
TRANSIT-ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT EXEMPLIFIES 
URBAN CONNECTIVITY
Surplus state land that was formerly 
a Department of Motor Vehicles site 
was redeveloped as housing, retail, and 
office space. Known as a transit-oriented 
development, Center Commons features 
clustered or compact dwelling units with 
transit-friendly access to bus and light rail 
systems. Otak architect, Dennis Haden, 
worked with the Portland Development 

Commission to provide a new density of 66 units per acre on 4.5 acres. This 
urban in-fill project also connects residents and businesses to pedestrian paths. 
Varying building heights, mixed-use spaces for retail and daycare, rental and for-
sale units, and mixed affordability are combined with open courtyards to ramp up 
revitalization efforts in Northeast Portland, OR. 

HISTORIC LIGHTING; MODERN 
EFFICIENCY
As part of the ongoing refurbishing 
and restoration of Seattle’s King Street 
Station, Otak oversaw the reproduction 
and installation of wall sconces based off 
old fixtures. The new fixtures are much 
more energy efficient, using compact 
fluorescent bulbs instead of incandescents. 
Anthony Archer explains, “these updated 

fixtures are slightly modified from the originals in that we had to accommodate a 
transformer for the fluorescents, but otherwise they look the same as the historic 
versions. Plus, we were also able to install half the fixtures in existing conditions, 
while the other half had to be retrofits.” Archer believes that this has been the 
single most dramatic improvement because with new lighting, the restoration work 
is highlighted to really accent the new spaces. Fluorescents can use 66 percent less 
energy than incandescent bulbs and can last ten times longer. 

SWAMP CREEK REVISITED, 
NATURAL FUNCTION 
RESTORED
In the January issue of Ozone, we 
discussed Swamp Creek in Kenmore, 
WA, as a site where we reused materials 
such as asphalt, trees, and rocks to 
restore natural function to a previously 
channelized stream. One year after 
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Roy Arauz, 
Otak’s multi-
faceted 
graphic artist 
and Ozone’s 
designer, 
moonlights, 

literally, as a choreographer. As 
the choreographer of Annie this 
summer, he’s spent evenings with 
the cast dancing under the stars 
at the Snoqualmie Falls Forest 
Theater (www.foresttheater.org).  
This open-air park and 
amphitheatre has been a not-
for-profit venture since 1965 
when it was organized to provide 
training and experience in the 
performing arts. 95 acres of 
forest park, musicals, plays, and 
dinner combine for the unusual 
experience of an outdoor live 
theater. Even though Annie closes 
September 3, the organization 
welcomes members all year long.

installation, the stream restoration is 
working, evidenced by the ducks who 
visit daily! After taking a winter break 
due to local site conditions, additional 
Swamp Creek Improvements were 
completed in July, including sidewalks 
and driveways, clean-up work along the 
stream following last winter’s storms, 
and landscaping in both the project 
area and on adjacent private property. 
Just upstream of these improvements, 
the City began construction in July of 
the sediment pond (an Otak design) in 
Wallace Park that should be completed 
in November. The potential and 
expected benefits of both projects are 
flood reduction, improved sediment 
transport, and improved habitat. For 
information on how Otak can help 
restore your stream or riparian areas 
email us at ozone@otak.com.

UNDERGROUND PUBLIC 
PARKING GARAGE SPORTS 
PARTIAL GREEN ROOF

This roof is at ground level and serves 
more than the usual purpose in its 
integrated design, which creates public 
outdoor space, access, and public 
parking. Vancouvercenter is a mixed-
use, transit-oriented project in the 
heart of downtown Vancouver, WA, 
with retail, office, and for-sale condos 
designed to revitalize the City’s core. 
The entire project sits on a public 
underground garage that spans two city 
blocks connecting a major public park 
to the primary transit center. Otak 
designers used this as an opportunity to 
design the garage roof to accommodate 
a public plaza, a promenade, and 
two private gardens. The design 
incorporates a formal architectural 
structure, free-form plantings, an 
outdoor living room, and natural rock 
outcroppings with seating, lawns, 
and raised planting beds. A bubbler 

fountain creates quiet ambient sounds 
to mask the street traffic noise as well 
as a summer cooling effect. 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY CARPET

To help maintain 
a higher quality 
of indoor air for 
employees, our 
Seattle office selected 
a carpet that meets 
the Carpet and 
Rug Institute’s 

Green Label program that tests for 
indoor air quality and low-VOCs. 
In addition to lower off-gassing of 
indoor pollutants, the Bentley Prince 
Street carpet product is made with 100 
percent Green-e certified renewable 
energy offered by Sterling Planet. The 
manufacturer also participates in the 
ReEntry program, which will take back 
old carpet and either down-cycle it 
into other products or energy, recycle 
it, or repurpose it for reuse through 
donation. Greener Lifestyles of Seattle 
provided expertise in the selection of 
this green carpet and other materials 
for our Seattle green office.

OCCIDENTAL SQUARE 
REFURBISH

Refurbishing Occidental Square provides new 
life to this historic public space. Photo by Sam 

Bennett, Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce.

September 7 is the Grand Opening of 
Occidental Square in Seattle. Perhaps 
it should be called a RE-opening 
as this historic park in the Pioneer 
Square district of Seattle has been 
refurbished based on a design by Otak 
landscape architect, Curtis LaPierre. 

