was on the green
bandwagon before it had any wheels. Way back in 1990,
UCSB signed the Talloires Declaration, committing the university to incorporating environmental sustainability into its mission,
making it the only UC campus to do so at that time. Since then, the UC
system has signed and participated in the ACUPCC and created the
Chancellor’s Sustainability Committee, which assembles administrators,
deans, Nobel Laureates, senior faculty, staff, and students to make recommendations for sustainability projects on UC campuses. UCSB’s sustainability goals are ambitious: to reduce emissions to 2000 levels by 2014;
1990 levels by 2020; and to be carbon neutral by 2050. Home to the most
LEED-certified buildings in the UC system (six), all new construction at
UCSB must meet LEED Silver standards at minimum. Through HVAC
and lighting retrofits, delamping, and campaigns like “Flex Your Power,”
the campus has decreased its electrical consumption by 31 percent and its
natural gas consumption by 23 percent since 1998. And things get better.
UCSB’s custodial services department only uses Green Seal-certified
products and the Housing and Residential Services heads an extensive
waste reduction program that includes recycling used cooking oil for biofuel, composting food waste, and purchasing local and/or organic foods.
Students have plenty of opportunities to study sustainability in the classroom through UCSB’s Bren School of Environmental Science and
Management, and the Academic Senate is currently working on a sustainability general education requirement for all undergraduates. The
Ecological Coalition is the central organizing body for more than 35 environmentally-related student groups on campus, including the
Environmental Affairs Board, which has more than 800 student affiliates.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
3
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
7
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 76

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

23,143
47,046
38
3.96
540-660
610-720
560-680

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,798
$22,669
$900
$11,057
51

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
69
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
17
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
35

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

19,793
44,707
48
3.85
540-660
550-670
540-660

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$9,077
$31,746

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—SANTA BARBARA:
WHERE SUSTAINABLE DESIGN AND SUSTAINABLE
RESEARCH GO HAND-IN-HAND
UC Santa Barbara is known for making waves, and we’re not talking about hanging 10 on one of the stunning beaches within a stone’s throw of the university. UCSB became nationally known as a hotbed of antiVietnam War activity in the late 1960s and early 1970s. It was during this period that the university experienced one of the worst oil spills in U.S. history, prompting a group of 21 faculty to advocate for some form of
environmental education at UCSB. Just one year later, the university established its Environmental Studies
program, a multidisciplinary degree program now considered to be one of the most established and successful undergraduate environmental programs in the world.
That legacy of an interdisciplinary approach to environmental problem-solving continues today with UCSB’s
Bren School of the Environment. When it opened in 2002, the Bren School became one of the first 12 buildings
to achieve LEED certification in the country. Since then it has achieved not one, but two LEED Platinum certifications, when it was recertified LEED Platinum for its green operations and maintenance practices.
Home to 150+ students studying everything from snow hydrology to habitat restoration, the building features
operable windows that allow ocean breezes to flow through for natural cooling, office furniture made from
husks and newspapers, and floor tiles made from old tires. Since launching the Bren School, UCSB has established guidelines that require new buildings on campus to meet LEED Silver standards, at minimum.
Between the Bren School for the Environment, the adoption of LEED standards for new capital projects, and
a commitment to taking 25 existing buildings through the LEED for Existing Buildings: Operations of
Maintenance certification process, UCSB is doing it all.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—
SANTA CRUZ
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, COOK HOUSE, 1156 HIGH STREET, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95064
ADMISSIONS: 831-459-4008 • FAX: 831-459-4452 • FINANCIAL AID: 831-459-2963
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UCSC.EDU • WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.UCSC.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Along with the other universities in the California system, the
University of California—Santa Cruz is dedicated to cutting
greenhouse gas emissions, greening its design and construction projects on campus, and integrating sustainability at every institutional level. UCSC has been awarded several honors in recognition of its sustainability efforts, including making the top 10 of the Sierra Club’s list of
the Coolest (read: greenest) Schools. The EPA ranks the campus among the
top 10 green power purchasing colleges; the arboretum was named nonprofit of the year in 2008 by the Chuck Haugen Conservation Fund; and faculty and students have won a number of awards for specific sustainabilityfocused projects and research. Within the university, the Sustainability
Office is building a database of project ideas submitted by students, faculty, and staff to improve sustainable practices on campus, and encourages
students to apply for $10,000 grants to make their ideas a reality via the
College FilterForGood Eco-Challenge. Already, the campus boasts a 70
percent waste diversion rate and gets 20 percent of its energy from
renewable sources. The Sustainability Office offers internships, green
events, and the opportunity to serve on sustainability working groups.
Among the many student organizations on campus are the Student
Environmental Center, Friends of the Community Agroecology Network,
the Campus Sustainability Council, California Public Interest Research
Group, the Green Campus Program, California Student Sustainability
Coalition, Education for Sustainable Living Program, Environmental
Media Project, and the Program in Community and Agroecology.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
20
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

15,206
27,237
64
3.61
510-630
520-640
520-630

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$22,668
$10,095
$13,641
44

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL
FLORIDA
PO BOX 160111, ORLANDO, FL 32816-0111 • ADMISSIONS: 407-823-3000 • FAX: 407-823-5625
FINANCIAL AID: 407-823-2827 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@MAIL.UCF.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABLE.UCF.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a commuter campus, the University of Central Florida’s carbon footprint can be linked directly to the cars transporting students to its campus. For that reason, one of UCF’s earliest efforts to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions was to introduce a shuttle to improve the efficiency and convenience of transportation to campus for the predominantly
commuter population. A biodiesel project aims to supply the fuel needs
of the UCF fleet vehicles with alternative fuel. UCF may be the only
university in the nation with two vehicles in its fleet that operate entirely through the use of solar energy. UCF has also made efforts to meet
some of the university’s energy needs with renewable energy. UCF’s
department of sustainability and energy management launched a three
million-gallon thermal energy storage facility that should reduce the
cost of cooling the university. The annual Student Energy Conservation
Competition is a student outreach program to save energy and increase
student awareness on campus. In 2009, over 6,100 UCF residents participated, collectively reducing their energy usage by 13 percent.
Ultimately, UCF’s aim is to reach a state of carbon neutrality through
operational changes. UCF also looks to its immediate surroundings for
ways in which it can positively impact the environment. The Natural
Lands Program provides students, faculty, staff, and the local central
Florida community with the opportunity to preserve biodiversity within Florida’s unique habitats, promote responsible land use, and engage
in research.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
1101 E 58TH STREET, ROSENWALD HALL SUITE 105, CHICAGO, IL 60637 • ADMISSIONS: 773-702-8650
FAX: 773-702-4199 • FINANCIAL AID: 773-702-8655 • E-MAIL: COLLEGEADMISSIONS@UCHICAGO.EDU
WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.UCHICAGO.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of Chicago students are known for being some of
the smartest in American higher education, so it’s no surprise they’re leading the sustainability movement on the
university’s campus. In 2004, University of Chicago students
launched the Sustainability Council, and since then it’s been responsible
for leading a variety of environmental initiatives on campus, including
recycling programs, energy audits, conservation efforts, and Earth Week.
In concert with the Sustainability Council, facility services has led
efforts to construct energy-efficient utility plants on campus to provide
steam and chilled water. Facility services has also aggressively promoted alternative transportation on campus: Today, 90 percent of Chicago
students get to campus on foot, bike, or another form of alternative
transportation. The university’s recently formed Program on the Global
Environment includes an interdisciplinary Environmental Studies
major and minor, and offers a Calumet Quarter, a one-quarter, experience-based program in Environmental Studies designed to help students
bridge theory and practice. Chicago’s Argonne National Laboratory is
one of the U.S. Department of Energy’s oldest and largest national laboratories working to ensure a reliable supply of efficient and clean energy
for the future. Through the school’s affiliation with Argonne National
Laboratory, students on campus have access to environmental internship
opportunities. The university has adopted LEED Silver standards for
new construction on campus, and is currently pursuing LEED certification for green renovation of its Searle Chemistry Laboratory.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, athletics, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
No
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

45,048
32,335
47
3.71
530-620
560-650
510-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,526
$20,005
$8,540
28

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
21
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool
parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
0.2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,063
13,564
27
690-780
680-780
670-760

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,550

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI
PO BOX 210091, CINCINNATI, OH 45221-0091 • ADMISSIONS: 513-556-1100 • FAX: 513-556-1105
FINANCIAL AID: 513-556-6982 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UC.EDU/AF/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In the winter quarter of 2010, the University of Cincinnati
offered a new intro course on sustainability open to all
majors. The university takes its role as an environmental
steward seriously, incorporating the idea of sustainability
throughout university operations and classrooms. As a signatory of the
ACUPCC, UC is working in consultation with the Environmental
Studies department to reduce its carbon footprint with the ultimate goal
of becoming climate neutral. The campus boasts one LEED Gold and
four LEED Certified buildings with all new construction on campus
going forward is required to meet LEED Silver standards. UC’s Center
for Academic and Research Excellence (CARE)/Crawley Building has
been awarded LEED Gold certification. As an urban university, UC is
also specifically interested in studying sustainability issues in an urban
context. The university created the Center for Sustaining the Urban
Environment to conduct research and develop innovative solutions in
this area. UC’s sustainability efforts do not stop at building and
research, but extend into areas such as campus dining and food. All produce is purchased from a purveyor that works with local farms, and all
seafood served is considered sustainable by the Monterey Bay
Aquarium Seafood Watch Program. Residential restaurants have eliminated the use of food trays, joining a national trend to reduce wasted
food and save on water and cleaning products used to clean the trays.
Student volunteers took up the cause for the second year in a row during the 2009 football season, recycling almost 11,000 pounds of plastic,
metal, glass, and cardboard with the help of vendors, athletes, and fans.

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO—BOULDER
552 UCB, BOULDER, CO 80309-0552 • ADMISSIONS: 303-492-6301 • FAX: 303-492-7115
FINANCIAL AID: 303-492-5091 • WEBSITE: HTTP://ECENTER.COLORADO.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Colorado—Boulder is home to the nation’s
oldest Environmental Center, which opened in 1970. In
another first, CU—Boulder students created the first campus recycling program in 1974. CU—Boulder was also an
early signer of the Talloires Declaration and created its first
blueprint for campus sustainability in 2000. It’s been full speed ahead
ever since. In just one year alone, CU—Boulder implemented a campus
garden, set up recycling facilities, erected a water refill station, and
installed solar panels. Previous green projects have included a sculptural installation of recycled materials and a highly visible wind farm, signaling the university’s new direction in energy sourcing and use. The
plan to lower energy consumption and lessen the school’s impact on the
environment ranges from environmentally-friendly procurement policies
(95 percent of cleaning products are Green Seal-certified) to top-notch
recycling efforts (the university diverts 35 percent of its waste from landfills). CU—Boulder’s reputation as one of the nation’s best destinations
for environmental education is at least partially due to its top-notch
research programs and opportunities (CU—Boulder’s $90.8 million in
funded environmental research ranks third among the nation’s universities). That money trickles down to students in the form of research
opportunities in everything from ecobiology to sustainable architecture.
CU—Boulder’s career center hosts a “Global Impact Expo” which specifically showcases environmental, social service, health, nonprofit, and
humanitarian organizations. In addition, a faculty-guided student
organization called ICE (Investigating Careers in the Environment)
brings environmental leaders to the campus to answer questions about
their careers and discuss emerging trends in the green jobs sector.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, car share,
carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 8

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

20,183
14,333
61
3.4
500-610
520-640
490-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,896
$22,419
$1,503
$9,702
23

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, bike
share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

10

Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

26,405
19,694
84
3.55
530-630
550-650

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,446
$25,400
$1,486
$10,378
29

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT
2131 HILLSIDE ROAD, UNIT 3088, STORRS, CT 06268-3088 • ADMISSIONS: 860-486-3137
FAX: 860-486-1476 • FINANCIAL AID: 860-486-2819 • E-MAIL: BEAHUSKY@UCONN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ECOHUSKY.UCONN.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a public research land and sea grant university, the
University of Connecticut is home to many degree programs
and related centers and institutes that provide sustainability research opportunities, among them the Center for
Environmental Sciences and Engineering, Global Fuel Cell Center,
Center for Land Use Education and Research, and Rankin Marine
Sciences Laboratory at the Avery Point campus. The university is an
ACUPCC signatory, and five different workgroups are overseeing the
development of a climate action plan. Already, a quarter of the energy
used on campus comes from green sources. The formal Academic Plan
currently in place lists the environment as one of three “areas of excellence” and has resulted in the university investing in academic and
research programs focused on sustainability, such as the start-up of
EcoHouse, an environmental living and learning community, and creating new majors and certification programs related to environmental literacy. The university has committed to achieving LEED Silver certification on new construction and major renovations, an especially significant commitment considering that UConn has 10 years and $1.3 billion
remaining on a 20-year, $2.3 billion, state bond-funded capital improvement program. When it comes to students, EcoHusky, the environmental action organization, is one of the most active groups on campus
(there are 500 students on its distribution list!), and organizes events
such as a Climate Change Teach-In to increase awareness and involvement on campus, an annual Green Week, and EcoMadness, an interdorm energy and water conservation contest.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE
210 SOUTH COLLEGE AVE., NEWARK, DE 19716-6210 • ADMISSIONS: 302-831-8123 • FAX: 302-831-6905
FINANCIAL AID: 302-831-8761 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UDEL.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UDEL.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Research. Action. Engagement. These are the three principles guiding the University of Deleware’s path to sustainability. The university “has almost a dozen research centers
devoted to sustainability-related research” including the
newly opened Center for Energy and Environmental Policy, which completed UD’s carbon emissions inventory and published a climate action
plan in 2009. UD is taking action on its sustainability goals by performing energy audits and energy retrofits of buildings across campus and
implementing sustainability initiatives throughout the university.
Trayless dining is in effect across all university dining halls, green purchasing guidelines have been implemented, and single-stream recycling
is in place across the campus. UD’s launch of the Football Game Day
Recycling Program has added to these efforts, diverting as much as 10
tons of waste in one shot! UD engages by introducing sustainabilityrelated coursework in areas of study such as engineering, history, geography, wildlife ecology and more. The university’s Academic and Student
Life Task Force on Sustainability is involved in raising awareness of sustainability through multiple events on campus. UD’s career services
office holds panels on sustainable careers and several staff members
have expertise on green jobs. As part of its efforts to make a difference
beyond campus borders, UD created the University of Delaware Energy
Institute, focused on creating and integrating solutions for energy sustainability, and the Center for Carbon-Free Power Integration, concentrating on energy storage and connection of renewable energy sources.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
28
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
25
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,691
21,999
50
550-640
570-670
550-650

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,632
$23,232
$2,254
$10,120
34

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, dedicated bike lane.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation.
Waste diversion rate (%)
29
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

15,757
24,744
57
3.5
520-630
540-650
520-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,540
$22,240
$946
$9,066
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UNIVERSITY OF DENVER
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, 2197 S. UNIVERSITY BLVD, DENVER, CO 80208 • ADMISSIONS: 303-871-2036
FAX: 303-871-3301 • FINANCIAL AID: 303.871.2880 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@DU.EDU
WEBSITE: CTL.DU.EDU/GREEN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Denver isn’t just talking about the environmental crisis; it wants to “DU Something About It.” As
early as the 2004–2005 school year, students petitioned to
have wind power on campus and voted to financially support the cost of implementation through an increased student activity fee. One year later the university agreed to purchase 15
million kilowatt hours of wind power a year for two years, representing
over a quarter of the university’s overall energy use. The university’s
latest sustainability campaign puts rubber to the road through a campus-wide bike lending program largely driven by DU students. The university became a signatory of the ACUPCC in 2007. Since then it has
conducted an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions and is in the
process of finalizing a Climate Action Plan. In the meantime, DU has
been making significant strides toward a greener campus. The university’s recycling initiative “placed 3,000 new blue bins in offices, classrooms and labs,” and DU’s new building, the $40 million Nagel Hall, is
the second certified LEED Gold building on campus. DU’s
Environmental Team is a student-run organization whose latest project
is the development of a Bridge Community Garden on campus. The university’s career center “speaks to students about green jobs,” and is
working on developing more targeted programming for students interested in green careers.

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
201 CRISER HALL, BOX 114000, GAINESVILLE, FL 32611-4000 • ADMISSIONS: 352-392-1365
FAX: 904-392-3987 • FINANCIAL AID: 352-392-1271 WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.UFL.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Dr. J. Bernard Machen, president of the University of
Florida, is serious about sustainability, as evidenced by his
“State of Sustainability” address each Earth Day and the
major environmental initiatives he's implemented since his
2004 appointment. University of Florida is aiming to be a
zero-waste campus by 2015. In pursuit of this goal, recycling is rampant
across campus, even at Gator games, where volunteers collected over
26,000 pounds of recyclable material in 2007. UF was the first school to
sign the ACUPCC and is aiming to be carbon neutral by 2025. Again,
Gator athletics are a major part of this effort: UF hosted the first carbon neutral college football game in 2007 (against FSU). The game generated 1,750 metric tons of carbon dioxide, and UF offset this through
the management of 18 acres of pine in Dixie County. UF has 10 LEEDcertified buildings on campus and the first certified LEED Gold building in Florida. All new buildings will meet LEED Silver standards at a
minimum. The university offers over 110 courses on environmental
issues, including a minor in Sustainability Studies and a major in
Sustainability and the Built Environment. It is also home to the Florida
Institute for Sustainable Energy and the Water Institute, two hubs of
environmental research and advocacy on campus. There are 15 active
student groups working on sustainability, not to mention the UF
Student Government, which has an environmental affairs cabinet secretary to coordinate campus efforts.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
32
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,314
8,411
70
3.68
540-640
550-650
520-620

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,596
43

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed
ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 67
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

34,094
27,612
39
4.1
570-680
590-700

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,373
$23,744
$7,500
23

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA RAISES THE ROOF
ON GREEN BUILDING
There must be something in the water at the University of Florida. A short list of UF alumni would include:
professional athletes, several Olympians, Nobel Peace prize winners, college presidents, and no fewer than
11 Florida state governors. With a new undergraduate program in Sustainability and the Built Environment,
UF’s reputation for producing world-class leaders in every sector now extends to sustainable development.
Indeed, the built environment at UF is already an exemplary model for other schools to follow. In 2001, UF
adopted LEED for all major new construction and renovation projects. UF is a leader in green building, eventually upgrading to a standard of LEED Gold certification for all new construction and major renovations as
opposed to LEED Silver, which is the de facto requirement for most universities’ green building standards. In
addition, UF has committed 32 buildings to go through the LEED for Existing Buildings: Operations and
Maintenance certification process for existing buildings, an impressive model for the greening of existing building stock on campus. To date, the campus boasts one Platinum-certified building, two LEED Gold-certified
buildings, two LEED Silver buildings and 10 LEED Certified buildings.
UF has made its green building policies available on its website as a model for others to model and has integrated LEED into the curriculum through the Sustainability and the Built Environment curriculum. Today,
the university boasts over 110 course offerings related to sustainability. In 2005, UF became a Certified
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary in recognition of its environmental and wildlife management, resource conservation, environmental education, and waste management efforts. Just one year later, UF became one of
the first universities in the country to offer an undergraduate degree in Organic Agriculture.

