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GREENING THE SIDEWALKS AND STREETS OF TIGARD, OREGON 
As part of an overall effort to revitalize the small downtown area of Tigard, OR, Otak provided phased plans to create 
a "green heart" for the community. Sustainability, natural resources, and abundant landscaping are key themes for 
the whole plan. Beginning with Phase I, we provided a functional traffic analysis, concept plans for downtown 
streetscapes, downtown gateways at major intersections, and small public spaces to characterize urban village 
character. A public art program, developed with an artist on our team, emphasized urban relationships to natural 
materials and resources, and to water. We also developed plans and sketches to bring Fanno Creek back to life as a 
downtown feature, with new overlooks and additional public spaces around it. Green Street design strategies and 
concepts for stormwater management were developed for three major downtown streets, along with cost estimates 
and phasing plans. Otak also facilitated extensive public involvement. Phases II and III are currently underway, 
involving final design for two Green Streets and downtown gateways. Final design includes implementing design 
elements created in the streetscape design plan and earlier downtown revitalization efforts. This three-phase project 
is considered a catalyst project in realizing the civic and economic potential of the downtown as identified in the 
Tigard Downtown Improvement Plan. Otak's services include urban design, public involvement, landscape 
architecture, civil and water resource engineering, and surveying. 

As part of Phase I, we also provided plans for two vacant parcels purchased by the City to develop a small park 
space as a demonstration garden for urban sustainable practices, which could be applied by homeowners and local 
businesses, with booth and display spaces for farmer's market days and other downtown festivals. For information on 
how Otak can help with your streetscape email us.  

http://www.ci.tigard.or.us/
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http://www.otak.com/what/project.cfm?id=82&market=18


ULTIMATE PARK MAKEOVER AT WHITE CENTER HEIGHTS PARK 

 
What happens over 168 hours when there are 1,500 committed volunteers plus a generous donation from Starbucks?  

 27,000 square feet of sod laid  

 6,000 plants planted  

 140 cubic yards of blackberry bushes removed  

 1,400 burritos eaten  

 Voila! A new scenic gathering space is built for a thriving community with the help of a partner like the 
Starbucks Coffee Company through its $555,000 grant.  

The occasion was the Starbucks White Center Heights Park Extreme Makeover in June on the south side of Seattle. 
Otak had provided facilitation of public meetings where residents provided input into the park's design that was 
created by University of Washington graduate landscape architecture students. Now the neighborhood has a 
beautiful and functional community space where residents have already staged picnics and other events. Visit the 
photo gallery at King County, WA, Parks website and the media center. To view a brief broadcast on KOMO 4 News 
click here  

T'IS THE SEASON … FOR FRESH VEGGIES AND OTHER GOODIES 
The closest farmers' market is just a click away. The US Department of Agriculture maintains a linkable 
map that highlights more than 4,000 farmers' markets by state. There's also a Farmers Market Hotline 
at 1-800-384-8704 for further information. Local Harvest, a non-profit dedicated to sustainably grown 
food, also lists farmers' markets, farms, restaurants, and sustainably-grown organic food vendors, as 
well as a list of stores by category to help you find whatever you're looking for.  

 
OTAK PEDALS FORWARD DURING BIKE TO WORK MONTH 

Otak's two Puget Sound offices fielded two teams of bicycle riders to participate in the 
Commuter Challenge Commuter Challenge Bike to Work Month in May. Led by our 
Kirkland survey chief, Bill Lawrence, the teams rallied to top last year's efforts. In all we:  

  Made 168 trips  
  Logged a combined 2,155 miles  
  Burned 71,484 calories  
  Saved $1,205 (based on the amount saved per mile as determined by the annual "Your 

Driving Costs" study by the American Automobile Association)  

The total amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) NOT produced by all participants during this 
contest: 997,800 pounds, and there were 19,000 riders counted on one Friday of the 
Challenge. Click here to view team winner statistics.  

In addition to Bill, other Otak team members included Adam Braun, Carolyn Butchart, Allisa 
Carlson, Quinn Donnelly, Tom Early, Brenda Elder, Doug Gawlik, Joe Simmler, Keith 
Hume, Bill Lawrence, Dan Moore, Robin Rogers, Laura Ruppert, Tricia Sills, Ray Smalling, 
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http://www.metrokc.gov/parks/media/
http://showroom.multivisioninc.com/share.do?id=55715&key=YR9Ck2ggJWYyCMsBlH34XOLIm6J90TII&email=robin.rogers@otak.com
http://www.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets/map.htm
http://www.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets/map.htm
http://www.localharvest.org/
http://cbcef.org/btw/index.html
mailto:bill.lawrence@otak.com?subject=I%20Read%20Your%20Ozone%20Newsletter
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Stephanie Smith, Scott Stoneman, and Gregory Thompson.  

