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GREEN TRANSPORTATION PROVIDES LINK BETWEEN  
TACOMA NEIGHBORHOODS

The City of Tacoma augmented its rejuvenation efforts with development of 
Tacoma Link Light Rail, a 1.6-mile (2.6-km) light-rail transit system that has 
contributed to the warehouse district’s resurgence. Led by Otak, a team of 15 
consultants used a holistic, collaborative approach to design and fully integrate 
Link Light Rail into every aspect of the community fabric through urban 
planning, roadway design, storm-water drainage, public art, station architecture, 
landscape architecture, public involvement, sustainability, accessibility, transit-
oriented development and safety. Amenities include open space and trees, renewed 
sidewalks, seating, lighting and shelters, easy access to free parking and bicycle 
racks, and integration with park-and-rides, bus transit facilities, and bicycle and 
pedestrian access. The line moves through a revived theatre district, past several 
museums, the UWT campus, retail stores, urban housing, and the new greater 
Tacoma convention and trade center. The Link Light Rail system uses smoothly 
gliding, quiet electric streetcars (with no emissions at street level) that leave stations 
every 10 minutes. The initial ridership goal was exceeded in its first week of 
operation in August 2003 and has continued to increase to more than 3,000 today. 

OTAK TO ASSIST KING COUNTY IN SUSTAINABILE BUILDING 
EFFORTS
The King County Green Building 
Program has chosen an Otak-led 
team to assist the County’s residential 
and commercial green-building 
practices. Otak’s contract with King 
County marks the first time the 
Green Building Program team has 
brought the County’s commercial and residential green-building programs under 
a single umbrella. The team is comprised of Otak; Well Built Web for database, 
organizational and Web development; Re-Use Consulting for deconstruction, 
demolition and construction recycling; Norton-Arnold Company for public 
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WHAT MAKES IT GREEN?
There are many 
products in the 
building market 
that are “green” or 
environmentally-
friendly. What makes 
a product green? In 
the case of the wood 
countertops and bench 

surfaces made from Europly 
hardwood plywood in Otak’s new 
Seattle office, the wood is FSC-
certified. This means that the forest 
where the wood was grown has 
been certified, by an independent 
FSC-accredited certification body, 
that the forest complies with 
the internationally-agreed FSC 
Principles of Responsible Forest 
Management. FSC—that stands 
for Forest Stewardship Council—
products also carry a Chain-of-
Custody certification that provides 
a guarantee about the production 
path taken by raw materials 
from the forest to the consumer, 
including all successive stages 
of processing, transformation, 
manufacturing and distribution.  

TOURING “GREEN” 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
– SAVE THE DATE!

The Sustainable 
Development Task 
Force (SDTF) in 
Snohomish County 

has been active for about three 
years, with representation from 
both government and private 
sector organizations, including 
Otak. Plans are moving ahead 
for a tour of green homes and 
projects next fall, on October 7, 
2006, in conjunction with the 
Solar Washington State Tour. 
To participate or for further 
information, email Carol O’Dahl 
(caoesp@aol.com).

survey that indicates there was a 20% 
increase in 2005 among those in the 
home building community who are 
focusing their attention on green, 
environmentally-responsible building. 
It is expected to increase by another 
30% this year. To read more, visit 
http://www.nahb.org/news_details.
aspx?newsID=2472. Underlying many 
green home developments is site work 
that allows the green homes to receive 
credit for responsible site development. 
At the 1,050-acre Trilogy at Redmond 
Ridge community, Otak’s master 
plan identified guidelines and criteria 
for strict stormwater management, 
limiting peak flows and preserving 
seasonal water levels through detention 
ponds and bypass systems. Such a plan 
meets the drainage criteria for this site 
that is located at the headwaters of two 
drainage basins, while avoiding adverse 
environmental impacts and protecting 
adjacent wetlands. Many credits on 
the Built Green checklists (http://
www.builtgreen.net/checklists.html) 
and under the “sites” category of the 
LEED Green Building Rating system 
are dependent upon responsible site 
development. For more information on 
how Otak can help your project, email 
ozone@otak.com.