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
TERRELL HALL, ATHENS, GA 30602 • ADMISSIONS: 706-542-8776 • FAX: 706-542-1466
FINANCIAL AID: 706-542-6147 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRAD@ADMISSIONS.UGA.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://GOGREEN.UGA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
More than 100 members of the University of Georgia faculty have joined together to create the Academy of the
Environment, “a venue for cross-disciplinary collaboration
in research, graduate and undergraduate training, and public education and outreach.” In a speech last fall to the Academy, UGA’s
president noted that sustainability is “part of every construction decision we make, virtually every management decision we make, and
many of our purchasing decisions. That’s what I call ‘responsible environmentalism.’ It includes sustainability as part of the decision-making
process.” This commitment has been inspired at least in part by conditions on the ground. In the face of a historic drought, UGA has had to
take aggressive steps to conserve water on campus, such as installing
rain gardens, planting native species, installing low-flow toilets and
showerheads, recycling water in research labs, and even limiting flushes in stadium bathrooms during football games. The result of this
“Every Drop Counts” campaign is that water use on campus is down 30
percent. UGA is home to the Eugene Odum School of Ecology, “the
world’s first stand-alone school devoted to teaching, research, and public service in the areas of ecology and environmental studies.” However,
students and faculty from a variety of academic departments conduct
research related to environmental issues. For example, Engineering
students have conducted energy audits on campus buildings; students
in the College of Journalism and Mass Communication look for ways to
promote energy conservation and recycling; and students in the River
Basin Science and Policy Center research water quality in area streams.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), preferred parking
for low-emitting/fuel-efficient vehicles, dedicated bike
lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, student
life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
3

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

25,882
17,776
54
3.83
560-660
570-670
570-660

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,530
$25,740

THE SCHOOLS

29

137

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 122 E. CULLEN BUILDING, HOUSTON, TX 77204-2023
ADMISSIONS: 713-743-1010 • FAX: 713-743-9633 • FINANCIAL AID: 713-743-9051
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UH.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.UH.EDU/AF/GREENUH

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Sustainable” might not be the first word you think of to describe a university in Texas, that is, unless you’re talking about the University of
Houston. UH takes seriously environmentalist Paul Hawken’s injunction
“to leave the world better than you found it.” UH’s efforts to become an
environmentally aware and sustainable community begin with promoting
environmental literacy on campus through education and continue with
behavioral changes that advance sustainable practices. UH has committed to using AASHE's and its Sustainability Tracking Assessment and
Reporting System (STARS) in developing sustainable strategies.
Initiatives launched to date include the grand opening of the new
Burdette Keeland Jr. Design Exploration Center, which boasts the only
sloped, green roof in the city. The roof is designed to reduce flooding, clean
the air, conserve energy, and reduce the heat island effect of urban buildings. The Keeland Center project was awarded a Certificate of
Recognition from Keep Houston Beautiful. UH’s Campus Sustainability
Task Force worked with the student-run Environmental Club to create
the Cougar Community Garden, which provides fresh produce for campus
dining as well as opportunities for experiential learning. In fact, the task
Force actively pursues opportunities for faculty and staff to research campus sustainability issues. UH Dining Services worked with its service
provider to introduce trayless dining to the campus. UH aims to exceed
minimum recycling requirements set forth by the state, and is taking part
in the national RecycleMania competition to encourage recycling awareness and participation.

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO
UI ADMISSIONS OFFICE, PO BOX 444264, MOSCOW, ID 83844-4264 • ADMISSIONS: 208-885-6326
FAX: 208-885-9119 • FINANCIAL AID: 208-885-6312 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UIDAHO.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UISC.UIDAHO.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Idaho is systematically building an infrastructure to support sustainability efforts on campus. The
university has signed the Talloires Agreement, joined the
ACUPCC and Chicago Climate Exchange, hired a
Sustainability Coordinator, launched a Sustainability Center, and
formed committees and task forces to assess and develop long-term
plans to address sustainability issues on campus. UI has converted an
on-campus steam plant to a biomass boiler, returned a total of 84 acres
to native vegetation to eliminate emissions from grounds upkeep, and
allocated $35 million for energy conservation projects. Recent initiatives
include replacing nearly all incandescent lights on campus with energyefficient CFLs and installing photocell, occupancy sensors, and timed
switches in campus buildings. These lighting initiatives alone have
saved the university $200,000 per year in electric cost savings. All new
construction and major renovations on campus must meet LEED Silver
standards, and a green roof is planned for installation on the Student
Union Building. UI is home to the Fall and Spring Career Expo of the
Palouse, which is co-sponsored by the University of Idaho and
Washington State University. These events are two of the largest career
fairs in the Pacific Northwest, and feature many jobs and employers in
the green sector. The UI Sustainability Center is funded by a $5 per student per semester sustainability fee and supports a number of studentled research projects, selected through a competitive process each year.
Environmental Science students have the opportunity to conduct sustainability research through their senior research and thesis capstone
course.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

7

Yes
30
Yes
No
No
7
No
Yes
20
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

27,602
11,542
79
3.33
460-570
490-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,213
$13,643
$2,954
$6,935
35

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

8,757
5,110
80
3.38
490-600
400-610
460-570

Cost
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$10,080
$4,932
$7,242
37

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS & RECORDS, BOX 5220 M/C 018, CHICAGO, IL 60680-5220
ADMISSIONS: 312-996-4350 • FAX: 312-996-2953 • FINANCIAL AID: 312-996-3126
E-MAIL: WWW.UIC.EDU/DEPTS/OAR/CONTACT/HTM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
With its pledge to make sustainability a focal point of planning and growth, the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC)
signed the Illinois Sustainable University Compact and the
ACUPCC, created an Office of Sustainability, and charged it
with creating UIC’s first Climate Action Plan, currently being finalized.
UIC has introduced several initiatives to spark the move toward a greener campus. UnPlug! is an energy conservation campaign that challenges
members of the UIC campus to reduce its energy consumption by 2 percent in one year simply by changing personal behavior (currently the
university spends tens of millions of dollars on electricity each year!).
The UIC Recycling Program encourages the conservation of resources
through a combination of reducing, reusing, and recycling. The UIC
Recycling office works with other campus organizations to make recycling easy while raising campus awareness about environmental issues.
UIC is also attacking its carbon footprint in the area of transportation by
supporting alternative modes of transportation such as car sharing and
carpooling. The UIC Transportation Options Internship is part of a larger project with UIC and other Chicago universities and the Chicago
Department of Transportation. Interns promote walking, biking, and
transit use on campus as well as coordinate projects with the Office of
Sustainability such as creating bike parking opportunities for community members and pursuing grants for other alternative transportation
projects. Students can also work on sustainability research under the
guidance of UIC’s Institute for Environmental Science and Policy.
Student organizations include EcoCampus, Terra Society, and Engineers
without Borders, among others.

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
901 WEST ILLINOIS STREET, URBANA, IL 61801 • ADMISSIONS: 217-333-0302 • FAX: 217-244-0903
FINANCIAL AID: 217-333-0100 • E-MAIL: UGRADADMISSIONS@UIUC.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.ILLINOIS.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign isn’t flying blind when it
comes to sustainability initiatives. The school has committed to the
goals of reducing its overall energy use by 10 percent in the next three
years, and, in the next five years, reducing its energy use to 1990 levels
(approximately 17 percent less than current levels). UIUC is actively
restructuring its energy accounting system and, as an incentive to conserve resources, will charge units for energy used and offer rewards for
energy-use reductions. In line with this, the university recently opened
its $66 million LEED Gold College of Business. All new construction and
renovation of existing buildings on campus will strive for the same level
of excellence. In fact, the school has invested $100 million so far in
building retrofits and updates to ensure that the campus is “more sustainable, uses less energy, and has less sprawl.” At last count, six buildings at UIUC have been retrofitted, resulting in “an average energy
reduction of 29 percent per building.” Other conservation efforts include
a steam trap maintenance program, the installation of energy recovery
wheels, the use of 30 percent of the university’s deferred maintenance
program funds to purchase energy-related components, the purchase of
three hybrid vehicles for the campus service fleet, and the installation
of a biodiesel tank. In an effort to fund these and future green initiatives, the Student Sustainability Committee has created two student
fees: one, a Clean Energy Technology fee ($2 per student per semester),
and the other, a Sustainable Campus Environment fee ($5 per student
per semester).

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, car share, carpool parking,
dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
No
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

15,986
14,661
63
460-630
510-660
490-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,457–$7,610
$11,652–13,805
49

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
0.02
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
5
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

30,395
21,645
71
540-670
630-740

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,502
$21,895
$2,001
$8,196

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
107 CALVIN HALL, IOWA CITY, IA 52242 • ADMISSIONS: 319-335-3847 • FAX: 319-333-1535
FINANCIAL AID: 319-335-1450 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UIOWA.EDU
WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.UIOWA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
With Big 10 athletics, a world-renowned Writer’s Workshop,
and a reputation as a public Ivy already to its credit, now the
University of Iowa can add green campus trailblazer to its
list of accomplishments. The University of Iowa was one of
the first institutions of higher education to join the Chicago Climate
Exchange. Under this legally binding agreement, UI will be required to
achieve a 6 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2010. The
university is ahead of its pace toward this goal, thanks to aggressive targets set by UI’s Energy Conservation and Management Plan to achieve
10 percent energy reduction and 15 percent energy from renewable
sources by 2013. Plans are in place to develop a 100 percent renewable
energy power system for UI’s research campus. Sustainable design practices have been in place for a decade, leading to three LEED-certified
buildings on campus and a fourth building being considered for LEED
certification. The university has established an Office of Sustainability
(with a whopping 22 staff members!), to help construct its sustainability
agenda. UI’s creation of “10 new interdisciplinary sustainability faculty
positions” and a new undergraduate Sustainability Studies certificate is
helping the university integrate sustainability into its academic mission.
The “Consider Iowa” program at UI’s career center offers opportunities
to learn about environmental jobs in Iowa. Organizations such as the
Army Corps of Engineers, the EPA, and the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources often recruit UI graduates. There are several student groups
working on sustainability initiatives on campus, including: the
Environmental Law Society, Future Physicians for the Environment,
and the Environmental Coalition.

UNIVERSITY OF LA VERNE
1950 THIRD STREET, LA VERNE, CA 91750 • ADMISSIONS: 909-392-2800 • FAX: 909-392-2714
FINANCIAL AID: 1-800-649-0160 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ULV.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.LAVERNE.EDU/RESOURCES-SERVICES/FACILITIES-MANAGEMENT/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of La Verne’s Sustainable Campus Consortium was created in 2002 to raise awareness and understanding of environmental
issues as well as take the lead in developing initiatives to improve La
Verne’s conservation and sustainability practices. Conservation, in fact,
is the key word when it comes to the university’s efforts to respond to
the environment. Since 2003, La Verne’s recycling program has collected over 100,000 pounds of cardboard and paper for recycling, resulting
in it being only one of five colleges in the state of California to be awarded a WRAP award from the California Integrated Waste Management
Board. La Verne is also keen on keeping tabs on its energy and water
use through regular auditing, which enables the school to address consumption issues in a timely manner. La Verne is working toward energy-efficiency through the installation of new and improved lighting fixtures and a central cooler. The university’s water conservation plan
includes the installation of energy-efficient plumbing fixtures, improved
irrigation on campus, and the use of xeriscaping (from the Greek
“xeros,” which means “dry”) in lieu of traditional landscaping, which
tends to encourage the use of non-native plants which in turn results in
high water bills. La Verne brings its dedication to sustainability into the
classroom by offering environmentally-focused academic programs,
such as Environmental Biology and Environmental Management.
Additionally, La Verne works to provide students with low-impact food
by using 20 percent of food expenditures to purchase local and/or organic foods.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
Cambus is free to all citizens.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, transportation, health
services, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
11
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

19,899
15,060
83
3.57
500-640
560-690

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,782
$21,156
$1,042
$8,004
30

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,507
1,452
68
3.32
440-550
440-560
430-540

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$29,800
$10,440
71

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
5713 CHADBOURNE HALL, ORONO, ME 04469-5713 • ADMISSIONS: 207-581-1561
FAX: 207-581-1213 • FINANCIAL AID: 207-581-1324 • E-MAIL: UM-ADMIT@MAINE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.UMAINE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Maine has an innovative program to cut
back on the use of motor vehicles: it provides free bicycles to
be used by faculty, staff, students, and even visitors not
affiliated with the school. Old bikes are donated by members of the community, refurbished by student groups, and placed
around campus. A free shuttle also takes students from campus to
downtown Orono. The result? Hundreds of UM students biking to class
and using the shuttle to get around town, which equals hundreds of
fewer car trips each year. UM is a green leader in other ways as well.
The school has a full-time Sustainability Coordinator and a
Sustainability Council made up of students, faculty and staff. Under
their guidance, the university has made a commitment to avoid sprawl,
restore local habitats, and achieve carbon neutrality by 2040. Students
have plenty of opportunities to become involved in environmental issues
on campus. UM’s new student orientation includes sustainability programming, and Eco Reps in residence halls coordinate recycling programs and lead other environmental initiatives. UM recycles over 500
tons of paper products per year, and every office and classroom has at
least one paper-recycling bin. All new buildings on campus must meet
LEED Silver standards, and existing buildings are going green—two
are already outfitted with residential-scale solar thermal systems.
Faculty and students research sustainable energy, including cellulosic
ethanol, wind, and tidal power (with help from a $300,000 Green Loan
Fund supported by the University of Maine Foundation).

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND—
BALTIMORE COUNTY
1000 HILLTOP CIRCLE, BALTIMORE, MD 21250 • ADMISSIONS: 410-455-2291 • FAX: 410-455-1094
FINANCIAL AID: 410-455-2387 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UMBC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UMBC.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
UMBC’s commitment to green stretches from the grassroots
to the Ivory Tower. In 2009, four Biodiesel Club students at
the University of Maryland—Baltimore won seed funding
from MTV Switch’s “Dream It, Do It” Challenge, an international competition for the best sustainability ideas from young people
around the world. Their project? Producing biofuel from cow manure.
Students are also working to bring a farmer’s market, composting, and a
community garden to campus. UMBC was recently awarded a $2.9 million dollar grant from the National Science Foundation to establish a doctoral program in “Water and the Urban Environment.” UMBC has
already made huge strides toward sustainability. An ACUPCC signatory
since 2008, the university has retrofitted its central plant with high-efficiency boilers, chillers, and hot water pumps; installed low-flow toilets,
urinals, and showerheads to reduce water consumption; and switched to
CFL bulbs. Today, 21 percent of the school’s energy comes from renewable
resources, and 80 percent of the cleaning products used on campus are
Green Seal-certified. UMBC is home to the Performing Arts and
Humanities Facility, a building designed with green attributes. Project
Greenthumb is an educational campaign on campus that teaches students, faculty, and staff how to recycle appropriately, and campus dining
services has implemented an incentive plan for cutting down on food
waste. Customers who bring back a cleaned plate are entered into an
ongoing raffle. Students interested in sustainability can join the Students
for Environmental Awareness club or participate in research projects.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
7
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking,
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
30
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 70
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

8,759
6,786
80
3.18
470-580
480-590
460-560

Cost
Annual tuition
varies by residency
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid
46

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
carpool parking, campus shuttle service for all.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
21
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,815
6,047
69
3.61
530-630
550-660
530-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,872
$18,213
$9,050
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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND—
COLLEGE PARK
MITCHELL BUILDING, COLLEGE PARK, MD 20742-5235 • ADMISSIONS: 301-314-8385 • FAX: 301-314-9693
FINANCIAL AID: 301-314-9000 • E-MAIL: UM-ADMIT@UGA.UMD.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.UMD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Maryland—College Park has signed the ACUPCC, and
is developing its climate action plan even as it works to integrate sustainability across the university curriculum and develop a sustainability
ethic in campus culture. Recycling is one measure of the school’s success:
The campus recycling rate increased from 17 percent in 2003 to an
impressive 50 percent in 2008. As a large research university, Maryland
is home to many research centers that give students an opportunity to
get real-world experience in sustainability-oriented issues. The Career
center hosts an annual Green Jobs Fair to help students incorporate sustainability into their career plans. In October 2009, the university was
named “America’s Greenest Campus” by Climate Culture for having the
largest number of campus community members register to calculate
their carbon footprint, which brought a $5,000 prize to student organizers to support sustainability on campus. A new University Sustainability
Council is in place to advise the president, the Office of Sustainability,
and the campus community at large about issues related to the integration of sustainability into campus operations. As a result, many green
practices have been put into place across campus, including: a commitment to LEED Silver standards for new buildings; energy-conserving
renovations; a green roof; an impressive storm water management system; low-flow faucets, toilets, and showerheads in dorms; water- and
energy-efficient dishwashers used by dining services; a composting program; discontinued use of Styrofoam containers in favor of biodegradable
ones; and use of water-conserving grass on the university’s golf course.