CLIMATE CHANGE FEATURED IN ARTICLE 
Otak's Brad Kilby, a planner in our Lake Oswego, OR, office, was featured recently in a Daily 
Journal of Commerce article about climate change. To receive a pdf copy of the article email us.  

  

  

  

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FASTEST GROWING DESIGN FIELD 
Curtis LaPierre, a landscape architect in Otak's Seattle office, is president of the Washington chapter 
of the American Society of Landscape Architects. He loves his work and encourages students to 
consider landscape architecture as a career, especially since it's the fastest growing design 
profession. To read an article that Curtis authored in the Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce about 
discovering careers in his chosen profession, click here.  

 
GREEN TOOLS MORE ACCESSIBLE ONLINE 

 
King County, WA, a leader in sustainability, has upgraded its green building website by providing more resources in 
an easier to use format with new graphics. The site also contains a Suburban Cities Toolkit to help cities within the 
county implement their own green building programs, although the guide could be used by cities anywhere.  

CONSTRUCTION CARBON CALCULATOR 
Constructing new buildings and sites with the least possible environmental impact involves three main steps: reduce, 
renew and offset. Now there's an online calculator that helps tally the project's carbon footprint so it can be balanced 
by funding resources or activities like renewable energy and land protection. The tool estimates the embodied energy 
and subsequent carbon amounts released during construction. The measurements account for building materials, 
processes, and carbon released due to ecosystem degradation or sequestered through landscape installation or 
restoration.  

FREE GEEKS IN PORTLAND 
If you're in the City of Portland, there's good news for recycling your old electronics-for free. In fact, if BeareCycling 
resells your equipment, you can receive up to 50 percent of the resale value.  

 
MOW DOWN SMOG WITH ELECTRIC LAWN MOWERS 
A conventional lawn mower pollutes as much in an hour as 40 late model cars-or as much air pollution as driving a 

mailto:ozone@otak.com?subject=I%20Read%20Your%20Ozone%20Newsletter
mailto:curtis.lapierre@otak.com?subject=I%20Read%20Your%20Ozone%20Newsletter
http://www.djc.com/news/co/11188162.html
http://www.greentools.us/
http://www.metrokc.gov/dnrp/swd/greenbuilding/program/toolkit.asp
http://buildcarbonneutral.org/
http://www.bearecycling.com/


car for 100 miles. Just by using electric lawn equipment, or push reel mowers, anyone can make a positive impact on 
air quality and the environment. Communities all over the U.S. have offered gasoline-engine mower recycling along 
with incentives for replacing gas mowers with cleaner electric ones. For example, in California, the Sacramento Air 
Quality District has sponsored a Mow Down Air Pollution event that has replaced higher-polluting mowers with almost 
10,000 electric mowers since 1997. Many utilities offer rebates that are good towards the purchase of qualifying 
electric powered lawn equipment including mowers, blowers, edgers, and trimmers. People Powered Machines offers 
further information on its website.  

DON'T BAAH-AAAH-AAAH-THER MOWING: GET GOATS 
Steve Van Oel, Otak's Seattle IT Manager, and his wife are urban dwellers who had a 
decidedly rural experience recently near their home in Seattle: they witnessed a herd of 
goats grazing nearby. Steve writes, "We wandered down the street and lo and behold, 
there were 60 goats (we could only see about 15 at a time, the rest were wandering up 
inside the blackberry bushes) munching away like a, well, 60-goat wrecking crew. Just 
four blocks down from our house, construction company Saltaire had hired "Rent-A-
Ruminant" to graze an entire quarter acre in just 48 hours. We were joined by many 
neighbors, all of us slightly shaking our heads and laughing, just marveling at the sight of 
a pack of goats on a steep sidehill, just steps away from an insanely busy intersection at 
Dearborn and Rainier." You may laugh, too, but apparently one goat can eat can eat up 

to 8 pounds of green foliage a day. Goats are cheaper and faster and can clear steep slopes covered in blackberry 
vines better than human crews with heavy equipment. Goats can work in wetlands and along stream banks with 
minimal threat to water quality or salmon habitat, and can clear invasive plants. To contact Rent-A-Ruminant call 206-
251-1051. To read more click here or click here for an article in Beacon Hill News.  