The cast of “Annie” at curtain call



Katie Kersten, 
in Otak’s Lake 
Oswego marketing 
department, 
envisioned Otak’s 
staff contributing 
ideas, projects, 
images, and 
recommendations on sustainability 
that she could assemble in a small, 
useable notebook. 99 individual 
responses later, the “Sustainable 
Thoughts” notebook was born, 
including images from personal 
and project files. This wildly 
popular little book just received a 
national award from the Society 
for Marketing Professional Services 
(SMPS). Designed by Katie and 
printed on 100 percent recycled 
paper with soy-based ink and 
recycled metal bindings, this gem 
is ultimately usable—if you’d like 
a copy, please email me and I’ll 
send you one while supplies last. 
The judging panel stated that “it 
was more than a piece given to a 
receptionist to put on the wall, it 
went the extra mile.

The new design features increased 
sunlight access, upgraded site lighting 
for nighttime safety, smooth pavers to 
replace the cobbled surface for easier 
access by walkers and wheelchairs, and 
a new performance area, two bocce 
courts, and chess tables. Existing 
cobbles were reused in planters and 
enhanced display areas for totems and 
carvings.

SALMON SAFE
Salmon Safe certifies wines, 
farms, urban parks, and 
natural areas that help 
restore agricultural and 
urban watersheds so that 
threatened salmon species 

can spawn and thrive in Washington 
and Oregon. More than 50,000 
acres of farm and urban lands have 
been certified by this organization, 
providing salmon-safe products such 
as apples, eggs, dairy, vegetables, 
wines and berries. More than 200 
supermarkets and natural food stores 
have participated in the salmon-safe 
campaign since this Portland, OR-
based non-profit began certifying 
fish-friendly farms more than a decade 
ago. Puget Sound Region Farms and 
Northwest Wineries.

SUSTAINABILITY BLOG
The Sustainable Development Task 
Force in Snohomish County, WA, 
maintains a blog where dialogues 
about green building are encouraged! 
Upcoming events in Snohomish 
County are posted on the task force 
website. (http://www.snoedc.org/ssc/
Events/events.html)

King County, WA, has assembled a 
guideline for any project seeking LEED 
green building certification, called 
Managing the LEED Process. The 
overview is particularly tailored for 
projects in the Seattle area, but could 
apply to other areas since it provides 
overall tips for managing a LEED 
project.

The City of Seattle offers two reports 
based on its experience with the LEED 
green building rating system: Achieving 
Silver LEED: Preliminary Benefit-
Cost Analysis for Two City of Seattle 
Facilities (2003); and Five-Year Report 
on sustainable building in the City of 
Seattle 2000-2005:

Otak’s headquarters in Lake Oswego, OR, 
celebrated our silver anniversary outdoors 

OTAK SUSTAINS FOR 25 
YEARS!
Most of Otak’s offices welcomed 
visitors to Open House parties over the 
past two months to help us celebrate 
25 years of successful business in the 
design, engineering, and construction 
industry. In true sustainable fashion, 
Otak’s early projects are still around 
to show that good design lasts—to be 
enjoyed by future generations. Otak’s 
first subdivision, Westlake, and the 
Centerpoint business park landscape in 
Portland provide examples of projects 
that continue to provide usability for 
businesses and residents over the long-
term. That’s still our goal today: to 
create enduring places for commerce, 
living, and governing, whether 
buildings, parks, transportation 
centers, transit systems, roadways, 
trails, or riverbanks. 

Winning entry shows 
Sustainable Thoughts notebook

A well-planned design can keep a development 
thriving even after 25 years, as exhibited by 

our men’s softball team standing on the field in 
Otak’s first subdivision, designed in 1981.
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Of course, it was a different era in 
1981. While our CEO, Nawzad 
Othman (the “O” in Otak), was busy 
setting up shop as an independent 
engineer, the rest of the world was, 
well, busy with other things. A few 
tidbits shed some light on the past 
from answers.com and its historical 
files of 1981:

• IBM personal computer was 
launched with MS-DOS operating 
system

• Viking landed on Mars and first 
space shuttle launched

• First female Supreme Court justice, 
Sandra Day O’Connor, appointed

• AIDS first identified
• Lady Di becomes a princess as she 

marries Prince Charles
• Programmable calculator introduced
• Black-footed ferret, thought to be 

extinct, is discovered in Wyoming
• World’s largest solar power station is 

completed in California
• Scanning tunneling microscope 

developed
• Maya Lin’s design for the Vietnam 

Veteran’s Memorial is selected from 
1,421 entries

• World’s longest suspension bridge 
(4,626 feet) opens in the U.K.

• The high-speed train (reaches 236 
mph) opens in France 

• James Stirling was awarded the 
Pritzker Prize in architecture

• Raiders of the Lost Ark was the top-
grossing film

• Stephen King’s Cujo and Carl 
Sagan’s Cosmos were published

• Walter Cronkite was succeeded by 
Dan Rather as anchorman on TV’s 
CBS Evening News

• Dallas is the most popular TV show
• Richard Petty won his 7th and final 

Daytona 500
• The musical Cats began its 8,949-

performance run in London
• John and Yoko get the Grammy for 

Album of the Year

We appreciate the support and 
continued business of hundreds of 
clients, as well as relationships with 
friends, colleagues, and potential 
clients. We look forward to many more 
years of collaboration with you and 
hope that in 25 years we’ll be able to 
report news from today!

Robin Rogers (robin.rogers@otak.com)