UNIVERSITY OF
MASSACHUSETTS—AMHERST

UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS CENTER, 37 MATHER DR., AMHERST, MA 01003-9291
ADMISSIONS: 413-545-0222 • FAX: 413-545-4312 • FINANCIAL AID: 413-545-0801
E-MAIL: MAIL@ADMISSIONS.UMASS.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.UMASS.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of Massachusetts—Amherst has initiated several
large-scale environmental initiatives across campus. The construction of a new central heating plan provides all of the campus’ heating needs and meets almost 80 percent of its electrical needs. The
Physical Plant Energy Conservation Project is working on a $43 million
energy conservation plan that involves more than 40 individual energy conservation measures. Water conservation is another area of major focus.
Low-flow fixtures have replaced less efficient plumbing fixtures in many
campus facilities, and treated effluent from a local water treatment plant is
now used for the university’s steam plant, reducing the consumption of
potable water. Since 2001, UMass Fleet Services has used a bio-diesel blend
of fuel, reducing carbon monoxide and hydrocarbon content significantly.
Green building practices are being utilized in the construction of the new
Integrated Sciences Building. Features include a rainwater collection system and roof garden. The Office of Waste Management manages a comprehensive recycling program that has helped the university achieve a recycling rate of over 50 percent. The university’s dining services dedicates
approximately 25 percent of its annual produce budget to the “Be A Local
Hero, Buy Locally Grown” program, which supports sustainable agricultural practices and local farms. “Students in the Environmental Sciences
Program actively participate in independent studies projects with faculty,”
and the College of Natural Resources and the Environment “provides indepth advisement and guidance on green jobs using an established network
of local and national contacts and internship sites in the green industry.”
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
11
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool
parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2.5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

25,898
28,331
42
3.93
580-680
620-710

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,556
$22,503
$1,487
$9,377
26

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, bike
sharing program pilot, spring 2010
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 65
% school grounds maintained organically
12

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

20,287
29,452
67
3.6
520-630
540-650

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,732
$23,229
41

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS—BOSTON
100 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MA 02125-3393 • ADMISSIONS: 617-287-6000
FAX: 617-287-5999 • FINANCIAL AID: 617-287-6300 • E-MAIL: ENROLLMENT.INFO@UMB.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UMB.EDU/RECYCLING_SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of Massachusetts—Boston has a longstanding commitment to
sustainability. In 2004, it was declared the “Sustainable Public Agency of
the Year” by the state’s department of environmental protection. It’s the
only public university in Massachusetts to have signed the international
Talloires Declaration, committing it to sustainability in all academics and
operations. It’s also part of the Leadership Circle of the American College
and University Presidents’ Climate Change Commitment. It has pledged
to reduce its emissions by 80 percent by 2050. The school has an extensive recycling program—each year, it recycles 250,000 pounds of paper
and 30,000 pounds of bottles and cans. The UMass—Boston campus center is a model of sustainability, and was designed with many green features. Many lighting systems are attached to motion sensors, and many
campus shuttles run on compressed natural gas, which is cleaner and
more efficient than traditional fuel. Dining services are also green at
UMass—Boston. Leftover food as well as biodegradable plates and trays
from the campus Center dining hall are composted. Organic coffee and
locally grown food is widely available. The university also helps run a
“Campaign to Conserve” initiative through which it provides tips to help
students cut their energy use. UMass—Boston offers an undergrad program in Environmental Studies. Because the school is located near the
harbor, students have plenty of opportunities to get their hands wet while
researching the marine environment. Student groups and the administration coordinate popular events on Earth Day and America Recycles
Day. One student group, the Sustainability Club, initiated a renewable
energy fee to fund green energy initiatives on campus.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
101 WILDER TOWER, MEMPHIS, TN 38152 • ADMISSIONS: 901-678-2111 • FAX: 901-678-3053
FINANCIAL AID: 901-678-4825 • E-MAIL: RECRUITMENT@MEMPHIS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MEMPHIS.EDU/GREENCAMPUS

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The emphasis is on the “living” in “living and learning green” at the
University of Memphis. UM’s new women’s dorm, like most new construction on campus, will meet LEED Silver standards and will be one
of the first such public buildings in Tennessee. Other green construction
efforts include the Terra House in downtown Memphis, a demonstration
house whose design, presentation drawings, and construction documents were all produced by UM students. The university’s newly
formed Sustainability Committee has established a Green Campus
Initiative, which impacts everything from the school curriculum to campus design. And boy, have they been busy. Recently, UM’s Center for
Biofuel Energy and Sustainable Technologies hosted the school’s firstever Sustainable Technologies Awareness Day, highlighting the numerous eco-friendly initiatives in development by the university. The
Center’s bio-diesel production unit is working to convert recycled cooking oil from the school’s dining facilities into bio-diesel fuel for use in
university vehicles and generators. Last spring, the University of
Memphis partnered with Apple to collect 155 tons of old electronic
equipment during a citywide Electronics Recycling Day in an effort to
keep the toxic materials commonly used in producing computers from
seeping from landfills into groundwater. As if that weren’t enough, student groups like TIGUrS (Tigers Initiative for Gardens in Urban
Settings) and the Environmental Action Club have been involved with
creating community gardens on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
35
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

10,130
6,050
61
3
460-570
480-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$1,714
$9,758
$8,897
52

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, vanpool, market based
pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 40
% school grounds maintained organically
1

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

16,011
6,156
67
3.23

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,480
$13,204

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, PO BOX 248025, CORAL GABLES, FL 33124-4616 • ADMISSIONS: 305-284-4323
FAX: 305-284-2507 • FINANCIAL AID: 305-284-2270 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@MIAMI.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.MIAMI.EDU/UMGREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
With a mascot like the Hurricanes, the University of Miami
has no choice but to take sustainability seriously. In addition to signing the Talloires Declaration and the ACUPCC,
UM has also signed the Panama Pact, collaborating on a
cutting edge education and research facility that addresses “present and
twenty-second century challenges” with an emphasis on sustainable
technology. In 2002, the university began planning the first green highrise facility in South Florida. Completed, the eight buildings give UM
well over one million green square feet! Seventy-five percent of campus
buildings have seen recent energy-related retrofits, and close to threequarters of cleaning products used on campus are Green Seal-certified.
The university recently adopted the more efficient and user-friendly single-stream recycling process. Through UBike, UM offers discounted
bicycles, accessories (including helmets), and repairs. The university
also gives parking rebates to hybrid drivers. As a large research university, UM has a vast array of sustainability-focused classes and majors,
and research opportunities are available through the Abess Center for
Ecosystem Science and Policy, the Clean Energy Research Institute, the
Renewable Energy Research Lab, the Climate Studies Group, and the
Pew Institute for Ocean Science. The university maintains a list of current faculty experts on topics like climate change, alternative energy,
and the Everglades, making it easier for students to identify potential
research advisors. The career center also hosts dedicated green job fairs.
Campus awareness and sustainability efforts are coordinated through
Green U, an Office of Environmental Health and Safety organization,
with an environmental emphasis.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN—
ANN ARBOR
1220 STUDENT ACTIVITIES BUILDING, ANN ARBOR, MI 48109-1316 • ADMISSIONS: 734-764-7433
FAX: 734-936-0740 • FINANCIAL AID: 734-763-6600 • WEBSITE: WWW.GRAHAM.UMICH.EDU/INDEX.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Michigan—Ann Arbor has created a Graham
Environmental Sustainability Institute that serves as the locus of sustainability initiatives on campus. The Graham Institute is a collaborative partnership of nine U of M schools and colleges that works to create and disseminate knowledge about complex environmental sustainability issues.
Despite almost a 10 percent increase in the campus population over the last
six years, energy use levels on campus have remained constant. But the
university wants to do better. In 2008, the university launched Planet Blue,
a three-year energy conservation campaign that will increase energy-efficiency on campus through building retrofits, energy-saving technologies,
and behavioral changes from users. Through this campaign, University of
Michigan hopes to cut utility costs by 10 percent over the next three years.
The university is hedging its bets on energy conservation through the
launch of yet another energy-efficiency campaign, the Climate Savers
Computing Initiative (CSCI). CSCI was created to reduce the school’s energy consumption from IT devices by 10 percent over the next two years
through a series of small changes like promoting laptop use, consolidating
server rooms, and developing a green purchasing strategy. The university’s
sustainability profile was thrust into the national spotlight through the
launch of a “Green Game” that aired on ESPN in 2009. The game showcased UMichigan’s Zero-Waste Tailgate (credited with diverting 500 pounds
of waste from landfills) and cast a special spotlight on the university’s Solar
Car team. Speaking of transportation, more than 50 percent of the campus
fleet of 1,000+ vehicles runs on biodiesel, ethanol fuel, or hybrid technology.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
15
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 73

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,855
21,844
44
4.2
570-680
600-700
570-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,540
$648
$10,800
47

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty
Waste diversion rate (%)
33
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 35
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

26,127
29,965
50
3.75
590-690
640-740
600-700

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$12,211
$35,974
$189
$8,924
25

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA—
DULUTH

25 SOLON CAMPUS CENTER, 1117 UNIVERSITY, DULUTH, MN 55812-3000 • ADMISSIONS: 218-726-7171
FAX: 218-726-7040 • FINANCIAL AID: 218-726-8000 • E-MAIL: UMDADMIS@D.UMN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ADDINGUPTOZERO.COM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
What a difference a year makes. In the fall of 2008, the
University of Minnesota—Duluth established its Office of
Sustainability. Just one year later, it achieved a 65 percent
waste diversion rate; retrofitted 100 percent of buildings on campus for
energy efficiency; and converted 30 percent of students’ trips around
campus to alternative sources. Not bad for a university that only became
a signatory of the ACUPCC in 2009. Other green initiatives on campus
include UMD’s Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program, which is
designed to reduce the university’s negative environmental impact on
the surrounding watersheds and ultimately the Lake Superior ecosystem. To assist with this, UMD has built a rain garden on campus that
can hold as much as 60,000 gallons of water and consists of plantings
and a drain tile and water level control system. Through a partnership
with the Duluth Transit Authority, UMD provides unlimited, free rides
for students, faculty, and staff anytime, anywhere around the Twin Ports
area. UMD is working hard to create opportunities in sustainable education and research. A weather station was installed on the roof of UMD’s
Malosky Stadium to aid in future research in the area of concentrated
photovoltaic systems (CPV). The Sustainable Agriculture Project is an
experiential venue whose activities revolve around stewardship of a fouracre heritage apple orchard and a 10-acre field for vegetable production.
The National Resources Research Institute at UMD is focused on applying waste reduction to creatively “Add up to ZERO” in industry and business. Its current project involves developing a successful business model
for mattress recycling that can be replicated nationally.

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA—TWIN CITIES
240 WILLIAMSON HALL, 231 PILLSBURY DRIVE SE, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55455-0213
ADMISSIONS: 612-625-2008 • FAX: 612-626-1693 • FINANCIAL AID: 612-624-1111
WEBSITE: WWW.UMN.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
If you’re interested in applying sustainable strategies to traditional
business and entrepreneurial practices, University of Minnesota in the
Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul may be the place for you. The
university’s Center for Sustainable Enterprise Development was established to provide an interdisciplinary approach to studying how green
practices can be integrated into business practices while keeping business leaders competitive. The university also offers an Environmental
Studies major, one of the first Sustainability minors in the country, and
is home to the Institute on the Environment, which provides opportunities for research. Some of the educational programs on offer include the
Frontiers in the Environment lecture series; River Life, which focuses
on maintaining the Mississippi as a sustainable urban riverfront; the
Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment, which emphasizes biofuel and other renewable resources on a statewide level; and
the NorthStar Initiative for Sustainable Enterprise, which partners
with local business leaders to unite public and private interests in sustainable business models. There are also more than 20 student groups
on campus with environmental or sustainability foci. University of
Minnesota’s admirable recycling program is over 25 years old, and the
school is actively working to reduce emissions through alternative
transportation. The Helmets and Headlights program provides bicycle
helmets and headlights to the campus community for an affordable
price and fully-enclosed bicycle storage lockers are available across campus. The university was an early participant in the Chicago Climate
Exchange, and has determined that all new construction on campus
must meet LEED Silver certification standards or higher.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
65
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 15
% school grounds maintained organically
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,422
7,936
71
480-590
480-620
460-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,230
$10,230
$2,030
$6,078
56

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, car
share, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly
parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

29,921
33,910
50
520-670
600-710
530-650

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,560
$10,375

THE SCHOOLS
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THE UNIVERSITY OF
MONTANA—MISSOULA
LOMMASSON CENTER 103, MISSOULA, MT 59812 • ADMISSIONS: 406-243-6266 • FAX: 406-243-5711
FINANCIAL AID: 406-243-5373 • E-MAIL: ADMISS@UMONTANA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UMT.EDU/GREENINGUM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Montana is located in Missoula, a city nearly surrounded by a national forest, so it makes sense that conservation is a way of life. The university is home to the traditional Environmental Studies department, as well as a
College of Forestry and Conservation that offers students a variety of academic tracks and advanced research opportunities. There are several student-run environmental organizations on campus, including Climate
Action Now and Forum for Living with Appropriate Technology (FLAT),
which maintains an experiential learning home to demonstrate the practicality of sustainable living. UM also features the Green Thread
Initiative, an effort on the part of the faculty to incorporate sustainability
themes into curricula across academic disciplines, and a project called the
Renewable Energy Loan Fund (REFL), a campaign aimed at creating a
campus-wide fund to help pay for energy saving and waste reduction projects. UM has recently completed a greenhouse gas inventory and
embarked on a carbon neutrality action plan. There is also a campaign
underway to promote tap water and reusable water bottles in lieu of bottled water; to support this effort, UM tests its water quality regularly and
makes the results publicly available. Through a collaboration between dining services and several graduate students, the university formed the
Farm to College program, dedicated to buying more food locally to feed the
campus community. In addition to cutting the costs and waste involved in
purchasing food grown and made in other states, the Farm to College program helps support the local economy and Montana’s farming heritage.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
UNH OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS, 4 GARRISON AVE, DURHAM, NH 03824 • ADMISSIONS: 603-862-1360
FAX: 603-862-0077 • FINANCIAL AID: 603-862-3600 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UNH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABLEUNH.UNH.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of New Hampshire boasts the oldest endowed sustainability
program among colleges and universities nationwide, and it is this Office
of Sustainability that has worked to develop “UNH’s unique sustainable
learning community model” as well as promoting sustainability locally,
statewide, and regionally. In line with its focus on environmental awareness and energy efficiency, UNH has a comprehensive Climate Education
Initiative and is a member of the ACUPCC, both of which have propelled
the campus to become the first institution of higher education in the
United States to meet a significant portion of its energy needs with landfill gas. Talk about renewable: UNH will be powering its campus with
enriched and purified natural gas, courtesy of the local landfill, meaning
that every bit of trash that ends up there ends up powering the school
while lowering energy costs and decreasing environmental impact. UNH
also extends its commitment to sustainability to local farms by being the
first land grant university to have an organic dairy farm and
education/research center. The dairy functions as “a research center for
organic production and management, and an education center for organic dairy farmers, farmers considering the transition to organic, and students of sustainable agriculture.” This dairy is an integral part of the university’s Food and Society Initiative, which seeks to both encourage
healthy food production and consumption habits as well as supporting
suppliers of local and organic foods. UNH also has a Sustainability
Internship Program, which helps interested students find work experience at sustainability-focused organizations in New Hampshire and
beyond.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
16
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, bike
share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

12,038
5,342
96
3.22
480-580
480-590
450-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,054
$16,894
$1,479
$6,611
36

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
22
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane, Transportation
Policy Committee
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, finance,
dining services, transportation, student life, residence life.
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
36
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 20
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

12,226
16,132
72
510-610
520-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$10,080
$24,050
$2,663
$8,874
37

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT ASHEVILLE
CPO #1320, ONE UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, ASHEVILLE, NC 28804-8502 • ADMISSIONS: 828-251-6481
FAX: 828-251-6482 • FINANCIAL AID: 828-251-6535 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UNCA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UNCA.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of North Carolina at Asheville has emphasized environmental sustainability as part of its overall
Strategic Plan for the last 10 years, dedicating resources for
conservation, energy use, and green building practices while
continuing to pursuing “creative, respectful, mission-focused campus
expansion.” UNC—Asheville’s four newest buildings all incorporate sustainable features. The New Hall classroom building features geothermal
heat pumps and an innovative green roof that minimizes runoff resulting in enormous combined energy savings. The university’s Sam Millar
Facilities Management Complex includes solar panels, an underground
gray water cistern, geothermal heating and cooling, recycled insulation,
and bioretention ponds to clean water runoff before it enters local waterways. The recently opened Student Environmental Center (SEC) is funded by a student-initiated “green fee” that was created to fund “new technology, educational displays concerning the university’s green campus
buildings, and campaigns to increase students’ engagement in environmentally responsible behaviors.” An example of a recent use of the fee to
fund technology upgrades was the purchase of an electric vehicle for use
by campus parking enforcement. Other SEC projects include promoting
campus recycling efforts through better signage, working with faculty to
make a sustainability colloquia available to freshman, and partnering
with alumni and development staff to identify funding for renewable
energy projects. UNC—Asheville is also focused on providing transportation alternatives for the campus community and provides unlimited free
bus service to students, staff, and faculty. UNC—Asheville has been recognized by the North Carolina State Energy Office more than once for its
efforts in reducing energy consumption.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH
CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL
OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS, JACKSON HALL, CHAPEL HILL, NC 27599-2200
ADMISSIONS: 919-966-3621 • FAX: 919-962-3045 • FINANCIAL AID: 919-962-8396
E-MAIL: UNCHELP@ADMISSIONS.UNC.EDU • WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.UNC.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has adopted “institutionalizing sustainability” as its green mantra. It was the first university in the state to hire a full-time Sustainability Coordinator, and the
first to partner with its hometown community (Chapel Hill) to commit
to the Community Carbon Reduction pledge to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 60 percent by 2050. UNC was awarded North Carolina’s
State Government Sustainability Award in 2005 and became an
ACUPCC signatory in 2007. The campus has several impressive green
features, including a solar panel array on one residence hall, a cogeneration facility that is one of the cleanest coal-burning facilities in the
United States, several green roofs, and a water reclamation system that
will reduce total daily water demand in Chapel Hill by 10 percent. The
grounds are maintained with an eye toward erosion control and tree
protection, and watered through the storm water collection system.
Students have twice voted to raise student fees by just a few dollars in
order to fund renewable energy projects on campus, including those
designed and implemented by students themselves. Students also participate in the annual Green Games, an environmental competition
among residence halls in which teams are awarded points for reducing
their use of water and electricity, and for recycling hazardous materials
like batteries. The university provides more than six million free bus
rides annually through its Fare Free Transit and Commuter
Alternatives Program, and career services has counselors who specialize in nonprofit and environmental careers.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,320
2,510
77
3.9
540-640
530-630
510-625

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$2,389
$14,106
$2,022
$6,890
42

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
21
Available transportation alternatives:
Free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking
for carpools/vanpools, 5 ZipCars, free buses/shuttles.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

17,565
23,224
32
4.47
590-700
620-710
580-680

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$3,865
$21,753
$1,761
$8,670

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA
1227 WEST 27TH STREET, CEDAR FALLS, IA 50614-0018 • ADMISSIONS: 319-273-2281 • FAX: 319-273-2885
FINANCIAL AID: 319-273-2701 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UNI.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UNI.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Scope and sustainability go hand in hand at the University
of Northern Iowa, as the university’s greening efforts go
beyond campus borders to impact the entire state of Iowa.
UNI’s Center for Energy and Environmental Education
(CEEE) provides insight and direction on issues of energy conservation,
renewable/alternative energy sources, local food systems, and sustainability to state organizations and businesses while providing opportunities for faculty and student research. On-campus, UNI c.a.r.e. (creating
a responsibility environment) promotes sustainability at UNI via education and awareness campaigns to the university community.
Environmental issues are also tackled in the classroom with sustainability-focused courses offered in the fields of education, natural sciences,
and social and behavioral sciences. UNI’s liberal arts core program incorporates the issue of sustainability and environmental responsibility
throughout the curriculum and the capstone course “Environment,
Technology, and Society” has specific modules devoted explicitly to the
topic. UNI’s Green Plaza at the McLeod Center is a green roof project
that acts to cool the air, reduce noise, prevent fire, conserve water and
reduce storm water runoff. Dining services is also making a difference by
reducing napkin size, eliminating the use of many disposable items,
implementing refillable mug programs, and converting to centralized
food processing to reduce waste. A local buying program reduces packaging and shipping waste and use of a primary vendor for food and supplies
results in the use of fewer delivery trucks. UNI Energy! is a student
organization that energizes students in residence halls to calculate their
carbon footprint and commit to reducing it.