 
WHAT'S NEWSWORTHY @ OTAK  

RECYCLING BINS BECOME ART 
24 local businesses and organizations decorated curbside recycling bins as works of art during 
King County, WA's, Project Driveway. Project Driveway was a traveling exhibit of 23 recycling bins 
that were crafted by local organizations such as Woodland Park Zoo, the Seahawks, Harley-
Davidson and Starbucks. The "art" collection traveled around the County during the spring. Each 
96-gallon, 4-foot-tall recycling container was decorated in the spirit of the participating 
organization and with a recycling message. King County's, for example, is a giant grinder where 
raw materials go in the top and products manufactured with recycled materials come out the 
bottom (and is on display in the Solid Waste Division offices at King Street Center). Currently, 
more than half of what ends up in King County's regional landfill is readily recyclable. To read 
more and view images of the bins, click here.  

  

TOP INNOVATORS ALSO IMPLEMENT SUSTAINABILITY 
Business Week magazine lists its top 50 companies for innovations. A look at 
the top five innovators also reveals that each has invested heavily in 

sustainability and incorporated green goals into corporate strategies. For example:  

 Apple Computer -- customers purchasing new Macintosh systems from Apple stores or Apple's online 
website can ship their old computer for free to Apple's recycling program. 

 Google Inc. -- plans to build a solar-powered electricity system at its Silicon Valley headquarters that will 
rank as the largest U.S. solar-powered corporate office complex. 

 Toyota Motor -- has four of the 12 vehicles on the "Greener Choices of 2007" green automobiles list, more 
than any other automaker. 

 General Electric -- has doubled sales of green products and services to $12 billion over the past two years 
with its ecomagination corporate theme. 

 Microsoft -- eliminated PVC in its product packaging that is now recyclable, and has created software that 
reduces energy consumption of computer hardware. 

TIDBITS FROM ARCHITECTURE WEEK MAGAZINE  
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 Using recycled aluminum takes about five percent of the energy that would be required to produce virgin 
aluminum from bauxite. 

 Recycling one ton (0.9 metric tons) of paper avoids the processing of about 17 trees and the filling of three 
cubic yards (2.3 cubic meters) of landfill space.  

 Construction and demolition waste make up about 40 percent of the solid waste stream in the United States.  

SINGLE OCCUPANT VEHICLE COMMUTING INCREASES 
More people than ever drive alone to work in the U.S. according to a report by the U.S. Census Bureau. From 2000 to 
2005, the share of people driving alone to work increased slightly to 77 percent, the share of commuters using public 
transportation stayed the same, and carpooling dropped. Midwest metro areas have the highest driving-alone 
statistics, while the highest concentration of carpooling is in California.  

SEATTLE'S BICYCLE PLAN OPEN FOR REVIEW 

 
Photo of a sharrow by Todd Boulanger, City of Vancouver bicycle coordinator 

The Bicycle Master Plan is a planning document that will be used to guide future improvements to Seattle's bicycle 
network. The plan includes the evaluation of arterial streets for the implementation of bike lanes and wayfinding 
signage, as well as policy, trail maintenance, and ideas for how to encourage more bicycling throughout the City of 
Seattle. Also addressed is a plan, is a schedule for completing the trails network including the popular 27-mile Burke-
Gilman Trail. The City welcomes comments that may be emailed to or call 206-684-3902. Otak has provided direction 
to Seattle Department of Transportation on the placement of bike lanes, sharrows, and hill climbs (dedicated bike 
lane for uphill climbs).  

 
RAIN GARDENS ENHANCE PIERCE COUNTY PARKING LOT  

 

In Pierce County, WA, Timothy Lowry is committed to sustainability as a civil engineer and the County's low impact 
development (LID) coordinator. His team recently designed and installed rain gardens in the parking lot of the 
permitting center in an effort to illustrate the principles they often espouse for low impact and sustainable site 
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development. LID provides strategies that replicate pre-existing hydrologic conditions on a site-using nature to treat 
and manage stormwater. For directions to the Pierce County permitting center click here.  

Pierce County recently sponsored a seminar for homeowners to introduce a new "Rain Garden Installation Manual for 
Homeowners." Authored by Curtis Hinman, Washington State University Extension LID specialist, the manual will be 
available online this month as a free download. Until the guide is uploaded, you can check out WSU's six-page 
homeowner's guide to rain gardens in the Pacific Northwest. To view a WSU slide show of a rain garden installation 
click here. To read a two-page guide to rain gardens in Pierce County click here. The County also provides online LID 
technical guidance.  

For further information on LID visit the Low Impact Development Center website. View a list of online rain gardens 
resources provided by the University of Wisconsin. To read a case study of a Bellingham, WA, parking lot rain garden 
called "Reining in the Rain," click here. For Otak's help designing rain gardens or low impact development features, 
please email us. 

Robin Rogers  

Otak is a member of: 

                     

PARTING SHOT by Robin Rogers 

 
Old Faithful, Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming  
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