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The recent split decision 
by the U.S. Supreme 
Court regarding the 
Federal government’s 
regulatory grasp of 
wetlands illustrates the 
challenges of regulating 
the environment. In 
the Pacific Northwest 
especially, assessing 
a site’s ecological 

conditions, plus the regulatory 
implications of those conditions, are 
critical components for determining 
the potential of a site. For many years, 
Otak has teamed with the scientific 
team of Sheldon & Associates to 
provide accurate assessments of site 
conditions as well as guidance on 
regulatory issues. Now, we have the 
extraordinary privilege of announcing 
that the very same scientists we’ve 
collaborated with have joined 
Otak’s Water and Natural Resources 
group. Dyanne Sheldon is the new 
Natural Resources Manager, and her 
five staff form the core of the new 
environmental science specialists at 
Otak. This natural resources group will 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS
BECOME PART OF THE OTAK TEAM

provide assessment of site conditions 
for wetlands, streams, steep slopes, and 
wildlife habitat; analyze water quality 
and conduct monitoring; conduct 
impact analysis, compensation, and 
restoration designs; and provide 
construction oversight. Otak and 
Sheldon have worked together on 
projects including creek improvements, 
habitat restoration, drainage services 
for utilities, regulatory assessments, and 
watershed engineering studies.

Otak’s new wetlands team from Sheldon & 
Associates. Top row (L-R): Dyanne Sheldon, Natural 
Resources Manager; Doug Gresham, Wetland 
Ecologist; Jenna Scholz, Aquatic Scientist. Bottom row 
(L-R): Kevin O’Brien, PhD, Wildlife Biologist; Stephanie 
Smith, Field Technician; and Suzanne Bagshaw, PhD, 
Wetland Ecologist)



Peter Watson, Principal 
and Senior Architect in 
the Seattle office, was 
a judge for the annual 
Remodeling Excellence 

Awards by the Remodelors Council 
of the Master Builders Association 
of King and Snohomish Counties. 
This year, for the first time ever, 
there was a Built Green™ Choice 
Award, awarded to Tenhulzen 
Remodeling Inc. The judging 
panel stayed busy with 59 entries 
in 19 categories for bathrooms to 
whole-house remodels, and from 
less than $40,000 to more than 
$750,000. The REX Awards, as 
they are known, recognize the best 
in local remodeling projects. For 
more information, visit the MBA’s 
website.

IN THE WORKS

Low Impact Development in the Veneta Southwest Area Specific Plan

One of Otak’s projects is in the early 
stages of development in Veneta, 
OR, but promises to provide a good 
example of low impact development in 
a plan to implement “green” streets as 
part of a capital improvements project. 
With approval from the Veneta City 
Council and Planning Commission, 
Otak is working with Hayden Homes 
on a 122-acre new home development 
that will have approximately 400 lots. 
Otak’s plan calls for vegetated drainage 
areas, curved cut-outs, and a cascading 

Otak worked with developer Gerding Edlen to design a green roof for Portland State University

GREEN ROOF 
There are several advantages provided 
by a green roof besides the color of the 
plants. A green, vegetated, or eco roof 
will help slow and reduce stormwater 
runoff by providing soil and plant roots 
that absorb water. The plant and soil 
covering will provide protection from 
the sun’s ultraviolet rays on the roofing 

membrane, thereby extending its life. 
Once the plants are established on a 
green roof, there is usually little or no 
additional irrigation required for the 
plants that thrive in hot, dry climates. 
The vegetation will also reduce heat 
island effect through evaporative 
cooling and a lighter colored surface, 

waterfall system down major collector 
streets. These strategies will reduce 
stormwater detention size to four small 
ponds, which are only three feet deep. 
More than 30 acres of open space and 
wetlands will be preserved. Otak’s role 
includes development of the master 
plan, civil engineering, construction 
surveying, landscape architecture, and 
water resources to develop the overall 
stormwater management plan with low 
impact development. We’ll keep you 
posted!



AAAARGH! THE PIRATES 
OF PENANCE!
Otak staff will find any excuse to 
get outside and enjoy the natural 
world, even if it means punishing 
uphill runs! This year, we fielded 
a record number of teams in the 
Pole Pedal Paddle (or PPP) relay 
race held every May in Bend, 
OR. PPP is a relay race from 
Mt. Bachelor to Bend, with six 
legs that include alpine skiing/
snowboarding, cross-country 
skiing, biking, running, canoe/
kayaking, and sprinting to the 
finish! All proceeds generated from 
the PPP race support programs of 
the non-profit Mt. Bachelor Sports 
Education Foundation (MBSEF), 
which promotes outdoor activities 
and academics for junior athletes. 
Seven teams from our three 
Oregon offices participated for 
the fifth year; our “pirate” teams 
included Mutiny on the Booty,  
Pi Rats, The Pillage People, Jolly 
Roger Crew, Pirates Booty Crew, 
the Salty Dawgs, and last but not 
least our tandem team, Calicos 
Hellcats. 

improve energy efficiency inside the 
building, and help improve outdoor 
air quality. Now there’s a new web-
based tool to help assess the range of 
likely impacts of heat island mitigation 
strategies averaged at the city-scale 
– including green roofs. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
recently launched the Mitigation 
Impact Screening Tool (MIST) that 
allows users to assess the impacts of 
increasing a city’s albedo (reflectance) 
and/or vegetative cover.  The variables 
evaluated include temperature, ozone 
air quality, and energy consumption. 
The tool also allows users to test how 
decreases in albedo and vegetation 
would affect a community. Data 
are included for more than 240 
municipalities throughout the United 
States.