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
220 MAIN BUILDING, NOTRE DAME, IN 46556 • ADMISSIONS: 574-631-7505 • FAX: 574-631-8865
FINANCIAL AID: 574-631-6436 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ND.EDU • WEBSITE: HTTP://GREEN.ND.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
“Going green” might be a mantra for the University of Notre
Dame Leprechauns, but now it’s an institutional commitment.
Notre Dame’s recently expanded Office of Sustainability
now includes three full-time staff and seven interns; the
team of 10 has been hard at work developing measurable
goals for Notre Dame’s sustainable future. The university recently
invested $4 million to improve lighting and HVAC efficiency in 24 campus buildings and has established a $two million Green Loan Fund to
support capital projects that save energy and natural resources. Those
projects are numerous: Notre Dame’s eight million square foot campus
is expected to grow by over 700,000 square feet (about nine percent) by
2012. Thanks to Notre Dame’s commitment to pursuing LEED certification for all buildings currently under construction or in planning and
design, that growth will be sustainable. The installation of low-flow
faucets, low-flow showerheads, waterless urinals, and dual-flush toilets
has reduced the university’s water usage significantly, resulting in 30
percent savings over one year. Single-stream recycling has been instituted in all buildings on campus, and the “Old 2 Gold” program, Notre
Dame’s end-of-the-year salvage, raised over $70,000 for local charities
and successfully diverted more than 75 tons of waste from the landfills.
Getting to campus is easy if you have a Notre Dame ID: TRANSPO bus
is free. Notre Dame’s Students for Environmental Action group is committed to protecting the environment through educational initiatives,
community service projects, and advocacy.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
6
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, market based pricing (hourly parking
costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 20
% school grounds maintained organically
11

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

11,061
4,133
85
3.41

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,756
$14,020
$880
$6,960
32

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

40

Yes
Yes
No
No
0.1
Yes
Yes
100
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

8,354
13,945
27
650-740
670-760
640-730

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,970
$507
$10,368
44

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
1000 ASP AVEUNE, NORMAN, OK 73019-4076 • ADMISSIONS: 405-325-2252 • FAX: 405-325-7124
FINANCIAL AID: 405-325-5505 • E-MAIL: ADMREC@OU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.OU.EDU/CONTENT/SUSTAINABILITY.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
A charter signatory of the ACUPCC and a member of the
Chicago Climate Exchange, the University of Oklahoma is
hard at work trying to complete a campus emissions inventory and implement a plan for greenhouse gas reduction. To
that end, OU has established a Sustainability Committee to manage campus green initiatives, and has an active student environmental group,
OUr Earth, that has already established a Game Day Recycling Program
and is looking into starting a recycling program in the sorority and fraternity houses. OU has made a public commitment to incorporate sustainable strategies into campus operations. Among the university’s pledged
goals are: promotion of alternative transportation; increased use of
renewable energy and energy efficiency in construction, including building to LEED standards; and maintaining and increasing campus green
spaces while keeping the campus pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly. Large
state universities come with major research opportunities, and OU is no
different: It’s home to an Institute for Energy and Environment (part of
the Sarkeys Energy Center), which focuses on biotech solutions to environmental challenges faced by the gas and oil industry. Speaking of energy, the university just signed an agreement with the Oklahoma Gas and
Electric Company (OG&E) to purchase 100 percent of its OG&E-supplied
electricity from renewable energy sources by 2013. The Spirit Wind farm
that will supply that energy opens for business in 2010. The university
has also established Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Environment,
a collaborative program offering a minor and self-designed major, and
experiential learning opportunities through the Norman Sustainability
Network and the National Wildlife Campus Ecology program.

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
1217 UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, EUGENE, OR 97403-1217 • ADMISSIONS: 541-346-3201
FAX: 541-346-5815 • FINANCIAL AID: 800-760-6953 • E-MAIL: UOADMIT@UOREGON.EDU
WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.UOREGON.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At the University of Oregon, learning about sustainability is just half of
the equation—the university seeks to prepare green professionals who
will put their training to use in the real world. On the academic front,
UO’s Environmental Studies department, Public Policy department,
Lundquist College of Business, and School of Architecture and Allied
Arts, all offer classes and curricula focused on sustainability. A new
Leadership in Sustainability graduate certificate program within the
Environmental Studies department launches in 2010, and new programs and curricula are under development through the Meyer Fund
for a Sustainable Environment. On the real-world application front, the
Environmental Studies Service Learning Program offers students the
chance to integrate public service into their education by partnering
them with government agencies, businesses, and nonprofits to work on
environmental projects throughout the state, while the Sustainability
Leadership Academy provides workshops on green efforts for business
managers. The University of Oregon also hosts an annual sustainable
business symposium that emphasizes the link between successful businesses and sustainable practices, and the Holistic Options for Planet
Earth Sustainability (HOPES) conference, which provides “an opportunity for students, faculty, and community members to discuss the relationship between ecology and design, and how this connection can produce sustainable buildings.” The university is an ACUPCC signatory
and is currently developing a climate action plan. The administration
has also committed to LEED certification for future buildings, and the
campus recycling program currently diverts almost half of the university’s total waste from landfills.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

25

Yes
15
Yes
No
Yes
3.5
Yes
Yes
50
30

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

20,685
8,960
93
3.59
510-640
530-660

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$2,830
$10,814
$2,415
$7,598
14

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

18,213
16,780
80
3.54
492-611
498-614

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,180
$22,470
$1,250
$8,939

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
3601 PACIFIC AVENUE, STOCKTON, CA 95211 • ADMISSIONS: 209-946-2211 • FAX: 209-946-2413
FINANCIAL AID: 209-946-2421 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@PACIFIC.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.PACIFIC.EDU/X29332.XML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Need proof of the University of the Pacific’s commitment to
sustainability? In 2009, the university established a
Sustainability Committee and added sustainability to the
Pacific Rising strategic plan. Sustainability is now one of the
seven learning objectives for all Pacific students. In August 2009, all
incoming freshman participated in the Mountain Ocean Valley
Experience (M.O.V.E.), first-year program designed to introduce new students to “the concept of responsible leadership through participation in
a series of service projects in critical locations throughout Stockton and
the Northern California Region.” All new construction on campus and
renovations exceeding $1 million must meet LEED Silver standards.
Pacific’s new Student Center is the first LEED-certified building on campus and plans are underway to build a green technology center. Since
June 2005, Pacific has received over $4 million for environmental
research, and “many faculty have taken on projects in their disciplines
and several collaborative efforts across units and in partnership with the
community are in progress.” The campus is home to the Natural
Resources Institute, designed to be a forum for education and dialogue
around natural resource issues in California. The Natural Resource
Institute’s “Pacific Process” was instrumental in facilitating dialogue
around state and federal water projects planned in the area. As a result
of a series of meetings held on Pacific’s campus at the Natural Resources
Institute, language was incorporated into federal legislation providing
for stakeholder input in the management of California’s resources and
water systems. That’s the green difference Pacific is making.

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
1 COLLEGE HALL, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104 • ADMISSIONS: 215-898-7507 • FAX: 215-898-9670
FINANCIAL AID: 215-898-1988 • E-MAIL: INFO@ADMISSIONS.UGAO.UPENN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.CFS.PSU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2007, the University of Pennsylvania became a signatory of the ACUPCC, and has convened the Environmental
Sustainability Advisory Committee (ESAC) to prepare a
university Climate Action Plan for publication by the
ACUPCC deadline of September 2009. ESAC’s six sub-committees (built
environment, waste and recycling, transportation, energy and utilities,
communications, and academics) have been meeting since late 2007 to
make recommendations for the Climate Action Plan. UPenn also has a
full time Sustainability Coordinator who is working to provide education and leadership regarding sustainability initiatives on campus.
They’ve gotten off to a great start. UPenn is already the nation’s leader
in wind energy purchase, with over 45 percent of its electricity being offset by renewable energy credits. The university has applied for LEED
certification on several projects, including an anticipated LEED
Platinum certification of its Morris Arboretum Horticulture Center.
Plans are in place to update systems in high energy-use buildings to
reduce their carbon footprint. All roofing projects are evaluated for the
feasibility of green roof installation, and UPenn’s new athletic facility,
Penn Park, will feature a rainwater reclamation system for irrigation
needs. Penn Environmental Group is a student-run organization that
promotes environmental education and awareness around the campus
and in the neighboring community. The university offers students paid
sustainability internships and 48 positions within its campus-based
Eco-Reps program. Getting back and forth is easy thanks to the
PennPass, a heavily subsidized student transit pass that allows for
unlimited rides on buses and subways in the area.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

37

Yes
70
Yes
No
No
14
No
No
65

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,489
14,970
42
3.49
510-640
540-680
500-640

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,730
$500
$10,616
66

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly
parking costs), guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
15
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

9,756
22,935
17
3.83
650-740
680-780
670-760

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$34,868
$4,102
$11,016
39

UNIVERSITY OF PORTLAND
5000 NORTH WILLAMETTE BLVD., PORTLAND, OR 97203-7147 • ADMISSIONS: 503-943-7147
FAX: 503-943-7315 • FINANCIAL AID: 503-943-7311 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UP.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UP.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2008, the University of Portland hosted over 3,000 people in its
Chiles Center for “Focus the Nation,” a series of national town hall
meetings designed to educate people on climate change. Challenge and
collaboration define UP’s other greening efforts. The university’s
College Ecology Club has established a student-led Dorm Challenge, in
which students who save the most electricity win a prize. The university also challenges students to get around by walking or riding a bike,
since doing so cuts almost one quarter a pound of pollution out of the air.
Numerous bike racks have been installed around campus to facilitate
students’ choice to ride. The University of Portland is also in partnership with TriMet, Portland’s public transit system, and ZipCar, to provide a shuttle to campus to increase employee and student use of public
transit while reducing overall automobile usage. FlexCar has also created an experimental environmental program that allows students
under 21 to have access to the ZipCar parked on campus for a nominal
fee. UP is in the process of purchasing a biodiesel generator that will
enable it to convert cooking oil waste from dining services into bio-diesel
fuel to operate campus vehicles. In 1999, UP opened the country’s first
environmentally sensitive science building and is currently striving for
LEED Platinum certification of its engineering building. UP offers an
Environmental Studies program that critically examines the broad
scope of the current environmental crisis. To that end, the program
includes project-oriented seminars in which student teams create action
plans to help solve regional environmental issues.

UNIVERSITY OF REDLANDS
1200 E. COLTON AVENUE, REDLANDS, CA 92373 • ADMISSIONS: 909-335-4074 • FAX: 909-335-4089
FINANCIAL AID: 909-748-8047 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@REDLANDS.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://REDLANDSAPPS.REDLANDS.EDU/SUSTAINS

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Redlands is doing a good job of educating tomorrow’s
environmental leaders, if the publication of alumnus Greg Horn’s book on
Living Green: A Practical Guide to Simple Sustainability is any indication. The university is an ACUPCC signatory, and one of its faculty
members helped found the Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education. With a pedigree like this,
University of Redlands has not wasted any time moving wholeheartedly toward becoming a greener, more sustainable campus by completing
an emissions inventory, setting a target date for becoming climate neutral, and taking steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The university is home to a cogeneration plant that allows it to produce its own
energy and heat and cool 14 campus buildings. Work is in progress to
expand the system. Redlands has also embraced green building technology. Lewis Hall, home to the department of Environmental Studies, is a
high performance, earth-sheltered building. All new buildings are
required to meet LEED Silver certification standards, including the
planned new arts building and expanded theatre. Students have joined
the effort to go green, and since 2007 have had the opportunity to live
in a themed residential hall emphasizing green living. All student residents commit to following stringent recycling standards and moderating
their use of electricity and paper products. In a unique effort to promote
sustainability awareness, Redlands took part in an Eat Local
Challenge. Chefs were tasked with creating a lunch made solely of
ingredients from within a 150-mile radius of the kitchen.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
100
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for
carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, transportation, campus safety
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,077
9,381
56
3.63
530-640
550-650

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$30,800
$1,196
$9,135
48

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
17
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,819
3,443
68
3.58
520-620
540-620

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,994
$300
$10,122

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
NEWMAN HALL, 14 UPPER COLLEGE ROAD, KINGSTON, RI 02881 • ADMISSIONS: 401-874-7100
FAX: 401-874-5523 • FINANCIAL AID: 401-874-7530 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@URI.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.URI.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2007, The University of Rhode Island signed the
ACUPCC and established a Council on Sustainability soon
after to provide guidance on the greening of URI. Step one:
Calculate the university’s carbon footprint—check. Step
two: Investigate energy-saving possibilities—check. Step three: Achieve
carbon neutrality—on target. URI has undertaken a systematic plan to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions and become a carbon neutral institution in the near future. Energy faculty and graduate students have
completed energy audits of buildings on campus, and 95 percent of
URI’s buildings have undergone energy-related retrofits or renovations
including plans to install solar shingles on the Continuing Education
Center on campus. Further plans are being made to turn the north district of campus into a “sustainable neighborhood” featuring the latest in
sustainable materials and technologies. The university’s URIde
Community Bike Share Program is helping convert students’ trips
around campus to alternative transportation methods, and those who
drive will soon be able to park their cars in a parking lot that will help
filter pollutants before they enter the groundwater. With ongoing
research opportunities available in sustainability through the College of
Environmental Life and a new minor in Sustainability forthcoming,
URI is taking strides to ensure that students learn about sustainability
inside the classroom. Outside of the classroom, two student groups,
Down to Earth, Up to Us, and Students for a Sustainable Peace are
working to educate their peers about sustainability issues on campus.

UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
28 WESTHAMPTON WAY, UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND, VA 23173 • ADMISSIONS: 804-289-8640
FAX: 804-287-6003 • WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.RICHMOND.EDU/INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of Richmond’s picturesque campus routinely ends
up on various “most beautiful” lists and several film and television crews have used it to add “atmosphere” to their productions. It’s no wonder that the university is dedicated to preserving that beauty. A signatory of both the ACUPCC and the
Talloires Declaration, the university focuses its sustainability efforts on
three key areas: green building, energy conservation, and recycling. UR’s
Weinstein Hall, completed in 2003, was Central Virginia’s first LEED-certified building, and the university has committed that all new construction
will meet LEED Silver standards. When it comes to energy conservation,
the university believes in personal accountability, and plans are in place to
install an electrical energy monitoring system in a building on campus to
allow users to view their electricity usage in real time. In addition, energyefficient lighting, laundry machines, and heat pumps have been installed
across campus. In just one year, the university diverted 1.1 million pounds
of waste from landfills through completely voluntary reuse and recycling
efforts. UR’s career development center works closely with the Coordinator
of Environmental Studies to provide students with access to a green jobs
and internships listserv. There are also plenty opportunities for participation in sustainability research through a number of departments and programs including Environmental Studies, Biology, Chemistry, Geography,
Journalism, Leadership, Philosophy, and Religion, as well as through UR’s
“living and learning community,” Earth Lodge. The university’s highly
regarded International Education program supports international opportunities for students interested in sustainability research. Research and
travel grants are available to support this research.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

18

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

12,520
15,887
80
3.09
480-570
500-590

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,238
$24,736
$1,290
$9,892
55

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, carpool parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home, preferred
parking for carpools/vanpools, preferred parking for lowemitting/fuel-efficient vehicles, NuRide rewards to participating members
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 7.5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,826
7,880
39
580-670
590-680
580-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$41,610
$8,810
46

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER
300 WILSON BLVD, PO BOX 270251, ROCHESTER, NY 14627 • ADMISSIONS: 585-275-3221
FAX: 585-461-4595 • FINANCIAL AID: 585-275-3226 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@ADMISSIONS.ROCHESTER.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ROCHESTER.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/OVERVIEW.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Rocky is the University of Rochester’s alter ego for sustainability initiatives on campus and, boy, has he been busy. The
University Council on Environmental Sustainability has
focused its efforts on 25 initiatives in six areas: energy,
waste management/recycling, business practices, land use
and building, transportation and parking, and dining services.
Initiatives range from fairly standard to more innovative, but all add up
to major changes. The university has “committed to LEED Silver criteria as a minimum for all new construction,” and offers a tuition-free
fifth year program to eligible students who want to pursue individual
study, often in sustainability. Other innovative programs include growing the university’s mortgage incentive program to encourage more faculty members to live in communities near campus and developing a program to convert used fry oil into biodiesel. Dining services has stood out
for its sustainability successes. UR was the “first higher education institution in New York to become a member of Pride of New York, purchasing food from over 30 local vendors,” and local foods now account for 25
percent of dining services’ purchasing. A pilot program for composting in
partnership with one of the local farms and produce providers is another example of innovation in this area. Student initiatives include EcoReps, who educate their fellow dormitory residents on environmental
issues; Green Food, a blog about sustainable dining; UR Biodiesel, a
project to create biodiesel from fry oil for a campus bus; and GrassRoots,
an environmental action group.