Trilogy at Redmond Ridge, a 1,050-acre 
development in Redmond, WA

JOBSITE RECYCLING 
STATISTICS IN KING 
COUNTY
Ever wonder how much construction 
waste is recycled in King County and 
by whom? King County provides the 
statistics for commingled construction, 
demolition and land clearing (CDL) 
waste/recycling online so that we can 

involvement, training and education; 
and The Frause Group for marketing, 
public relations and business 
development.

BUILT GREEN HOME AT 
SUNCADIA OPENS JUNE  
AND JULY

During weekends in June and July, 
the Built Green Home at Suncadia 
will be open to the public for free 
self-guided tours with audio headsets 
that explain the home’s green features. 
Otak has been a “green” advisor on 
this demonstration project that is built 
to the highest level of Built Green 
certification – Five Stars! The builder 
and developer, Grey Lundberg of 
CMI Homes of Bellevue, and, Brenda 
Nunes, respectively, have incorporated 
features such as a geothermal heat 
pump, insulated concrete foundation 
walls, recycled glass tiles, FSC-certified 
wood floors, tankless water heaters and 
many others. For more information, 
hours and directions visit the home’s 
website. For information, visit www.
thebuiltgreenhome.com.

OTAK’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY! 
Since June 13, 1981

Twenty-five years ago, our founders had each 
other; today, our CEO, Nawzad Othman (center) 

presides over 340 employees!

GREEN HOMES “GROWING” 
NATIONALLY
The preliminary tallies are in from a 
McGraw-Hill Construction/National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) 



see just how everyone’s doing! To see 
the CDL diversion recycling rates for 
each company over the past year , 
search for CDL at metrokc.gov.

Recycling at least 50% of CDL during 
construction achieves points in most 
building rating programs such as 
LEED and Built Green. For questions 
about how to maximize your project’s 
recycling efforts in King County, call 
Kinley Deller at 206.296.4434. 

Recycling facility in King County processes CDL

OPEN SPACE SEATTLE 2100

Open Space Seattle 2100 is a group 
of citizens from civic, environmental, 
business, neighborhood and 
community groups that have joined 
with the University of Washington 
to create a 100-year plan for Seattle’s 
open spaces. It seeks to develop a 
comprehensive open space network 
vision for Seattle’s next 100 years that 
will complement the city’s predicted 
growth and density, and further hopes 
to build the broad constituency and 
strategies required to implement this 
vision. An exhibit dedicated to this 
idea will be on display from June 1 
– July 31 at the Odegaard Library at 
the University of Washington.

GREEN BUILD NEWS
Northwest Construction, our regional 
monthly industry magazine from 
McGraw Hill, has launched a new 
editorial section called Green Build 
News. The premier issue features Otak’s 
new green Seattle office. Northwest 

Ray Smalling is a 
Certified Professional in 
Erosion and Sediment 
Control (CPESC), a 
designation that will soon 

be required by the Washington 
Department of Ecology for 
projects seeking NPDES permits. 
As of October 1, 2006, NPDES 
permits (EPA’s National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System) for 
construction sites of one acre or 
larger that discharge stormwater 
to surface waters of the state must 
have site inspections conducted 
by a Certified Professional in 
Erosion and Sediment Control 
(CPESC) or a Certified Erosion 
and Sediment Control Lead 
(CESCL). As a Professional 
Engineer (PE) and a CPESC, Ray 
understands the balance between 
constructability and protecting the 
environment. Sediment control 
that maintains constructability 
begins with a stormwater pollution 
prevention plan (SWPPP) that 
takes into account the sequence 
of construction, soil types and 
specifying proper BMPs (best 
management practices) for the 
situation. For more information 
contact Ray at ray.smalling@otak.
com to see how he can help your 
project achieve optimal protection 
from erosion during development. 
Incidentally, erosion and 
sedimentation control is the first 
prerequisite in the LEED Green 
Building Rating Program and is 
also required for certification in the 
Built Green program.