SUSTAINABILITY JOINS DA 
VINCI DAYS IN CORVALLIS

Otak was invited to participate 
in the 18th annual da Vinci Days 
Festival in Corvallis, Oregon in July. 
We were part of the Sustainability 
Village, which was a new addition 
to the festival this year. Our display 
featured several of our sustainability 
projects including: Applegate Landing 
green streets in Veneta, OR; Taylor 
Creek Restoration near Seattle, WA; 
Broadway Housing, Portland Streetcar 
and the South Waterfront District 
Development in Portland, OR; Swamp 
Creek Improvements in Kenmore, 
WA; Tempe Transportation Center in 
Arizona; and utilizing a railroad car as a 
bridge in Snohomish County, WA. We 
also provided copies of Ozone, which 

are now available as printable pdfs from 
our website, www.otak.com.

LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT 
IN SNOHOMISH COUNTY, WA

Pervious concrete demonstration in Snohomish 
County was captured in this photo by Vicki 

Colgan, Washington Department of Ecology

A new ordinance in Snohomish 
County promotes low impact 
development (LID) using the Low 
Impact Development Technical 
Guidance Manual for Puget Sound. 
To provide an example of a LID 
strategy, the Sustainable Development 
Task Force of Snohomish County 
held a brown-bag seminar in July 
at Snoqualmie Gourmet Ice Cream 
to illustrate the benefits of pervious 
paving. Installing pervious concrete 
for most paving eliminated the need to 
create a detention pond on the site of 
this ice cream manufacturer. 

FREE RIDE FOR CLEAN AIR
During the summer 
months when ground-
level ozone, or “smog,” 
becomes a pollution 
problem, San Francisco 
issues Spare the Air 
advisories for days on 

which air quality is expected to be 
unhealthy for living things. Residents 
of the Bay Area are asked to fight 
pollution by driving less, taking public 
transportation, trip-linking, walking, 
biking, choosing not to use gasoline-
powered lawn and garden equipment, 
and avoiding polluting household 
products. Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) has even experimented with 
free ride days, with perhaps too much 
popularity!
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Otak’s memberships in 
various environmental 
organizations are an 
important part of 

our commitment to sustainable 
development in the world, as well as in 
our internal operations. A few local and 
national examples follow. 

We recently renewed our pledge as 
a sustaining member of the Oregon 
Natural Step Network. This non-
profit group holds the principle 
that organizations, individuals, and 
communities can reduce their impact 
on the environment while enhancing 
their overall efficiency and effectiveness 
using a science-based framework that 
supports the web of life.

Otak’s planners,landscape architects, 
and architects in particular, appreciate 
and promote membership in the Urban 
Land Institute (ULI), an international 
multidisciplinary real estate forum 
that promotes responsible leadership 
in the use of land to enhance the total 
environment. ULI facilitates the open 

Parting Shot by Tom Early — Entiat Valley, WA

Otak is a member of

exchange of ideas, information, and 
experience among local, national, and 
international industry leaders and 
policy makers dedicated to creating 
better places.

North of Seattle, the Sustainable 
Development Task Force of Snohomish 
County works towards educating the 
community and its governing bodies 
about the benefits of sustainable 
building, and assisting in the 
development and adoption of plans 
to promote and utilize sustainable 
planning, design, and construction in 
Snohomish County. This is a hard-
working group comprised of many 
dedicated people from government, 
private industry, and the public. 

We’re also a member of the U.S. 
Green Building Council and promote 
and facilitate the use of its LEED 
Green Building Rating Programs. 
The core purpose of this consensus-
based organization is to transform the 
way buildings and communities are 
designed, built, and operated, enabling 

an environmentally and socially 
responsible, healthy, and prosperous 
environment that improves the quality 
of life.

We also are a member and participant 
of the Seattle area Built GreenTM 
program, which certifies homes and 
developments built to sustainable 
standards. Offered by the Master 
Builders Association of King and 
Snohomish Counties, of which we are 
also a member, this local non-profit is 
the second largest green home building 
program in the country. 

Otak’s membership in such 
organizations helps foster sustainable 
development throughout the building 
and design industry. In particular, 
though, through our own practices, 
we provide clients with design and 
planning that provides long-term 
benefits and value to the surrounding 
community – whatever the project!

Robin Rogers 
Sustainability Expert

MEMBERSHIPS HELP SUSTAIN THE ENVIRONMENT