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO
5998 ALCALA PARK, SAN DIEGO, CA 92110-2492 • ADMISSIONS: 619-260-4506 • FAX: 619-260-6836
FINANCIAL AID: 619-260-4514 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SANDIEGO.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SANDIEGO.EDU/GOGREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of San Diego regularly publishes an online newsletter to
keep community members abreast of its latest sustainability developments. The university has completed water and energy audits for the
entire campus and is in the process of developing plans to reduce its carbon footprint. In 2009, the university announced the planned installation of a major solar project on campus that will be the eighth-largest
solar energy facility on a U.S. college campus. “Five thousand photovoltaic panels will be placed throughout the campus, generating up to
15 percent of USD’s power needs through a 1.23-megawatt renewable
energy system.” The university is also stepping up the scope, efficiency,
and visibility of its recycling programs. Recycling was implemented on
campus through the efforts of USD’s Associated Student’s Conservation
Club. With the assistance of facilities management, the program was
expanded in 1989 and now all recycling bins accept commingled recyclables. The university diverted over 1,100 tons in 2008. A 500-squarefoot “sustainability garden” debuted on USD’s campus in 2009, and the
university has installed bike carriers on shuttle buses and installed new
bike racks at high-traffic locations. USD offers a course in
Environmental Ethics, and Marine Science, Environmental Studies, and
Biochemistry students participate in hands-on environmental research
projects. USD’s Career Services Office and Office of Community ServiceLearning jointly sponsor an annual “Careers with a Conscience” program. USD is in the top 25 schools for Peace Corps volunteers, many in
environmental education.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
Free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing,
guaranteed ride home.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, finance,
alumni, dining services, transportation, campus safety.
Waste diversion rate (%)
26
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,291
12,111
39
3.8
590-690
640-720
590-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,870
$820
$11,200
57

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
15
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 75
% school grounds maintained organically
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,066
11,000
30
3.84
550-640
565-660
550-650

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,870

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH
CAROLINA—COLUMBIA

OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COLUMBIA, SC 29208
ADMISSIONS: 803-777-7700 • FAX: 803-777-0101 • FINANCIAL AID: 803-777-8134
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SC.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.SC.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of South Carolina—Columbia has long been a green
leader in its home state. Over a decade ago, the university
president joined the presidents of Clemson and the Medical
University of South Carolina to form the Sustainable Universities Initiative
(SUI). USC is also home to the Center for Fuel Cell Research, one of the
leading institutes for developing alternatives to petroleum, and the School
for the Environment, a “virtual” school including 150 faculty from disciplines as diverse as history, engineering, law, and art. At a recent Earth
Summit, participants produced nearly 300 new strategies to address sustainability issues, including implementing a food waste recycling program,
recycling at least 90 percent of all eligible materials from construction
waste, and featuring sustainability in freshman orientation and new hire
training. USC has also partnered with the Columbia community to hold a
teach-in focused on local sustainability issues. The university operates a
biomass plant on campus that produces a significant proportion of the campus’ heat and hot water needs from renewable sources. USC’s fleet of buses
uses biodiesel and a fuel cell-powered demonstration bus. The campus hosts
a Green Career Fair each semester and has an impressive array of environmental student organizations, including Students Allied for a Greener
Earth, Residence Hall Sustainability Committee, and Greek Life Green,
just to name a few. USC has made a commitment to seek LEED Silver certification on new construction. Currently underway is a 500-bed livinglearning complex integrating design, sustainability, and learning. It will be
among the first LEED-certified buildings in South Carolina.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF ADMISSION/ JOHN HUBBARD HALL, 700 CHILDS WAY, LOS ANGELES, CA 90089-0911
ADMISSIONS: 213-740-1111 • FAX: 213-821-0200 • FINANCIAL AID: 213-740-1111
E-MAIL: ADMITUSC@USC.EDU • WEBSITE: GREEN.USC.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a large private research university, University of
Southern California has taken admirable steps to incorporate sustainability strategies into the operations of a huge
campus, and can offer big-time research opportunities to both graduate
and undergraduate students. USC has increased its waste diversion rate
by nearly 10 percent in three years, and offers a wide variety of ridesharing options and subsidies for carpooling and public transportation to
help decrease the impact of traffic in oh-so-smoggy SoCal. The university employs a full-time Director of Energy Services to manage all lighting
retrofits and equipment upgrades. A recent retrofit of the university’s air
conditioning system conserves an estimated 4,500 megawatt hours of
electricity each year. USC’s Sustainability Steering Committee, comprised of administrators, students, staff, and faculty, identifies opportunities for the university to advance sustainability and makes recommendations to the administration. Opportunities for sustainability research
abound at USC. To name just a few: Future Fuels and Energy Initiative,
which emphasizes research in energy alternatives to fossil fuels; the
Green Visions Plan, a partnership between state land conservancies and
USC to create plans and tools for building a mutually beneficial relationship between people and the environment; and the School of Architecture
Materials, Systems and Sustainability Program, which focuses on longterm sustainability and the built environment.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, carpool parking, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
16
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
33
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
1

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

20,135
17,694
64
3.9
530-640
560-650

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,756
$23,332
$400
$7,328
22

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred
parking for carpools/vanpools, Public Transit Passes
Discount Program
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, health services,
student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
7
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

16,445
35,753
24
3.7
620-710
650-740
640-730

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,570
37

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN
MISSISSIPPI
118 COLLEGE DRIVE #5166, HATTIESBURG, MS 39406 • ADMISSIONS: 601-266-5000
FAX: 601-266-5148 • FINANCIAL AID: 601-266-4774 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@USM.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.USM.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs

The University of Southern Mississippi gathers all its sustainability
efforts under the Southern Miss Green Initiative. By signing the ACUPCC
and creating a formal sustainability committee and office, the Southern
Miss Green Initiative is already having significant impact. The Office of
Sustainability handles the operational and programming efforts of the
initiative and is comprised of the Chief Sustainability Officer and
Recycling Program Operator, as well as graduate assistants and
practicum students. Together, they oversee all recycling efforts, operational changes, and EcoEagle, the program and educational arm of the
office. The comprehensive and single-stream recycling program at
Southern Mississippi dates back more than 12 years, collecting recyclable
material from the 4,000+ recycling bins placed in offices, classrooms, and
residence halls across campus. EcoEagle works to create increased awareness on environmental issues through curriculum development, a film
and lecture series, peer representatives, and regular service projects. The
university is also implementing LEED certification for all new buildings,
including a new freshman residence hall that will be the first LEED-certified residence hall in the state of Mississippi. The Office of
Sustainability is also exploring the use of Green Seal-certified cleaning
products and organic grounds maintenance. The USGBC Student Group
and the Sierra Club provide outlets for students interested in expanding
their environmental efforts through extracurricular activities.

Student Body

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH
FLORIDA

Green Facts

4202 EAST FOWLER AVENUE, SVC-1036, TAMPA, FL 33620-9951 • ADMISSIONS: 813-974-3350
FAX: 813-974-9689 • FINANCIAL AID: 813-974-4700 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@ADMIN.USF.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.ACAD.USF.EDU/OFFICE/STRATEGIC-INITIATIVES/SUSTAIN-A-BULL-USF.HTM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of South Florida Bulls are determined to see a SustainA-Bull USF. The Student Government Association just approved a $.75per-credit-hour green fee to be used for the purchase of renewable energy. Each year USF hosts the Campus and Community Sustainability
Conference which is open to participants interested in sharing best
practices for Florida’s sustainable future. USF also recently put on a
“Going Green Tampa Bay EXPO,” which showcased sustainable products
and services available in the area to 3,000 visitors. An ACUPCC signatory, USF has incorporated sustainability into its strategic plan and established a Sustainability Initiative on campus with 14 subcommittees. The
university is home to five environmental student groups including
Emerging Green Builders, Engineers for a Sustainable World, and the
Student Sustainability Initiative. In 2009 USF hosted a Green Jobs Fair
in conjunction with the Campus and Community Sustainability
Conference, to give students the opportunity to fulfill the environmental goals they’ve made at school in their careers. Undergraduates are
taught sustainability as part of the school’s mandatory core curriculum.
The College of Business at USF has also added a green job component
to the MBA Building Sustainable Enterprise track. Students at USF get
access to free bus passes, universal access transit passes, and a guaranteed ride home, perks that save money and reduce single-driver car
rides. Now about 15 percent of student trips to and from campus are
through alternative transportation.

Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

5

Yes
0.3
Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes
12,383
5,081
56
3.06
460-560
450-565

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,096
$12,746
$402
$6,200
42

Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
guaranteed ride home
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

35,750
29,631
43
510-620
520-630
500-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,503
$15,312
$74
$8,750

THE SCHOOLS
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE—KNOXVILLE
320 STUDENT SERVICE BUILDING, CIRCLE PARK DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37996-0230
ADMISSIONS: 865-974-2184 • FINANCIAL AID: 865-974-3131 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UTK.EDU
WEBSITE: ENVIRONMENT.UTK.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In recent years, the University of Tennessee—Knoxville has
taken several major steps toward reducing its energy consumption on campus through its comprehensive program
“Make Orange Green.” Since 2006, Make Orange Green has
coordinated environmental activities across all areas of campus, including the institution of a broad energy conservation policy that seeks to
reduce energy consumption through individual actions, technical strategies, and education and outreach. In 2007, UTK introduced sustainable
building policy that made the LEED rating system the standard for all
new construction and renovation projects exceeding $5 million. Two new
buildings, the Min Kao Electrical and Computer Engineering Facility
and the Student Health Center are currently being considered for
LEED certification. The Min Kao building features public transportation access, low-flow water fixtures, post-consumer recycled materials,
low-VOC paints and carpets, and energy-efficient lighting. In October
2009, UTK was awarded an Energy Efficiency Leadership Award at the
first annual Summit for Campus Sustainability. The Student
Environmental Initiatives Fee ($8 per semester) funds environmental
stewardship programs such as energy efficiency upgrades to campus
buildings and the purchase of green power. The fee funded the purchase
of 3,375 blocks of green power for the university, a purchase that was
equivalent to removing 732 cars from the road for a year. A twice-yearly light bulb exchange for residence halls and an annual POWER challenge in which residents compete to see which halls come out on top for
recycling, energy reduction, and water conservation, are other ways students are busy making orange green at UTK.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TULSA
800 SOUTH TUCKER DRIVE, TULSA, OK 74104 • ADMISSIONS: 918-631-2307 • FAX: 918-631-5003
FINANCIAL AID: 918-631-2526 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@UTULSA.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://ORGS.UTULSA.EDU/USC

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Tulsa is making significant strides toward improving
the environmental sustainability of its campus. All campus shuttles
now run on compressed natural gas, and recycling efforts have been
expanded to include events and all buildings. During Earth Day Week,
dining halls implemented trayless dining and the administration distributed recycling bags and totes to students and campus organizations.
In the future, the university hopes to move to trayless dining yearround. UT is ramping up efforts to implement greener products on campus, such as compact fluorescent bulbs, low-flow faucets and showers,
motion-sensor lighting, and programmable thermostats, to reduce its
use of natural resources. In addition, LEED standards are being used
for all new construction projects. A recent partnership with dining services provider Sodexo and Tulsa Biofuels will enable the university to
recycle used cooking grease to create clean, commercial biodiesel that is
then distributed to local nonprofit organizations. Several student organizations also focus on environmental sustainability. The student-run
Sustainability Committee includes members of the administration,
staff, and faculty as well as the student body, putting out a regular
newsletter and maintaining the sustainability website. TU Earth
Matters addresses environmental concerns including global warming,
sustainable agriculture, and green living through several events and
partnerships, such as a free Mini Farmers’ Market that promotes the
purchase of local food. The TU Food Garden is a student-run organic
garden. Students interested in continuing their environmental interests
after graduation benefit from career specialists versed in green jobs and
green internships.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
17
Available transportation alternatives:
vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs),
dedicated bike lane, free bus pass for first year students.
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, campus safety
Waste diversion rate (%)
8
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
3.6
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 70
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

20,849
12,234
73
3.78
510-640
530-650

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,918
$19,714
$932
$6,652
38

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
28
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
1

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

3,027
4,698
50
3.8
570-700
560-690

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$28,060
$100
$9,018
18

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
201 SOUTH 1460 EAST, ROOM 250 S, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84112 • ADMISSIONS: 801-581-7281
FAX: 801-585-7864 • FINANCIAL AID: 801-581-6211 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@SA.UTAH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.SUSTAINABILITY.UTAH.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The University of Utah became a signatory of the ACUPCC
on Earth Day in 2008—a fitting sign of the university’s commitment to infusing sustainability throughout the campus.
An Office of Sustainability was established in 2007, and is
responsible for implementing a Campus Energy Initiative program that
has offset more than 10 percent of the university’s energy consumption
with wind power purchases. A new cogeneration plant under construction will cut energy purchases by another 10 percent. Students are
involved in a number of on-campus green groups, and environmental
service opportunities are available through the Bennion Community
Service Center. Each year, more than 8,500 U of U students provide
nearly 175,000 hours of service through the Center. An Environmental
Studies-specific counselor provides guidance for students interested in
green careers at the career center, and the advisor of the Environmental
Studies program regularly updates students about green internships
and jobs. In 2008, U of U introduced a farmer’s market on campus to
rave reviews and it’s still going strong. Also new to the campus is the
Sutton Geology and Geophysics Building which opened in 2009. Not
only is the building on track for LEED Gold certification, but many of
the green features ultimately selected for integration were researched
and designed by students in a Sustainability Practicum course. The university offers free public transportation (Ed-Pass) for all students, staff,
and faculty through an electric hybrid, natural gas-powered campus
vehicle. Since the launch of the program, parking congestion has
decreased by over 50 percent.

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 194 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET., BURLINGTON, VT 05401-3596
ADMISSIONS: 802-656-3370 • FAX: 802-656-8611 • FINANCIAL AID: 802-656-5700
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@UVM.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.UVM.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
With hometown Burlington known for its hippie vibe, and
its location on the edge of a lake that touches not just two
states but also two countries, it makes sense that the
University of Vermont is an overwhelmingly green campus.
The UVM Environmental Program is almost 40 years old and offers
interdisciplinary and individually-designed concentrations, including a
track in Sustainability Studies. The Rubenstein School of Environment
and Natural Resources offers majors in Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries
Biology, and Natural Resources. Internships, class projects, and
lectures—like the George D. Aiken Lecture Series on conservation
topics—bring together campus and community members to increase
awareness of and create solutions for environmental problems. UVM’s
Office of Sustainability includes graduate fellows as well as full-time
staff, who track environmental performance, recommend environmentally-responsible practices, and work with students, faculty members
and staff members on environmental projects. Recent energy efficiency
investments around campus have yielded millions of dollars in savings.
Much of the advanced research performed on campus relates to healthy
and sustainable communities, and the Office of Community—
University Partnerships and Service Learning supports collaborative
projects between the university and the surrounding area. Each year,
the career service office hosts a Vermont Green Jobs and Internships
Day. Student activism has brought a reusable water bottle campaign
and 100 percent recycled toilet paper and paper towels to the campus.
UVM is home to two environmentally-focused residence halls, with EcoReps to provide peer education and support relevant campus events.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for
carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 8
% school grounds maintained organically
1

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

20,983
7,890
80
3.52
490-630
500-630
480-600

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$18,286
$30,676
32

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane, no pkg permits if live
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
11
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

10,371
22,365
71
540-640
550-640
540-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$11,712
$29,568
$1,842
$8,996

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, PO BOX 400160, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22906 • ADMISSIONS: 434-982-3200
FAX: 434-924-3587 • FINANCIAL AID: 434-982-6000 • E-MAIL: UNDERGRADADMISSION@VIRGINIA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.VIRGINIA.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Though many institutions of higher education across the
nation have signed the Talloires Declaration, the University
of Virginia did so way back in 1991. If that isn’t proof
enough that UVA has been historically keen on sustainability, take this into account: The university updated its energy and sustainability policy in 2006; dictated that all new building and renovation
obtain LEED certification in 2007 (at last count, 19 construction projects have been registered with the U.S. Green Building Council); and
completed a carbon emissions plan in 2008, the data from which is being
used to develop a carbon reduction plan. UVA has recently completed
several building-based energy initiatives, such as installing energy-efficient occupancy sensors, steam traps, and motors. In addition to these
measures, the university has actively worked toward decreasing its
water usage. Case in point: though water usage is up from previous
years (as is the case with any growing school), UVA is actually using 26
percent less water than it was 10 years ago. To further its water conservation, the university has outlawed the use of potable water in air conditioners, as well as installing low-flow showers, toilets, and urinals.
UVA also seeks sustainability in the food it serves to its students.
Sixteen percent of food purchases are from local and/or organic sources.
UVA’s dining services focus on providing local (check out their website
and you can find out which towns their burgers and cheeses come from),
seasonal, organic, humane, and fair trade foods to their customers, all
while serving them in compostable packaging and biodegradable to-go
containers.

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
1410 NE CAMPUS PARKWAY, UW BOX 355852, SEATTLE, WA 98195-5852
ADMISSIONS: 206-543-9686 • FAX: 206-685-3655 • FINANCIAL AID: 206-543-6101
WEBSITE: HTTP://GREEN.WASHINGTON.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As you’d expect of a university surrounded by one of the
nation’s greatest forests, University of Washington takes
sustainability and the promotion of ecologically-sound
practices seriously. UW’s Environmental Stewardship
Advisory Committee takes clear aim at finding solutions to issues
involving climate, conservation, consumption reduction, leadership in
economic development, growth management, and sustainability on
campus. The university currently has four LEED-certified buildings,
with 20 more in the works. In addition to these energy-efficient structures, UW has a comprehensive composting and recycling program,
which is responsible for diverting 40 percent of the school’s total waste
from landfills. In order to reduce energy charges (nearly $50 million in
10 years) and increase energy efficiency, UW has installed solar panels,
retrofitted fixtures, and, in the case of water conservation, replaced
1,500 old toilets, resulting in around 30 million gallons of water saved
yearly. Just over a quarter of food served on campus is organic, local,
or fair trade. The university also has a fleet of over 300 alternative-fuel
vehicles, which goes a long way in reducing the campus’ carbon footprint. When it comes to sustainability, UW strives to not only live by
example, but to give its students the opportunity to learn by example.
In 2008, UW founded the College of the Environment, and offers interdisciplinary opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students to
create programs tailored to their research topics through its Program
on the Environment. UW supports graduating students involved with
these classes and programs through several events that focus on green
jobs through the Career and Communication Center.
158

THE PRINCETON REVIEW’S GUIDE TO 286 GREEN COLLEGES

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
16
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
57
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
2.2
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 23

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

14,225
21,108
32
4.11
600-710
630-730
610-710

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$9,680
$31,680
25

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
26
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, car
share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred
parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane,
http://tinyurl.com/y94lo2y
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, health services,
student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1.5
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
65

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

27,365
20,224
61
3.72
530-650
570-680
530-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,692
$24,367
29

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN—
MILWAUKEE
PO BOX 749, MILWAUKEE, WI 53201 • ADMISSIONS: 414-229-2222 • FAX: 414-229-6940
E-MAIL: UWMLOOK@UWM.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.UWM.EDU/PPS/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Located in the “Beer Capital of the World,” University of
Wisconsin—Milwaukee sees a lot of empty bottles and aluminum cans; it’s no wonder the university’s recycling program is so far ahead of the curve. As early as 1984 UWM
started recycling its yard waste, and in 1995 the university
instituted comingled (glass, cans, plastic bottles) recycling on campus.
Today, UWM recycles everything from lab chemicals to construction
waste to e-waste, and UWM’s Surplus Program finds new uses for
unwanted furniture and equipment on campus. The campus is home to
a Center for By-Product Utilization, which works to find ways to turn
industrial waste into reusable resources. The university’s Construction
and Demolition Debris Recycling Initiative is already putting this idea
to practical use by grounding up waste drywall into gypsum to spread
on farm fields and brick into aggregate for new concrete. UWM’s close
proximity to Lake Michigan means that it is intimately concerned with
the threat to water quality posed by Milwaukee’s storm water runoff.
With the assistance of students, a UWM professor has come up with a
storm water Master Plan for the university. Since the early 1990s,
UWM has installed green roofs on campus buildings including the university’s largest at Sandburg Commons, which is also used to plant vegetables and herbs used by the Sandburg Café below. UWM’s use of green
cleaning supplies on campus is not just a matter of switching out products for something better, but also looks at ways to make sure products
are more ecologically sound, socially just, and economically viable.