Construction’s parent company, 
McGraw Hill, has also launched an 
even bigger project: McGraw-Hill 
Construction in May will publish 
its first issue of GreenSource, a new 
magazine dedicated to the growing 
market for environmentally-responsible 
green buildings and developed in 
collaboration with BuildingGreen, Inc., 
will present news, features, case studies 
of important projects, and green 
product information to more than 
40,000 architects, interior designers, 
building owners, and members of 
the U.S. Green Building Council. A 
new Web site dedicated to the green 
building industry has already been 
launched, at http://www.greensource.
construction.com.

GREEN PAGES
Northwest 
Ecobuilding Guild, 
a group of Pacific 
Northwest builders, 
designers, product 
suppliers and 
others interested in 
ecologically sustainable 

building, has produced its annual 
directory: The Green Pages (www.
ecobuilding.org/greenpages).

The American Public Works 
Association (APWA), Washington 
State Chapter, has selected Otak to 
receive the 2005 Projects of Historical 
Significance Award for our work on 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Interpretive 
Waysides project. More than 130 
separate interpretive panels have 
been installed on pedestals and kiosk 
structures at more than 60 sites along 
the trail in Washington. 



Brad Swearingen is 
Otak’s latest LEED 
Accredited Professional. 
His interest in 
sustainability is due to 

his mom’s influence when he was 
a kid, he says.  “She taught me 
to respect the environment. She 
was ahead of the green curve; as 
far back as the early 1970’s she 
was recycling cans and newspaper, 
driving fuel efficient cars, and 
joining efforts to protect sensitive 
desert ecosystems in Southern 
California from destruction at 
the hands of off-road vehicles.” 
While Brad is currently working 
on development services projects 
in the Lake Oswego, OR, office, 
he has also worked on a variety of 
transit and public services projects 
in Otak’s Washington and Oregon 
offices. Recognizing the need 
for LEED-accredited engineers, 
Brad says he’s leading the way in 
balancing the LEED-AP scales here 
at Otak (most of Otak’s LEED APs 
are architects).

Otak Offices 

Lake Oswego, OR (corporate)

Bend, OR

Carbondale, CO

Corvallis, OR

Kirkland, WA

Seattle, WA

Tempe, AZ

Vancouver, WA

Yakima, WA

OTAK’S BICYCLE CHALLENGE!
Last month was National Bike Month and a time for possibly the largest bike 
commuter event on the West Coast: the Group Health Commute Challenge. In 
the Seattle area, all previous participation records were broken with 5,700 riders 
on more than 640 teams, with an additional 375 solo riders. Five-hundred-fifty of 
the teams featured new commuters! Otak fielded two teams of eight members each: 
the Westside Otak Schralpers and the Eastside Otak Gapers. Our sixteen riders 
have slugged it out for more than 1020 miles in 
more than 70 round trips! As of the third week, 
all the challenge teams collectively had ridden 
more than 500,000 miles, and helped save more 
than 24,000 gallons of fuel, burned 16.8 million 
calories and reduced CO2 emissions by a half-
million pounds! 

To facilitate bicycling in the area, the Cascade 
Bicycle Club Education Foundation offers 
many resources, free in limited quantities, such 
as bicycling maps for King County, Bellevue, 
Redmond and Washington State. For the list of 
resources, visit www.cbcef . 

And if one month was not enough to satisfy 
your bike cravings, there’s always the Seattle-to-Portland ride in July, the Seattle to 
Vancouver, B.C. ride, or the weeklong Ride Around Washington that traverses the 
state from Oroville in the north to Maryhill Park on the Columbia River. There’s 
also the weeklong Cycle Oregon event in September that runs for seven days and 
covers roughly 500 miles. If you need further information on how to design a bike 
trail for your project, email ozone@otak.com. 

Robin Rogers,  Sustainability Advisor 
Robin.Rogers@otak.com

Parting Shot by Cliff Vancura — Joshua Tree National Park

Otak is a member of

Otak’s team members included (left to 
right): Keith Hume, Kevin Hinkley, Ray 
Smalling, Laura Becker, Aaron Jackson, 

Brenda Elder, Doug Gawlik, Joe Simmler, 
Bill Lawrence, Aaron Pettis and Scott 

Stoneman (plus not pictured Jodie Vice 
and Robin Rogers)