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN—
OSHKOSH
DEMPSEY HALL 135, 800 ALGOMA BOULEVARD, OSHKOSH, WI 54901 • ADMISSIONS: 920-424-0202
FAX: 920-424-1098 • FINANCIAL AID: 920-424-4025 • E-MAIL: OSHADMUW@UWOSH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UWOSH.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
For more than a decade, the University of Wisconsin—Oshkosh has been
striving to become more sustainable, hitting several milestones along the
way. In 2002, UW Oshkosh was one of a small number of universities to
endorse the Earth Charter. In 2003, the university became the first
Wisconsin university to join the EPA’s Green Partnership by agreeing to
purchase at least 3 percent of its energy from alternative sources. In
2008, UW Oshkosh declared itself a Fair Trade University, the first in
the United States, by committing to the purchase and use of fair trade
products whenever feasible. During the next five years, the focus was on
developing a comprehensive campus sustainability plan released by the
Chancellor on Earth Day in 2008. Put forth by the Campus
Sustainability Team, the plan focuses UW Oshkosh sustainability efforts
in four areas: operations, education, outreach, and research. UW
Oshkosh’s dining services provider, Sodexho, has also joined in the commitment to increasing the sustainability of dining services on campus by
agreeing to the principle of sustainability in food in its recent contract
with the university. Students can get involved by joining the Student
Environmental Action Coalition, the Oshkosh Community Garden, or
simply by following more sustainable practices one individual at a time.
Students who plan to pursue environmental careers after college can
also take advantage of UW Oshkosh’s extensive environmental career
resources, which include an annual panel on sustainability careers and
access to subscriber-only environmental job listings.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
1
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent, car share, market based
pricing (hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
5
% school grounds maintained organically
3

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

23,553
11,469
77
3.05
470-600
490-620
450-590

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,284
$18,012
29

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

Yes
32
Yes
No
11
No
Yes
10
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

10,078
5,329
81
3.25

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,038
$13,610
$5,898

THE SCHOOLS
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN—
STEVENS POINT
102 STUDENT SERVICES CENTER, STEVENS POINT, WI 54481 • ADMISSIONS: 715-346-2441
FAX: 715-346-3296 • FINANCIAL AID: 715-346-4771 • E-MAIL: ADMISS@UWSP.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UWSP.EDU/SUSSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point is looking to the future when it
comes to sustainability—make that, the near future. The university has
been designated by the Governor’s office as one of four campuses in the
University of Wisconsin system to become energy independent by 2012.
That’s no small order, but with a series of ambitious initiatives, such as
its new Operations and Waste Management Facility (the first of its kind
at a Wisconsin university that will feature “a pilot wastewater treatment
plant, a composting lab, a microbiology lab, and an adjoined recycling center”), and its solid environmental history (UWSP founded the nation’s
first Conservation Education major back in 1946, and then founded the
College of Natural Resources in 1970), there’s little doubt the school will
be able to pull it off. UWSP also goes way back when it comes to recycling
and composting—to 1989, to be specific—and each residence hall is
equipped with recycling chutes. Also present is a compost tea harvesting
machine as well as “vermi-composting,” which is when worms do the composting. UWSP also provides examples of how students, faculty, staff, and
the public can live in environmentally friendly and affordable ways with
Knutzen Hall, which features a solar-paneled roof and composting in the
lobby. UWSP’s career services helps green-minded students find greenthinking jobs, which comes in handy considering that Stevens Point’s
Student Government Association is the only such organization in the UW
system to have an Environmental and Sustainability Issues Director and
Environmental and Sustainability Issues Committee.

UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING
DEPT 3435, 1000 E UNIVERSITY AVE, LARAMIE, WY 82071 • ADMISSIONS: 307-766-5160
FAX: 307-766-4042 • FINANCIAL AID: 307-766-2116 • E-MAIL: WHY-WYO@UWYO.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.UWYO.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Sustainability Committee at the University of Wyoming spearheads
the university’s efforts to advance environmental and economic sustainability. As part of UW’s commitment to reduce its carbon emissions and
become carbon neutral, the university has completed a Climate Action
Plan. The plan focuses the university’s efforts on increasing energy efficiency across campus, providing alternative transportation options such
as shuttle service and a bike loan program to reduce the number of cars
on campus, requiring all new construction and major renovations to meet
LEED Silver standards, operating a campus-wide recycling program,
and raising awareness about sustainability issues. All students can
enroll in a “Campus Sustainability” course, while students in the Civil
and Architectural Engineering program complete a senior project and do
research related to sustainability. The Wind Energy Research Center
will provide opportunities for wind energy research in a planned stateof-the-art laboratory. The College of Business offers a program in sustainable business practices. In 2008, a team of UW students won the
Disappearing Roads Competition, part of the Houston Advanced
Research Center’s Environmentally Friendly Drilling Systems Program.
Students seeking to involve themselves in sustainability issues outside
the classroom have opportunities through several campus organizations.
Students for a Sustainable Environment promotes sustainability on
campus through education campaigns and projects. Evolve.Revolve. promotes biking and wind power on campus and in the greater community.
ACRES is a student-run farm that grows sustainably-produced vegetables for the Laramie community and also maintains a small composting
facility, open to the public.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, market based pricing (hourly
parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
23
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
35

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

8,610
5,178
73
3.4
515-655
490-652
490-667

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,530
$14,104
$1,168
$5,612
26

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
7.5
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, bike share/rent, market based pricing
(hourly parking costs)
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
0.1
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 3.9
% school grounds maintained organically
0.01

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

9,587
3,709
96
3.43
480-600
490-620

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$2,820
$10,740
$906
$8,006
23

URSINUS COLLEGE
URSINUS COLLEGE, ADMISSIONS OFFICE, COLLEGEVILLE, PA 19426 • ADMISSIONS: 610-409-3200
FAX: 610-409-3662 • FINANCIAL AID: 610-409-3600 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@URSINUS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.URSINUS.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Ursinus College created its committee on sustainability in
2004, and since then the college has made important strides
in campus practices like recycling and waste diversion, and
eco-friendly food purchasing. More advanced sustainability
projects like a composting system and converting used cooking oil to
biodiesel fuel are currently in the works. Several sustainability-related
campus endeavors began as student projects and are sustained by student volunteers, like an organic garden and a constructed wetland
ecosystem. To support future efforts, Ursinus College has established an
independent, annual budget to fund energy efficiency initiatives.
Urisinus offers a full agenda of environmentally-focused talks, lectures,
and other events on campus. Students in the Environmental Studies program (which offers both a major and a minor) are encouraged to seek out
fellowships and project funding from the Environmental Protection
Agency and the National Environmental Policy Foundation, and have
the opportunity to join with their professors in individually-mentored
projects. Recent fellows have done work on agricultural pesticides, green
roof technology, and a proposal for a zero-emissions house on campus.
Public service is an integral part of the Environmental Studies program
and Ursinus assists students in identifying and applying to internships
with the Audubon Society, nearby nature preserves and zoos, county
planning commissions, and organic farms. Students interested in green
careers, receive customized guidance and support from the career services office. Ursinus participates in Focus the Nation, a national effort to
raise awareness about climate change through campus-based events,
and hosted four days of programming in 2008.

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY
0160 OLD MAIN HILL, LOGAN, UT 84322-0160 • ADMISSIONS: 435-797-1079 • FAX: 435-797-3708
FINANCIAL AID: 435-797-0173 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@USU.EDU • WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.USU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Utah State University, sustainability initiatives are rapidly developing as “Blue goes Green.” To date, USU has
retrofitted 3.5 million square feet of space with new, energyefficient CFLs that have helped the university realize a cost
savings of 30 percent. In addition, USU has installed natural gas heating plants on campus that have reduced air emissions from
265 tons to less than 20 tons in five years. USU’s recycling program has
grown from a $50,000 operation with one vehicle for retrieval in 1990,
to a full-fledged Recycling Center with 10,000 square feet of space and
11 employees in 2009. Last year, USU recycled over 665 tons of material in 23 different categories and expanded services to include collection
of move-out goods from residence halls. Next up: adding recycling bins
to all the offices on campus and converting to a single-stream recycling
process. The university’s Transportation Committee continues to develop innovative ideas that help achieve sustainability of transportation on
campus. The Aggie Blue Bike program is a student-managed program
that lends bikes to students free of charge for up to a semester at a time.
Students also have the opportunity to receive free maintenance on bikes
and their own bike tools. The program started with nine bikes and has
grown to include a fleet of over 100 bikes in just three years. The growth
of this program has contributed to a decrease in commuter traffic by
more than half from previous years.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school grounds maintained organically

7.5

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
10
No
Yes
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,655
6,192
55
3.67
570-680
570-670
560-660

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,670
66

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
Waste diversion rate (%)
26
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
No

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

13,652
6,438
98
3.54
470-630
460-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$4,043
$13,017
$785
$4,900

THE SCHOOLS
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VASSAR COLLEGE
124 RAYMOND AVENUE, POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12604 • ADMISSIONS: 845-437-7300 • FAX: 845-437-7063
FINANCIAL AID: 845-437-5320 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@VASSAR.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.VASSAR.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Vassar, the greening of the campus has been underway for some
time, and students are an intrinsic part of the process. One especially
noteworthy campus organization is Students with A Purpose: Recycling
(SWAPR), which was started in 2001 and has grown by leaps and
bounds since. SWAPR’s mission is to encourage recycling of furniture
and household items within college housing by trading with other students or the local community. Student interns on the Sustainability
Committee complete annual sustainability assessments, and have the
opportunity to make real changes on campus: One year, a Sustainability
Committee intern organized volunteers to replace as many light bulbs
in student residences as possible with the more efficient compact
flourescent bulbs. They ended up replacing every light bulb in senior
housing: over 5,500 bulbs! Another student organization on campus,
Vassar Greens, has made efforts to provide incoming freshman with
reusable mugs and food containers, and prompted Dining Services to
offer discounts to students carrying food out of cafeterias in reusable
containers. But Dining Services’ sustainability efforts hardly stop there:
30 percent of food served on campus is locally grown or purchased, and
nearly 100 percent food waste is composted on site. Buildings on campus are in the process of being retrofitted energy efficiently, with
approximately 25 percent being completed so far. Vassar also offers a
popular bike-sharing program to help students get around campus and
hometown Poughkeepsie, sustainably.

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY
800 LANCASTER AVENUE, VILLANOVA, PA 19085-1672 • ADMISSIONS: 610-519-4000 • FAX: 610-519-6450
FINANCIAL AID: 610-519-4010 • E-MAIL: GOTOVU@VILLANOVA.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.VILLANOVA.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a testament to its commitment to sustainability, Villanova
University recently launched a master’s degree program in
Sustainable Engineering to complement its robust offerings in
environmental education, including undergraduate majors in
Environmental Science and Environmental Studies and a first-year
Environmental Leadership Learning Community. In addition to its greenminded academic programs, the university also operates the Villanova
Stormwater Wetland Project, the Villanova Recycling Program, and has
signed the ACUPCC. Villanova also has several campus-based environmental groups, such as the Villanova Environmental Group and the
Villanova Ecological Society. The university has dictated that all new construction and major renovation on campus achieve LEED Silver. In line
with this, Villanova diverts approximately 90 percent of waste from major
construction projects from the landfill. Dining Services isn’t left out of the
loop when it comes to conservation either. In partnership with the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, Villanova has instituted the Seafood Watch program, which requires members to only purchase and serve seafood that is
“abundant, and caught or farmed in environmentally-friendly ways.”
Every resident dining hall on campus is trayless (you wouldn’t believe how
much trays contribute to waste) and have complete vegetarian options
available. And if that weren’t enough, the university’s dining services purchase 32 percent of its food from local and/or organic sources. To top this
all off, Villanova recently launched its “Year of Sustainability,” an effort to
raise awareness about environmental issues on campus, and, in 2009,
hosted the International Sustainability Conference.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

30

Yes
50
Yes
No
Yes
10
No
Yes
100
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,394
7,577
25
3.77
660-750
640-720
660-750

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$41,335
$595
$9,370
56

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
32
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, The Villanova Commuter Benefit
Plan
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services, transportation
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
4
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

6,897
13,098
46
3.76
580-680
620-710

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$37,210
$580
$10,320
42

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC
INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS, 201 BURRUSS HALL, BLACKSBURG, VA 24061
ADMISSIONS: 540-231-6267 • FAX: 540-231-3242 • FINANCIAL AID: 540-231-5179
E-MAIL: VTADMISS@VT.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.FACILITIES.VT.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Virginia Tech is charting its own course to sustainability. In
2008 the President’s Office committed VT to the development
of an achievable sustainability plan specific to the university.
An Office of Sustainability was established in 2009 and
charged with developing specific initiatives to help VT achieve its climate
commitment goals. To that end, new capital projects on campus will aim for
LEED certification and the university has implemented mixed paper recycling in all academic and administrative buildings. VT’s “Green Effect”
game and tailgating recycling program features recycling of plastic bottles
after football games. Dining Services instituted a pilot composting program
in January 2009 that diverts 3,000 pounds of food waste per week from
landfills. A new dining venue on campus features local, organic, and natural foods. Water conservation efforts on campus include a rain garden, infiltration trench, and bioretention procedure in several campus parking lots,
all designed to improve storm water quality prior to discharge. With over
600 student groups on campus, organizations devoted to sustainability are
plentiful. The Virginia Tech GREEN Team has 30 student members and is
developing “Green Living Guides” to be available to all students. In 2008,
more than 150 volunteers collected approximately 80 tons of usable items
during Student Move-Out weekend, saving the university $4,000 in landfill
fees. The career Resource Center is building an educational program
around careers in sustainability with information about green career fairs,
green career paths, and green jobs available in their office and online.

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 7305, REYNOLDA STATION, WINSTON SALEM, NC 27109 • ADMISSIONS: 336-758-5201
FAX: 336-758-4324 • FINANCIAL AID: 336-758-5154 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WFU.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://SUSTAINABILITY.WFU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Wake Forest University’s Sustainability Advisory Committee
(SAC) leads the effort on campus sustainability. SAC’s initiatives include the development of a green purchasing policy, a
green cleaning program, and an even more aggressive energy
conservation program. In addition, Wake Forest has completed a new
Master Plan that will guide development over the next 50 years.
Heavily integrated into the plan are tenets for sustainable design as
well as storm water management and biohabitat protection. The university has a robust energy management software system to conserve energy during normal operating periods and to cycle down energy use to
minimal levels during low- or no-occupancy periods. Lighting retrofits,
motor replacements, and central plant upgrades are also underway.
New capital projects are designed to achieve energy savings 30 percent
higher than current requirements. The university’s renewed emphasis
on recycling, including providing deskside capture and more functional
campus collection containers, is already seeing significant success.
Approximately 30 percent of WFU’s waste stream is diverted from the
landfill as either recycled or reused. The university offers a minor in
both environmental science and Environmental Studies. Wake Forest’s
Center for Energy and Sustainable Environment is a focus for research
in sustainability topics as well as renewable energy programs. Student
government has created a standing committee on sustainability that
focuses student initiatives related to sustainability and engages with
administrators. Wake Forest’s career services office provides assistance
in finding green internships and jobs. Many nonprofit groups such as
Environment America and the Public Interest Research Group recruit
on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
1
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, carpool
parking, vanpool, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 50
% school grounds maintained organically
65

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

23,461
21,053
67
3.91
540-640
570-670
540-630

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,639
$19,522
$1,966
$5,824
27

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15
No
Yes
No
No
5
Yes
Yes
90
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

4,466
9,050
38
610-690
630-710

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,206
$416
$10,410

THE SCHOOLS
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WARREN WILSON COLLEGE
PO BOX 9000, ASHEVILLE, NC 28815-9000 • ADMISSIONS: 800-934-3536 • FAX: 828-298-1440
FINANCIAL AID: 828-771-2082 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@WARREN-WILSON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WARREN-WILSON.EDU/~ELC/SUSTAINABILITY/INDEX.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The triad of study, work, and service outlined in Warren
Wilson College’s mission statement make it a unique place
to witness sustainable decision making process in action.
Environmental Studies is a popular major on campus,
including six different concentrations and a new cross-disciplinary sustainability curriculum. Community-based research in sustainable practices is incorporated into many disciplines. The school was one of the
first in the country to institute on-campus recycling in the 1980s, and
the farm and garden that supplies Warren Wilson’s Dining Services has
been doing so way before eating local was a popular concept. The college’s Environmental Leadership Center is a cut above the typical oncampus eco-organization, and provides sustainability-focused events
and opportunities for both students and the local community, including
a regular radio program broadcast on Asheville’s WPVM. Warren
Wilson has made commitments to seek LEED certification for all new
construction and retrofitting and to reduce campus-wide emissions by
80 percent by 2020. Among the residence halls on campus is the LEED
Platinum EcoDorm built by student teams with wood that was repurposed or sustainably harvested on campus. The dorm also features solar
panel window awnings, compost toilets, a rainwater catchment system
that helps irrigate the adjacent garden, and many other impressive
waste-minimizing features. The college has received many accolades for
its efforts and facilities: it has been named one of the greenest schools
in the nation by the Sierra Club, Blue Ridge Outdoors, The Daily Green
website, National Wildlife Foundation, GreenLivingOnline.com, Kiwi
magazine, and now us.

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 641067, PULLMAN, WA 99164-1067 • ADMISSIONS: 509-335-5586 • FAX: 509-335-4902
FINANCIAL AID: 509-335-9711 • E-MAIL: ADMISS2@WSU.EDU • WEBSITE: SUSTAINABILITY.WSU.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 2006, Washington State University created the Center
for Environmental Research, Education and Outreach
(CEREO). Since then, the Center has become a national
leader in clean technologies research. In 2009, WSU was
named one of the nation’s top 10 universities engaging in
collaborative research likely to lead to commercially viable clean technologies. WSU is already making sure new construction on campus is
fully optimized for energy efficiency and waste reduction; the university employs the LEED rating system for new capital projects and has
three LEED projects currently seeking LEED certification. WSU’s
Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) program provides incentives for students who purchase monthly or annual public transit passes. Since
introducing this program, the university has distributed over $1 million. WSU’s Climate Friendly Farming Team, a CEREO project
designed to explore how agriculture can move from a source of greenhouse gases to an eliminator of it, recently received a Partnership
Award from the United States Department of Agriculture National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, for being an innovative program
model. WSU’s successes don’t stop there. The university closes each
year with the Move Out-Pitch In program, a student-led initiative that
collects and distributes items left behind by students to local nonprofit
groups. This program has saved the university over $4,000 in disposal
fees and continues to grow with student involvement. A signatory of the
ACUPCC, WSU is also the recipient of a grant from the Environmental
Protection Agency that has enabled it to recycle nearly 60 tons of waste
generated from major sporting and entertainment events on campus.
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Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, bike share/rent, ride share bench on campus
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
100
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

923
919
76
3.2
540-660
500-610
520-630

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$24,195
$300
$7,730
54

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
18
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market
based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride
home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, dedicated bike lane
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
Waste diversion rate (%)
76
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
1.5
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 27

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

21,312
12,478
76
3.42
480-590
490-610
460-570

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$8,489
$19,565
34

WASHINGTON AND JEFFERSON
COLLEGE
60 SOUTH LINCOLN STREET, WASHINGTON, PA 15301 • ADMISSIONS: 724-223-6025 • FAX: 724-223-6534
FINANCIAL AID: 724-223-6019 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WASHJEFF.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WASHJEFF.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Washington and Jefferson College has joined other colleges and universities in signing the ACUPCC and pledging to move toward carbon neutrality. To date, efforts have focused primarily on two areas: building and dining services. A project to build a new science building that will seek LEED
Silver certification is underway. The building will include faculty and student research labs, faculty offices, classrooms for the physical sciences,
and common areas for all students. Likewise, the college is working to
renovate existing buildings, such as the Dieter-Porter Life Sciences
Building, to incorporate advances in energy efficiency. The college has
also incorporated sustainability into its food service. The FarmSource
program identifies and partners with local growers and producers to
enhance the freshness and quality of the food offerings on campus while
simultaneously supporting the local agricultural community. In addition,
biodegradable containers are used for takeout food, used fryer oil is converted into bio-diesel fuel, napkins are made from recycled material, only
sustainable seafood is served, and the Commons Dining Room is trayless.
As part of the required First Year Seminar program, interested students
may choose a seminar entitled “Sustainability,” which explores
sustainability “from ecological, political, economic, social and aesthetic
perspectives.” On the syllabus are books such as Fast Food Nation and
The Omnivore’s Dilemma. Students interested in pursuing environmental issues outside the classroom may join organizations such as The Green
Club, Students Active for the Environment (SAFE), and Food Not Bombs.

WELLESLEY COLLEGE
BOARD OF ADMISSION, 106 CENTRAL STREET, WELLESLEY, MA 02481-8203 • ADMISSIONS: 781-283-2270
FAX: 781-283-3678 • FINANCIAL AID: 781-283-2360 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WELLESLEY.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
At Wellesley College, sustainability is central to life at the
college, and environmental sustainability is considered an
essential component of its core mission and a factor in all
institutional decisions. Wellesley takes a two-pronged
approach to sustainability: First, the college works to
impart the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to live a sustainable
lifestyle to its students; and second, the college works to develop and
implement practices and policies designed to reduce its impact on the
environment. The Sustainability Advisory Committee represents the
interests of all members of the campus community and provides regular
updates. The college recently improved the campus landscape by transforming two brown field sites into green space, reducing paved surfaces
by 5.7 acres, improving storm water management, and reducing consumption of potable water. The campus recycling program has been significantly expanded and efforts continue to reduce the consumption of
materials. More than 10 percent of all solid waste is now recycled.
Despite adding a new 50,000 square foot building, Wellesley has managed to reduce electrical consumption by 12 percent since 2003 through
its utilization of efficient energy practices. Planned efforts for the next
several years focus on the landscape, water conservation, waste reduction, and energy use reduction. Students in environmental studies
courses conduct on-campus sustainability research, the results of which
are often put into practice. Wellesley Energy and Environmental
Defense (WEED) is a student organization dedicated to promoting and
enhancing environmentally-friendly practices on campus.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
vanpool
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

25

Yes

Yes
No
No
15
No
Yes
25
20

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,479
6,658
42
3.34
510-610
520-620

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$32,495
65

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, bike share/rent, car
share
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, dining services, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 10
% school grounds maintained organically
35

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,193
4,156
35
640-740
640-730
650-740

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,404

THE SCHOOLS
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WESLEYAN COLLEGE
4760 FORSYTH ROAD, MACON, GA 31210-4462 • ADMISSIONS: 478-477-1110 • FAX: 478-757-4030
FINANCIAL AID: 478-757-5205 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WESLEYANCOLLEGE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WESLEYANCOLLEGE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Wesleyan College is “leading the way” to sustainability. In 2007,
Wesleyan College President Ruth Cox signed the ACUPCC, joining 400
institutions across the country in committing to reduce its greenhouse
gas emissions on the way to climate neutrality. Soon after, Wesleyan
convened a Sustainability Committee comprised of students, faculty,
and staff to work on devising the college’s Climate Action Plan and identify green initiatives that could immediately be rolled out on campus.
One of the Committee’s earliest efforts was to oversee the renovation of
Taylor Hall, a main teaching building on campus, which achieved LEED
Silver certification. The college has also established a campus-wide
responsible purchasing policy in accordance with the ACUPCC, that
requires departments and vendors to purchase environmentally-friendly equipment and services as availability and cost permit. The college’s
campus-wide recycling program is student-led, and in 2008 the campus
community recycled 12 tons of material. Wesleyan recently completed
the first stage of a comprehensive energy-efficiency upgrade, spending
more than $3 million to repair chillers, install new AC units and lighting, as well as a new steamer in the campus kitchen, all resulting in
reduced energy use on campus. Students have the opportunity to assist
faculty in their individual research projects. For example, one of the
chemistry professors works on understanding the effects of carbon
sequestration on surface ecosystems. A community-wide event, Tree
Hug and Measure, provides an opportunity for the campus-at-large to
make a difference by helping to inventory and measure the trees in the
college’s arboretum.

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
70 WYLLYS AVENUE, MIDDLETOWN, CT 06459-0265 • ADMISSIONS: 860-685-3000
FAX: 860-685-3001 • FINANCIAL AID: 860-685-2800 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WESLEYAN.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTPS://WWW.WESLEYAN.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Wesleyan University believes that a commitment to sustainability can
only be as successful as the individuals who support it. With that in
mind, every student and employee stepping on campus receives a portfolio including the Wesleyan University Climate Commitment, which
contains a list of 12 initiatives that can be undertaken in order to save
the environment. These initiatives include everything from buying carbon dioxide credits when traveling to not buying bottled water. Students
and employees alike are encouraged to pledge to commit to at least five
of the actions listed, ensuring that not only the university, but they
themselves will work actively toward sustainability on campus and in
the world at large. In addition to this, Wesleyan’s Sustainability
Advisory Group for Environmental Stewardship meets regularly to
develop plans and guidelines for students, faculty and staff to use in
order to reduce consumption and the production of greenhouse gases.
The university has committed to carbon neutrality with several key
dates in mind, ranging from now to 2050. By the next stated date, 2010,
Wesleyan is determined to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to 1990
levels. The school is also similarly dedicated to green building practices.
It has determined that all new construction and major renovation on
campus will meet, at minimum, LEED Silver standards. Wesleyan has
been steadily working toward increased energy efficiency through the
installation of compact fluorescent bulbs, continually reducing its electrical consumption through programs such as “Do It in the Dark” (which
encourages energy conservation in dorms), and developing plans for
solar panels, chillers, and a cogeneration facility.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

20
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
10
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

610
507
51
470-600
440-590
460-590

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$17,500
$8,000
61

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
23
Available transportation alternatives:
car share, vanpool, 2 Zip Cars offered on campus
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
0.6
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,766
10,068
22
3.82
640-750
650-750
640-740

Cost
Annual tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$41,814
42

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY
ADMISSIONS OFFICE, PO BOX 6009, MORGANTOWN, WV 26506-6009 • ADMISSIONS: 304-293-2121
FAX: 304-293-3080 • FINANCIAL AID: 304-293-5242 • E-MAIL: GO2WVU@MAIL.WVU.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://WECAN.WVU.EDU/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
West Virginia University is a national leader in energy
research. Over the past four years, 100 faculty members
have completed $98 million worth of energy-related
research in everything from enhanced fuel cell production to
textile recycling. WVU’s Center for Alternative Fuels, Engines and
Emissions (CAFEE) is continuing this tradition by working to improve
engine operation of vehicles through the reduction of exhaust emissions
and dependence on imported oil. The university’s Transportable HeavyDuty Vehicle Emissions Test Laboratory is the only one of its kind in the
nation. In addition to the research programs underway, West Virginia
has detailed a performance contract with Sieman’s Building Systems,
which will better manage energy and water consumption, operating
costs, and environmental impacts of existing and new buildings, saving
the university over $1.5 million and reducing greenhouse emissions by
10,000 tons. WVU’s trayless dining initiative has reduced waste in dining halls by 42 percent. Excess food is donated to charities, and used
cooking oil is sent to a biodiesel processor. WVU promotes student
involvement in campus sustainability through events like Ecolympics, a
competition between residence halls to conserve the most energy and
recycle the most waste. Last year, the two winning buildings reduced
energy consumption by 20 percent and recycled more than 2500 pounds
of waste. WVU’s A-WEAR-ness campaign for the homeless is another
standout. Students collect bags of clothing and donate them to the
homeless. Over 1,700 bags of clothing were collected for this project in
one year.

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
POTTER HALL 117, 1906 COLLEGE HEIGHTS BLVD., BOWLING GREEN, KY 42101-1020
ADMISSIONS: 270-745-2551 • FAX: 270-745-6133 • FINANCIAL AID: 270-745-2755
E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WKU.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.WKU.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
While WKU has not yet formed a mission statement formalizing its commitment to sustainability, it’s getting the job
done anyway. A newly-hired Sustainability Coordinator has
already conducted a greenhouse gas emissions inventory for
WKU’s energy use and is working with students on completing a more
comprehensive inventory. In fact, WKU students are driving the university’s commitment to green. WKU’s “GreenToppers” is a student-led
group whose projects include an on-campus organic market, a campuswide bike lending program, a “Reduce Your Use” energy efficiency campaign, and move out “Lighten Your Load” donations to local charities.
WKU engineering students designed and installed a bio-fuel facility
that converts cooking oil waste from campus dining services to bio-fuel
used in the university farm’s equipment. WKU has established an
endowment fund to support student-led projects that improve campus
sustainability and a new minor in sustainability is being offered
through the Geology/Geography department. The administration is creating an energy policy that will guide purchasing, building operation,
transportation, and personal energy use on campus. In 2008, a threeweek shutdown for energy efficiency between semesters saved the university one million kilowatt hours of electricity, 1,112 metric tons of
greenhouse gas emissions, and $128,340. Bowling Green’s first small
commercial solar electric system was installed at WKU in 2008 and provides students and the surrounding community with experiential learning opportunities. WKU is seeking LEED certification for its new
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, and a new turf
conversion program on campus has led to 90 percent of the campus
grounds being maintained organically.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
9.5
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation, campus
safety, health services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
36
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
Yes
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 15

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

21,720
14,053
88
3.3
460-560
480-580

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$5,304
$16,402
$7,770
34

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, guaranteed ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
No
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

16,436
7,757
95
3.15
430-540
430-550

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$7,200
$17,784
$6,351

THE SCHOOLS
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
1903 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE, KALAMAZOO, MI 49008-5211 • ADMISSIONS: 269-387-2000
FAX: 269-387-2096 • FINANCIAL AID: 269-387-6000 • E-MAIL: ASK-WMU@WMICH.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WMICH.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY/INDEX.HTML

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As a signatory of both the ACUPCC and the Talloires Declaration,
Western Michigan University has committed itself to being “a leader in
developing, creating, supporting, and maintaining sustainability.” In
line with this, the university has recently conducted a greenhouse gas
emissions inventory, which will enable it to target areas for improvement. As part of WMU’s commitment to sustainability, all construction
on campus over $1 million will meet LEED certification standards.
Other measures to improve energy efficiency and reduce consumption
include a heat recovery system that “reclaims heat from the Ice Arena
chillers and uses it to heat the building’s Olympic-sized swimming pool,”
occupancy-based light sensors, and the installation of high-efficiency
motors and compact fluorescent lighting. WMU also keeps an eye on
water conservation through measures such as chemical-free water
treatment, xeriscaping, low-flow showers and faucets, and irrigation
control. The university has also eliminated trays in three of its dining
halls, which has reduced waste and overconsumption, and in addition to
green-minded efforts such as composting, 30 percent of food expenditures go toward local and/or organic foods. In addition to this, WMU has
a Green Cleaning Policy that ensures that the cleaning products and
chemicals used on campus are environmentally-friendly. For environmentally interested students, the university offers several learning and
research-oriented opportunities through the Gibbs House for
Environmental Research and Education, a “living, learning laboratory”
that allows students the chance to get hands-on experience with sustainability.

WESTERN WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY
MAIL STOP 9009, BELLINGHAM, WA 98225-9009 • ADMISSIONS: 360-650-3440 • FAX: 360-650-7369
FINANCIAL AID: 360-650-3470 • E-MAIL: ADMIT@CC.WWU.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WWU.EDU/SUSTAIN/

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In 1971, Western Washington University was one of the first
institutions of higher education in the United States to introduce a campus recycling program, but with a twist—the
WWU Recycling Center is, and always has been, student-run. At last
count, the Recycling Center processed 3,800 pounds of recyclable materials daily, and the university’s Office of Sustainability and Facilities
Management is “committed to eliminating all recyclable and compostable
waste from the WWU waste stream.” Its eventual goal is to have WWU
become a zero-waste institution, which means just what it sounds like—no
waste, only recycling—as effective a move toward sustainability as one
could hope for. In addition to its storied recycling program, WWU has
introduced the 10x10 campaign, which has the campus actively working
toward a 10 percent reduction in utility consumption by 2010 through conservation, energy efficiency, utility monitoring and audits, sustainability
education, and monetary incentives to those who excel in bringing their
use down. Impressively, and as a result of the student-led Green Power initiative, WWU derives 100 percent (that’s no typo) of its energy consumption from renewable sources. Through Puget Sound Energy’s “Green
Power” program, the university has become the fourth-largest buyer of
green energy among educational institutions. WWU also focuses on green
living through green cleaning—100 percent of cleaning products purchased by the university are Green Seal-certified, and the school is also
looking to expand its pesticide-free garden bed to the north campus.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
30
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, universal access transit pass, restricting
parking, preferred parking for low-emitting/fuel-efficient
vehicles, in process of creating bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, dining services
Waste diversion rate (%)
27
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
0.03
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 80
% school grounds maintained organically
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA

13,802
12,379
83
3.24

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition

$8,456
$20,906

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, carpool parking, guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for low-emitting/fuelefficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
health services, student life, residence life
New construction must be LEED certified
or comparable third-party rating system
Yes
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
100
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
10

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

13,249
9,620
73
3.5
500-620
510-610
490-590

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$6,150
$17,200
31

WHEATON COLLEGE (IL)
501 COLLEGE AVENUE, WHEATON, IL 60187 • ADMISSIONS: 630-752-5005 • FAX: 630-752-5285
FINANCIAL AID: 630-752-5021 • E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WHEATON.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WHEATON.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Does a demonstration of how to attach an ear tag to a Virginia opossum
sound appealing? Then Wheaton College in Illinois might be just the
place for you. As a student majoring in Environmental Studies at
Wheaton, you’ll have the chance to learn from conservation biologists at
the nearby McGraw Wildlife Foundation, home to 260 species of birds, 52
species of fish, and 51 species of butterflies! You’ll also learn about the
historical foundations of environmental study, become conversant in its
most important concepts and theories, and witness its contemporary
applications firsthand. Wheaton’s College Science Station is known as a
mountainous “island in the plains,” and provides unparalleled opportunity to study in an outdoor classroom situated 4,400 feet above sea level
on 50 acres. An Environmental Studies research course provides experience in field, laboratory, or library research through the “selection of a
research problem, review of appropriate professional literature, completion of data collection and analysis, and preparation of one or more professional papers submitted for presentation or publication in an appropriate professional venue.” Participation in this course requires direct
supervision and mentoring by the program director of Environmental
Studies or a faculty member approved by the director. An Environmental
Studies Internship credit is also available, and provides an extended and
concentrated experience in research, management, or education in an
environmental theme under professional supervision. Wheaton’s LEED
Silver Memorial Student Center, and features low-VOC finishes, renewable energy credits, and preferred parking for low-emissions vehicles,
among other green features.

WHEATON COLLEGE (MA)
OFFICE OF ADMISSION, NORTON, MA 02766 • ADMISSIONS: 508-286-8251 • FAX: 508-286-8271
FINANCIAL AID: 508-286-8232 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WHEATONCOLLEGE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WHEATONCOLLEGE.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
With a moniker like Wheaton College, it’s no wonder much of the
school’s sustainability successes have been focused around its food services. Wheaton’s Dining Services has demonstrated its commitment to
sustainability by introducing a variety of initiatives, including the use
of reusable containers, the discontinued use of food trays, and the overhaul of dining operations to incorporate sustainable practices. Dining
Services consistently purchases local whenever possible, and serves
Fair Trade coffee and tea in the Hood Café. An on-campus hangout spot
known as “The Loft” serves locally-made and organic beverages and
even offers a bar menu that consists of locally-purchased ingredients
located within a 150 mile radius of the school. “Waste not, want not” is
a guiding principle for waste management efforts, and all pre-and postconsumer food waste is donated to a local pig farmer who uses it as feed.
Food waste also “feeds” other campus sustainability efforts: Recycled
coffee grounds and eggshells are used as fertilizer for Wheaton’s greenhouse, and used vegetable frying oil is processed as biofuel to be used
for vehicles and heating. The “formation of a Sustainability Steering
Committee charged with institutionalizing sustainability” has helped
guide eco-friendly initiatives on campus and off. A “green team” of faculty and students is collaborating on LEED certification for Wheaton’s
new science building, a $50 million project that will incorporate several
green features. “Eco Club is a student-run club focused on environmental consciousness” whose recent projects have included an organic pie
fundraiser, and tie-dying t-shirts for Earth Day.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
20
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, preferred parking for lowemitting/fuel-efficient vehicles
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities, alumni, dining services, transportation, student life, residence
life
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
10
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
5

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

2,369
1,950
71
3.7
600-610
600-700
590-700

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$26,520
$7,770
50

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, carpool parking
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

5

Yes
Yes
No
No
5.1
No
No
50
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

1,632
3,304
59
3.5
570-680
560-670

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,565
$285
$9,590

THE SCHOOLS
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WHITMAN COLLEGE
345 BOYER AVE, WALLA WALLA, WA 99362 • ADMISSIONS: 509-527-5176 • FAX: 509-527-4967
FINANCIAL AID: 509-527-5178 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WHITMAN.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WHITMAN.EDU/CONTENT/ABOUT/ENVIRONMENT

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Whitman College, a member of AASHE, has formally adopted a set of
environmental principles encouraging sustainable practices inside and
outside of the classroom. All incoming students are offered environmental orientation, and the campus is home to the Johnston Wilderness
Campus, 26 undeveloped acres in Oregon with a lodge and three residences dedicated to environmental research projects, and 37 wind turbines that produce twice the amount of electricity Whitman uses in one
year. On the main campus, all new construction must meet LEED standards, including renovations currently underway. Whitman is a bikeand pedestrian-friendly campus, with 50 percent more parking for bikes
than for cars and a student-run bike shop right on campus. The administration employs students as coordinators and interns to develop oncampus recycling and sustainability initiatives, and offers a $25,000
Sustainability Revolving Loan Fund for projects designed and implemented by students, faculty, or staff. In addition to conserving resources,
projects must demonstrate that they will pay back the loan in cost savings over the next five years. Whitman’s Environmental Studies major
offers opportunities for research on the Johnston Wilderness Campus
and throughout the Walla Walla river basin. The major requires completion of a related internship, on or off campus, providing students with the
chance to apply their studies and research in a real world context. The
campus also features an Environmental Studies Interest House, a student residence with solar panels and theme weeks based around limiting
electricity usage or water conservation.

WHITTIER COLLEGE
13406 PHILADELPHIA STREET, P.O. BOX 634, WHITTIER, CA 90608 • ADMISSIONS: 562-907-4238
FAX: 562-907-4870 • FINANCIAL AID: 562-907-4285 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WHITTIER.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WHITTIER.EDU/RECYCLINGPROGRAM

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Two thousand seven marked a turning point for Whittier College. that
was the year college President Sharon D. Herzberger signed the
ACUPCC, and it was also the year that the college implemented its
Environmental Studies major. Though still in the “infancy” of its greening efforts, Whittier College has already made significant strides
toward becoming a more environmentally responsible institution. To
guide Whittier’s efforts on this front, the President’s Climate
Commitment Task Force (CCTF) was created. Composed of faculty,
staff, and students, the Task Force is tasked with researching, benchmarking, sourcing, and recommending initiatives that will help get the
college on the path to sustainability. To that end, the Task Force has
implemented an Energy Star purchasing policy on campus and a waste
minimization program that mobilized students to participate in the
annual RecycleMania competition. Other steps taken at Whittier
include implementing a trash compacting program to reduce waste,
installing low-flow plumbing fixtures in dorms, replacing regular light
bulbs with energy-efficient CFLs, using drought-resistant landscaping,
and initiating a “day lighting” project in the library where patrons used
natural rather than electrical lighting during the day. Whittier’s popular and still evolving Environmental Studies program includes opportunities for student-faculty research. For students interested in pursuing
a career in sustainability, the college’s Career Services Office coordinates a green careers panel and sponsors students to attend global sustainability conferences. Whittier’s self-published Green Careers Guide
is also available to students.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, student life, residence life
Waste diversion rate (%)
25
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
30
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 100
% school grounds maintained organically
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,491
3,290
44
3.78
630-730
610-700
610-710

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,620
$320
$9,260
44

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
% of school energy from renewable resources
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

30
Yes

Yes
No
No
16
No
Yes
40

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,361
2,263
72
3.05
470-580
470-590
470-570

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$31,950
$520
$9,050
58

WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY
900 STATE STREET, SALEM, OR 97301 • ADMISSIONS: 503-370-6303 • FAX: 503-375-5363
FINANCIAL AID: 503-370-6273 • E-MAIL: LIBARTS@WILLAMETTE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WILLAMETTE.EDU/ABOUT/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The National Wildlife Federation recently ranked Willamette University
as the school engaged in the greatest number of sustainability activities
in its 2008 “Campus Environment” report. This is no surprise considering all that Willamette is doing to institutionalize sustainability. In 2004,
the university President created a university-wide Sustainability
Council with staff, student, and faculty representatives. The
Sustainability Council is charged with promoting sustainability and
environmental literacy, advancing strategic initiatives and best practices
on campus (including all new construction and renovations), and enhancing sustainability beyond the campus. In addition to the Sustainability
Council, the university is home to the Willamette Center for Sustainable
Communities (CSC), which is charged with advancing faculty research
and teaching in the area of sustainability, developing meaningful
research and learning opportunities for students, and encouraging the
adoption of sustainability. Things seem to be working: already the school
derives 14 percent of its energy from renewable sources. Green construction is another focus for Willamette. The university’s Board of Trustees
officially endorsed sustainable building practices, and the Kaneko
Commons Residence Hall has achieved LEED Gold. Some of the building’s cool features include solar hot water heating, rainwater reclamation for toilets, energy-efficient boilers and lighting controls, and lowflow plumbing fixtures. The CSC offers funding for environmental
research projects, and there is plenty of information about green job
opportunities, fellowships, grants, and graduate programs available
through Wilamette’s career center. All of Wilamette’s dining halls offer
vegetarian options for students, and 48 percent of food expenditures go
toward local or organic food.

WILLIAMS COLLEGE
33 STETSON COURT, WILLIAMSTOWN, MA 01267 • ADMISSIONS: 413-597-2211 • FAX: 413-597-4052
FINANCIAL AID: 413-597-4181 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WILLIAMS.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.WILLIAMS.EDU/RESOURCES/SUSTAINABILITY/INDEX.PHP

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
In January of 2007, the board of trustees at Williams
College unanimously adopted greenhouse gas emissions
goals and at the same time affirmed that the “principles and practices
of environmental sustainability in general, and greenhouse gas emissions reductions specifically, are institutional priorities.” Since then,
Williams had undertaken $1.5 million in energy conservation projects,
including lighting, motors, and lab hood improvements. Fifty percent of
buildings on campus have been retrofitted for energy efficiency in the
past three years, and the college has committed to LEED Silver certification or better for all new construction on campus. The college’s Morley
Science Center is at the center of a comprehensive energy-saving program that, just by turning off lights and turning down ventilations
when the building is unoccupied, has brought down energy use by 17
percent. Almost all of Williams’ regular dining halls are now trayless,
and Dining Services spends 20 cents per meal on organic and locally
grown foods. The Zilkha Center for Environmental Initiatives has given
each first-year student a reusable water bottle and lucky students
observed using their bottles regularly are awarded gift certificates
throughout the semester. A three-year participant in RecycleMania,
Williams boasts an overall waste diversion rate of 40 percent. In 2008,
The Thursday Night Group, a student-led environmental activist group
on campus, organized “Winter Blitz,” a day when student, faculty and
staff volunteers worked together to winterize low-income homes in the
surrounding area.

Green Facts
Available transportation alternatives:
universal access transit pass, restricting parking, bike
share/rent, car share, carpool parking, market based pricing (hourly parking costs), guaranteed ride home,
Subsidized Bus pass, charging stations
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, campus safety,
student life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
% of school energy from renewable resources
14
School employs a sustainability officer
No
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school grounds maintained organically
95

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,853
5,739
60
3.72
560-670
560-650
550-660

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$35,400
$210
$8,350
62

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
Available transportation alternatives:
car share
School has formal sustainability committee
Waste diversion rate (%)
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified
% school grounds maintained organically

15

Yes
40
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No
90
50

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

2,032
6,017
20
660-760
650-760

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$39,250
$240
$10,390
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WINONA STATE UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS/MAXWELL HALL, WINONA STATE UNI, WINONA, MN 55987
ADMISSIONS: 507-457-5100 • FAX: 507-457-5620 • FINANCIAL AID: 507-457-5090
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WINONA.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.WINONA.EDU/GREEN

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
The oldest member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
System, Winona State University’s mission is to cultivate “a community of learners improving our world.” In 1993, the university implemented a tobacco-free campus policy to enhance the overall health and wellbeing of the campus community (not to mention get all those unsightly
cigarette butts out of the waste stream!). In 2007, WSU signed the
ACUPCC and created a campus-wide Climate Commitment Committee
led by a Sustainability Coordinator. The university’s Climate Action
Plan was released soon thereafter, committing WSU to becoming climate neutral. The Committee has been busy, drafting policies requiring
the university to purchase Energy Star products and to construct new
buildings on campus to LEED Silver standards. In addition, the
Committee is creating sustainability initiatives in a variety of other
areas, including academics, transportation, and waste management.
WSU offers an Environmental Science program that offers 80 majors
housed in the Biology, Chemistry or GeoScience department. The university has implemented a Ride Board program open to all members of
the WSU community, and was recently awarded a local grant to support
the growth of a bicycle-based community on campus. Waste minimization efforts are aided by easily accessible recycling stations for food and
paper waste, and an event recycling system for indoor and outdoor use.
A sustainable foods movement on campus is gaining momentum, with
students from an argoecology class recently planting an herb garden for
use by WSU Dining Services.

WOFFORD COLLEGE
429 NORTH CHURCH STREET, SPARTANBURG, SC 29303-3663 • ADMISSIONS: 864-597-4130
FAX: 864-597-4147 • FINANCIAL AID: 864-597-4160 • E-MAIL: ADMISSION@WOFFORD.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://GBG.WOFFORD.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Green is the new color of Wofford College’s “Black and Gold” pride. The
college’s Office of Community Sustainability was established to “mitigate any negative impact of institutional choices that may harm communities near and far.” A signatory of the ACUPCC, Wofford is finalizing its Climate Action Plan, due in 2010. The Office of Community
Sustainability is working to integrate sustainable practices into all
aspects of campus life. The college has launched a Sustainable Living
Initiative, which targets residence halls and other areas of student life.
A series of community forums on sustainability designed to foster a
sense of stakeholdership in the future of Wofford’s sustainability initiative have been developed. The Office of Community Sustainability has
partnered with other campus offices to facilitate sustainable best practices for events and operations. The college has also developed an interdisciplinary Environmental Studies program that will facilitate sustainability initiatives on and off campus. An old mill building in
Glendale, South Carolina, was retrofitted by the college to serve as a
field studies center for the new program. The building itself is the first
LEED-certified project for the college. Wofford’s Santee Cooper Lecture
Series on Sustainability and Energy is an endowed two-year series
designed to introduce the campus and the surrounding Spartanburg
community to experts from the field of sustainability. The college offers
a Bonner Scholar program and sustainability fellowship that ensure
student roles for on and off-campus activities related to sustainability.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
10
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent, car share, carpool parking, vanpool, preferred parking for carpools/vanpools, bus/van service
between campuses
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, dining services, transportation, student life, residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 20
% school grounds maintained organically
2

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math

7,872
6,500
71
3.26
440-600
510-640

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition

$6,200
$11,100

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
25
Available transportation alternatives:
bike share/rent
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, alumni, athletics, dining services, student life,
residence life
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

1,429
2,442
58
3.5
560-670
580-680
560-660

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$30,280
$8,480
52

WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC
INSTITUTE

ADMISSIONS OFFICE, BARTLETT CENTER, 100 INSTITUTE RD, WORCESTER, MA 01609
ADMISSIONS: 508-831-5286 • FAX: 508-831-5875 • FINANCIAL AID: 508-831-5469
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WPI.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
As one of the nation’s oldest engineering and technology universities, it’s
no surprise that Worcester Polytechnic Institute puts the “global” in global sustainability and the “technology” in green technology. WPI’s
Massachusetts Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Institute serve as a joint venture
among institutes of higher education in the commonwealth providing a
focal point for research, education, and commercialization of activities in
the hydrogen fuel sector. In keeping with the university’s visionary technical education, a team of Worcester students won the $500,000 first prize
in the 2009 NASA Regolith Excavation Challenge design, for building and
operating a robotic capable of digging up and depositing simulated lunar
material into a collection bin. Due to the efforts of WPI’s recently formed
Task Force on Sustainability, WPI has launched a new Environmental
Studies program, established a Green Energy Center, opened a new sustainable, award-winning residence hall, formed a RecycleMania team,
and announced a partnership with ZipCar to provide an environmentally-friendly alternative to keeping a car on campus. WPI’s Global
Perspective Program sends more engineering students abroad than any
U.S. college or university and the university operates 25 project centers
throughout North and Central America, Africa, Australia, Asia, and
Europe. Students have plenty of opportunity to explore sustainability on
campus thanks to WPI’s research project requirements (there are three of
them!), or abroad in countries like Thailand, Namibia, or Costa Rica. The
student projects compiled in the Student Projects Database include
numerous topics related to sustainability at the broadest level.

WORCESTER STATE COLLEGE
486 CHANDLER STREET, DEPARTMENT OF AD, WORCESTER, MA 01602-2597
ADMISSIONS: 508-929-8040 • FAX: 508-929-8183 • FINANCIAL AID: 508-929-8058
E-MAIL: ADMISSIONS@WORCESTER.EDU • WEBSITE: WWW.WORCESTER.EDU

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Learning by experience is an institutional ethic at Worcester State
College, a school among the first educational institutions in the country
to implement the practice of placing apprentice teachers in public school
classrooms. It is this ethic that helped Worcester re-launch its recycling
program in 2006. Under the old program, the college generated approximately 450 tons of waste annually of which only 50 tons were diverted
into the recycling stream. Paper, cardboard, plastic, glass and metal had
to be separated. After noting the program’s general lack of structure and
participation and the expense involved with the collection and storage
of several segregated waste streams, Worcester converted to singlestream recycling in 2006, greatly simplifiying the collection process,
increasing campus involvement, and reducing cost. A signatory of the
ACUPCC, the college has continued to make improvements to its overall sustainability plan, establishing a policy that all new campus construction be built to LEED Silver standards, at minimum. The college
has also purchased a biodiesel processor and installed a 100-kilowatt
solar array (solar panels) on its Learning Resource Center. The panels
generate over 140,000 kilowatt hours of electricity annually, which is
enough energy to supply electricity to 20 homes of about 2,800 square
feet each. The 540-panel installation is the largest solar array on any
college campus in Massachusetts. In 2009, Worcester’s Chemistry
department, long committed to “green chemistry,” lobbied for the incorporation of green chemistry topics into its Environmental Chemistry
course, and submitted a course proposal for a stand-alone green chemistry course.

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
27
Available transportation alternatives:
restricting parking, car share, carpool parking, vanpool,
guaranteed ride home, preferred parking for
carpools/vanpools, preferred parking for lowemitting/fuel-efficient vehicles, car pool matching system
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities,
finance, athletics, dining services, transportation.
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
No
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 20
% school grounds maintained organically
80

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

3,391
6,284
63
3.8
560-660
630-720
560-660

Cost
Annual tuition
Required fees
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$38,360
$560
$11,610
64

Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
School has formal sustainability committee
Environmental studies degree available
Environmental literacy requirement
Public GHG inventory plan
School employs a sustainability officer
School provides guidance on green jobs
% school cleaning products that are green-certified

35
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
75

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Average HS GPA
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

4,211
3,559
59
3.06
460-550
470-560
450-550

Cost
Annual in-state tuition
Annual out-of-state tuition
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

THE SCHOOLS

$970
$7,050
36
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YALE UNIVERSITY
PO BOX 208234, NEW HAVEN, CT 06520-8234 • ADMISSIONS: 203-432-9300 • FAX: 203-432-9392
FINANCIAL AID: 203-432-2700 • E-MAIL: STUDENT.QUESTIONS@YALE.EDU
WEBSITE: WWW.YALE.EDU/SUSTAINABILITY

GREEN HIGHLIGHTS
Yale University isn’t content to be one of the nation’s most
well-known and well-regarded institutions of higher learning—it also strives to be one of the greenest through a clear
and cohesive commitment to sustainability on campus. In
2009, the university created its Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy
which not only commits Yale to sharing annual data related to its carbon footprint and energy efficiency, but also pledges that the campus
will be 43 percent below 2005 levels for greenhouse gas emissions in
2010. To achieve this, Yale has been investing in alternative energy
sources on campus, including hydrogen fuel cells, wind power, solar and
geothermal technologies, and biodiesel (in fact, the university’s entire
bus fleet runs on biodiesel, resulting in a 20 percent drop in Yale’s transportation-related petroleum usage). The school has also designated that
all new construction receive, at the very least, LEED Silver certification. Currently, Yale has six LEED certifications: one LEED Platinum
(Sculpture Building), seven LEED Gold (Malone Center, Amistad Street
Building, Sterling Hall of Medicine C3 Laboratory, and Sterling Hall of
Medicine I1 Laboratory), and one LEED Silver (Chemistry Research
Center). The university also focuses on the environment gastronomically: 40 percent of food served in the dining halls is local and/or organic.
Yale is also home to the Student Task Force for Environmental
Partnership, a “peer-to-peer education group focused on creating a culture of sustainable living within residential colleges.” Students take an
active role sustainability at Yale through green advocacy campaigns in
the Yale Students Environmental Coalition.
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Green Facts
% food budget spent on local/organic food
40
Available transportation alternatives:
free bus pass, restricting parking, car share, guaranteed
ride home
School has formal sustainability committee
Yes
With participation from faculty, students, facilities
Waste diversion rate (%)
20
Environmental studies degree available
Yes
Environmental literacy requirement
No
Public GHG inventory plan
Yes
% of school energy from renewable resources
1
School employs a sustainability officer
Yes
School provides guidance on green jobs
Yes
% school cleaning products that are green-certified 90
% school grounds maintained organically
25

Student Body
Total undergrad enrollment
# of applicants
% of applicants accepted
Range SAT Critical Reading
Range SAT Math
Range SAT Writing

5,258
26,003
8
700-800
700-780
700-790

Cost
Annual tuition
Room and board
% of students receiving need-based
scholarship or grant aid

$36,500
$11,000
51

SCHOOL SAYS . . .
In this section you’ll find schools with extended listings describing admissions, curricula, internships, and much
more. This is your chance to get in-depth information on programs that interest you. The Princeton Review charges
each school a small fee to be listed, and the editorial responsibility is solely that of the university.
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